From Socio- Political Violence (1985 — 1997) to
community and Economic Development: Analysis
of Richmond , KwaZulu — Natal . A Pan — African

centered Perspective Approach

Fafa Sipho Ntuli

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
Phd Degree in the Institute of Social and Economic Studies,
Social Policy Program, University of KwaZulu — Natal
October 2003

Supervisor: Dr. Evan Mantzaris.






TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE
CONTENTS .ttt et eet s e et Y
MAPS ILLUSTRATION oottt vi
19)215) (67N 4 (6] T R TR TR viil
IN MEMORY o otininiiiintt ittt et aa s s ix
101608 17N 1 (0) L ERRRRLRRIEREE X
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..ottt et eene e Xi-xiil
ACRON Y M oottt et et e Xiv
INTRODUCTION ..ottt ittt e XV-XXV
METHODOLOGY ettt tieeeie et e ae e e XXVi-Xxxiii
PART 1
CHAPTER 1
RICHMOND ON THE MIDLANDS ..o 1-8
(0{0) 50)\\1 V47N 4 (0 [P PP 9-11
CHARLES JOSEPH BYRNE SCHEME.......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieias 12-17
CHAPTER 2
CHRISTIANITY A POWERFUL TOOL OF MIND CONTROL ........... 18-32
CHAPTER 3
POLITICAL CONFLICT TURNED VIOLENT
JUSTIFYING VIOLENCE ..ottt 33-34
CRITICS OF VIOLENCE ... 35-36
ECONOMICS AND SOCIAL CRITICS ON VIOLENCE ................... 37-48
CHAPTER 4
POLITICAL VIOLENCE REGIONS IN RICHMOND .........c.cooenen.. 49-59



CHAPTER 5

THE PEACE INITIATIVE ... 60
THE ANC VIEW Lo 60
THE IFP VIEW Lottt 61
VIEWS ON THIS POSITIONS ... 61
PEACE ACCORD ..ottt 62-65

ENFORCING THE PEACE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PARTIES.. 66-67

SPECIAL CRIMINAL COURTS ..., 68-74
CHAPTER 6

SECRET STATE FUNDING ......ccoviiiiiiiiii e, 75-77
SECRET FORCES ACTIVITIES UNDER THE MANDATE OF THE

THEN GOVERNMENT ... 78-86
SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENCE FORCE TRAINING ...............coooeene 87-88
METHODS OF TRAINING ATMLABA CAMP .........coooiiiiiinin 89-95
SECURITY FORCES WERE COMPENSATED AFTER

MURDERING PEOPLE .......c.oiiitiiiiiiiiii e 96-99
CHAPTER 7

WAS THERE A THIRD FORCE? ......ooiviiiiiiiiiicc e, 100
WHAT IS THIRD FORCE? ...ttt e 100-110
EVIDENCE OF SECURITY FORCES INVOLVEMENT IN THE

“THIRD FORCE” ACTIVITIES......ccuiiiiiieiiiiiie e 111-117
CHAPTER 8

THE LATEST VIOLENCE ...ttt 118-130
SIFISO NKABINDE IS ARRESTED........c.cuviiiiiiiiiieiieeee 131-136
THE TRIAL OF SIFISONKABINDE ..........ccocooovviiiiiiiieeeii 137-139
SIFISONKABINDE .........iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 140-151
RICHMOND IN AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1998 ..........ccoovvvevivieiii . 152
RICHMOND IN SEPTEMBER 1998 ..........oviiiiniiiiineiiee ) 153-154
SIFISO NKABINDE IS ASSASSINATED ...........ccocoevvii 155

WHO IS MBONGELENI MTOLO? ......oovviieiieeiiii e 155-156
ARMS CACHE ARE DISCOVERED ... 157-159

CHAPTER 9

TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION ... 160-164

1



PART 2: COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

CHAPTER 10

AMAZING TURN OF AFFAIRS ..ot 165
BUSINESS CORRUPTION AND RUINING OF RICHMOND

COMMUNITY oottt 166-168
POWER AND POWER RELATION IN THAT COMMUNITY ............ 169
THE FALL OF ARAND CURRENCY ... 170
CAPITALISM INDISGUISE ..o 171-173
MASS MEDIA AS AN INSTRUMENT OF MANIPULATION ............ 174-177
THE CONSEQUENCE ..o, 178-180
CHAPTER 11

RESOLVING POLITICAL VIOLENCE .........ccoooviiiiiiieiii 181-182
PEACEFUL APPROACH ......ccoiiiiiiiiiiii e 183-186
CHAPTER 12

LEVELS OF TRANSFORMATION .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiie L, 187-188
CONSCIOUSNESS ...t 189-190
AWARENESS ... 191-192
CHAPTER 13

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT .........oiiiiiiiiiesaie e, 193-196
SOCIAL POLICY MAKERS OF RICHMOND ...........cooveiiii 197
HOWTOBEGIN ..ot 198-200
SOCIAL POLICY AND ELIMINATION OF POVERTY .................... 201-203
CHAPTER 14

HOUSING PEOPLE ......ccooooiiioiieeee oo 204-217
CHAPTER 15

EDUCATION AS AN IMPERATIVE WILL OF THE COMMUNITY ... 218-223
CREATIVE FINE ARTSAND DRAMA ..o 224-225
AFRICANMUSIC ... 226-230

111



CHAPTER 16

THE COLLEGE OF ART, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ............... 231
COLLEGE DIVISION OF COMMUNITY SERVICES .........cccoieveinne 232
COLLEGE BOARD AND EXAMINATIONS ......ccociiiiiiiiieenenn 233
COLLEGE INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CO-ORDINATING COUNCIL...234-237
CHAPTER 17

ROLE OF RELIGIOUS GROUPS ... 238-245
CHAPTER 18

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN DEVELOPING RICHMOND ................. 246-258
CHAPTER 19

THE ROLE OF YOUTH IN RICHMOND ..ot 259-263
CHALLENGES FOR THE YOUTH OF RICHMOND ...........ccooeiiienne 264-265
CHAPTER 20

TRANSFORMING OF JUDICIAL SYSTEM ..., 266-270
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW AND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF

RICHMOND PEOPLE ..., 271-276

CITING THE TRADITIONAL AND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF
THE MIDLANDS COMMUNITY

.............................................. 277-279
CHAPTER 21

TRANSFORMING SECURITY APPARATUS ..o, 280
TRANSFORMING THE POLICE ......coviiiiiiiiiiiiiieceee 281-293
THE SADF IN RICHMOND ...t 294-295
DIVISION OF INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY ......occvvvvviiinnni, 296
COMMUNITY POLICING .....oiniiiiieieiic e 297-298
CHAPTER 22

SOLVING THE HIGHRATEOF CRIME ............ccocooiiiiie, 299-301
COMBATING CORRUPTION AS COMMUNITY ......ocoovvvnieneinnn, 302-321

1Y



CHAPTER 23

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AS A WAY FORWARD .................. 322
THE FIRST ECONOMIC FOUNDATION .......ooviiiiiiiie 323-333
SIGNIFICANCE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC

PARTICIPATION ..ot e, 334-337
AGRICULTURAL SURPLUSES ..., 338
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AS AN ALTERNATIVE FOR
SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT .........coiiiiiiiiienen. 339
THE COMMUNITY-BASED PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAMME.......... 340

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME ...... 341
EMERGING CONTRACTOR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

(ECDP) ..o e 342-344
CHAPTER 24

UPLIFTING HEALTH SERVICES DEVASTATED BY POLITICAL
VIOLENCE ...t 345
HOW THEY GOT AFFECTED? .....vvvvteeoeeeoeeeeeeeeeoeoeo 345
IMPACT ON HEALTH SERVICES AND SYSTEMS ........ocvvvivoi 346
ACCESS TO SERVICES ......ovteoteeoeeoe oo 346
INFRASTRUCTURE ..........comuivimeaiireooeeeee oo 347
EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES .....coviooieeoeeoeeoeeoee 348
HUMAN RESOURCES ......covveoee oo 348

REMEDY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF HEALTH
SERVICES

IMPROVING HEALTH SERVICE AND SvsTan 777 24350
CHAPTER 25
HIV/AIDS AWARENESS ....ooiiiiiiiee e 354-356
PREVENTION OF THE HIV/AIDS ....ccooviiiiaiie 357-359
CHAPTER 26
ENVIRONMENTAL CARE .......ccooooiiiiiiiieee e 360-365



CHAPTER 27

(00 (01 510 1) (0 366-369

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC STRUCTURE BY DIVISION ....... 370-377

GLOSSARY oot 378-380

APPENDICES ...t 381

APPENDIX 1-3 L 381-383

1 CHRONOLOGY OFEVENTS ... 384-389

2 STATISTICS ..., 390
WEAPONRY ..o 390-391

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND OTHER SIGHTED MATERIJAL ................... 392- 0 44 #

vi



c Qokama

izana 7y

Hagstéff'

\J-

Mbabane . .

. MOZAMBIQUE

ILAN
P

SR

Game/Nature reserves
National freeway
National route

Arterial route

Ralh;ly

Cities, bullt-up aress
Large towns

™9 4 80 120 160
Kllometres




/\ . Swaziland

Transvaal

Orange Free

State

LESOTHO S

NATAL & KWAZULU:
POPULATION DENSITY
1991 <




Orange Free

State

LESOTHO

Transvaal

.....
1

Swaziland

% POPULATION
AGED LESS THAN
6 YEARS

<10
10 - 15
15 - 20

20 - 30

NATAL & KWAZULU:

L




Ndumo.
A S A A Ingwavuma
Chaﬂesmwn. Pautpietersbu
Groerwvlei [ ]
OR ANGEK FREE Ingogo Magud. Mbazwana’
S T A T wecht @Ubombo
B Macaden, Louwsberg
Nejvcaste Os! - Vryhei Hiobane
) .Ngome
Normandie, Kingsley
[} ANNhause) ] Gluckstad Noengoma
Hamingsguit eMondlo Hiublphve
- -
Gidncoe e Hiabisa
- Nqutu Mahlabatini
n Reenen Wasbani Babanango
esters andsiaagte lundi
Hefpmekaar
mith Pomeroy
Oliviershoek Ezakheni i . Nkandla Meimoth Miubatu
Exombe: . B Nsele kwah bi
Bergulle Colenso Tugela Ferry banana ’
O ’r Winterton Empangeni °
(4 3 2nen o . ICHARDS BAY
e ANsko| howe .
] Laskop Estcount  Muden ! e
Mrunzini
Inyona
. A ‘ oRerveei ’ Mandini o
LESOTHO © Mool Rver Mapumulo Andini DURRAN NORTH DISTRICT
Nottingham N:vs’::"” Durban North
Road > naver Gl
& ammond @ Harburg nger Gmdendde Park
] mpendie @ Howi artburg Umhlali Inanda
sani Pass . Q Hifton Nawedwe® KwaMashu
A termaritzburg - M. E;’;mmbe
& Hmgite percown Inandg, @fen fam DURRAN DISTRICT prewerk
i Inc
@ gv Thomwille - 52 Mashu Berea ' Stanger
N ® Bulwver maja Pinetown C R Swart Plein E’f‘?ia:
Q CousnmasNec ¢ Rewvmond® P DURBAN ot Verutam
idﬂlovo b Urniazs
Femdale Crhighton mbumbulu .
Nghty h .
kwaMak nzimfot PINETOWN DISTRICT PIETERMARITZBURG DISTRICT
Swarther xapo Dududu. Pinetown Pietermaritzburg
h Frankiin iqhfars Umkomaas ;“;l'grﬁl B”Bhops!m:eoad
patAtECedaville Scortburgh Kloof Camperdown
into pe
TRANSKEI Umzin KwaDabeka Crammond
Msinsini Mahvemn Hammarsdale
St ngms ® Mayville Howick
\Wesa ’ Mokhweni Impendte
® Hardi Hibberdene Pinetown West lnr::hanga
P Riverview MicHllovo
" Westville Mourtain Rse
1z eni e Port Shepstone Nottingham fload
DURRAN SOUTH DISTRICT CHATSWORTH DISTRICT Preslbuareyr
Amanzimtot Chatsworth Richmond
T R A N/S K E argate Brighton Beach Cato Manor Sobantu
Port Edward Louis Botha Airport Isipingo Thorwille
Mon(da:‘h Sydenham Town Hill
NATAL & KWAZULU: POLICE STATIONS
South African Police Stations
Cartogragmc e, Un /) ot Piocormarzinrg KwaZulu Police Stations




-

o Site of Battle
of the Forest

Patheni




DEDICATION
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Gala-ka- noDade pioneers of
African nation building.

To the liberation of African
Movements and civic association of
South Africa for liberation of our minds;

In the tradition of African Ancestral commemoration,;
This Thesis is dedicated to John Langalibalele
Dube who trusted in us descendants;

To carry out the victory for which he sacrificed so much.

It is for all South African people;
Who have fought for the simple truth
Race First

And it is especially for those who

Do not understand the meaning of that
Truth.

For those South Africans who would be
Seduced into the labyrinth of Academic
This Thesis is written to free your
Minds; that your spirit might soar.
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QUOTATIONS

There was a third White destroyer; a missionary who wanted to replace all knowledge of
our way with fables even our children laughed at them. We told the missionary we had
such fables too, but kept them for the entertainment of those yet growing up — fables of
gods and devils and a supreme being above everything. We told him we knew soft minds
needed such illusions, but that when any mind grew among us to adulthood it grew
beyond these fables and came to understand that these indeed a great force in the world, a
force spiritual and able to shape the physical universe, but that force is not something cut
off, not something separate from our selves. It is an energy in us, strongest in our
working, breathing, thinking together as one people, weakest when we are scattered,
confused, broken into individual, unconnected fragments.

- AYIKWEI ARMAH

Where did our poverty, our material backwardness, our cultural inferiority complexes
begin and why? Why do they persist in spite of political independence?

- CHINWEIZU
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INTRODUCTION

I was convinced that what troubled me and what I wanted to know was what troubled
people of South Africa and what they wanted to know. We wanted to know the whole
truth, good and bad. My research therefore is concerned with political violence and
conflict in Richmond between the middle of 1980’s up to the late 1990°s. What the Black
people suffered and died in the hands of the then government in Richmond. This is an

entirely new approach to the political conflict and violence in KwaZulu-Natal.

The uniqueness of this thesis is not an accident. It is purposefully structured to create a

balance between my presentation of that data contained and a level of socio-political and

the general reading of the public.

The general argument in that an understanding in any given period of the political
conjuncture requires an analysis which, on the one hand, is historically specific,
descriptive account of struggles and events. To achieve this, it is necessary to analyse not
only to prevailing struggles but also the structural condition which mark the character of

a period and provide the specific context against which the content and direction of

political and violent conflict can be understood.

Africa has always known political and violent conflict and its soil regularly stained with
blood of African people. The political conflicts of the last ten decades have been the most

vicious, have created the most suffering and so are worthy examination.
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The root cause of political conflict reach back to the age of slavery. It continued through
the era of industrial development as well as in the South Africa’s Act of 1909, the historic
compromise between Britain and Boers that retrenched racial dominance in South Africa.
When Nationalist Party assumed parliamentary control of South Africa in 1948, it had
only to refine and further codify a practice of racial discrimination that was already
entrenched by the British, while the intention of the new government was clearly racist

and discriminatory (Terry Bell, 2000, p.15).

During apartheid era, a settler population of 4.5 million Europeans controlled a land area
of 472.359 square miles, which they identify as “The Republic of South Africa”. This
White minority government held 21 million Africans hostage in their indigenous
homeland. The Africans could not vote, could not buy or sell land, they could not live
where they chose, move around at will, nor work where they wish. Africans could not be

elected to public office nor be members of parliament, they therefore have no political

power and no control over their lives.

Africans were 72 percent of the population and were relegated to 13 percent of the land
was reserved for Whites, who comprise only 16 percent of the population. Africans
earned 29.4 percent of the nation’s wages and can expect an average income of 330 rands

per annum. Europeans earned 58.7 percent of the nation’s wages and can expect an

annual income of 1.300 rands.
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All public education was racially segregated and based on philosophy of what might be
called “racial pragmatism”, to put it euphemistically. Prime Minister Verwoerd then
Minister of Native Affairs, put it this way in 1993.
“Education must train and teach people in accordance with their opportunities in
life, according to the sphere in which they live ... the Bantu must be guided to
serve his own community in will respects. There is no place for him in the

European community, however, all doors are open, for this reason it is of no avail
for him to receive a European community while he cannot and will not be

absorbed there”
In the area of health, there was one doctor for every 333 Whites and one doctor for every
19 000 Africans. There was a child mortality rate of 14 percent, and a life expectancy of
67 for the Europeans, with a child mortality rate of 60 percent and a life expectancy of 55

for Africans (Hypirg and S.A. Perspectives, Africa Fund, American Committee on

Africa, January 1984).

This political situation was under constant attack by the African community such as of
Richmond. Because of the escalation organized by African resistance the White

government intensified “legal” repression. In 1988 the Terrorism Act, the Unlawful

solidated under the Internal Security Act. This act allowed:

* Indefinite incommicado detention without charge or trial
Outcoming of any organization alleged to be threatening to public safety or order.

Prohibition of the printing, publication or dissemination of any periodical or any

other publication.

* Prohibition of any gathering or meeting.
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e Random police searches.
e Curtailment of travel rights of any person and restriction of rights of

communication, association and participation in any activity.

In order to control Black movements, to inhibit their ability to organize, to control their
labour, and for purpose of surveillance — Africans 16 years of age and over are required
to be fingerprinted and to carry a pass book at all times. The book contains a record of
their Bantustan identification, of their employment, permits to enter White areas and a

record of taxes and family status.

Under such circumstances, again African people felt to revolt. The mood was sour and
cranky. This is the root course of political and violent conflict in Richmond. More than
3000 people have been killed which has raged in the Midlands since January 1987 or an
average, more than one person every single day. Well over 100 000 people have been

displaced, many of them more than once. Probably more than 10 000 homes have been

destroyed (Financial Times 20-1-94).

Political and violent conflict cannot occur at random. At the same time Black people
cannot suddenly confront each other violently. The culture of Africans is organic,
harmonious and spiritual. African values respect differences an applaud pluralism. This
history of harmony, stemming from a strong sense of God-Consciousness in nature and
each other, was denied by the then government and their White culture which views

harmony as a lack of progress. Progress, in an Afrikaaner manner, grows out of conflict,
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the following statement from P.W. Botha taken from speech delivered in 1985, addressed
to his “beloved White Afrikaaners”.

“Priority number one, we should not, but all means allow anymore increases of
the Black population lest we be chocked very soon. [He advocated the use of
chemicals...] To contrast any further population increases and fertility destroyers
I am also sending a special request to all Afrikaaner mothers to double their birth
rate, we should engage higher zear to make sure that Black men are separated
from their women and fines imposed upon married wives who bear children. (He
referred to Africans as greedy who are after our blood). We cannot simply stand
and watch all the laurels we have created being plundered by these barbaric and
lazy kaffirs... It is our strong conviction, therefore that the Black is raw material
for the White man. So brothers and sisters, let us join hands together to fight
against this Black devil. By now everyone of us has seen practically that the
Blacks cannot rule themselves. Give them guns and they will kill each other. They
are in other else but making noise, dancing, marrying many wives and indulging
in sex... Let us all accept that the Black man is the symbol of poverty, mental
inferiority, laziness and emotional incompetence “QOur experts should work day
and night to set the Black against his fellow man”. His inferior sense of moral can
be exploited beautifully and here is creature that lacks foresights. The average
Black does not plan his life beyond a year.

Here Botha urged the experts to set the “Black man against his fellow man”. This also
indicates that the then state security organs were mandated to create schism among
Africans. This is what the turbloid of South Africa failed to focus on. Rather they

arrogantly claimed that it was “Black on Black Violence”.

The theme of this study will focus on how was the structure of the securito-organs? What
methods they applied in order to create disunity among Africans? The then government

sponsored violence resulted in a number of deaths among Africans.

We must ask the question as to why the then government and Afrikaaner volks resort to

evil methods other than harmony so as all people of South Africa regardless of race and
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creed should leave together? Bobby Wright a Black psychologist, says simply that the
collective behaviour of White folks “reflects on underlying biologically transmitted
proclivity roots deep in evolutionary history. He said the patterns of behaviour we have
been describing is symptomatic of the “psychopathic personality”, he continued while

usually functioning well in their society.

Is of average or above average “intelligence”.

e Isunable to experience guilt.

e Has no feeling of insecurity.

e Isunable to accept blame or to learn from experience.

* Is sexual inadequate and has difficulty forming close personal relationship.

* Appears to be hones and human, but has only selfish motivation.

e Has almost no ethical development.

e Has almost total disregard for appropriate patterns of behaviour.

¢ Consistently ignores concepts of right and wrong.

And rejects constituted authority state sponsors violence wars carried by elements
who resembled the abovementioned statement. There were times whereby the
president of the then state like F.W. De Klerk will pretend as if he knew nothing
of atrocities carried out by some security departments. In my thesis I will reveal
that the then President De Klerk knew every evil carried by these securocrats.

There was a time F.W. De Klerk would justify raids against Africans in

townships.
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The capacity of the then government securocrats to commit acts of physical brutality and
destruction against the Africans particularly in Richmond was proportionate to the place
of power (i.e. control over other) in its ideology and the degree to which its image and
conception of those outside the culture of Afrikaaner lack the characteristics of
“humanness”. Afrikaaner policy had an enormous capacity for the perpetration of

physical violence against Black people in townships, its integrity was neither threatened

nor disrupted by such occurrences.

A truce was called by the then government of F.W. De Klerk, unbanning Black liberation
movements of South Africa. Negotiation process took place at World Trade Centre in
Johannesburg to establish democracy in our lifetime. There was a great jubilation from
Africa. Seemingly the state sponsored political violence was coming to an end. People

thought they were going to enjoy fruits of freedom.

However, in areas like Richmond people continued to be eliminated. This kind of
political violence took a different pattern. It was no longer IFP versus ANC as it was

planned by the then government.

A question comes as to who is responsible for this? Politicians like President Mandela

concluded the “invisible hand” to put it categorically “Third Force” elements were

suspected to be the ones who are responsible.
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My thesis then will highlight the activities of Third Force based on well researched data
from various sources. It should be remembered that when apartheid securocrats
disbanded and new democratic government took power, these elements (Third Force)
were in access of guns. They were stubborn and group themselves as Afrikaaner Volk
such as AWB. Their activities such as training as assassins took place in the farms, etc.
They continued to hire some Africans to kill their fellow brothers. Arms Cashe could be

discovered hidden in remote areas such as Inquthu district town.

The activities of the sinister forces in Richmond over-simplifies the significance of
Africans culture. Third Force elements led to so many deaths amongst Africans. The
sinister forces violent approach makes it antagonistic to our views about life. Its

confrontational nature did not provide the spiritual satisfaction we have found in our

history of harmony.

These actors of violence were, on the other hand, those who have stood for apartheid and
who do not wish to see it replaced with a non-racial society (Paulos Zulu “Ethnicity and
Federation, 9.94). In the study of political and violent conflict is that a truth may slowly
emerge, time after time, until it clearly forms itself into a truth impregnable. Yet that truth
may be so repugnant, so utterly void of any rational or intelligent reason for is existence,

that hardly journalist and liberal politician would wish to take it in his or her work.

Yet I will write that “Third Force” elements were the implacable foe, and everlasting

enemy of the Black people. The compelling reason for publicly putting this declaration in



its political contexts is clear. The necessary re-education of Richmond community and a
possible solution of crises can begin. Third Force was their bitter enemy for this is not the
ranting of wild-eyed militancy, but the calm and unmistakable verdict. Even the sample
case-study of townships around Richmond proves that people were the victim of Third

Force elements (Hit and Run).

No one to have noticed or understood the signals from the Whites, signals which tell how
tremendously important the then White government and sinister White forces regard any
movement toward unity among the Blacks. Nothing racial seemed to have upset them
more., That is why they insisted on being “in on” any Black organizational movement.

Unity among the Blacks has been prevented by using the elements of sinister forces, to

keep Blacks disorganized.

Third Forces were keenly aware of tremendous power of any well organized groups. It
will be expedient to highlight again that in the thesis I am going to write, elaboration of

sinister forces, be detailed. Further suggestions for conflict resolution will be worth to be

mentioned.
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Tn pursuing to write this work, I was driven by the ambitious precedent laid down by

William Faulkner in his 1950 Nobel Prize acceptance speech. He said

“The young writer must leave no room in his workshop for anything but the old
verities and truths of the heart, the old Universal truths lacking which any story is
ephemeral and doomed — love and honour and pity and pride and compassion
and sacrifice. Until he does so, he labors under a curse. He writes not of love but
of lust, of defeats in which nobody loses anything of value of victories without
hope and worst of all without pity and compassion. His griefs, grieve on no
universal bones, leaving no scars. He writes not of the heart but the glands”.

The significance of the study is to look for better solutions towards solving a political
violence. However some individuals look at conflict as an inescapable part of our daily

lives. To them it is an inevitable result or our greatly complex, competitive and often

litigious society.

As human beings it is of necessity to learn how to deal with conflict effectively, an
essential life skill. It is of significance that every group in our society regardless of ones
age, social role, profession, cultural background or beliefs. One of the first steps in
becoming more effective at resolving political violence is to understand the positive
potential that await in all situations. In other words, we need to transform how we think
about conflict. Prof. Dudley Weeks discerned that we might transform our perception of

what really is. He continued:

“The first perception in need of transformation is that conflict is always a
disruption of order, a negative experience, error or mistake in a relationship,
however, we need to understand that political conflict is actually an outgrowth of
diversity that can be utilized to clarify a relationship, to provide additional ways
of thinking and options for action that you may not have considered, and to open
up possibilities for improving a relationship.”
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This perspective in need of transformation is that political violence is always a battle
between competing and incompatible self-interests or desires. Thinking of political
violence in this way leads us to feel that the other party is trying to block our getting what
we want and both parties become more and more stubborn as they pursue their own
desires and ignore the presence of needs on goals the two parties might actually share.
The purveyors of Marxian school of thought discern that when we fear political violence
or perceive it as a negative experience, we harm our chances of dealing with it
effectively. The truth, however is that political violence is neither positive nor negative in
and of itself. Political violence is an outgrowth of the diversity that characterizes our
thoughts, our attitudes, our beliefs, our perceptions and our social systems and structures.

It is as much a part of our existence as is evolution.

The eyes of the world are on South Africa. The eye of a South African must be on his
own centre, one that reflects and resembles him and speaks to him in his own language.
This is the imperative that the African centered perspective is addressing the truth,
nothing else but the truth, this is the issue I am confronted with. It is pleasing to see one’s
reflection magnified many times saying the right thing, knowing the right way and
writing the truth. There is a vision of Xhosa saying that “once one has had a vision, he
cannot return it”. I am having a vision of exposing elements behind the political conflict
in Richmond. To those who will share in this vision will not ignore or turn back on it.

And finally a vision of suggesting a way forward for community and economic

development in that region.
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METHODOLOGY

My chosen approach is African-centred perspective. A question may be asked by the
reader why African centred perspective? The answer is simple (1) It has competence (2)
Clarity of perspective, and (3) Understanding of the subject. In competence is the analytic
skill with which applied to investigate about Political and Violent conflict in Richmond.
It is the ability and capability of performing adequately when I am being confronted with
problems related to my subject. On clarity perspective, it is my ability to focus on the
African centred issues in the subject area and to interpret those issues in a way that will

expose the essential factors constituting the subject.

What I hope to provide the relationship of Black people from various parts of Richmond
Township (Magoda, Smozomeni, Endaleni and Epatheni). This thesis is politically and
socially. My perception is to initiate valid approaches to problems and issues. At the

same time I am a person who is capable of understanding many points of views because I -

value such diversity of opinions.

I may change my perspective by altering my conditions. The need for Afro-perspective is

so great that it is impossible for me not to have applied it on writing this thesis.

Again the question most often encountered is why need for an African centred? And my

question why not? Who else would you want to have at your centre?



It is the time when we must remember all that has gone before us and all that is to come
upon us. The time that is here to expose atrocities committed against our Black brothers

and sisters in Richmond.

This approach is pro-African genius and African value created. This perspective offers
national inquiry into the nature of that violent and political conflict. It is purposeful

giving a true sense of facts of conflict in that region.

Instead of beginning the research work with political and violent conflict between the
middle of the eighties to the middle of the nineties, I began with a short review of
Richmond history in general and European colonization of Natal in particular

Colonialism seemed also to have contributed to that phenomenon.

I had to raise my sights immediately. In early 1990 I entered Richmond city for a series
of background study of the surroundings, particularly the African township. I visited
Richmond Archives with the sole purpose of gathering the history of colonialism,
colonialism in Richmond, colonial administration policies. My approach is quest for

some specific answers to very specific questions.
The whole work, therefore is an honest effort to present the basic viewpoints of the

people of Richmond themselves on the major changes that affected their lives. The key

word here is “Truth”, for it will become equally clear that some of the conclusions drawn
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from the research are not supported by current neo-conservative liberal thinking or

practices, and that, in fact there is often a head-on clash.

My approach is developed in part as a reaction to media sensation. It set off from bias of
media. It is to highlight those accurate generalization aboat that conflict in Richmond.
However, I will stress a consciousness of how I arrived at a generalization. Definition,
measurements, the testing of hypothesis will be symptomatic of this approach. In broad
terms, my approach tries to specify the intellectual process by which I reached a
conclusion so that the reader may see the flaws, as well as every application of
intelligence. In doing so my approach is trying to minimize (or not least make obvious)

the biases and preconceptions I being about political violence in Richmond.

Having drawn this initial distinction, I must apologetically add that so far, my approach

will generate more questions about patterns than tested generalization or theory.

My research have explored Richmond’s problems from every angle. It is both qualitative
and quantitative. Many so called liberal thinkers and media experts have offered advice
as to what should or should not be done in that conflict in Richmond. Just one thing is

missing: they all failed to take into consideration what Africans themselves desired.
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POPULATION AND SAMPLE

I did explore what motivated the African youth to support organizations such as UDF,
COSATU and ANC and how they survived in consequences of political involvement in
Richmond. I worked closely with ten youths and six elderly people. They were not
randomly selected people. Between them they had spend few years in prison and in exile.
Some have been beaten, interrogated, tortured and kept for months in solitary
confinement. All of them were born in Richmond. They did not dwell on their awful
experiences in townships suwrrounding Richmond but when asked., recount them in a
matter-of-fact way. One of the youths was tortured by KwaZulu Police so severely and so

frequently that he attempted suicide.

Given the time and vulnerability of these people, their selection and methods used in the
research had to be done with care and close consultation with those who participated in
political violence. I focused on their networks of support amongst comrades in political
organisation. This was done through interview and group sessions, all of which

instructed, taped and transcribed and through some basic questionnaires.

As young comrades affiliated to UDF were linked by a network of friendship and
political commitment. Their willingness to participate in my research emerged from their

acknowledgement that the effects of system of oppression on their lives and the lives of
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their affiliation to liberation movement was examined and documented. Checks on the

veracity of their story occurred in group session.

There was a constant consultation with informants that I consider reliable and in many
cases informaats who observe events or participated in them. I have heard that
individuals in Richmond were throunded by the events tended to make what I consider to
be too objective. In as such I checked information from other observers and also other

political faults which hinder at earlier conflict.

DATA ANALYSIS

It became evident that the spiral of violence was continuous and interreléted. [ find it very
useful to check on political material which seemed to suggest continuing data relating to
earlier conflict. Use of tape recording to the victims of violence was essential. Most of
these people are illiterate. They only know the mother tongue that is IsiZulu. Since I
speak both IsiZulu and English, I interpreted from Zulu to English language. I double-

checked the cassette recordings, avoiding misinterpretation.

Finally, questions were of data analysis from a number of households across the
townships of Endaleni, Mgoda, Phatheni and Smozomeni. I did ask what proportion of
people (Africans) in this violent conflict were affiliates of political organisations?

On sinister forces or third force I had a number of questions analysed. They are as

follows:-In the sinister operations at Richmond who was involved?



Never has our future been more unpredictable, never we depended so much
on political forces that cannot be trusted to follow the rules of common
sense and self interest forces that look like sheer insanity, if judged by the
standards of other centuries.

- Hawnnah Arend!

CHAPTER 1

1.1. Richmond in the Midlands

It was early spring; the sun was warm through the windscreen of taxi 1 had hired,
while the wind outside skid off the dry veld. In this part of the KwaZulu Province
climate changes dramatically with altitude; the beautiful valleys are watered by
perennial rivers, then a dozen miles further on a dustbowl has there is another
country. Richmond is a town that lies South-South West of Pietermaritzburg on
the national road from Natal to the Cape via the Transkei and to Garden Route
(Shepstone : 1994:1). It is built on the slopes of a hill in a wide valley and it
commands beautiful views of the surrounding distant hills. It is partly enriched by

a loop of the Ilovo River. It is about 2,890 feet above sea level.

As Natal rises from sea level in the East and to the high peaks of the Drakensberg
in the West, so the Richmond district rises from a lower altitude of 2,500 feet in

the East to the high hills over 5,000 feet in the West.

Its climate and vegetation correspondingly varies quite miserably in the differing

altitudes, physical features and aspect of the terrain. This is a temperate region of



the summer rainfall area throughout . Thunderstorms and hailstorms are regular
with which the farmers operating in the area have to contend. These hailstorms are
usually very localised and may pass through one or two farms leaving an adjoining
farm completely unscathed or even without a drop of rain. Severe “dry” electrical
storms occur quite often and periods of several years of draught and unusually
heavy rains seem to alternate and reoccur in cycles. The average annual rainfall in
the area is considered to be 40 inches (1,000m). The central region of the district
falls into the Mist Belt, where sometimes, in the warmer months, for weeks on end,

mist and drizzle occur and occasionally the sun may not be seem for six weeks.

Throughout most of the higher areas there is a considerable contrast between day
and night temperatures and frost is common in winter. Snowfalls are not
uncommon and usually occur every three or four year. On the whole, the district
does not have heavy winds. The prevailing winds are from the East, but in winter,

south westerly often brings back front in their terrain. In August hot berg winds

are usual. (Coulson 1986:11)

The rolling hills are covered with luxuriant, green grass standing up to three feet in
height and providing cover and food for game of every kind. Thorn trees and
patches of indigenous bushes on the topment slopes of south facing hillsides
provide the only timber. Today Richmond Town is blessed with a beautiful eco-

system whose cycle has suffered from the turbulent politicisation of tribal society



and the militant reaction against it. The town sprawling surroundings whose
anguish has been inflicted by a spate of political killings, that seemingly cannot be
traced or solved by the police. As it’s beautifully climate increasingly became
every farmer’s dream in the 1960’s, so did its bushy landscape subsequently
become a fertile ground for evil doings which has enveloped the Midlands region
for many years (Independent on Saturday, January 30, 1999). Behind these
statistics and descriptions lie people who live and die, who have holes made in
them by 137 knife thrusts, who are bumnt to death, who are blasted by shotgun
blasts, who go to lawyers and appear in court as witnesses and are then gunned
down by the people they testified against, people who are interviewed by

journalists, then detained and interrogated by policemen. (Aitchison, 1994:8)

Something about Richmond reminds me of Boipatong in the then Transvaal (now
Gauteng) : beauty out of one eye, a slum out of the other. Beneath the vast canopy
of an African sky, silhouettes of women file across the saddle of a hill in order to
draw water from a well where cattle drink and defecate. Most rural people have no
choice but to walk up to half a mile to get water. Most have no sanitation, no

electricity and no telephone .Above all they have no work.

The shadows on the road are those of slight children and their mothers, walking,
carrying and enduring. Thousands of people were dumped at Magoda, Phatheni,

Smozomeni and Endaleni, all part of this area. Officially known as “redundant” or



“surplus”, they were unable to serve in the mines or the quarries or the foreign or
locally-owned factories, and there were already too many sweepers, gardeners and
nannies. They were women , children and the elderly, the infirm and the disabled.
They were taken into tracks to places where there was nothing; some were left in
forest areas known as Bantustans and homelands, the townships were like
concentration camps, an inspiration of the Dutch born Hendrik Verwoerd, the
architect of the apartheid monster. Ordinary people in these hardest-hit townships

spent their nights in fear and their weekends burying the dead.

The first things that strike me in Richmond townships were the genuine, heartfelt
friendliness of its people, the calm dignity, beauty and cleanliness of its women;
and the quite charm of its sloping hills and sweeping, flower-studded valleys.
Suddenly both the sun and the people come out again smiling just as though

nothing had happened.

Richmond is a land of extremes. When the moon and the stars are veiled the nights
are inky black, not just dark. But when the skies are clear and the moon and the
stars come out to shine, night is not the same for such brightness. Where else in
Africa, one wonders, does the moon shine so brightly that people can be seen
clearly at an unbelievable distance?

Everyone is busy. The women are washing and cooking, old men repair wheel

boroughs, and children romp and play up and down the river and in the shallow



water. One needs to stop at the small village market square outskirts of Richmond,
for this is also a social centre for women and children. The big ten and twelve
litre tin cans or plastics are filled with water and set aside. The women talk
amongst themselves. The children play, come forming circles to clap hands and

dance to “handkerchief”.

No one is in a rush to do something and certainly not to get back to the house. A
girl of about twelve years old stands apart, undresses and takes a bath in her tin
dish. No one looks or pays her the slightest attention. A little boy of six places
pads on his head. This means he is ready to go and two of the larger boys and a
mother help to lift the big bucket tin of water to his head. The weight causes his

legs to buckle, but he moves off bravely.

Travelling along the roads between the village may be an interesting spectacle as
one stops inside a village. A wide but shallow stream flows outside the village.
There are three groups of naked bathers. The men are near the bridge, the women
further upstream, with the children having their fun in between the two adult

groups. The men and boys not only do not stare at the naked female bathers; they

appear not to glance even in their direction.

There is a little post office in this village . One can either talk along distance or

send a telegram from there . There are not more than fifty families, but there is



already talk about building a community centre. By contrast, the people of
Phatheni, an isolated township, seem to be quite satisfied with things as they were
and are at present. Back here the people go half-naked, covering from the hips to
the knees only. However, the women take care by covering their entire body,

especially as a stranger approaches.

The forest around abounds with bananas, Amadumbe, oranges and lemons. In the
clearing around the village itself meilies, beans, and peppers are planted. Informal
traders are everywhere along the roadside ,some with only a handful of
merchandise. On market days — these are staggered and set for every village or
township. There are often more sellers than buyers. Just about every woman is
selling something, or at least has something to sell. Since no man would
condescend to be found buying in the market, sales possibilities are seemingly
limited. But if one lingers long enough, he will discover that the market place, like
the village market, is a social gathering place, and that for many, selling, while
desirable, is really only incidental. Further ahead there is a mother and daughter
pounding phuthu. If you pass through any community and fail to see this activity
going on anywhere, the unusual has happened, and one of the most characteristic
scenes of Richmond has been missed. UPhuthu is sweat — drawing labour. But
the women prefer the traditional method to any labour — saving machine. “No,”
they will tell you everywhere. For then it would not be uPhuthu. How it is made

is a part of uPhuthu, and who makes it is an essential part of it. For the attitude is



that while all modern gadgets are just fine, they should never be allowed to
“destroy” everything that makes a women worthwhile and necessary. So uPhuthu
turns out to be useful happiness for women; they are not thinking about replacing it

with any cute little machine.

In Endaleni Centre the letter writers sit at their little tables on the sidewalk near the
post office. They stand in line, but a mother with a baby strapped to her back is
urged to move to the head of the line. This is another cultural gesture in the
African man’s attitude towards his womenfolk. Along the sidewalks tailors are
busy at their sewing machines, pausing now and then to take an order. Then in
another always interesting sight of the sidewalk one can witness barbers kneeling

on pads and the customers sitting flat on the ground.

At the next township Esmozomeni a builder is making “concrete” blocks for
houses and shows me the kind of soil used. It is here I learned that the African
builder-ants, those who build those big mounds fifteen feet high, exude a fluid like
cement in the process. River sand is often mixed with cement in making building
blocks. I decided to assist for an hour these builders of blocks. Women prepare
meals in the kitchen. The frying amagwinya with polony was served and a mug of
amarewu. At lunchtime we sit by the roadside and eat with the men, all over

anxious to share their meal. This eating by the roadside with the men however, is



no “put on”, no acting for appearances. We had work with shovel and spade, and

we were hungry. Never did istambu (beans and samp) tasted so good.

There were many special honours, such as when Chief of the village sent runners
to greet me a mile down the road before I reached his homestead. The Chief
slaughtered a sheep, an expression of esteem followed by “libation” and then the
serving of umqombothi (traditional African beer. Before one drinks the beer, he
pours a small portion on the ground, an act of remembrance or sharing with the

departed. Later I got the permission to interview the locals.

At the market place, Smozomeni , a market woman from whom I wished to buy
smilingly refers me to another woman “who hadn’t sold anything today.”
Everything is well organized here. There is a section of fruits, a section for
traditional attire, a section for kitchenware, a section for meats. Freshly killed

beef, pork and mutton are laid out in the open and long rows of tables are set for

the customers.

Here women appear to be by far more industrious than the men, being
everlastingly engaged in doing something, selling by the roadside or in the market
place, pounding pap, bringing water from the comer of the tap, washing clothes,

cooking, preparing African beer for fermenting and drying, always busy, the

women of Richmond.



By contrast, the men of the townships appear to be the leisure class, casually
strolling up and down the streets and lanes, sitting under trees drinking Ijuba beer
in doorways , or congregating in front of some of the shops, debating the issues of
football. But this picture is somewhat misleading, for whether one sees this, it all
depends on what day or days he happen to be in the township. It may be Tuesday.
On Wednesday you might wonder where all the men are. They would be at work
on the farm or on the roads with the Transport Department doing casual work or at
machine making clothes or under a shed making furniture and other household
articles. Seeing the endless industry of the women, your indignation may rise at
sight of so many men apparently loafing and sleeping sprawled out in the shade of
a tree. Then you learn that many of these men were at work on their farms before

dawn while you were still in bed.

This is the area that later turned violent, a continuous process that resulted due to

the struggles between the oppressor and the oppressed.

1.2.1. Colonization

In a letter urging the British Crown to keep the Colonial Policy on Natal, Professor

AF. Hattersley wrote thus of the emigration to Natal.



“Thought Natal was separated from the Cape Colony in 1847, the newly
established Government was confronted by problems of such magnitude
that the continued existence of the district as a European settlement was a
matter for earnest consideration. Discontent with the land grants and
Native Policy of the British Authorities had largely denuded Natal of its
white population and many of the Dutch farmers had abandoned the
district by 1848. Large numbers of Natives continued to pour into the
country in search of sanctuary from Zulu tyrancy. There seemed little
prospect of filling vacant spaces — through further migration from Cape
and if Natal was not to be abandoned altogether to native occupation, the
only alternative was extensive settlement of farmers from Europe.
Emigration from England of farmers with a small capacity had been
suggested by the authorities in Natal as early as 1846.

Emigration seemed the appropriate remedy for this distress. At the same

time, it would serve colonial needs through the opening up of
underdeveloped land.

These exercise of power, which colonizers attribute to themselves and which they

continuously seek, was manifested in the ability to conquer everything they find.

Their assessment of themselves includes their birthright to conquer, not only

everything they happen to come in contract, but also by seeking new lands, nature

and people. (Marimba Ani : 1997, pp. 248).

Part of this expansion was imperialistic in nature: The British power established

political control over the people of Richmond. With the creation of the Colony of

Natal, the British determined to a large extent the social, economic and political

practices of the society they dominated. Resistance was common from Africans,
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A Colony was created through force and was recognized by the British as
“belonging” to the colonizers. Any attempt to change these circumstances without

the consent of the colonizers usually meant war.

The British generally perceived the Colony of Natal as normal and necessary part
of the political terrain. The British government rationalized the exploitative
aspects of imperialism as being part of “the white man’s burden” to bring
“civilization” to the lesser race (Africans). Behind the moralism stood the
pressured benefits of empire — a demonstration of prestige, capability, and
commitment. ( Beckman, 1984 : 36). The British government was assumed to
be the great power. The adage that “the sun never sets on the British empire”
metaphorically reflects some of the clout the British government carried in the
chancelleries of Europe. In terms of capabilities, the Colony of Natal gave
unqualified access to raw materials and to a market for manufactured goods; such
access promoted an expanding economy within the ruling state. The Colony of
Natal also necessitated the development of standing army, navy and merchant
marines to protect and exploit the land and its people. Finally, the colonial
possession was a clear indication in a global way, that imperialism was concerned

with developments abroad, and that it would fight to protect its interests.
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1.2.2. The Charles Joseph Byrne Immigration Scheme

After the Boers left Natal, the Lieutenant Governor and the Legislative Council of
the Colony welcomed schemes to introduce British settlers to fill the void created
by the Boers departure. In Britain, owing to lean times and increasing
unemployment, a number of emigration schemes were introduced, the best known
being that of Joseph Byrne. It was known as the Joseph Byrne Immigration and
Colonization Company, which was associated with a number of Wesleian
societies, like the Christian Emigration and Colonization society, which settled in
Richmond in the Byrne Valley (Carlson, 1986 : 26). Originally the settlement was
named Beaullieu, but the name fell into disuse because of the difficulty in
pronunciation. Richmond was named by John Moreland as a complement to the
Duke of Buccleu. Owing to the fore though of the Duke agents in South Africa,
Beaullieu tenants were laced on the land in comfortable circumstances, in what

Moreland described as sheltered position with abundant supply of water and

excellent soil.

In 1849, Henry East Grey, the British Colonial Secretary, made an agreement with
Byrne that for a deposit of £1,000, which he made with the Emigration
Commissioner in London , colonisation would occur. He could purchase 5,000
acres of Crown Land in Natal for 4 shillings an acre. By the 16" of May 1850 the

land was purchased. The emigrants were to pay Byrne 10 pounds for a steerage
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passage and for 20 acres of land, with an additional 5 acres for each child and half-
acre plot in the village that was laid out. Byme’s final profit would come later
from the sale of the balance of 3,000 acres, which the settlers could buy when they
wished to extend their farms. In this way all parties stood to gain. The settlers
looked forward to a new life with excellent prospects. Byrne would receive
considerable profit from the scheme, and the Natal government would gain a
valuable band of the so-called settlers to develop their interior of the Colony.

(Shepstone : 1994 : 10).

The adventures of Joseph Byrnes suffered dismally there and then. A fundamental
weakness laid in his failure to ascertain the practical difficulties of procuring land
in a Colony of untold acres. This was due to the shortage created by the Cape
Governor Sir Harry Smith’s prodigal policy in 1848, in alienating some two
million acres to three hundred and sixty trekkers in an attempted to retain them in
Natal in the interest of settlement and defence .This was achieved by the cession
to a small body of emigrant Dutch of the free grant of vast tracts of land, as Lord
Grey put it to Smith. Byrne himself complained in a letter to the “Natal Witness”
in September, 1850, when his difficulty obtaining land appeared to be insuperable,

of “a rapid growth of land recklessly made to Dutch applicants without thought of

the future”.
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Many liberal historians launched a fierce polemic on Charles Byrne, who they
labelled as an impostor — flamboyant, pompous, a fluent and convincing speaker,
yet a hypocritical rogue, with all the flair of company promoter anxious to push his
stock, impelled by that brand of sincerity which is borne of self-education

(J.Aitchison , personal interview 1999).

In Richmond land to the indigenous African people was supplied recklessly. Force
was however another means by which to eradicate those who resist eviction. No
nation or people accept brutal eviction. Afiican people decided to affiliate with the
Native Congress of South Africa to fight back for what had belonged to them.

This was one of the root causes of political and violent conflict in Richmond.

During the colonial era, the system undertook to make sure that inter-tribal
differences were emphasized, and that inter-tribal suspicions and jealousies were
kept aflame to a point short of open warfare. As a consequence each tribal group
in Richmond was suspicious of its neighbour. This became the foundation of
colonialism and what appeared to be a permanent guarantee of securing European
interests. Agent provocateurs were a part of the system glorifying “uncivilized”
customs as cultural values that must be preserved, while keeping the native

population in a state of mass ignorance .
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Having by conquest become masters of Natal, the British rulers began to seize

resources and organized their power for a long period of profitable stay.

First the colonizers began to take out of African use or occupancy whatever land
they wanted, and they assembled African labour to mine the land for coal or to
farm it for wool, cattle, timber, sugar, bananas and groundnuts. But as the African
people in Richmond were resisting their dispossess from their lands and were
unwilling to work in sugar cane fields, the colonizers had the land confiscated.
Indian indentured slaves were brought in to plough in the sugar cane fields and
African labour was compulsory. The means of doing this was the adoption by a
White ruling race of legal measures designed expressly to compel the individual
natives to apply to quit the land which they occupied and by which they could
live, and thus force them to work for the private gain of the White man. When
lands formerly occupied by natives were confiscated or otherwise annexed for
White owners, the creation of a labour supply out of the dispossessed natives was

usually a secondary object (Hobson : 1965 :265).

The measures taken by the colonizers were often quite brutal. For instance,
because they were considered too low and untenable for work in the White man’s
farms Richmond African people expelled from their homeland.

In many cases, they were like the Aborigenes in Australia, simply exterminated.

J.A. Hobson further elaborated on this phenomenon, to quote him “War, murder,
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strong drink, syphilis and other civilized diseases are chief instruments of a
destruction commonly couched under the euphemism “contact with a superior
civilization”. The land thus cleared from natives passes into White possession, and
White men must work it themselves, or introduce other lower industrial peoples to

work it for them...” (Hobson 1965:253)

If expulsion was deemed unprofitable other methods were tried. In Richmond
during the colonial era, in order to meet the insatiable demands of the farmers,
some dubious methods were devised. The grand plan was to break up the tribal
system which provided solidarity and some political and economic strength to
native life, set the kaffir on an individual footing as an economic bargainer, to
which he was wholly unaccustomed, take him by taxation or other “stimulus” from
his locality, put him down under circumstances where he has no option but to

provide cheap labour (Glen Grey Act, 1913).

Missionaries like those of the Methodist Church however, thought the
abovementioned plan went too far. They condemned it to be immoral. Their
scepticisms were met with justification statements from the admirers of
colonialism. A certain magistrate bluntly discerned “The labour question and land
question are indissolubly bound together. In my opinion it is of little use framing
enactments to compel unwilling persons to go out to work. It is like old saying

about leading a horse to the water, you can take him there, but you cannot make
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him drink. In the same way you may impose your labour-tax, but you cannot make
your unwilling person work. Create a healthy thirst in your horse and he will drink
fast enough. Similarly create the necessity for the native to work and he will work,
and none better. Hitherto, under our commercial tenure system, there has been little
absolute necessity for our young natives to leave their homes to work. The land
supplies them with food and few shillings will buy a blanket and as soon as the
young man marries he is entitled to receive will be stopped by the survey and
individual tenure — a young man before he marries a wife will have to be in a
position to support a wife and to obtain this he must work, and once having
married her, he must still work to maintain her and himself and once the necessity
of work is created there will be no lack of men ready and willing to work” (Blue

Book on Native Affairs, C.31, :75).

Astonishingly, the missionaries treated the magisterial opinion with warmth and
withdrew their Christian morals. It must have seemed part of God’s work to teach

the “lazy” native the dignity of toil by creating in him a healthy thirst for doing the

White man’s work (Chinweizu, 1983 :58).

Under such circumstances, the people of Richmond began to revolt and this is one

of the major causes of socio-political and violent conflict. Up till today the land

issue has not been properly solved.
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When they first came they had the bible, we had the land; now, we have the
bible, they have our land.
- Josiane Nespoulous Neuville

CHAPTER 2

2.1.  Christianity a powerful tool of mind control

During the colonial era the secret white volks discovered in their history is that
culture carries rules for thinking, and that if you could impose your culture on your
victims you could limit the creativity of their vision, and destroy their ability to act
with will and intent and in their own interest. A person then can conclude that this
imposition of white culture upon the black population was one of the major causes
of the political conflict in Richmond historically. Detailing how this phenomenon
affected the indigenous people of that region is a part of the present endeavour.
The justification for the church’s involvement was always couched in terms of
conversion. Many European historians identify conversionist sentiment with

something they call “humanitarian” which, in turn is identified as the universally

altruistic motivation of behaviour.

In “The Image of Africa”, Phillip Curtin )quotes from proceedings in the British
Parliament concerning the question of “Aborigines” in 1935. The responsibility of

the committee dealing with this question was to investigate government policy:
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“Native inhabitants or countries where British settlements are
made, and 1o the neighbouring tribes, in order to secure to them the
due observation of justice, and the protection of rights, to promote
the spread of civilization among them; and to lead them to the
peaceful and voluntary reception of the Christian religion. "

This is an example of what Curtin characterises as the humanitarian concerns of

the missionaries for the British Niger Expedition of the 1840’s. He identifies

“conversionist sentiment” with Christian humanitarism. He further claimed

“The dominant British attitude toward Africa became more
conversionist than ever. The Niger Expedition itself was a large-
scale public effort to convert barbarians to Western ways. The
middle decades of the century represent, indeed, the height of
conversionist sentiment.”’

Richmond fell under the jurisdiction of the Colonial office. The Amakhuze
people and their Chief Miso Dlomini were the occupiers of the place. They were
living in the area now called Endaleni.

Disputes occurred between the people of Emakhuzeni and Colonizers. Some left
Endaleni and moved towards the Umkhomazi River. Those who left were
converted into Christianity, known as Amakholwa (Coulson : 1986: 13).The
Rev James Allison established a Mission Station on the land granted to him by the
Governor of Natal. Those who have been converted remained and became loyal.
They were known as the Amakholwa tribe. Their first Chief was elected through

the permission of the Church. Endaleni became sanctuary for those Christian

Africans. Subsequent Chiefs were Chief Gilbert Majozi, Vivian Majozi and King
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Mphele. For many years only Christians of the Methodist persuasion were allowed

in the area of about 6,000 acres which the government had granted to Rev Allison.

The dispossession of the African land of 6,000 acres was not wholly consensual.
Force was used to remove the African people from their land. Mothers were
forsaking their children and husbands their wives, each striving to escape as best
they could. Some drowned in the rivers during the chase, others thought to have
escaped by hiding in the bush. And when the land was captured by the English
Colonizers, all praised God for the great mercy. He had shown them, in that he
had willed to give them such victory, and with so little damage to themselves.
They were all very joyful, praising loudly the LORD God for that he deigned to

give great help to such a handful of Christian people.

Christians have always been willing to fight bloody battles to convert others to
their way of thinking, even their own people. The cloak of Christianity was a most
convenient hiding place for those who had other designs. Hence the drive to
convert. Conversion meant also far more than conversion to Christianity. It meant

that Africans had to change into thinking like white man and accept all tenets

ofwestern civilization.

What happ_ened in the process of converting Africans to Christianity was the
supreme triumph of the whites over the blacks. Many Africans in Richmond
became non-Africans. Africans who were neither Christians were classed as
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“Heathens” and therefore required to disavow their whole Zulu culture. The
Africans in their own rights became non-persons, members of a race of nobodies,
so hopeless that self-realization as personalities, even in a subordinate status, could
only be achieved by becoming Christians. Indeed, in order to destroy completely
not only their African heritage, but also their very African identity psychologically,
they were forced to change their names to Christian names.

If we analyze Christian doctrines with regard to their psychological significance,
we differentiate between two problems. We can study the character structured of

the individual who created the doctrine and try to understand which traits his

thinking follows.

This means for instances, that we were supposed again to analyze the character
structure of the late Bishop Colenso of Natal who claimed to have translated the
Christian Bible into isizulu.

Bishop Colenso was a typical representative to the colonizers. He taught Africans
to humiliate themselves and these very self-humiliations were the means to
reliance on God’s strength. He offered a solution by teaching Africans that by

complete submission and self-humiliation, they could hope to find new security.

People of Emakhuzeni before the arrival of Christians believed that their Divine
was “Masculo-Femine-the great male-Female power. They describe their God as

“Mother”. (Unomkhubulwano). The feminine power of Unomkhubuluwano, for
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the people of Emakhuzeni, was associated with thought, intelligence and foresight.
Christianity in Richmond destroyed the divine culture of African people. The male
is seen essentially as the image of the male transcendent ego or God, women are
seen as the image of the lower, material nature.Thus gender becomes a primary
symbol for the dualism of transcendence and immanence, spirit, matter ( Radford
Ruether, 1983:53). The same bible brought by the disciplines of Bishop Colenso

discemned :-

“Let a woman learn in silence with all submissiveness. I permit no
woman 1o teach or to have authority over men; she is to keep silent
(1 Timothy 2 : 11-12).
The Methodist Church at Indaleni decided that no woman was to become a priest,
and the orthodox view of women was as having come into being for her man’s
fulfillment. That put African Christian in a bind. Clearly this concept of
fulfillment is not spiritual, therefore women are created solely for the purpose of

their sexuality; the same sexuality that is damned. It is women who are inherently

evil and all of humanity who are caught in a hopeless contradiction. Why were

women “created” in first place?
The Christian doctrine that was imposed on African people in religion continued to

claim that “God for a divinely ordained hierarchy of social subordination : as God

has authority over Christ, citing Genesis 2-3, so man has authority over women”.
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In 1 Corinthians 11:7-9, a man..... is the image and glory of God; but woman is the
glory of man. For man was not made from women but woman from man. Neither

was man created for woman, but woman for man.

Beyond reasonable doubt the Christian doctrine destroyed the African cultural
heritage. Under such circumstance people’s tempers erupted. True Africans
sustained pressures which began at birth and outlive the person, often breaking the
spirit long before his/her physical demise. That aspect of Christian aesthetic was a
deadly weapon at the service of the need to dominate and destroy.

Finally the Christian ideology is an ideally fashioned weapon for the destruction of
the self-image and value-systems of African and other non-European peoples.
Professor Dona Richards argued that “with its delusionary rhetoric of “love” and
“peace”, its debilitating image of the non-white (“backward, “heathen”, and its
“universality”, it has succeeded where guns never could in fearing people from the

cultural base necessary for the formulation of an effective self-deterministic

ideology.

A Christian with a gun in the armed forces is one thing- he might end up with a
spear in his back; but a missionary with a Bible and a well-meaning smile who
speaks of “eternal love” is wholly different. It takes a great deal of political

sophistication to recognize him as a potential menace.
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In his book “Breast of the Earth”, Kofi Awoonor has an excellent discussion of
Christianity’s role in this regard and tell us that “The school was the most
important instrument of missionary work in Africa”. It was the key to the process
that would strip Africans of their culture so that they could become part of the
technical order, albeit at the lowest level. The school always took African children
away from their elders and caused them to be ashamed of the very things that could

have been a source of political strength and resistance to colonial rule

Christianity meant “civilization”. To be civilized was to become as much like the
Europeans as possible. Awoonor tells us that, “The converts were also encouraged
to acquire European material culture... The superiority of the European way of life
was rigorously inculcated. This included living in the townships that the
missionaries established, in opposition to the very villages in which the African

extended kin lived.

The missionary schools like Indadeni Training College in Richmond discouraged
the use of African languages. “Christian conversion meant cultural change, a
change essential to the donning of the cultural of European technology. “Christ
was a white man; the saints were white; and the missionaries were white

continuously the African was told he was cursed in his adherence to the ways of

his fathers, and because he was black skinned the implications were not lost to
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him..... The fundamental erosion of the African Confidence in him began with the

first Christian convert.

From this ridiculous myth, which white Christians used as their reference one

could draw the following interpretation from their attitude.

“Now I cannot beget the forth son whose children I would have
ordered to serve you and your brothers! Therefore it must be
canaan, you're first born, whom they enslave. And since you have
disabled me ... ....doing ugly things in blackness of black! Moreover,
because you twisted your head around to see my nakedness, your
grand children’s hair shall be twisted into kinks, and their eyes red,
again because your lips jested at my misfortune, their shall swell;
and because you neglected my nakedness, they shall go naked, and
their male members shall be shamefully elongated! Men of this
race are negroes, their forefather Canaan commanded them to love
theft and fornication, to be banded together in hatred of their
masters and never to tell truth.” (Graves and Pati 1964: 121)

Many African people in Richmond concluded that the Christian doctrine is in
direct opposition to African culture. Another important way with which
missionary education prepared Africans was by destroying the integrity of lineage
organization that formed the basis of the traditional communal structure.
Christianity stressed individual salvation and the “Judeo-Christian material
culture”, as Awoonor puts it. It denounced all communal forms such as polygamy,
the traditional educational system, and especially, economic communalism: i.e. the
communal ownership and distribution of resources. Individualism was an implicit

value of missionary christianity as it revealed itself among those oppressed.
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The churches in Richmond were as competitive and as individualistic as
capitalism, and as totalitarian as communism. Narrow and authoritarian, they
presented to the mankind of that African region the amazing spectacle of not only
supporting colonialism, but also of battling among themselves over non essential
religion details which make up their respective creeds. The kingdom of God they

went forth to build was the power structure of their particular denominations.

Under such circumstances the Africans were moody and cranky. They had no

choice but to fight back the evils of Christianity.

During the 1980’s upto the middle of 1990’s Christian indoctrination took another
pattern. I regard it to be very subtle and dangerous. The followers called
themselves “Born Again.” This church is the single most authoritative religious
force within the Richmond Community. Furthermore ,the church has served both
as dissuader and catalyst in our most necessary social and political struggles. Yet
because it is seldom consciously African, it is often a controversial institution. The
nature of the controversy reveals the fundamental weakness of the church, which

unfortunately seems little altered by the debates over objectives, functions, and

rituals.
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It is now possible to analyse the church and then comment about its direction.
First, while the church is the most dominant institution within the black
community, it is not a united church in any political, social or religious sense. It is

however, united symbolically as the black church.

What then is the nature of the church’s authority? It is the individual will of the
preachers that constitute the power of the church.

Those who minister to the flock control not only the religion but also the pocket
books and the politics of the flock. It is the recognition of this fact alone that has
traditionally brought old and new white politicians into the community to beg the

preachers for votes.

Another aspect of this church is that it has peculiar traits. Crucial amongst them
are the following :

(1) Charismatic leadership

(2) Total submission to the leader

(3) Unyielding discipline.

Unfortunately, appearance and performance frequently have taken the place of
substance in the church. The charisma of the leader is sustained by showmanship
and dramatic displays. Followers become so devoted to the leaders that they

would give him (almost always a man) their earthly possessions if he asked. In
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fact, many have no existence aside from the shadowy glory of the charismatic
leader. Total submission is the price the followers pay for what they see as total
security. For them the exchange is more than fair, it reflects the benevolence of the
charismatic leader. Often the more flamboyant the leader, the more devoted his

followers are to him as their special saviour.

While this church is not as prevalent as Methodist Church and Anglican Church, it
represents the aspirations of a large segment of the black community. Much like
this church is the sub-stratum storefront and shotgun barrel church that seems to
occupy every corner not already occupied by a gasoline station. It is always
headed by a “Leader” who believes he is charismatic, frequently he is not more
than a distraught preacher who was ousted from a larger church. If this is the case;
then his storefront is referred to as a splinter group of a larger church. But even so

this church accounts for a sizable number of church people and money.

The church as a whole has vacillated on too many issues, waged its tail too eagerly
for the wrong reasons and lost the trust and confidence of many youthful
supporters. Clearly this church institution is the major group force in the black
community, outpolling the political parties as well as the civil rights organization.
Yet it has traditionally represented a conservative corpus of opinion and has not
fully participated in the emergence of the various enlightenment periods in African

struggle.
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The church is contributing to the ignorance and as a consequence the worshippers
have not made the connection between these manifestations and our ancestors. This
is the result of ancestral discontinuity caused more by the unavailability of proper

information.

1t should be clear that it is neither the church nor its symbols that give power and
spirit; it is the spirit of our ancestors found even in our traditional dance (Indlamu)
and Jazz night clubs of our communities. We are a people in tune with our God-
force weather in a nightclub or a church. The feeling is the same, it comes from
the same place, it is not merely a church phenomenon and we must cease giving
that credit only to the church. The spirit exists whether we experience

entertainment or a sermon.

Another peculiarity with this church is that services become a collective
outpouring of the soul with some people getting more possessed than others but not
only really escaping the influence of possession even if it is no more than the slight
tapping of the foot. Syncopated pianos and organs and hand clapping often drive
the faithful into ecstasy. The rhythms run to be free, individuals shout and moan,

the preacher directs this “Mass Madness”, and suddenly the whole congregation is

praising the “LORD”.
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Consequently the Christian church was progressively more and more concerned
with political and economic matters and less and less concerned with moral and
spiritual matters. Since its early history, the “corruption” of the church has been
the concern of the “good” Christian. These are individuals born into European
culture that never understood Christianity in its European sense automatically. The
isolated instances of those who do not identify with this properly or totally and
those who become confused by the ethic have encouraged the illusion that it
represents conflict in European ideology. Kierkegaard represented the epitome of
the individual who seemed to be searching desperately in the culture for something
that it was never meant to contain. He does not understand the culture. ( Lourie,
1944: 304-305). Kiekegaard’s association is that Christianity of the “New
Testament” no longer exists, but in my views it has never “existed”, certainly not
as a European cultural possibility. Ironically, it is within other cultures that some
of the espoused “Christian” values exist, insofar as they are humanly meaningful
and concretely realizable. It is outside of the West that peace, compassion,
spirituality, the lack of aggression, and intercultural tolerance are more likely to be
found, since it is here that cultural philosophies are found to support such

behaviour. Kierkegaard’s “attack” is representative of the awareness of European

hypocrisy. He says

“We are what is called a “Christian” nation, but in such a sense that not a
single one of us is in the character of the Christianity of the New
Testament... ... Christendom is the betrayal of Christianity.” )
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Spengler’s conception of the “Christian ethic” is much more accurate, and his very
different perspective brings him closer to a more realistic assessment of the
significance of the Christian teachings in the context of European ideology. Let
me quote him.

“My kingdom is not this world..... A ruler who wishes to improve religion
in the direction of political, practical purposes is a fool. A sociologist
preacher who tries to bring truth, righteousness, peace, forgiveness into the
world, of actuality is a fool also. No faith yet has altered the world, and
infact can ever rebut a faith. There is no bridge between directional time
and timeless eternity, between the course of history and the existence of a
devine world order. This is the final meaning of the moment in which Jesus
and pilate confronted one another. In the one world, the historical, the
Roman caused the Gallean to be crucified that was destiny. In order world,
Rome was cast for perdition and the cross-become the of Redemption, that
was the “Will of God™.

Religion is metaphysic and nothing else, and this metaphysic is not
metaphysic of knowledge, argument, proof (which is merely philosophy or
learnedness), but lived and experienced metaphysic, that is, the unthinkable
as a certainty, the supernatural as a fact, life as existence in a world that is
non actual, but true..... To ascribe social purposes to Jesus is a
blasphemy... ... His teaching was proclamation, nothing but the
proclamation of those last things with whose images he was constantly
filed, the down of the New Age, the advent of heavenly envoys, the last
Jjudgement, a new heaven and a new earth.

Spengler observations were informed by a characteristically European
Consciousness. They have certain accuracy. Christianity then was introduced in

Richmond solely for “Mind Set” for African indigenous people.

Before his mgrder by the police, Steve Biko the leader of the Black Consciousness
Movement, discussed the influence of Christianity on his people.
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“We as blacks cannot forget the fact that Christianity in Africa is tied up
with entire colonial process. This meant that Christians came here with a
Jorm of culture which they called Christian but which infact was Western,
and which expressed itself as an imperial culture as far as Africa was
concerned. Here the missionaries did not make the proper distinctions.
This important matter can easily be illustrated by relatively small things.
Take the question of dress, for example. When an African became
Christian, as a rule traditional garts and dress like a Westerner. The same
with many customs dear to blacks, which they were expected to drop for
supposed “Christian” reasons while in effect they were only in conflict with
certain Western mores .....Black theology does not challenge Christianity
itself but its Western package, in order to discover what the Christian faith
means for our continent.”_ (Biko 1995)

Christianity provided a moral cloak that could mask the destruction brought by the
imperialist in South Africa.

The people of Richmond town were supposed to analyse Christian doctrines with
regard to their psychological significance, in that they might be able to differentiate
between two problems. First, they supposed to study the character structure of
individuals like Rev. Allison the foﬁnder of Indaleni Mission (Methodist) ,who
treated the doctrine and then attempt to investigate which traits in his personality

are responsible for that particular direction in his thinking.

Rev. Allison was the typical representative of the colonizers and preached to
Africans who felt immensely alone and frightened, whose feelings were expressed

in his doctrine of the individual and the futility of his efforts.
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This land is ours, not through murder, not through theft, by way of violence
or any other trickery. This has always been our land. Here we began. Here
we will continue even after the thousand seasons scattering and the
thousand season groupings, through the white death sometimes openly,
often covertly, seductively now, brutally at other times, changes means that
always seeks one end : Our extermination.

- Armah

CHAPTER 3

POLITICAL CONFLICT TURNED VIOLENT

3.1  Justifying violence

It is common in this contemporary era, that political conflicts end in a peaceful
negotiation. However the Richmond political conflict took a direction of immense
violence. It will be expedient then to investigate why such pattern became

apparent.

Much of social scientists discussions regarding political violence are taken up with
arguments about whether and to what extent acts of violence can be justified as
means to good ends. The same social scientists are of the view that, other than in
circumstances of war, the only acceptable justification for violence is that of self-
defense or defense of others from wrongfully injured or killed and, consequently,
the have the rights to defend themselves against wrongful physical attack. It is
sometimes argued that to violently attack someone who is not engaged or
threatening violence is akin to punishing a person who is innocent. For his part

Kevin Magill a Luminary of the University of Wolverhampton discerned that
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“violence did involve the infliction of harm or damage on persons and property,
and for this reason its use calls for justification.” ( Magill ,no date :12) .He
continued that the subject of justification for violence in mainstream Anglo-
American Philosophy and political theory has conventionally focused on “political
violence”, which usually refers to acts and strategies of violence for political ends ,
thus excluding those carried out by states and including terrorism, guerilla warfare
and assassination, as well as riot and violence in demonstration, protest and picket

lines.

According to political experts, there are limits on what may justifiably be done in
pursuit of good or worthy ends. Although many actions can be justified by their
beneficial consequences, some actions are simply wrong in themselves. Immanuel
Kant famously argued that it is wrong to tell a lie, even to save a person’s life
(Social Policy Programme 1999). Many of the political experts would accept that
bad actions could sometimes be justified in extreme or catastrophic situation.
Fried suggests that killing an innocent person would be justified it as to save a
whole nation (Social Policy Programme 1999). Political experts who justify
violence take the view that, other than in circumstances of war the only acceptable
justification for violence in that of self defense of others from wrongful attack.
Persons have moral rights not to be wrongfully injured or killed and consequently,
they have the rights to defend themselves against wrongfully physical

attack.(Social Policy Programme 1995 ).
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Justified violence must be exactly that, if a state allows huge inequalities among its
population. For many political scientists, political violence is only to be justified
where it is undertaken in defense against murderous states, police securocrats

(Social Policy Programme 1995:218-219)

3.2 Critics of violence

3.2.1 Confucianism

In his writings, the Chinese sage Confucius (551-479 BCE) criticized violence as a
disruption of the proper harmony in self, society or nature. He did not rule out
violence in the exercise of power, but he insisted that the truly cuitivated ruler
could and will govern by the sheer moral force of his character. By the proper
observation of ritual (/) and \./irtue (té), the gentleman can have a far greater
influence than by any threat of force. The use of violence in word or deed is a sign
that a man is not right with himself and that he cannot lead properly in either
familiar or political relations. Confucius held that oppressing the people or
neglecting one’s duties is also a form of violence against the harmony of the social
order and is in fact far less efficient than rule which refrains from punishment and
coercion, using instead the moral force of goodness (jén) to inspire the common

people by example (www.yahoo.com/Confucius 113/115)
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3.2.2 Socrates

Socrates’s critique of violence focuses on the abuse of power and the harm to the
health of one’s own soul. He considered the breaking of the legitimate laws of a
just regime to be an act of violence. In addition to this opposition to violence
against the law, Socrates held that the individual does violence to his own soul in
doing injustice. For Socrates ignorance itself, especially willful ignorance, is a
kind of violence against the mobility of the human mind. He concludes that
violence, both in action and in spirit, derives from a failure to understand what we

properly can and cannot control . (www.yahoo.com/ Socrates , 4-8).

3.2.3. Social Contract Theories

The social contract theories of early modern philosophy, building to some extent
on the tradition of natural law in medieval Christian theology, described the threat
of violence as the prime motivation for the formation of civil society and the
institution of government. Thomas Hobbes famously described the state of nature
as a war in which life is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short,” since in the
absence of a higher authority, we to use whatever violence we deem necessary to
preserve ourselves.” He continued that reason demands that we find a way out
from this insecure situation, seeking peace to employ or order violence and who

will use this power to enforce the law. The fear of violent death becomes the
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engine for the formation of a stable and orderly government with the final power

over life and death (www.yahoo.com / T.Hobbes ,1-5)

John Locke for his part in the “Second Treatise of Government,” agreed that if the
ruler abuses his authority, the people have the right to rebel against the tyrants
violence towards the ends of good government, i.e. the preservation of life, liberty

and property.

(www.yahoo.com/ J.Locke 2-7).

Each of us must be allowed to rely on his own reason to determine whether the
legitimate , coercive power of government has degenerated into the oppressive

violence of tyranny.

3.2.4 Kant : Human beings as ends in themselves

Immanuel Kant argued that man’s rational nature means that we must be
understood as ends in ourselves, and that unlawful force or deception leads to
violence for the human person (both the actor and the victim) by treating the
human being as a mere means. Hence, we have a duty, derived from our own
rational, moral nature and not simply from the rights of others, to avoid violence
except under very limited circumstances, such as self-defense and service in the
military. He considered war as a profound scandal, given the human rational and

moral nature (www.yahoo.con/ [.Kant 4-7).
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3.2.5 Peace Movements

In the 19® century, a wide variety of national and international peace movements
arose to condemn violence either on religious or social/political grounds. Many
such movements continue their work today around the world, arguing that
violence, especially given the destructive potential of modern weapons (nuclear,
biological and chemical), presents a form of violence which humanity as a whole

must learn to overcome in order to survive ( www.google.com/ peace movements

,1-9).

3.3. Economic and social critics on violence

With the emergence of workers movements in the 19" century the argument arose,
especially under the banner of Marxism, that the economy itself can impose a form
of violence against the poor and the oppressed. Karl Marx, while embracing
violence as a tool of the revolution, regarded social relations fostered by
capitalism, with alienation between competing human beings as well as between
worker and work, as violence against what he called humanity’s “species-being.”
The motion of poverty as violence is still very much alive today in the debates over
replacing the failing welfare of socialist economy with the systems based on
market forces. Some social critics also argue that the police forces of the state are
mainly to uphold the powef of the ruling classes. For example economic, racial or
ethnic other social critics on violence argue that while poor social and economic

conditions are lamentable, they are only metaphorically violent and similarly, that,
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the use of force by the system of justice to arrest and punish criminals is an
unfortunately necessary exercise of legitimate authority which cannot properly be

called violence ( www.altavista. com./ Marxism /Violence 3-6)

The first great rupture in the twentieth-century South Africa discourse on violence
occurred in 1960. For it was then that the intensification of the armed struggle as a
strategy of African resistance against the oppressive policies of apartheid called
forth an escalation in the state use of visible violence, to set in place a new regime

of sovereign governance that would last out the next thirty years ( Butchart, 2000:

37).

During the reign of the previous regime, violence had extended the eye of
disciplinary surveillance into the depths of the mind and pervaded the spaces
between bodies to mark out the interstices of African clans, culture, tradition and
interracial contact, which was known as “native policy.” The then apartheid
government meant that the violence operated to curtail the individuating and
illuminating tendency, creating division between “the blacks and the whites”. Asa
Pan African Congress pamphlet put it : “We are starting again Africans

........... we die once. Africa will be free on January 1. The white people shall
suffer, the black people will rule. Freedom comes after bloodshed. Poqo has

started (Readers Digest, 1988:411).



This then, marked the beginning of a time of bombs, guns, bulldozers and brutal
tortures, a time when violence was only nominally a crime in violation of the law.
Any criminal justice pretensions to the contrary were constantly contradicted by
daily displays of state violence beating down on African bodies, while those very
bodies fought back with self-same weapons of sovereign power (Karis & Carter;
1977). The Apartheid State thus operated in the first instance through overt
political violence — conventional and counter insurgency warfare, forced removals,
assassinations, “disappearances”, detention and torture — as well as through myriad
forms of “structural” violence. This will be elaborated in details in our next
chapters. In response, the “armed struggle” began around the same time as the
1960 massacres in Sharpeville and Langa, and throughout the last two decades acts

of violence increased exponentially culminating in the period of the 1980s.

The frequency of politically motivated attacks against the state and those seen as
its members continued to after 1977 and these attacks were mostly regarded as
legitimate by the black South Africans who saw no alternatives. Posel discerned
that “From the early 1980, mass resistance against apartheid erupted with
unprecedented tenacity and ferocity (Posel 1990:154). By the mid-1980s it was as
if the long-established pattern of violence and counter-violence was spirally out of
control. Guerilla attacks increased by 304 percent between 1984 and 1985.

(Weekly-Mail, 17-24 Jan 1986) and in 1986 and 1987 there were 230 and 240
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guerilla attacks respectively (Weekly-Mail, 8-14 July 1988). As these attacks grew
infrequently and state repression increased, so the idea of the armed struggle
became popularised. The social acceptability of violence as a form of resistance
was hailed by the ANC. which called on the people to make townships
ungovernable through any means possible (Vogelman, 1995) and by the
declaration of 1986 as the year of the “People’s army” (South African Institute of

Race Relations, 1986).

At the same time black people did not suddenly confront each other violently. The
culture of the Africans is organic, harmonious and spiritual. Affican values respect
differences an applauds pluralism. This history of harmony, stemming from a
strong sense of God-Consciousness in nature and each other, was denied by the
then government and their white culture which views harmony as a lack of
progress. Progress, in an Afrikaaner volk manner, grows out of violence. I offer

the following statement from P.W. Botha, taken from a speech delivered in 1985,

addressed to his “beloved white Afrikaaners”.

“Priority number one, we shall not, by all means allow anymore increases of the
Black population lest we be choked very soon. [He advocated the use of
chemicals] ... To contrast any further population increases and fertility destroyers
I am also sending a special request to all Afrikaaner mothers to double their birth
rate, we should engage higher gear to make sure that black men are separated
JSrom their women and fines imposed upon married wives who bear children. (he
referrer to Africans as greedy who are after our blood). We cannot simply stand
and watch all the laurels we have created being plundered by these barbaric and
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lazy kaffirs.... It is our strong conviction, therefore that the black is raw material
for the white man. So brothers and sisters, let us join hands together to fight
against this black devil. By now everyone of us has seen practically that the
blacks cannot rule themselves. Give them guns and they will kill each other. They
are in other else but making noise, dancing, marrying many wives and indulging in
sex.... Let us all accept that the black man is the symbol of poverty, mental
inferiority, laziness and emotional incompetence “Our experts should work day
and night 1o set the black against his fellow men”. His inferior sense of moral can
be exploited beautifully and here is creature that lacks foresights. The average
black does not plan his life beyond a year. (www.google .com , PW
Botha/Speeches, 7)

Here Botha urged the experts to set the “black man against his fellow man”. This
also indicated that the then state security organs were mandated to create schisms
among Africans. This is what the press of South Africa failed to focus on. Rather
they arrogantly claimed that it was “Black on Black Violence”.

We must ask the question as to why the then government and Afrikaaner volk
resorted to evil methods other than harmony so as all people of South Africa
regardless of race or greed should live together. Bobby Wright a black
psychologist, says simply that the collective behaviour of white people “reflects on
underlying biologically transmitted proclivity roots deep in evolutionary history”.

He said the patterns of behaviour we have been describing is symptomatic of their

“psychopathic personality”, while usually functioning well in their society

(www.altavista.com/ B.Wright /Psychology/African Americans , 4-6).

» Is of average or above average “intelligence”.
» Is unable to experience guilt.

» Has no feeling of insecurity.
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» Is unable to accept blame or to learn from experience.

» Is sexual inadequate and has difficuity forming close personal
relationship.

» Appears to be honest and human, but has only selfish motivation.

» Has almost no ethical development.

> Has almost total disregard for appropriate patterns of behaviour.

» Consistently ignores concepts of right and wrong.

» Rejects constituted authority state sponsors violence wars carried by
elements who resembled the above mentioned statement. There were
times whereby the president of the country , FW. De Klerk, would
pretend as if he knew nothing of atrocities carried out by some security
departments. In my thesis I will reveal that the he was aware of many

acts carried out by the securocrats.

The capacity of the then government securocrats to commit acts of physical
brutality and destruction against the Africans particularly in Richmond was
proportionate to the place of power (i.e. control over them) in its ideology and the
degree to which its image and conception of those outside the culture of Afrikaaner
lack the characteristics of “humanness”. Afrikaaner policy had an enormous
capacity of perpetrating physical violence against black people in their townships
. Its “integrity” was neither threatened nor disrupted by such occurrences.

The then Apartheid Government justified the use of violent repression. It is said
television viewers for instance were repeatedly told in 1986 that “We have a total
revolutionary onslaught against us, we experience it everyday” (Posel 1990:67).
Such depiction of the state integrity under siege was a way of legitimating its use
of violence, for they allowed academics such as Van der Merwe (cited in Hoffman
and Mc Kendrick, 1990:17) to argue that all nations validate and enforce violence
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in “the pursuit or protection of national interests” and National Party politicians to
pontificate about the “total onslaught” and the threat of communism. These
political and ideological positions found their tactical expression in the
establishment of a “National Security Management System (See Appendix), which
from the state security council downwards gave the military direct influence,
through some 500 secret committees, over decision making down to the level of
local government (Cock 1989-1990). This phenomenon will be discussed in
details in next chapters.

By 1990, it was evident that the apartheid regime was collapsing under the
combined force of internal destabilisation and external pressure (e.g. trade
embargoes and other socio-economic sanctions). As democratic reform appeared
imminent, attempts to delegitimate the use of violence for political ends escalated.
Thus, and amidst ongoing township violence at inter-community level, the ANC
denounced the armed struggle, while the state (despite continuing to sponsor
numerous “Third Force” actions) started moving towards the negotiated settlement
that culminated in the historic April 1994 elections when sovereign power was
formally passed from white to black hands. During the Apartheid era the level of
violence lingered in the form of sporadic flare-ups between ANC and IFP
supporters in KwaZulu Natal. This resulted in 9,300 deaths and 61 reported
massacres between 1990-93 (Bronkhorst 1995).

In the first four years after de Klerk lifted the ban on opposition groups and
released Mandela, more than 12 000 people died as a result of political violence.
(Washington Post, 18 November 1993 ). From 1990 to the end of 1992, an
average of almost 10 persons per day were killed in politically related unrest.
During the first few months of 1993, the death toll declined to around 4.5 persons
per day, well below the average for the previous years. Yet after July 1993, when
the IFP and the right-wing Conservative Party abruptly withdrew from the World
Trade Centre negotiating forum, the situation took a turn for the worst : over the
next three months, at least 1,600 people were killed in political violence, an
average of around 18 per day ( Laurence, 1993: 15-16). These figures raised fears
that political intolerance had reached such dangerously high levels that South
Africa was once again on the verge of sliding in top “an abyss” of threatened
anarchy. (Evening Post, 1992, New York Times, 27 September 1992; New York
Times, 3 March 1993).

The violence was so endemic that it became to use Hannah Arendt’s phrase
“terrifyingly normal” (www.google .com /H.Arendt/ 3) The ANC placed the
blame for the ongoing violence squarely with the ruling National Party, insisting
that high-ranking state officials had no intention of putting a halt to the constant
turmoil in the townships and squatter settlements because it was part of cynical
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play to keep a grip on the reins of power. Political analysts noted with alarm that
the violence “appears to be switched on an off at strategic moments”. ( Interview
with B.Cele , UDF and ANC leader , Durban 2000 and 2002). This grim
observation seemed to confirm the suspicions of those who detected a
conspirational hand on the unrest-that powerful, state-linked partisan forces were
actively engaged in a campaign of destabilisation ( Lawrence: 1992, p. 17). For
years, anti-apartheid activists claimed that the so-called “black on black” violence
— a terribly imprecise phrase with racial undertones — was merely a continuation of
covert operations linked to the security forces, and they pointed to the dismal
failure of the SAP to capture and prosecute more than a handful of the perpetrators
as proof of state complicity. (Africa Events, 1992, :13). Yet the situation was
more complex.

De Klerk in 2 February 1990 acknowledged that South Africa was caught in a
cycle of violence. In its most acute and noticeable form, this was manifested in
Natal/KwaZulu beginning in 1985-86. Prior to July 1991 there had been many
indications that Pretoria relationship with Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi went far
beyond support in his role as Chief Minister of the KwaZulu bantustan. The actual
extent of the government support for the Inkatha Freedom Party, however, has
been the subject of much debate. Inkatha members were, on many occasions;
permitted to demonstrate in the townships and even in central parts of the cities of
South Africa, carrying “traditional weapons”. For more than a century, the Natal
Code of Zulu Law had prohibited Africans from carrying any “cultural weapons”

but in August 1990 an amendment to the Code officially permitted the carrying of
such weapons.

This was in a sense a recognition of the status quo : more than a thousand Inkatha
supporters had marched through central Johannesburg on 22 June 1990 armed with
assegars and knobkerries (S.A. Barometer, 24 May 1991:147).

The amendment was clearly discriminatory, in its impact since Inkatha members
(who are overwhelmingly Zulus) were permitted to carry dangerous weapons if
they accorded with “traditional Zulu usages; customs or religions” while non Zulus
were not. The Amendment was challenged in the Supreme Court in June 1991 on
these grounds with the argument that ‘the exception was aimed at giving legal
justification to police refusal to disarm Inkatha members when they attended
gatherings carrying dangerous weapons” (Star, 25 June 1991).
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There seemed to be evidence of continued partiality or bias in the government
thinking on the subject when the Law and Order Minister, Adriaan Vlok,
announced on the 16th of April 1991 that carrying pangas, bush knives and axes
“in conflict situations” was henceforth banned but refused to consider the
inclusion of traditional weapons (S.A. Barometer, 26 April 1991, p. 114). In May
1991 De Klerk agreed with Nelson Mandela to ban all “traditional weapons” other
than sticks and assegais in “unrest areas”. Two days later Vlok banned the
possession of implements that could be dangerous weapons, while still excluding
ceremonial battle axes and spears from the ban. (SA Barometer 7 June 1991:292).
Later in the month an agreement on restricting the carrying these weapons in unrest
areas was reached between De Klerk, Buthelezi and the Zulu King. As
consequence on 22 May spears and assegais were forbidden to be carried in unrest
areas unless at traditional cultural gatherings (SA Barometer, 7 June 1991: 161-
162).

In June 1991, the Star reported that the “KwaZulu police are issuing weapons
permits for rifles and permits to Inkatha supporters”. The Legal Resource Centre
offices in Durban were told the KwaZulu government was issuing G3 rifles and
other guns to Chiefs and headmen, and some of the guns were being carried by
Inkatha supporters at marches and rallies. .... none of the strict security checks
carried out by South African police when issuing weapons licences were put into
effect (Star 23 June 1991: 9).

Political violence then did not occur at random. It should be remembered that
when colonizers came to South Africa, they implemented the policy of “Divide and
Rule” and when they retreated to their comforts, they left a policy of “Divide and
Depart”. A clear example is the violent conflict in Ireland between Protestant and
Catholics. In Cyprus a violent conflict between the Turks and Greeks and in the
Middle East a conflict between Palestinians and Israel. In South Africa
particularly in Richmond we say that when De Klerk retreated he left a violent
conflict between ANC and IFP. What is shocking is the usage of his security
forces to perpetuate the violence. Here we saw De Klerk shaking with his left

hand Mandela whilst at the same time holding a firm right hand fist behind his
back
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.......... how many times can a man turn his head pretending he just does not
see?..... how many ears must one man have before he can hear people cry?
Yes and how many deaths will it take 1ill he knows that too many people

have died?
(Bob Dylan)

CHAPTER FOUR

POLITICAL VIOLENCE BEGINS IN RICHMOND

There has been a simmering tension between the residents of Indaleni and Magoda,
on the one hand, and Nkobeni, Smozomeni and Pateni, on the other. The conflict
dated back to 1988, when youths in Smozomeni began to align with the UDF
supporting youth of Magoda and Indaleni (Osborn Haydn, 1991 : 1). The youth
suffered attacks by Inkatha, supported by leaders such as Paulos Vezi of Pateni.
Simultaneously government forces throughout the 1980’s, increased the state
involvement, prolonged and intensified conflicts between black groups by
encouraging vigilante violence groups of Inkatha supporters and warlords, often of
the older generation to attack their opponents. During numerous violent incidents,
security forces neglected to protect residents from attacks by the Inkatha impi. On
many occasions, they have assisted such groups in their attacks. One example of
this between 1988 and 1990 occurred when SO youths from Smozomeni were
killed. Other youths fled to Ndaleni and Magoda. In an interview with victims
who fled Smozomeni it was stated that they decided to join the UDF in 1983, as
the UDF opposed a new constitution that raised the political stakes for Africans by

excluding them from a new parliament with separate chambers for whites,
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coloureds and Indians (Interviews with three residents of Smozomeni , April and
May 2002). At the same time the UDF regarded the ANC as the leader of the
black struggle leading to the liberation in South Africa (Aitchinson 1994 : 8).

I travelled to Richmond in the early 1990s when the area was being convulsed by
what became known as the Forest War. It was the most fierce campaign by armed
Inkatha impi on a series of pro-ANC settlements of the whole decade of strife, and
what I saw and heard there was clear evidence that the police were as deeply
involved as ever in the region’s turf war (Also interviews with two leading UDF

activists of the 1980’s and 1990’s in Phatheni).

In the front part of the valley, close to Richmond, lies Ndaleni itself, a missionary
entity built by the Methodist Church, a black freehold area .A number of rural
villages along the slopes and on the floor of the valley, — Magoda, Phatheni and
Esimozomeni — fell under the authority of the KwaZulu homeland administration,

led by Inkatha.

Thousands of armed men assembled near the home of a local “Warlord” Chief
Mbhele, and were then transported in vehicles along on upper road above the
valley. There they regrouped and descended in battle formations on selected
targets in Indaleni. The assembling and provisioning of an army of that size in it

required major logistical preparation.
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The next day the Inkatha impi attacked the same communities, wrecking havoc and
leaving at least forty people dead. Again and again the warrior impi’s swarmed
across the hillsides in battle formation, plundering , killing and burning. The
battles were fought by day in an area within sight of the provisional capital, yet the
security forces did nothing to repel the attackers or seal off the villages under
attack. Monitors and journalists recorded a few retaliatory attacks by the affected
communities, but it was an overwhelmingly one-sided battle that left hundreds of
people dead, hundreds more wounded and hundreds of houses destroyed

(Interviews with two UDF and ANC activists of Indaleni).

It was shortly before midnight, Dick Mawaza recalls, that he heard a heavy vehicle
pull up in front of his house and a voice inquiring in Afrikaans “Is this the place?”
He peered through his kitchen window and saw a big police. Personnel carrier, a
Caspir, offloading men. A white Volkswagen minibus pulled up behind it, and
Mawaza saw more men get out. Some he recognised as policemen, others as local
members of IFP. Moments later a policeman kicked his front door and stormed

in with others behind him.

There followed what can only be called the sacking of the Dick Mawaza household
in the small town of Phatheni. Dick’s pensioner mother, scrambled in terror under
her bed, but the attackers found her and shot her dead. Dick’s younger brother,

Zola, climbed on top of the cupboard, where he was skewered with a spear. As he
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fell on the floor he was stabbed again. He managed to survive. Dick managed to
escape from the house and run for his life. As tension escalated at Smozomeni in
1990’s about 100 people were killed and about 50,000 people left homeless under

conditions aptly described as “civil war” (Osborn Haydn, 1991 : 6).

The people of Indaleni , Magoda. Smozomeni and Church leaders had faced
problems with the KwaZulu Police, policing on numerous occasions, as they
appealed for the assistance of the South African Police. These requests included
the arrest of known perpetrators of violence and pleas for the South African Police
to initiate and lead investigations in those areas. The response from the SAP to

most of the requests was that they had no jurisdiction to operate within the

KwaZulu Authority.

Mary de Haas, a University of Natal Violence Monitor, says Richmond is unique
in that it has a history of sinister elements who forment the violence. There have
been numerous allegations of partisan behaviour by the Richmond Police and its
station commander. It is worth mentioning that the political violence began with
faction fighting in the tribal authority against INKOSI MAJOZI, the chief who was
appointed by the Apartheid government. The appointment was closely associated
with the growth in the rivalry between the ANC and the IFP. During 1988 and

1989, the IFP was systematically driven from the area in which ANC had by that
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stage formed a strong infrastructure of Self Defence Units (Interviews with B Cele

, UDF and ANC leader 2001, 2002 , Durban.

At the end of 1990 Sifiso Nkabinde’s uncle and aunt were attacked in their
Endaleni home. His aunt was seriously wounded, but his uncle shot dead one
assailant and wounded another. A standard army-none R4 rifle was left at the
scene and became the pretext for an escalation of the violence (Englebrecht Bush,
1999 : 113). ANC members seized the R4 rifle during an attack on an ANC family

in Magoda.

Sifiso Nkabinde as the chairman of the ANC in Richmond received a letter from
the Nkobeni community asking for the rifle to be returned since it was a weapon
which belonged to the community, and that the community had not ordered the
attack on Indaleni. The ANC cadres maintained that they had later handed the rifle

to the police, but the S.A.P. denied their claim (Osborn Haydn 1991 : 47).

On the 23™ January 1991 the community of Magoda was attacked, marking the
beginning of an L.F.P. offensive against the ANC. The incident led to a loss of life.
During the course of the fighting, which followed, up to 20,000 people fled from
the area, seeking refuge in other areas. Four people were killed and 50 homes were
burnt by an L.F.P. impi. Several hundred people were accommodated in a camp in

the Richmond village, but significantly, many of the youths sought refuge in
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townships on the outskirts of Pietermaritzburg where they came under the sway of
the late Harry Gwala, Chairman of the ANC in the Midlands, a militant leader and
stalwart of the SA Communist Party (Interviews with B.Cele) . Some researchers
claimed that the conflict was tribally based (Interviews with B.Cele). The ANC
cadres, however, felt that the main reason for the transfer of attention from
Smozomeni to Magoda was the growth of the ANC in the area as opposed to its
virtual extermination (Interviews with two community leaders in Magoda, 2002).
The fighting in these areas continued and the L.F P. pushed further into Indaleni
communities. The homes of ANC members were specifically targeted. In one
case, the impi which attacked, had earlier stood at the gates of the Methodist
mission in Indaleni, and according to reverend Rogers Hudson, shouted “away
with comrades”. The reverend was giving shelter to about 400 refugees on the

premises (Osborn Haydn 1991 : 47).

In March 1991 the pattern of violence changed. Sifiso Nkabinde was encouraged.
Having returned from their homes, many youths were attacked by the IFP | but

they defended themselves as the ANC people moved into defensive positions in the

surrounding forest.
Five people were initially killed in an attack on a house belonging to Chief
Majozi, which was situated between Magoda and Indaleni. The refugees, claiming

they had previously been attacked by the IFP then set up an ambush at Emaswazini
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where they had stored a number of firearms. They opened fire on IFP supporters,
killing three. Those who survived the attack retreated to Majozi’s house. The
police intervened, but the ANC youth returned to a nearby bush where they had
hidden an arms cache, including AK 47 rifles and hand grenades (Interviews with

Magoda residents 2002 and early 2003).

On the 29" of March 1991, the IFP attempted to chase the UDF “comrades” away
,but they were met by a firefight of unprecedented proportions .This attack later
became known as the “battle of the forest”. The exchange of fire only took six
minutes .Twenty three IFP supporters were killed, and another three were shot
when they fled to chief Majozi’s house. Youths attacked strategic points held by
Inkatha, eventually forcing them to retreat to Nkobeni, while others focused on
easier targets, in particular residents who had “collaborated with Inkatha during
their occupation of Indaleni” (Osborn Haydn, 1991 : 47). Thirty residents who had
not left Indaleni when the IFP took it over were executed. Some of the victims
pleaded for mercy. Their reasons were that they were forced by the IFP to join the
organisation. As a consequence thirty bodies were reportedly found by the police,

and other victims were buried in unmarked graves (Interviews with two UDF

leaders in Nkobeni ,2002).

In this period Sifiso Nkabinde allegedly consolidated his power throughout an

intelligence Unit and an extensive network of armed and trained SDUs, which
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constituted a military wing of ANC in that region. As a consequence Magoda and
Indaleni were divided into roughly 14 areas each with it’s own Unit, with a
commander and five members (Interviews with two residents of Magoda who were

members of the SDUs and participated activeky in battles and patrols).

During the period of May, June and July of 1991, the patterns of violence took a
different form. There was no longer an open warfare. There were hit and run
attacks from both sides. The community of Richmond tried at its best to come
together. Sinister elements would disrupt such moves. In June of 1991, 16 people
were killed on the very eve of planned peace talks. The conflict between rival
parties not only affected the innocent grassroots communities. It also affected the
business sector (Interviews with two Richmond business-people . They preferred to

remain anonymous) .

There were concerns that a planned truce might be jeopardised following the death
of two people in Indaleni. However, one of the members in the talks, Labour Party
M.P. Willie Whyte, appealed for tolerance and a spirit of compromise from both
sides as a prerequisite to finding a peaceful solution. The IFP leader Paulos Vezi
said “We, the political and community leaders, have set the peace process in
motion and as our commitment to such a process becomes manifest in our action,
resulting in tolerance which will impact on the total community”. The local

Magistrates Court, the venue for the talks, was packed with spectators and there
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was no presence of security forces. Later on January 17, 1992, the IFP suspended
peace talks with ANC in Richmond, after the death of one of its members

(Interview with B.Cele 2002).

Kim Hodgson, head of the Inkatha Institute on violence study Unit, claimed that 3
IFP members were lured into a trap set by ANC supporters in Ndaleni. They were
asked by supporters of the ANC to socialise with them and were told that they had
nothing to fear by walking to Ndaleni which was under ANC control since 1991.
He further said that they were then attacked and Bongani Phungula (23) was
stabbed to death while the other two managed to escape. Richmond IFP leader
Paulos Vezi claimed “Now, the ANC have killed our persons, we are talking to an
organisation which cannot adhere to peace and now it is time to re-evaluate the
situation as the true intention of the ANC”. (Interviews with UDF activists in the
mid-1980’s , who are now unemployed and dissilutioned , 2002). Sifiso Nkabinde,
the ANC regional secretary, said he could not understand the IFP decision,
particularly in the light of progress that was been made so far that year in
establishing a lasting peace in the area. “They have killed many of our supporters
during previous peace talks, but we still pressed on peace. They are just not
serious about peace.” (This was related to researcher by both B.Cele as well as two
business people in Richmond who preferred to remain anonymous , 2001 and
2003) Vezi was reported as saying that Nkabinde claimed that one of the main

reasons that the IFP pulled out of the talks was because it was reluctant to allow
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ANC supporters back in Phatheni which would became an AN C stronghold again.
The daring deeds of the ANC warriors and the recovery of their strategic areas,
became a disturbing phenomenon for the IFP (Interviews with ANC leaders in the
aréa , 2002). The leadership of the IFP perceived that the only solution to have
authority over areas declared under KwaZulu Legislative Authority was to form a
paramilitary wing within the KwaZulu Police. In August 1993, the IFP President
and Chief Minister of KwaZulu, Mangosuthu Buthelezi called on every Zulu to
pay a R5 levy for the establishment of a “private army” to guard against the
obliteration of KwaZulu”. This call was made at various gatherings that he
addressed during the month (ITU 1997 : 8). Consequently at the KwaZulu
Legislative Assembly (KLA) meeting on 25 August 1993 a resolution was taken to
establish self protection Unit training projects, which would be financed by the
KwaZulu government ( Daily News 28/8/1993). This would be a unit, which was
known to be brutal and notorious within the region of Richmond. A question can
be asked as to whether the South African Government had any consensus with the
KwaZulu Authority over forming such a unit. It should be remembered that the
KwaZulu Authority was within the jurisdiction of the South African government

particularly regarding financial assistance.
According to section 4(a) of the now repealed Self Governing Territories
Constitution Act, no 21 of 1971, the so-called self-governing territories did not

have powers to make laws and consequently spend state funds in relation to the
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establishment, control, entry, movement or operations of any full-time or part-time
military unit, quasi military Unit or organisation of a military character, or of any
unit, branch, or service of any military organisation within the area concerned, or

any other military matter of whatever nature (Act 21 of 1971).

The self-governing Territories Constitution Act was repealed by schedule 7 of the
interim constitution (the constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1993, Act no
200 of 1993), which came into effect on the 28™ of January 1994. In effect this
means that the Act would not apply for training, which took place after 31
December 1993. It can be no co-incidence that all documented KwaZulu
government budget proposals and allocations relating to Mlaba camp are
calculated from 1 January 1994, the day after the repeal of the Act (Civilian

Support component of the ITU, January 20, 1997).

The Spokesperson for the KwaZulu Legislative Assembly, Mr M.R. Mzimela
defended the SPU training in terms of the National Peace Accord (which allowed
for training for self-defence purposes only). He said that the recruits were
receiving musketry training from KwaZulu Police and that it was privately funded
(Natal Mercury 8 November 1993). KwaZulu Minister of Works, Velaphi Ndlovu,

also invoked the Peace Accord to justify the training (Daily News November

1993).
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It was in September 1993 then that the training of self-defense Units began at
Mlaba Camp on the edge of the Umfolozi Game Reserve. IFP and KLA member
Philip Powell later acknowledged that prior to the opening of the Mlaba, training
of IFP recruits had been going on for more than a year and about 200 men had
been “informally” trained. He said he had helped train 60 volunteers at Phatheni

near Richmond and a smaller group at Elandskop (Sunday Times 14 November

1993).

In October 1993 the secretary of the KLA Mr Mzimela, announced that KLA
members had “decided to set up self-protection units to protect rural people against
the escalating violence, with immediate effect” (Daily News 4 October 1993). By
the end of November 1993 political violence continued to spiral to unprecedented
levels, and the media exposed the training of IFP supporters which was taking
place at Mlaba, and quoted M.Buthelezi as saying that “The SPU were established

to prevent the obliteration of KwaZulu”.
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Anger nobody good, but patience is the father of kindness. Anger draws
arrows from the quiver, but good words draw Kola nuts from the bad.

Chancellor Williams

CHAPTER S

This chapter will attempt to examine the peace initiatives within their political and
historical context by utilising documentary evidence and interviews with various

key players.

THE PEACE INITIATIVES

Before peace initiatives were suggested, I would like to elaborate in detail on the
courses that led to that call. Both the ANC and the IFP were blaming each other for
the escalation of political violence in Richmond. Facts and statistics will no doubt

explain who is to blame.

5.1. The ANC View

The ANC viewed political violence in Richmond as perpetuated by the IFP
violence occurred from the collaboration of IFP leadership with the then South
African Government. The strong alliance between the KwaZulu-Natal Authority

and the apartheid government resulted from fear of spreading of the “communist
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menace” of the ANC. Both were willing at all cost to eliminate ANC and its

alliance (UDF) and COSATU and later the SA Communist Party (SACP).

5.2. The IFP View

The IFP disputed outright the ANC view, and queried the assumption, which

underpinned the theory developed by the ANC alliance.

“If you look at the IFP as an organization, you can assess the interaction between
its leadership and membership. If you look at the IFP literature and the message
put out by the IFP over the years, none of these inputs has been designed to
produce the kind of organization postulated by the ANC. But if you go t the
grassroots of Inkatha supporters, an organisation as decentralized as the IFP could
not respond in this way, with such central direction”. (Sources Survey Institute of
Race Relations, 1989/1991).

The IFP stated that the ANC theory did not take account of the significant number

in Inkatha leaders and office-bearers who have been assassinated over the years.

S5.3.  Views on this positions

An academic at the University of Durban-Westville stated that there are elements
of truth in the ANC theory that is also simplistic and one-sided. He said:
“The ANC theory is an elaboration and refinement of a view that was

prevalent in Natal for some time. It was the dominant view in the 1980’s. In
its simplest form, it saw Buthelezi as a puppet of the South African state,
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playing out the state’s role in the region. There are a number of problems
with the theory. It presented Buthelezi, Inkatha and KwaZulu as puppets.
They were not puppets in that they had their own power base within the
population. It is difficult to know how big they were... But they did have
their own power structures — the whole apparatus of the homeland system,
their own party resources to deploy. They were not reducible to surrogates
of the state. At the same time, however, they did have a relationship with
the state. This was a complex one, which involve both conflict and
collusion. There was a commonality of interest to some extent, but also a
conflict of interest. The relationship changed over time. In the early 1990’s
what had been a degree of collusion changed towards conflict and
antagonism. This was a complex situation, which involved both conflict
and collusion. I say that the overall theory does contain some truth but it is
also partial and one-sided”.
A journalist from Pietermaritzburg had a different theory on the situation: “I agree
with the ANC theory. It has evidence in the [former] state allowing or activating
the violence by not taking decisive action against the IFP. In addition — since the
ANC was the most popular liberation movement — it followed that once a great
number of people had died, the average “group” of 500 ANC supporters in the
country would have experienced violence at first hand, through the death of a
friend or family member. These people would then ask why there should be
violence. Their appetite for black leadership would be blunted. The people who
suffered most from this were the ANC, who had spent years of matyrdom building
black support. Then rumblings arose, “If Mandela is President, there will be no
place in the country. It was better before Mandela was released”. F.W. De Klerk

also said, “You can come back [from exile], or out of jail”. “I will offer you beer

and braaivleis, leave your weapons outside, by suspending MK (Umkhonto
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weSizwe). It is history repeating itself. I do not know this way, but this is how it is

projecting itself”.

5.4, Peace Accord

In 14 September 1991, a National Peace Accord met with the sole purpose of
calling for peace in South Africa. In their preamble, they signified their common
purpose to bring an end to political violence in South Africa and to set out codes of
conduct, procedures and mechanisms to achieve the goal of peace. They claimed
that the accord was intended to promote peace and prosperity in violence-stricken
communities. The right of all people to live in peace and harmony will be

promoted.

The principles of the accord was the establishment of a multi-party democracy in
South Africa as our common goal. Democracy is impossible in a climate of
violence, intimidation and fear. In order to ensure democratic political activity all
political participants must recognise and uphold certain fundamental rights

described below and the corresponding responsibilities underlying those rights.

These fundamental rights include the right of every individual to:
¢ freedom of conscience and belief:
¢ freedom of speech and expression;

e freedom of association with others;

62



e peaceful assembly;
e freedom of movement;

e participate freely in peaceful political activity.

The fundamental rights and responsibilities derive from established democratic

principles namely:

e democratic sovereignty derives from the people, whose right it is to elect their
government and hold it accountable at the polls for its conduct of their affairs;

e the citizens must therefore be informed and aware that political parties and the
media must be free to impart information and opinion;

e there should be an active civil society with different interest groups freely
participating therein;

e political parties and organisations, as well as political leaders and other

citizens, have an obligation to refrain from incitement to violence and hatred.

The process of reconstruction and socio-economic development aimed at
addressing the causes of violent conflict, must be conducted in a non-partisan
manner, that is, without being controlled by any political organisation or being to

the advantage of any political group at the expense of another.
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Reconstruction and developmental projects must actively involve the affected
communities. Through a process of inclusive negotiations involving recipients,
experts and donors, the community must be able to conceive, implement and take
responsibility for projects in a co-ordinated way as close to the grassroots as
possible. In addition, reconstruction and development must facilitate the

development of the economic and human resources of the communities concerned.

The initiatives should in no way abrogate the right and duty of governments to
continue their normal developmental activity, except that in doing so they should

be sensitive to the spirit and contents of any agreement that may be reached.

The parties to this process commit themselves to facilitating the rapid removal of

political, legislative and administrative obstacles to development and economic

growth.

The implementation of a system to combat violence and intimidation will only
succeed if the parties involved have a sincere commitment to reach this objective.

Only then will all the people of South Africa be able to fulfil their potential and

create a better future.

It is clear that violence and intimidation declines when it is investigated and when

the background and reasons for it is exposed and given media attention. There is,

64



therefore, need for an effective instrument to do just that. It is agreed that the
Commission established by the Prevention of Public Violence and Intimidation
Act, 1991, be used as an instrument to investigate and expose the background and

reasons for violence, thereby reducing the incidence of violence and intimidation.

Since insufficient instruments exist to actively prevent violence and intimidation at
regional and local levels, it is agreed that committees be appointed at regional and
local levels to assist in this regard. Peace bodies are therefore to be established at
both regional and local levels to be styled “Regional Dispute Resolution
Committees” (RDRC) and “Local Dispute Resolution Committees” (LDRC)
respectively. These bodies will be guided and co-ordinated at a national level by a

National Peace Secretariat. At the local level the bodies will be assisted by Justices

of the Peace.

The Preparatory Committee has played a crucial role in the process of bringing the
major actors together to negotiate a Peace Accord. There is still much to be done to
implement the Accord and establish the institutions of peace. To assist in this

regard, a National Peace Committee shall be established.
There should be simple and expeditious procedures for the resolution of disputes
regarding transgressions of the Code for Political Parties and organisations by

political parties and organisations who are signatories to the National Peace
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Accord. These disputes should wherever possible, be settled at grassroots level,
through participation of the parties themselves; and by using the proven methods

of mediation , arbitration and adjudication.

An effective and credible criminal judicial system requires the swift and just
dispensation of justice. This in turn will promote the restoration of peace and
prosperity to communities, freeing them of the ravages of violence and
intimidation. Special attention should be given to unrest related cases by setting up

Special Criminal Courts specifically for this purpose.

5.5. Enforcing the peace agreement between the parties

There should be simple and expeditious procedures for the resolution of disputes
regarding transgressions of the Code of Conduct for Political Parties and
Organisations by political parties and organisations who are signatories of the
National Peace Accord. These disputes should wherever possible, be settled:

e at grassroots level;

e through the participation of the parties themselves; and

® Dby using the proven methods of mediation, arbitration and adjudication.

Disputes and complaints regarding the transgression of the Code of Conduct for

Political Parties and Organisations shall be referred to the National Peace
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Committee or a committee to whom it has referred the matter for resolution, if the

parties were not able to resolve the dispute themselves.

Where the dispute cannot be resolved by the National Peace Committee or the
committee to whom it has been referred to by the National Peace Committee, it

shall be referred for arbitration.

The arbitrator shall be a person with legal skills, appointed by the relevant parties
by consensus, failing which the arbitrator shall be appointed by the National Peace
Committee within 21 days of being requested to do so in writing and failing which

the Chairperson of the National Peace Committee shall appoint an arbitrator.

Subject to the above, the procedure of the arbitration shall be as follows:

e the complaint shall be referred to the arbitrator by the complaining parties;

e the arbitrator shall decide on a date of hearing and call upon the parties to the
dispute to be present at the hearing with their witnesses;

e the hearing shall be conducted in private;

e the arbitrator shall make a finding on the facts and make an order on the
organisation concerned to remedy the breach either by a public distancing of

the organisation from the events or by steps to be taken to prevent further
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breaches of the Code and the time within which the order has to be
implemented,

e the arbitrator shall hold a compliance hearing once the time period has expired
to determine compliance;

e the arbitrator will then submit a report of its findings to the National Peace

Committee.

The signatories agree to consult each other in the National Peace Committee on
methods of ensuring that the Code of Conduct for Political Parties and
Organisations is enforceable on all such bodies, including the possibility of

statutory enforcement.

5.6.  Special criminal courts

An effective and credible criminal judicial system requires the swift but just
dispensation of justice. This in turn will promote the restoration of peace and
prosperity to communities, freeing them of the ravages of violence and
intimidation. Special attention should be given to unrest related cases, cases of
public violence and cases involving intimidation by setting up Special Criminal

Courts specifically for the purpose.

It is agreed that the Department of Justice, in co-operation with local legal

practitioners of the Law Societies and the Bar, should establish project committees
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to advise the Department of Justice on the administration of the proposed Special

Criminal Courts.

These Special Criminal Courts will not deal with ordinary day-to-day crime. Its
function will be to deal with unrest related cases. As a result, cases being heard in
these courts will be disposed of swiftly and effectively without delay. Cognizance
is taken of the initiative to establish mobile courts in certain areas to bring justice

closer to the people. The initiative is supported.

Special Criminal Courts should be located in areas where its services are most
urgently needed. This implies that cases can be heard more expeditiously than
ordinary criminal courts would be able to. This ensures that perpetrators of
violence and intimidation will not unnecessarily be let out on bail enabling them to
become re-involved in violence and intimidation. This also ensures that those who

are maliciously accused of being violent can have their names cleared sooner than

is the case at present.

The Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1991 provides a mechanism for a
programme of witness protection. It is based on the voluntary co-operation of the
person threatened by others and can also protect his family members. It is agreed

that these provisions be actively utilised in areas affected by unrest.
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For unrest, political violence and intimidation related offences to be effectively
combated, criminals should be prosecuted as effectively as possible and at the

earliest instance.

It is acknowledged that for Special Criminal Courts to be effective, special
procedural and evidential rules should apply. The parties therefore commit
themselves to promoting procedural and evidential rules that will facilitate the

expeditious and effective hearing of criminal cases.

By early January 1996, consultations began between the African National
Congress and IFP to pave the way for an Imbizo (Meeting) to be called by the Zuly
Monarch, King Goodwill Zwelithini. The objective of the Imbizo would be to
promote peace and national and provincial reconciliation, and allow the King an
opportunity to plead for an end to violence in KwaZulu-Natal. Both the Zulu
Monarch and the President of the IFP, Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, agreed to the
holding of an Imbizo. Chief Buthelezi added that traditional customs would have to
be observed in arranging a preliminary meeting of the chiefs. The meeting took
place in mid-March 1996 and was attended by the Zulu monarch, the President, Mr
Rolihalhla Mandela, Chief Buthelezi, the ANC National Chairman provincial
leader in KwaZulu-Natal, Mr Jacob Zuma, and a number of traditional leaders in

the province. Little progress was made, however and no date was set for the
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planned Imbizo, as had been hoped (SA Institute of Race Relations Survey

1996/1997).

In mid-May 1996, Church leaders in the province initiated a peace plan, “Project
Ukuthula” (Ukuthula means PEACE in Zulu), following discussions with Mr
Mandela. Provincial ANC and IFP leaders also held a series of talks in the
province in an effort to resolve the differences between them. Dr Frank Mdlalose,
the then premier of KwaZulu-Natal and the National Chairman of IFP, said that
both sides had admitted that their supporters had made “tragic mistakes”. The ANC
also acknowledged at a meeting on 27 May 1996 that Inkatha had been part of the
liberation movement against apartheid, while both sides agreed that, with the
ending of armed struggle and economic sanctions, the major differences between

the two had been eliminated.

The two organisations also agreed that a code of conduct should be drawn up for
the local government polls, and kept in place thereafter. A permanent structure
would also be needed to monitor and investigate wrongdoing on both sides. Church
leaders responsible for initiating “Project Ukuthula” and a peace conference would
be held on 13 June, to be attended by Mr Mandela, Chief Buthelezi and King
Goodwill Zwelithini. In a further development, “warlords” from both the ANC and

the IFP agreed that they would visit each others stronghold together to canvas

voters in the local polls.
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President Mandela and Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi welcomed the initiative and
urged provincial leaders to work out a detailed programme for peace. A series of
committees were formed to deal with various issues, while the Chief proposed that
he and Mr Mandela promote the peace process by holding joint rallies in troubled
areas. The IFP president expressed this regret that plans made in March 1990 for a
joint rally at Taylor Hall in Durban, to be addressed by himself and Mr Mandela,
had not been carried through (1989/1990, Survey: 348). Again a series of talks
were held between the African National Congress and IFP to put an end to

violence in KwaZulu-Natal. Some of the IFP demands were as follows:

1. The withdrawal, by the ANC, of a Court Challenge to the House of
Traditional Leaders in the province, which was headed by the leader of the
IFP Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi.

2. Agreement that King Goodwill Zwelithini should have the right to appoint
his own representative to the House of Traditional Leaders. This would
replace the system which members are nominated by an IFP dominated

body of Chiefs.

3. The allocation of a quarter of the ten portfolios in the KwaZulu-Natal

provincial government to the ANC.
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An extension of the cut off date for amnesty applications in the province
beyond 10 May 1994, together with a special amnesty for those involved in
acts of political violence in KwaZulu-Natal after the 1994 elections.

The establishment of a special board, acceptable to both the ANC and IFP
to handle all disclosure and confessions by members of both parties in
camera. The board would operate within the framework of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission who would nominate its members. Party
members of both the ANC and IFP applying for special amnesty would
have to make full disclosures to the board including who their commanders
were, the location of weapons and arms cashes, the orders given and the
nature of these orders and specific details concerning the units under their
command and the source of their weapon (7he Citizen 17 May 1997).

A guarantee of a position at National level for Chief Buthelezi beyond 1999
which position would not be dependent on the vote ratio achieved by the

IFP in the 1999 election (Rapport 18 May 1997).

Among other special demands of the IFP were:

(a)
(b)

(©)

The development of Ulundi as the capital of KwaZulu-Natal.

An ANC endorsement of a R70m debating chamber for the House of

Traditional Leaders.

The acceptance of the provinces 300 chiefs as leaders of rural local

government structures.
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(d)

(e)

®

(2

The recognition of the IFP as a legitimate element of the liberation struggle,
coupled with a demand that the ANC abandon its stance that the IFP had
become surrogate force of the Apartheid regime. (Sunday Tribune, 18 May
1997)

The recognition by the ANC of the Kingdom of KwaZulu-Natal as well as
the IFP role in the governing of the province. (7he Citizen, 16 May 1997)
An extension of the provincial power particularly in respect of the public
service and the police force through an amendment to the National
Constitution. This would allow the provinces to retain their public service
commissions and also reverse the “nominal” policing powers, which the
provinces had.

The recognition of the Zulu Monarchy. (7he Citizen, 3 June 1977)

The consequences of these peace initiatives led to the end of open clashes between

the ANC and IFP in Richmond. The IFP agreed to participate in South African

National Election in 1994 and this reduced the level of violence in Richmond.
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The capacity of one cultural group to commit acts of physical
brutality and destruction against another is proportionate to the
place of power (i.e. control over “other”) in its ideology and the
degree to which its image and conception of those outside the
culture lack characteristics of humanness.

- Prof Man’Mba Ani

CHAPTER 6

6.1.  Secret state funding

This phenomenon was to promote the policies of the then government and to fund
operations directed against the opponents of apartheid. At the Advisory Committee
on Special Secret Projects, chaired by Professor Ellison Kahn a report was received
detailing that there were funds in secret bank accounts. The Auditor-General
reported that a total of more than R2.75 billion was expended through the secret

services account between 1978-1994.

Certain projects were undertaken by the South African Defence Force, South
African Police (SAP), National Intelligence Service (NIS), Department of Foreign
Affairs and Department of National Education. Front organisations were
established as a camouflage to counter the activities of the ANC and its allies,
primarily in the sphere of information, communication, disinformation, counter

propaganda. Other projects were aimed at circumventing sanctions.
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The Defence Special Account Act No.6 of 1974, which came into effect on March
1974, made provision for the establishment of the Special Defence Account. The
act allowed for funds in the account to be used, with the approval of the Minister of
Finance, to defray expenditure incurred in connection with special defence

activities.

Until April 1993 and in terms of section 2(2)a of the Secret Services Account Act
No.56 of 1978, the Minister of State Expenditure could, at the request of the
Minister concerned, transfer money from the Secret Services Account to the:

(a) Foreign Affairs Account

(b)  Information Service of South Africa Special Account

(c) South African Police Special Account

(d) Security Services Special Account

(e) Special Defence Account

In terms of Section 2 of the various Special Account Acts, the money in these
accounts was to be utilised in connection with services of a confidential nature,

with the functional minister being able to approve secret projects subject to

conditions and directions as deem necessary.

The SADF secret projects covered a range of activities such as publications, front

organisations and support surrogate groups. Publication included Special Despatch
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(Project Olive), the Aida Parker Newsletter (Project Villa Marie), Christian for
Truth (Project Camara) and Stand To (Project Mediant), as well as a printing press

and publication in Botswana such as News Links Africa (Project Parker).

Secret projects concerned with contra-mobilisation included establishment and
support of conservative or moderate organisations such as the Federal Independent
Democratic Alliance (FIDA) known as Project Capital. FIDA was described as a
moderate alliance of black organisations to combat violence and advance stability
that was a very valuable source of information to the Defence Force on violence in
black townships. Project Napper covered the Eagles Youth Clubs, another valuable
source of information on violence in black townships. Other organisations included
Vroue vir Suid Africa (Project Leafy), Jeugkrag (Youth Power-Project Essay), the
use of consultants in covert front organisations such as South African Christian
Cultural Organisation (SACCO), the Lion Life Research Corporation (Project
Jetty), Veterans for Victory (Project Mediant), Project Rooibos and Hardekool
provided the logical training for the independent churches... with the object of

inculcating a moderate religious conviction in support of current constitutional

initiatives.
Project Marion was to put Inkatha Freedom Party in a position to neutralise the
assault by Umkhonto WeSizwe against it but having its mandate modified on 1

March 1990 to maintain links with Chief Minister Buthelezi. The initial training
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took place in 1986 with sporadic contact and inligtingskakeling (Intelligence links)
until March 1991. Project Marion have contributed directly to the perpetrators of

gross human rights violations.

The SAP initiated special secret projects from November 1985, as directed by SSC
on 16 November 1985. From that year, Project Aristotle ran National Students
Federation, which was financed through business trust. Project Romulus was
aimed at combating organisations and individuals mainly among the youth who
disrupted public order through intimidation and violence. It encompassed several
sub-projects, one of which was the youth project Operation Fordian which had
offices in Durban and cost a total of R222 820. Further sub-projects included
Operation Voltaire, Operation Okumelana and the Alliance for Free South
Africans. Project Buye (returned) aimed to show members of overseas that violent

actions to reach political goals are not acceptable.

Consequently the aims of secret funding, to promote a political climate led directly
and indirectly to gross human rights violations. At the same time Kahn
Commission concluded that secret funding was inadequately administered and
audited. It finds that insufficient information presently available to describe these
projects adequately and recommends that further research and investigation be

done into these secret projects to establish a fuller picture of their range of

activities.
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6.2. Security forces activities under the mandate of the then government

Before the general election of 1994, whilst the South African government was
under white minority, police, army and other security organisations were used as

batons against the resisting African minority in Richmond.

A question then arises as to whether President De Klerk was involved in the
political violence. However, the majority -of African people believe he was
involved. They astonishingly asked at the time, was a regime that had been so
successful in tracking down underground elements during the years of the black
resistance suddenly so incapable of arresting anyone in connection with such

widespread and ongoing violence.

They also found it hard to believe that such an extensive and sophisticated

campaign could be conducted by officials alone without the political leadership

knowing anything about it.

For several times De Klerk had been denying that elements of his security forces
were involved in what the media suggesting was a shadowy “third force” behind
the intensifying violence became less and less convincing. It is said that there is no
evidence that De Klerk himself knew at the time about the criminal activities that

have since been revealed within his security forces, but the fact is that he failed to
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take action to weed out these elements when it was clear to people all over the
country what was happening. Even some members of his own cabinet were no
longer in doubt. Leon Wessels, a key National Party negotiator and always the
frankest of the mimisters, told Alister Sparks “he was satisfied, from what he had
himself witnessed, that there had been police complicity in, at least two massacres

in areas he had visited. But De Klerk remained heedless of all appeals to act.

Another clear example was uttered by Nelson Mandela in December 1990. He said
“I still regard De Klerk as a man of integrity, and I think he feels the same about
me”. President Nelson Mandela in an interview with a professional journalist
Alister Sparks discerned “We have developed enormous respect for each other. 1
can call him at any time, I can get him out of bed or out of cabinet meetings. I
believe he, and perhaps the majority of his cabinet, are still as committed to peace
process as we are. But he has problems with elements inside his government —
especially his security establishment, which is riddled with right-wingers who are

not with him at all — and he is not being frank with me about that.”

Not only was he not frank, but at times he seemed to be deliberately trying to
protect the culprits. When in January 1990, he had appointed a judge, Louis
Harms, to investigate disclosures of widespread death-squad and dirty-tricks
activities, De Klerk set such limits to the Commissions terms of reference that a

thorough probe was impossible. He barred the Commission from investigating
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operations in neighbouring countries and left the way open for senior officers to
refuse to testify and for vital documents to be shredded before Harms could see
them. De Klerk then hailed the inconclusive results as an exoneration of his
security forces and said he hoped this would put an end to “witchhunts on

individuals”.

Media as watchdogs of the people continued compelling De Klerk to appoint a
more flexible commission under Judge Richard Goldstone. Even then, when
Goldstone raided the secret headquarters of a renegade element of military
intelligence and seized documents showing them to be carrying out clandestine
anti-ANC operations, De Klerk suspended twenty-three senior officers but not the
head of Military Intelligence, General Jaffel van der Westhuizen and the suspended
officers retired with full pension. Another question to be asked is how does one
explain De Klerk’s half-hearted attempts to clamp down on the renegade elements
in his security forces? Alister Sparks the Journalist, attempted to answer this
question by elaborating that De Klerk never sure of the extent of his control over
Botha’s old securocrat establishment, did not want to put it to the test. As for
Frederick van Zyl Slabbert puts it “What do you do if you confront your top
generals and say you are fired”, and they reply, “no we are not”. In Lyndon
Johnnson (the U.S. President) phrase “De Klerk tried to keep the securocrats inside

the tent pissing out, rather than outside the tent pissing in.”
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If De Klerk was reluctant to act against the renegades, did he know what they were
doing? An official who was closely involved in investigating violence said “He
was like someone whose spouse is having an affair — everyone else knows about it

and he is the last to find out because he does not want to know.

In June 1991, a former Military Intelligence Officer, Captain Nico Basson, made a
series of startling claims that he had been part of a dirty-tricks against SWAPO
during Namibia’s 1989 independence election, which he said, was a dress rehearsal
for a similar campaign to defeat the ANC in South Africa. According to Basson,
the campaign was headed by General Kat Liebenberg, Chief of the Defence Force
at the time he made his allegations. The Captain suggested the promotion was to
enable Liebenberg to head a similar operation in South Africa. When Operation in
Namibia began Basson said “General Liebenberg told us our objective was to

dissuade SWAPO from winning”.

The revelation of Basson gained some credence a month later, however, when a
Johannesburg newspaper, the Weekly Mail disclosed that the South African
security police had secretly funded the IFP to help to organize rallies and other
activities to counter the ANC shortly after Nelson Mandela’s release from prison,
and to help Buthelezi found new labour movement. The evidence is now

overwhelming that there was indeed state sponsored to Inkatha, the Police and

Military Intelligence.
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It will be interesting enough if I bring fourth patterns applied by the then
government in fermenting political violence in that region of Richmond. In this
way [ will be able to give a reader clear picture whether De Klerk knew about the

whole evil phenomenon. They are as follows:

(1) It was based on security legislation, relied on laws passed by the Apartheid
Parliament and on the existence of a massive law enforcement machinery.

(2) A security management system, which, while it had no constitutional status
deeper.

(3)  Vigilantism, relied upon the planting of a fifth column within dissident
communities.

(4)  Hit squads was a means of last resort, the elimination of political opponents
and crippling of their structures by faceless assassins and strike groups:

they lie at the depths of visibility and legality (see Appendix)

During P.W. Botha’s era (Prime Minister 1978-1983; State President 1983-1989),
the South African State followed a policy of ‘total strategy’ to deal with what it
perceived to be a ‘total onslaught’ by revolutionary forces. Such forces involved,
inter alia, the African National Congress (ANC), the Pan Africanist Congress
(PAC) and the Azanian People’s Organisation (AZAPO). The State believed that

such forces were planning to overthrow the South African government through a
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variety of means, including both military methods (such as terrorist bomb attacks)
and civil methods (by making the country ‘ungovernable’ through alternative
structures). The State identified a number of internal organizations as surrogates of

these forces, including COSATU and the United Democratic Front (UDF).

To overcome this ‘onslaught’, the State created a security structure to co-ordinate
State activities, as well as to tie civil society into security networks. The security

forces have played a crucial role in the creation and supervision of such structures.

Neither the theory nor the strategy have altered since the advent of F.W. De Klerk
as State President in 1989. Rather, they have been refined so as to be both more
secretive and more comprehensive. State strategists have continued to liaise closely
with international security strategists, particularly those in the United States of
America, in evolving both theory and strategy. Thus developments in international
thinking are reflected locally, and Low Intensity Conflict, as used by the United
States of America in Nicaragua, El Salvador and other central and South American

and Pacific countries, has become official South African State strategy.

There is strong circumstantial evidence that this strategy has been applied to the
violence in the Natal Midlands, and that such violence is being deliberately co-
ordinated and exploited by the State to destabilize the ‘revolutionary forces’ - in

particular the ANC and COSATU - and thus enable the State to dictate the terms
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and time-frame of negotiations. There have also been allegations that the State,
through its security forces, has been directly involved in instigating incidents of

violence as well as in assassinations of key figures.

Obviously, such involvement needs to be hidden. Thus not only have the State and
the security forces consistently denied involvement in the violence, they have
propagated a theory of the violence which excludes this possibility. So the State’s
public analysis of the violence portrays it as a peculiarly ‘black-on-black’
phenomenon, a struggle for power between Inkatha and the ANC, in which the
State clearly has no interest. This theory has been advanced particularly since
President De Klerk’s groundbreaking speech of 2 February 1990 in which he
announced the unbanning of the ANC, the PAC and the South African Communist

Party (SACP) (Truluck Anne, 1987-92, 28).

Some revelation of the then government having direct links with Inkatha Freedom

Party. During 1991 and early 1992, a great deal of evidence came to light linking
security forces to the IFP. Such links have been in the form of funding and

training.
The Weekly Mail of 19 July 1991 revealed information it had received suggesting
that the government had funded Inkatha rallies in 1990. The paper printed a

document allegedly sent by a Major Louis Both, Regional head of the Natal
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Security Branch, to the head of the Security Police at SAP headquarters in Pretoria
requesting funds to support Inkatha rallies. According to the document, Botha
claimed to have had extensive talks with Chief Minister Buthelezi about Inkatha’s
dwindling support in Natal. At least R150 000 was paid into an Inkatha bank

account on 15 March 1990, ten days before a major Inkatha rally in Durban.

Minister of Law and Order, Adriaan Vlok admitted that money had been paid over
to the IFP in order to fund two rallies. He said that the money was from an anti-
sanctions fund. He also said:
‘This funding was under no circumstances aimed at promoting
partiality or political activism of any particular group.” (Natal
Witness 20.07.1991).
State President De Klerk said the funding had to be seen in the pre-1990 context in
which the State was threatened by sanctions and violence. Minister Vlok also
revealed that the South African Police had funded the United Workers Union of
South Africa (UWUSA), Inkatha’s union wing, in an attempt to ‘counter

intimidation, illegal actions and related violence on the labour front’.

Meanwhile, Dave Dalling DP M.P. called on Chief Buthelezi to resign. Buthelezi

denied any knowledge of the funding.
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Minister Viok confirmed in a television interview that R1,5 million had been paid
to UWUSA over a period of six years. He said that every cent of his money had
been accounted for, and that State funding of UWUSA had ceased. (Natal Witness,

22.07.91)

Within days, the scandal began to take its toll. The personal secretary of Chief
Buthelezi, Zakhele Khumalo, resigned, claiming that he had accepted the money
without informing Buthelezi. Meanwhile, the Foreign Minister, Pik Botha,
admitted that he had personally authorized the funds for the rally. The IFP began
an internal investigation into the funding, but no further resignations took place.

(Natal Witness, 24.07.91)

New revelations continued. It came to light that Khumalo had been very involved
in security police attempts to destabilize Zulu politics during the early 1970s and
had been involved with the government’s Bureau of Information for some years.
The Weekly Mail claimed it had documents showing the UWUSA’s finances were
in a shocking state, and that Vlok had been concerned that State funding might be
revealed if debt action was brought against UWUSA. The documents showed that
UWUSA was under the joint control of Inkatha and the SAP, and was codenamed

‘Operation Omega’ by the SAP. (Sunday News 27.07.91)
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The Weekly Mail claimed that an investigation into UWUSA’s finances had been
attempted by Gavin Woods, director of the Inkatha Institute, but he had been
unable to complete it because of the appalling state of the Union’s records. It also
claimed that at least five senior Inkatha officials must have known about the

funding, including Chief Buthelezi. (Natal Witness 26.07.91)

Major Louis Botha denied that Buthelezi knew anything about the funds, although
he had claimed in a memo:
‘Chief Minister Buthelezi was very emotional when a copy of the receipt
was given to him. He could not say thank you enough and said he had not

expected it’. (Natal Witness 29.07.91)

On 29 July, Viok and Magnus Malan, Minister of Defence, were demoted. Vlok
was replaced by Hernus Kriel, Malan by Roelf Meyer. The government also
announced that all secret funding to political parties was to be halted, and

legislation governing secret funding was to be reviewed. (Natal Witness, 31.07.91)

6.3. South African Defence Force training
The Weekly Mail was also responsible in 1991 for uncovering a network of training
and support provided by the SADF to Inkatha. This information, much of it

confidential, was set out by Lawyers for Human Rights, the Weekly Mail, the
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Media Defence Trust, the ANC and COSATU in a memorandum to the Goldstone

Commission.

According to the memorandum, 200 members of Inkatha were flown to the Caprivi
strip in Namibia in an SADF aircraft some time in 1986. They were given training

at the ‘Hippo’ base by the SADF and a Guy Boardman. Their training included —

handling of weapons including pistols, assault rifles, hand grenades,

limpet mines and mortar rockets;

- training in urban guerrilla warfare and demolition;

- techniques in kidnapping and assassination of key individuals;

- techniques in unarmed combat;

- techniques in winning the support of the local population designed to be
part of the process of ‘winning hearts and minds’;

- techniques in identifying ANC/UDF an other targeted elements;

- techniques in persuading the local populace to become hostile towards

the ANC/UDF.

The South African government admitted that 150 Zulu men had been trained in
Namibia by the SADF, but claimed that they had only been trained as security
guards to protect KwaZulu leaders. The government said that the unit had been

absorbed into the KZP in 1989. However, dissidents denied this. They said that
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after their initial training, they were taken to the Amatugulu camp in Zululand, and
then to the Mkhuze camp. At these camps they received further training and
intense ideological instruction, including highly emotional anti-ANC/UDF

propaganda.

The training and instruction is alleged to have been arranged, organized and funded
by members of Creed Consultants, acting with and on behalf of Adult Education
Consultants and the SADF. It is alleged that Creed paid the salaries of the trainees
until 1989 when they were absorbed into the KwaZulu police, and that it dealt with

Inkatha through M.Z. Khumalo and Mbongeni Khumalo.

Some of the trainees have allegedly subsequently been involved in activities
against the ANC and the Mass Democratic Movement. Mandla Mchunu allegedly
carried out a number of assassinations in New Hanover, Pietermaritzburg,
Umzumbe and Clermont, and has gone into hiding. Cyril Ngema was charged in
1991 with the murder of two ANC supporters. Daluxolo Luthuli is also allegedly
responsible for many more murders in the greater Pietermaritzburg area. Shortly
before his assassination, Chief Maphumulo claimed that Luthuli was operating in

the area. (Lawyers for Human Rights op.cit., p.5)

6.4. Methods of Training at Mlaba Camp
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A trainee who received SPU training at the Mlaba camp claimed the following

regarding the process followed by recruits:

)

()

(4)

()

(6

™

The Induna of his area recruited IFP supporters for SPU training in order to
“become soldiers for Inkatha”.

Physical training took place at Emandleni for a week prior to the training at
Umfolozi. One of those in change was a KwaZulu Police Sergeant.

(3) At Umfolozi the trainees were divided into platoons. Some of the
instructors were KwaZulu Policemen while others were not. Philip Powell
arrived during the course of the training.

The musketry course included training in the assembly, stripping and firing
of the following weapons: 9mm handgun, HMC, shotgun, G3, R1, R4, RS,
Makarov and Uzzi. Shooting practice took place in the Mlaba river bed, at
the intersection of the Mlaba and Umfolozi rivers.

Training was provided in the use of hand grenades and rifle grenades. The
grenade practice site was located above the Umfolozi river. The grenades
were thrown onto the sandy river bed.

The trainee noticed bags full of empty cartridges and grenade levers next to
the rondawel, which was the armoury.

The instructor who provided the training in the use of hand grenades,
Makarovs, Uzis, HMCs and R4 and R5s was thought to be a KwaZulu

Policeman because he wore a police tracksuit, shorts and vests.
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(8)

©)

(10)

(11

The trainees were instructed how to construct home-made bombs using
ingredients such as petrol, sunlight or surf powder soap, Kerosene and
turpentine.

Instruction was provided on how to sabotage a vehicle by removing
distilled water from the battery and replacing the water with petrol. When
the vehicle is started the battery will explode. A demonstration with a car
battery was given.

Instruction was provided on how to set alight a bus in a manner, which
would prevent most passengers from escaping. The instructor said the best
way to do this was to pour petrol mixed with surf washing powder on the
back set, so as to allow the petrol to slide to the front of the bus, they
proceed to the entrance to the bus and deposit a mixture of glycerine and a
substance known in Zulu as Manyazini (an oil) wrapped in paper. This
would then ignite instantly and the fire would spread rapidly to the back of
the bus. This technique was not demonstrated in a bus but demonstrated at
the grenade site on the Umfolozi River bed.

The trainees were taught how to use a knife in order to disarm a person of a
firearm. This technique involved slashing the victim with a knife under his
upper arm, and/or cutting the victim across his upper inner thigh. The
trainees were advised that the technique should be used especially against

policemen who were perceived to be ANC sympathizers.
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(12)

(13)

(14)

Instruction in bush warfare was given by two black men who could not
speak Zulu. It was thought that these two instructors came from
Mozambique. This instruction included moving in different types of
formations, the art of camouflage and survival in the bush.

The trainees were instructed on how to conduct ambushes of vehicles and
people. A technique was taught in which three groups of attackers are
deployed, the group furthest away from the victims attempt to turn around
to escape in the direction they came from.

All the instructors emphasized that the skills taught were to be used against
the ANC. Shortly before the trainees departed they were told by a KwaZulu
Police Sergeant that they would receive firearms from their chiefs, and that
they should return to the camp on 15 April 1994, when they would receive
instructions on what to do over the election period.

(The Interview was guaranteed anonymity)

According to the statement of Israel Hlongwane, “They informed us that we were

there for six weeks intensive training. We were to be trained in the use of the

following weapons:

AK47

Uzi Machine gun

Shotgun

G3 Assault Rifle
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9mm Pistol

F1 and RDG 5 Hand Grenades

We were also to be trained in house penetration, hostage situations and how to
carry out planned attacks. The purpose of this training was to guard the Chiefs, to
eliminate the ANC and to stop the people from going to vote in the April 1994

elections”.

Thami Hebron Ngubane (also known as Nhlanhla Mthethwa, an Mlaba camp
trainee and SPU commander).

“While we were at Mlaba camp, we were divided into platoons. I was appointed as
a platoon leader in my group “Platoon 13”. We were taught to drill, shoot, use
bombs as well as the strategies and methods as to how to approach our opponents

and attack. We were training with the following weapons viz.

1. R5’s
2. AK 47 rifles
3. CZ 75s

4. Scorpions

5. Makarov
6. R4’s
7. Shotguns
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8. LMG’s

9. G3’s

10.  RPG 11 rifles

11.  Explosives

12.  Bombs

13.  Hand grenades with different members

14. Petrol Bombs

On the day of passing out, our instructors/commanders gave us instructions that we
must endeavour by all means to eliminate the ANC members. We were also told by
them (commanders) that we would later be integrated into KwaZulu Police. There

were no other duties assigned to us except of killing the ANC members.

Other dissidents members of the hit squad Unit spoke to the Weekly Mail. They
said that they were used by Inkatha officials to conduct hit squad missions against
ANC supporters in Natal. They claimed that after they returned to KwaZulu-Natal,
some members of the Unit were posted to secret bases by KwaZulu Police officials
trained at these secret bases. Some members of the Unit were allegedly allocated to
various police stations within KwaZulu-Natal. Two Natal Witness reporters
investigation team in two vehicles used by hit squads units, revealed that the

vehicles were registered under the Tshameni leadership and development project
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(Natal Mercury, 9:10 and 13:9.1991; Weekly Mail, 9:8.91;, Natal Witness,
12:8.1991).

The merger between hit squads did not bring peace in the region. Many people
died and fled their houses to places of safety in neighbouring towns and churches.
The South African government was at least co-responsible, highlighted by the fact
that the Commissioner of the KwaZulu Police was an appointee of the Minister of
Law and Order. In terms of section 5 of the Police Act, No.7 of 1958, the SAP has
in any event legal authority in KwaZulu-Natal. Furthermore by virtue of section 37
of the National State Constitution Act No.21 of 1971, the South African
government was at least co-responsible. The act stipulates that the Minister of
Police can set conditions for the control organization and establishment of Police
forces for the government territories such as KwaZulu-Natal (Irish Jenny 1991:1).
The then South African government or at least substantial elements therefore have
entered the area of conflict on the side of IFP. They have become so inextricably
interwoven in the conflict that there seems to be little chance of extracting

themselves or from what was happening in that area.

A frank admission by Colonel (Ret) Lourens du Plessis Comops, EP (Command,
South African Defence Force, Port Elizabeth) at a conference on covert operations
in South Africa held on 15-16 November 1993 at Espada Ranch that the SADF

supported, funded and had full knowledge of the sinister forces.

96



Question: Certain individuals are still involved since financing of them ceased.
Was that likely to include weaponry, ammunition and legal resources or was it just

Comops?

Du Plessis: Just a bit of background. When the Inkathagate scandal was revealed
the State President said that all these covert operations must be stopped. It took a
while because there were certain contracts that had to be fulfilled. Since then to the
best of my knowledge all that equipment, and I am talking about ten million rands
— it includes fully equipped gymnasiums, sedan cars, bakkies, cameras, office
equipment, caravans and all that, which to the best of my knowledge and I am sure
I am right — all that equipment is still in the possession of the people that are
managing these organizations and do not forget these organizations were registered
as closed corporations (CCs), each with a managing director and I was chairman of
the board of each of these organizations. I am convinced that all that equipment

which was purchased with taxpayers money is still in their possession, including

vehicles.
Question: I want to suggest that the fact that this equipment has not been returned

to Army Headquarters lends itself to the suggestion that these covert operations are

still continuing. I mean is the equipment still in the field?
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Du Plessis: The Eastern Cape Sport Foundation is still functioning but are being
funded by other sources, unlike the resource center that was exposed recently as
fully covert in Namibia. It was exposed that they had been funded by the Defence
Force and the Chairman, who is a Minister of Namibia, was fired and he was told
to relocate. But there is no more funding from the government side, that I can
assure you, and of course they [sinister forces] can continue their operations

because they still have the infrastructure to continue.

In conclusion Du Plessis claimed that “financing remained a problem. It was quite
amusing at times. Cash was made available to the Command HQ Comops Section.
These monies had to be paid into the accounts of the organizations concerned,
obviously in such a way that they could not be traced. We consequently resorted to
depositing money in the various accounts in different towns in the Eastern Cape.
The system was refined, all payouts were made directly into various bank
accounts, via the Reserve Bank. All expenditure in all cases had to be approved

and certified by myself in terms of the approved budget.”

The officer commanding had to cosign all the reconciliations of money spent.
Millions were spent he claimed and he had no access to records at this stage but he
estimated at least ten million rand was spend during the period 1985 to 1990.

Further what concerns him most is that the individuals in charge of these
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organizations are still in possession of all the equipment, vehicles etc. even gym

equipment that was purchased with taxpayers money.

6.5. Security forces were compensated after murdering people

The then government approved payment of an amount of R17,5 million to Eugene
De Kock and 83 Vlakplaas policemen who left the force. Askari Joe Mamasela got
more than R400 000 for his 13 years of killing service (Sunday Times, April 2,
1990). At the same time De Klerk rejected any insinuation that the payouts were to
buy silence from the men. He said in Parliament that many of the Vlakplaas
operatives were former ANC and PAC members and that “the first thing the ANC
would have done would have been to immediately get rid of these people. It was,

therefore, necessary to disband this unit.”

Askari Mamasela says that after they had received their final packages, De Kock
called a meeting of Askari at the Hartebeesport Dam near Pretoria. “He said there
was a need for the police to arm us with AK-47s, hand grenades and explosives
because the ANC was going to eliminate us one by one. He prepared us that should
the ANC kill one of us, we should march to Shell House and mow down anything
that moves. I was provided with an AK-47, three magazines and five hand

grenades. (Joe Mamasela, in camera evidence to the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission)
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Under such circumstance a person concludes that was the beginning of the “Third
Force”. They were paid to go and group themselves and continue foment political

violence in places like Richmond.

Beyond reasonable doubt political violence in Richmond was not black on black
violence. It was perpetuated by the then government apparatus. As a consequence,
several thousand people of Richmond have died. It is common to speak of the
period from 1984 through 1989 as years of crisis for the region. However, since

February 1990 the number of deaths increased at a high proportion.

Statistics 1 have mentioned about who perpetuated political violence enable us to
understand the nature of political violence in Richmond and what alternatives can

be used to save the lives of innocent people. Several questions may be asked such

as:

(1)  Why was the violence so random in Richmond, victimizing people of all
political affiliations? The then government sought to disrupt all black
communities, in order to weaken and divide them while strengthening the
then government. It did this by victimizing supporters of the ANC and its
allies, but more frequently it targeted the wider black community.

(2)  Why does the violence seem to increase at certain times? The then

government appears to become more active at moments when it is most
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3)

(4)

advantageous to conservative political elements, such as in the run-up to
the signing of the Pretoria Minute in 1990.

If the violence is government orchestrated, why did it surge after the
announcement of the referendum in February 1992, when the government
wanted a yes vote? The then government was made up of conservative
political elements, who were not under the direct control of the Cabinet,
and consequently are free to act in ways, which may sometimes clash with
the short-term goals of National Party politicians.

Why are people of all political affiliations who had given or were about to
give evidence in judicial proceeding, such as the Goldstone Commission,
regularly killed? The then State vigorously attempted to erase all evidence

of its activities, possibly murdering those people who might be able to

expose it.
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“There are some men whose crimes surpass comprehension and
therefore forgiveness, and is the real failure. For they are still
among us, walking through the cities, working in the offices,
lunching in the canteens, smiling and shaking hands. That they
should live on, not outcasts but as cherished citizens to smear a
whole nation in perpetuity with their individual evil, this is the true
failure. And in this we have failed, you and I, we have all failed and
failed miserably”.

Frederick Forsyth “The Odessa File”

CHAPTER 7

This chapter will attempt to explore the sinister forces that played a key role in

fermenting and perpetrating political violence.

WAS THERE A THIRD FORCE?

7.1. What is third force?

The idea of forming a third force goes back to the mid-1980 when the struggle
against apartheid reached unprecedented levels. The state adopted equally drastic

measures to counter these threats, which included the use of concepts of terrorism

and guerilla warfare.

According to the minutes of the State Security Council, the formation of a “third
force” was discussed at a meeting on May 12, 1986. “Third force” must be mobile

with a well-trained capacity to effectively wipe out terrorists. It must be prepared
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to be unpopular and even-feared. Without marring the image of the Defence Force
or the police. The security forces must work together in the setting up of the “third
force” in order that those who undermine the State are countered with their own
methods (Special Hearings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission on the

Caprivi Trainees held in Durban, August 1997).

Third force was an integrated network of security force and ex-security force
operatives who, in conjunction with IFP, sowed terror in order to undermine the
position of the ANC in talks (World Trade Centre) and prepare the way for a

victory of a Nationalist-IFP alliance in the first democratic election.

During his trial, de Kock claimed that the security forces trained IFP hit squads in
Ulundi, Natal and Caprivi in Namibia, so as to stabilise the position of the ANC.
De Kock claimed high-ranking cabinet ministers, including Minister of Law and
Order Adriaan Vlok, Minister Louis De Grange, Foreign Minister Pik Botha and

Defence Minister Magnus Malan all had knowledge of dirty tricks operations. (Star

16 September 1996 and 18 September 1996).

Even after the unbanning of the ANC de Kock’s Unit was kept on full alert and
fully armed. By mid 1990, he had more than 300 Askaris under his command. In
July 1990 working with the Chairman of the Inkatha Youth Brigade in the

Transvaal, Themba Khoza, who was on the Vlakplaas payroll as a police informer,
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de Kock began selling guns to the pro-Inkatha inhabitants of hostels on the East

Rand where local tension ran high.

Midlands regional ANC Chairperson, Harry Gwala, warned Natal to brace itself
for Mozambique National Resistance-style and third force attacks (Natal Witness
24.09.1990 “Natal must brace itself for attack, says Gwala”). It is said in June
1991, one of the convenors of the church-backed attempt to get Inkatha, the ANC
and the government together to discuss the violence said:

“It is obvious a third force does exist, but one of the problems is to identify

it_ »

The Goldstone Commission also discussed the confusion surrounding the use of

the term, in its second interim report of April 1992.

“The word third force has been used by many people in South Africa in
many contexts and with no consistent meaning. The phrase has been used
[frequently with reference to a sinister and secret organisation or group that

commits acts of violence in furtherance of some nefarious political aim.”
The Commission has received no evidence that there is a “third force” of the first

type mentioned ... i.e. a sinister and secret organisation orchestrating political

violence on a wide front (The Commission of Inquiry regarding the prevention of
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public violence and intimidation, second interim report 29 April 1992 p.5). If

“third force” activities exist, then there must be some evidence of the allegation.

In further attack in Richmond in November 1991, residents claimed that shortly
before an attack in which four people were killed, three white men were seen
trying to set a house alight (Natal Witness 15.11.1991 “Four brutally murdered :

Richmond tension rise”).

In South Africa today allegations abound of a sinister “third force” serving its own
evil ends by subtly fanning the flames of violence, especially politically motivated
violence. Ells (1993:3) defines “third force” as “a deliberate destablisation
programme, based in senior levels in the security establishment. This does not
involve claiming that such activity has the (explicit or implicit) blessing of the

government; however, it does not rule out that possibility either.”

A person can conclude then that the term referred to a group or individuals with
close ties or official links to the then South African security forces, blessing of the

government; however, it does not rule out that possibility either.”
A person can conclude then that the term referred to a group or individuals with
close ties or official links to the then South African security forces. The most

sinister, and the most vigorous, were those of Wouter Basson. The son of an
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Afrikaaner police colonel, Basson qualified in medicine before joining the army,
where he was rapidly promoted to Brigadier by the age of 30. Although he
continued to practice, once acting as President Botha private physician, Basson’s
main activity was in biological and chemical weapons research. The Seventh
Medical Batallion became notorious for its application of such methods in South
African border wars, especially in Angola, but the research was carried out in two
facilities near Pretoria. Under Brigadier Wouter Basson, a group comprising

special force, they were also known as “Elimination group”.

An article in the London Observer of 7 June 1998 reported:
The South African military scientist in charge of the former apartheid regime’s
top-secret chemical and biological warfare programme used a network of British

business contracts to amass a personal fortune, the Observer can reveal.

Brigadier Wouter Basson, a 47-year-old physicist, is now reviled in South African

after details emerged of his role in the weapons programme.

South African prosecutors have visited Britain to investigate his network of
contacts. Last week a former major, in British intelligence admitted receiving
payments of £2.5 million transferred from a bank account in his name, by a

company Basson controlled.
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The international investigation is trying to trace £30 million which was to be spent
in Europe under the guise of Project Coast — a top-secret scheme, led by Basson, to
acquire materials to make chemical and biological weapons in the dying years of

apartheid.

Basson has been called to give evidence about the project this week at the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission hearing in Cape Town. Scientists working under
Basson developed special poisons to cause heart failure, cancer and sterility in the
black population. One aim was to develop devices to kill opponents of apartheid

without trace.

These included poisoned T-shirts designed to kill student activists and
screwdrivers fitted with ‘micro-needles’ filled with deadly chemicals. Brutal
experiments were carried out on live baboons and dogs. One of the most
extraordinary plans was a scheme to develop a pill to turn whites into blacks,

enabling the ‘master race’ to infiltrate the ranks of the enemy.

Basson faces criminal charges alleging that he siphoned millions of pounds from
Project Coast into his personal accounts. Last summer prosecutors from South
Africa’s Office of Serious Economic Fraud interviewed a number of British

executives about his activities in this country.
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Basson ran a network of front companies based with their accounts in the UK,
Luxembourg, Belgium, Switzerland and Croatia. These were set up to acquire
chemical weapons technology.

Among his British contacts was Major Roger Buftham, a former bomb disposal
expert who worked for military intelligence and is now head of security at the
Jockey Club. Basson ran the South African Army’s Seventh Medical Battalion. But
his role went far beyond medicine. He and his scientists worked on projects that
are incredible to Western researchers. In one of the most bizarre schemes, three
chimpanzees were used in experiments to make black women infertile.

The infertility programme was headed by Daan Goosen, 47, a respected vet and
pathologist. Goosen was managing director of a South African Defence Force front
company, Roodeplaats Research Laboratories. ‘The chimps were a cover for
developing an anti-fertility vaccine,” said Goosen, ‘I was told the growing black
population was the overwhelming threat to white South Africa. The anti-fertility

project was approved by the South African Defence Force at the highest levels.’

Animal rights groups also claim that organophosphates were tested on live
animals, often young baboons and dogs, so researchers could see how long it took
them to die.

One of the most lethal devices said to have been developed was a fence combining

barbed wire and a deadly charge of electricity to enable police to erect mobile

barricades around rioters.
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After a series of security leaks in the early 1990s, the South African Defence
Force’s counter-intelligence service began investigating Basson. Project Coast was

closed down at the end of 1992. Basson left the army months later.

Following the Truth Commission’s hearings, Basson is expected to go before a
criminal court to answer the fraud charges. He is also accused of trying to sell
1,000 Ecstasy tablets to undercover police. It is alleged that government
laboratories manufactured up to a ton of the drug at a secret laboratory near

Pretonia.

Martin Tomkinson, writing in the London on Sunday, went further:

“But an even greater scandal remains a possibility. In the dying days of apartheid,
a secretive organisation with the deceptively bland title of Directorate of Covert
Collections was established. The DCC set up a network of front companies to
facilitate the grisly work of apartheid death squads — around the world. Persistent
and growing allegations have circulated in South Africa that such companies were
organised with direct assistance of executives of Amalgamated of Banks of South
Africa (ABSA). To date, the ground-breaking Truth and Reconciliation

Commission has not examined any evidence of who exactly funded the terrorist

activities of the DCC.
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The discovery of a document which was known as the Verkopelys (Saleslist) and a
list of SADF sponsored (hard) projects conducted at Roodeplaat Research
Laboratories provided the TRC with a clear indication that there was an intent to
poison Africans and that the front company, Roodeplaat Research Laboratones
was involved in the development of the toxins used for this purpose. The list,
found amongst the documents seized at the time of Dr Basson’s arrest, was
authored by Dr André Immelman, the head researcher on SADF projects at
Roodeplaat Research Laboratories. He claimed he authored the list at a time when
he had been required at Dr Basson’s request, to provide a group of individuals with
the toxins. The items on the list include anthrax in cigarettes, botulinum in milk
and paraoxon in whisky. The inclusion of a baboon foetus on the list, dated late
July 1989 (just prior to such a foetus being found in the garden of Archbishop
Desmond Tutu’s house) as well as reference to chemical and biological operatives,
indicated that the items may well have found their way, directly or indirectly, into
the hands of operatives of the Civil Co-operation Bureau (CCB). It is said
members of the CCB indicated that operatives were not necessarily aware of the
existence of a CBW programme. They were, however, aware of capacity of the
SADF doctors to provide them with toxins. This was corroborated by a member of
the DDC who explained to investigators that there was an understanding in their

Unit that they could get toxins from Dr Basson.
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Documents seized at the time of Dr Basson’s arrest indicated that the front
company, Delta G Scientific was involved in the manufacture of significant
quantities of Methaqualone (mandrax) and ecstasy and was also involved in
researching the possibility of using street drugs for crowd control purposes. This

was corroborated at the TRC hearing.

Established also was that approximately 1,000 ecstasy was manufactured in 1992
and was in all likelihood encapsulated by Medchem Pharmaceuticals, a subsidiary
of the holding company Medchem Consolidated Investments which Delta G
Scientific also fell. The production manager at Delta G Scientific informed
investigators that he had been approached in 1988 by the managing director of the
company, Dr Phillip Mijburgh and asked to produce 1,000kg of Methaqualone.
The explanation given by witnesses was that the intention was to use it for crowd
control purposes. General Lothar Neethling told TRC during the hearing that, on
three occasions, he had been requested to provide Dr Basson with mandrax tablets
confiscated by the South African Narcotics Bureau (SANAB). He claimed that he
had given Dr Basson approximately 200,000 tablets in total as well as quantities of
LSB and dagga, on the understanding that they would be investigated to determine

whether they would be appropriate crowd control weapons.

August 1988, Delta G Scientific began producing 1,000kg of Methaqualone. From

documentation provided by Dr Knobel, it seems that tests were carried out on
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Methaqualone as an incapalitant in 1988, and that it was established that it was not
effective since it did not take effect immediately. The work on Methaqualone
stopped at the end of 1988. A question arises, what happened to the 1,000kg of
Methaqualone has still not been established. Moreover, by the end of 1991, the co-
ordinating management committee of Project Coast saw fit to send Dr Basson to
Croatia to close a deal with renegade Croatians for the purchase of 500kg of

Methaqualone, which was brought back to South Africa.

The CBW programme achieved nothing. Millions of rands were squandered on

ideas that had no scientific validity. At worst, the programme had criminal intent.

Even the TRC concluded that:

(a) Scientists were recruited to the CBW programme from universities and
research institutions in South Africa because of their “patriotism” and
loyalty to the government of the day. They were lured by generous
conditions of service, facilities, working arrangements and pay packages.

(b)  Overall understanding of the programme, and its co-ordination and
direction, were vested in the hands of éne person, Dr Basson, whose ability
and (it was assumed) integrity were unquestioned both by those who served
under him and by those to whom he had to report.

The military command and pre-eminently the Surgeon General, Dr DP

Knobel were grossly negligent in approving programmes and allocating

112



(c)

(d)

(e)

®

(8

large sums of money for activities of which they had no understanding and
which they made no effort to understand.

The CBW programme made the self-enrichment of individual possible and
opened the way for a cynical subversion of its ostensible aims in the
production of murder weapons for use against Africans.

The development programme would not have been possible without some
level of support, active and tacit, of the Co-ordinating Management
Committee over the period 1988-1995.

This Committee knew of the large scale production of mandrax and ecstasy
and their purposed use, but did not seek to establish reasons for this. It
approved of the idea and lent its support directly. The idea of using either
mandrax or ecstasy for the purpose of controlling African crowd
contravenes international codes. In addition, there was no scientific basis
for thinking that it would be an appropriate, safe or sensible form of crowd
control.

The committee was aware of and authorized Basson’s trips to Croatia, at
great expense, to purchase 500kg of Methaqualone as late as 1992, and
assisted Basson when he was arrested in Switzerland in possession of
fraudulent bearer bonds.

The Surgeon General in particular knew of the production of murder

weapons but refused to address the concerns that were raised with him, on
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the grounds that they did not fall under his direct control and were

perpetrated by staff under his command.
7.2.  Evidence of security forces involvement in the “third force” activities
The activities of third force here occurred in different forms. Firstly, increasing
resort to unlawful methods by the security forces, secondly a consistent attempt to
make use of other parties or surrogate forces and thirdly the use of covert
structures. Every security police unit devised its own methods of getting rid of
bodies. Vlakplaas operatives packed explosives around the bodies of their victims.
Northern Transvaal security branch burnt them and threw their ashes into the Fish
River. One would be remembered for burying the bodies of his victims to ashes
while gorging himself on meat and brandy, one for packing explosives around
bodies and blowing them to nothingness and the third for luring 15 year-old into
deadly ambushes. They were the people who watched life’s blood spilling out as
they got up close to their victims, twisting knives into guts and firing bullets into

brains. (Jacques Pauw 1997, p.16)

The 1990s was known as the history of encouraging divisions between Inkatha and
the UDF. This covert policy of encouraging and fermenting such divisions predates
the outbreak of violent conflict in KwaZulu-Natal and that, when the conflict
assumed violent proportions, this was simply noted and no attempt was made to
change the overall strategy. This indicates, at the very least, that this was regarded

as acceptable, possibly even desirable. Operation Marion and the Caprivi training
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must thus be seen in the context of this overall State Security Council policy. A
similar strategy was reflected in Operation Katzen and support for vigilante
groups. Covert support for anti-UDF/ANC groups was well established by the
1990s and was seen as legitimate and authorized. This support led to the
development of links between individual security force operatives and conservative
individuals at a local level, providing a basis for ongoing destabilization on the
ground. The connection between this strategy and the violence in the 1990s is
obvious. Indeed, support for Inkatha continued into the 1990s. It is thus not
surprising that security force members believed that it was legitimate to provide
support, including arms, to Inkatha or to seek to protect and foster IFP linked
forces when policing violence-torn communities (Truth and Reconciliation

Commission, 1999, Volume 2, p.699).

Another evidence of security force involvement in the following issues has been

confirmed:

e The provision of weapons and training of the IFP by members of the
security forces and thus by implication, involvement in the violence in

KwaZulu-Natal region. This continued after the exposure of government

financial support to the IFP.
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The cover-up after the arrest of Mr Themba with weapons on the scene of
the Sebokeng Massacre and thus, by implication, involvement in the
massacre itself.

The involvement by Military Intelligence operatives and structures in the
destabilization of the homelands, including the development of a plan to
invade Transkei.

An official plan by Military Intelligence to abduct and/or assassinate Mr
Chris Hani and Mr Bantu Holomisa in Transkei.

The existence of SAP hit squads that continued to be engaged in killings.
Continued efforts to conduct disinformation campaigns against the
liberation movements generally and against particular individuals.
Examples include “Project Echoes”, a South African Army Intelligence
(G52) project which sought to generate disinformation about MK and a
strategic communications project which targeted Winnie Mandela.

The running of high-level sources such as Mr Sifiso Nkabinde and Mr

David Ntombela, who were deeply implicated in violence in the Richmond

area.

In addition is some evidence submitted to the Truth and Reconciliation

Commission:

The involvement of security force operatives in trained violence.
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o Involvement of security forces in right-wing agendas and structures,
possibly including the establishment of some right-wing groupings. While
the security force indicate that this was the purpose of Intelligence-
gathering, the case of Mr L