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INTRODUCTIQN. 

Da'wah (invitation to Islam) is an important obligation in 

Islam.All the Prophets of Allah including the Holy Prophet 

(SAWS) were assigned by Allah to convey His message and make 

Da'wah to people.Allah speaks about the Prophetic duty as 

follows: 

"We send the apostles only to give good news 

and to warn:so those Who believe and mend 

(their lives)-upon them shall be no fear, 

nor shall they grieve." 

al-Qur'an 6/48. 

In several places in the Holy Qur'an the role of the Holy 

Prophet (SAWS) is clearly defined,which also included, 

amongst other duties,to carry out da'wah to mankind.Allah 

confirms this in the Qur'an saying: 

"We have not sent thee but as a universal 

(Messenger) to men,giving them glad tidings, 

and warning them (against sin),but most men 

understand not." al-Qur'an 34/28. 

As the Prophet Mu~ammad (SAWS) was the last Prophet and 

Messenger of Allah, the task of calling people to Allah 

(SWT) was subsequently entrusted to the entire Ummah 

individually and collectively.This calling to Allah is to 

both Muslims and the non-Muslims. 

-v-



There are two type. of da'wah - that which i. directed at 

Muslims exclusively and that which is directed at 

non-Muslims in general.Da'wah to Muslims has certain legal 

obligations and implications.This type of da'wah is beyond 

the scope of this study.Da'wah to non-Muslims is done by 

indirect methods such as by reflecting the Islamic character 

in everyday life and in social dealings rather than by 

iaposing and forcing it upon them. This study restricts 

itself to the role of the Islamic Propagation Centre 

International in the field of da'wah directed mainly to 

non-Muslims. 

The Islamic Propagation Centre International is a unique 

experience for Muslims since it ca.e into existence with the 

primary objective of propagating Isla. through organised 

.issionary activities. Its da'wah methods include c~nducting 

guided tours to Mosques followed by short talks on Islam, 

holding public debates and lectures and disseminating free 

Islamic literature. These methods have attracted both 

negative and positive reactions from Muslims. Nevertheless, 

the Islamic Propagation Centre International has made an 

indelible impact on Muslims. Recently,its founder.Mr.Ahaed 

Deedat was given the prestigious King Faisal Award for his 

contribution to da'wah work and this has led to the Islamic 

Propagation Centre International gaining recognition from 

several Musli. governments and Muslims at large. 
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So far,no objective academic study has been made of the 

Islamic Propagation Centre International, therefore I 

proposed to undertake this study,which will assess the 

Islamic Propagation Centre International from an Islamic 

perspective , evaluating its role in the field of da'wah. 

Aim of Study 

1. To investigate the scope and meaning of da'wah in Islam. 

· 2. To evaluate the aims.obJectives and da'wah methods of the 

Islamic Propagation Centre International. 

3. To assess the role and contribution of the Islamic 

Propagation Centre International. 

The Islamic Propagation Centre International is perhaps the 

only international Muslim organisation that conducts 

organised da'wah activities in the manner in which it 

operates. The literature of the IPCI has a wide distribution 

in the Muslim world and the IPCI is regarded as one of the 

richest private Muslim organisation in Africa.There is 

perhaps no other Muslim personality like Ahmed Deedat.the 

President of the IPCI, who had the courage to challenge 

international evangelists on such a large scale. 

However , despite these achievements at home and abroad .one 

has to concede that the IPCI has certain shortcomings which 

need to be addressed with the aim of having them rectified. 

-vii-



The present leaders of the IPCI have failed to train and 

prepare young persons to perpetuate the mission. This flaw in 

the organisation could weaken it and could expose it to 

self-destruction when the present management are no longer 

there. 

The first chapter of this thesis deals with the meaning and 

scope of da·wah in Islam.The concept 'da'wah· and its 

implications are discussed. Chapter Two concentrates on the 

history of the Islamic Propagation Centre since its 

establishment in 1957.Likewise,the reasons why the IPCI was 

formed,its formative years and activities until it became an 

international organisation in the eighties are also 

discussed. The · third chapter deals with the present President 

and founder-member of the IPCI,Mr. Ahmed Deedat. A . brief 

biography of him is outlined and his contributions to the 

IPCI are assessed. Chapter Four is devoted to the activities 

of the IPCI on the international scene. Chapter five is the 

conclusion and in it ,its role and contribution are 

discussed and evaluated. 

This study has relied very heavily upon empirical 

research. Much of the information has been gathered from oral 

evidence authenticated by collabarated reports. 
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Much information about the formative years have been 

gathered from the published and unpublished reports of the 

Chairman and secretaries of the IPCI.Information on the 

latter phase has been gathered from newspaper reports and 

collabarated by the official news publication of the IPC~ 

"Al-Burhaan." 

Since the inception of the Islamic Propagation Centre 

International in 1957,the organisation was known as the 

ISLAMIC PROPAGATfON ·CRNTRR.However,in the early eighties,the 

name was changed to the ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CRNTRR 

INTRRNATIONAL 

'or purposes of uniformity, I have maintained the name 

Islamic Propagation Centre International (IPCI) throughout 

the dissertation. 

-ix-



CHAPTER ONE 

T81 MlAliING AND SCOPE or PA'WAR IN ISLAM. 

1.1 The Heaning of Pa'wah in Islam. 

~ 0 

~ -:: ~ <.. ) is derived from the The Arabic word "da'wah" ( 0 ~ -' 

( , ... ~ ) which means verb da'a ~ _ to invite,to call,to pray or 

to supplicate.The word da'wah itself means a call, an 

invitation or supplication depending on the context in which 

the word appears.ror instance,in the following verses of the 

Qur'an ,it is used to mean a "prayer" or an "invocation". 

"When Hy servants ask thee concerning He,I am 

indeed close (to them): I listen to the 

prayer of every suppliant when he calleth on 

He." [1] 

In another verse,Allah says: 

For Him (alone) is prayer in truth :any 

others that they call upon besides Him bear 

them no more than if they were to stretch 

forth their hands for water to reach their 

mouths. But it reaches them not. For the 

prayer of those without · faith is nothinq but 

(futile) wanderinq (in the mind) [2]. 

1. aI-Our 'in, 2:186. 

--2. al-Our'an, 13:14 (Other reference - 35: 14). 
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In Surah al-Rum (Surah 30), the word da'wah is used in the 

sense of Resurrection,when Allah will resurrect mankind by a 

single call. 

"Among His Signs is this,that heaven and 

earth stand by His decreeithen when He calls 

you (by) a single call from the earth 

behold,you come forth (immediately) " (lJ • 

The term "da'wah in Islam" , however, is used as a concept 

with a special meaning.Used with the Arabic preposition 

"ili" ( ~ ~ ) the term da'i-ila-Allah ( ) 

means specifically inviting or calling to Allah, His words, 

His teachings or inviting towards Islam.Says Allah in the 

Qur'an : 

"Let there arise out of you a band of people 

inviting to all that is good.Enjoining what 

is right and forbidding what is wrong.They 

are the ones to attain felicity." (2J 

In another verse,Allah says : 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Who is better in speech than one who calls 

(men) to Allah,wo~ks righteousness and says: 

'I am of those who bow in Islam.' " (3). 

al-our'an, 30:25 

al-our'an, 3:104 

al-ou 'an, 41:33 
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C _ I' ..... 
TheE. are likewise vaEious derivations of the verb d •• (~» 

..... 
with the preposition 'ila ~ ~) used in the Our'an,the 

:0-

.. anings to which allude to calling,invitinq,summoning 

-etc. The terms da'wah and tabligh are. often used 

interchangeably in Islamic terminology to mean the same 

-thing.ttbe word,tabligh is derived. from the second form verb 

ballagha ( &; ) which means to convey, to translDi t,.to 

lJaPart,to co-.m.icate and so on. There are numerous 

-derivations of the word .tabligh in the .Ourtan which carry 

siDUI~' meanings. 

In Surah al~Hi· ' icfah,. Allah says ! 

·0 Apostle 1 Proclaim the (message) 

which has been sent to thee froID thy 

Lord.lf thou didst not, thou wouldst not 

have fulfilled and proclaimed His 

Mission.And Allah will defend thee froID 

men (who mean mischief).For Allah does 

not guide those who reject faith." (1] 

In . another verse Allah says: 

"(It is the practice of those) who preach 

the Messages of Allah,and fear Him and 

fear none . but God.And enough 1s Allah to 

call (men) to account." (2] 

l. ... l=Opr· io. 5:. 70 • 

2.al-gur'in. 33:39 (other references ,36:17 ,7:68;14:52) 
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Callin9 to the way of Allah was a duty and an obli9ation of 

-all Prophets of Allah from Adam (AS) to the last Prophet 

Mu~ammad (SAWS).In fact,the main duty of all Prophets was to 

pass and explain the Message of Allah to mankind.As Allah 

says 

Allah did confer a 9reat favour on the 

Believers when He sent among them an 

Apostle from among themselves, rehearsing 

unto them the si9ns of Allah,sanctifyin9 

them, and instructin9 them in Scripture 

and Wisdom, while, before that, they had 

been in manifest error (1]. 

the Prophet Muhammad . (SAWS) was the last Prop~et of 

Allah, the task of calling people to Allah was given to the 

entire Ummah individually and collectively.In his last 

pil9rimage,the Holy Prophet addressed almost a hundred 

thousand ( -companions on the plains of Arafat and called upon 

them to bear witness that he had delivered the Message 

[ 2 ) • 

1.al=our tip. 3:164. 

2.Bashler,Zakaria : Supshine at Madina. p. 120. 

-4-



In a ~adrth narrated by 'Ikrima Ibn 'Abbas in al-Bukhari,the 

Prophet asked the people to convey the Message to others: 

"Those present shall convey this to those who are 

absent.Perchance those to whom this is reported be more 

deligent and more thoughtful.Do not revert after me, 

becoming as unbelievers engaged in smiting each other's 

necks." [1]. 

Thus Muslims are required to invite all to Islam.Allah says: 

"You are the best of peoples evolved for 

mankind enjoining what is right, for­

bidding what is wrong and believing in 

Allah." [2] 

In another verse9 Allah says : 

"And let nothing keep thee back from the 

Signs of Allah. After they have been 

revealed to thee:and invite (men) to thy 

Lord and be not of the company of those 

who join gods with Allah." [3] 

1.A1-Bukh4ri,MU~...ad ibn Isma'll : ~a~i~ al Bukharl,Kitib 

al-H011,(Bnglish translatlon),Lahore,Kazl PublIcations . ' 
Vola.. II pp 460-1. 

2.01=Ou,·00, 3:110 

3.01=Ou, '10. 28:87 
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According to Islam,a Muslim is required to propagate and 

proclaim the teachings of Islam at two levels:firstly,to the 

Muslims and secondly, to the non-Muslims- but the methods of 

conveying to both will differ in strategy: A Muslim who has 

accepted Islam has now the task to actualize the divine 

instructions.The task of actualizing the teachings is never . 

complete for any Huslim individual.Hence da'wah is 

necessarily addressed to him ,to persuade him to implement 

the divine teachings.The Huslim could be compelled to carry 

-out the shar'iah (Islamic law ).The Islamic state can punish 

-the Huslim who violates the shar'iah (Islamic law) 

obligations. 

In reference towards da'wah to Muslims, Allah states in the 

Qur'an as follows : 

"Let there arise out of you a band of 

people inviting to all that is good, 

enjoining what is right and forbidding 

what is wron9:They are the ones to 

attain felicity." [1] 

The Holy Prophet himself attached great importance to the 

preservation and propagation of Islamic teachings in theory 

and practice.He dealt profusely upon the subject and 

encouraged people to learn and preserve his teachings and 

to convey them to others. 

l.al-Qg;'in, 3:104 

-6-



Anas bin Malik (RA) reported that the Messenger of Allah 

delivered a sermon in which he said: "May Allah cause a man 

to prosper who hears something from me, preserves it and 

then in turn conveys it to others as they heard it, for many 

a carrier of knowledge conveys it to others who are better 

and deeper in understanding." [1] 

Following from this,the Prophet himself sent several 

teachers to new groups of Muslims.For instance,soon after 

the pledges of 'Aqabah,in the eleventh and twelfth years of 

his mission,the Prophet (SAWS) sent Mus'ab bin 'Umayr to 

teach the new Muslims in Madinah. [2] 

The second level of da'wah and more important one, is da'wah 

directed towards the non-Muslims.However,in the da'wah to 

non-Muslims, there is no force to be applied.The Qur'an 

states the following in this regard: 

WLet there be no compulsion in religion." (3]. 

Da'wah directed towards Muslims and non-Muslims places Islam 

in a unique position. 

1.Sunan Abi Da'ud,Kitib al-'Ilm ,Volume 3,Chapter 

1378 No.3651. -. -2.Siddique,Abdul Hamid 
• The Life of Muhammad, p 118 . 

• 
3~al-Our'in : 2:256. -7-



The directing of da'wah to Muslims as much as to non-Mus11ms 

is indicative of the fact that,unlike any other religion, 

Islam is never a fait accompli.Islamicity is a process which 

passes through stages and which is demonstrated in belief as 

well as in practice. 

The Holy Qur'an and the Sunnah have laid down certain 

guidelines for inviting people to Islam.Central to these 

guidelines is 

personality 

the importance attached to the character and 

of the da'iyyah (one who calls to Islam).It is 

expected of the da'iyyah to be pious,humble,truthful,patient 

and tolerant.The di'iyyah must be the very embodiment of 

what he is preaching.In this regard Allah puts foward a 

question: 

"Do you enjoin right conduct on the 

people and forget (to practise it) 

yourselves,and yet you study the 

Scripture ? Will you not understand ? 

( 1 ] 

The Qur'an wishes to establish the fact that the effect of 

the da'wah should in the foremost fall upon the caller 

himself otherwise his call would be futile.The da'lyyah must 

possess large-heartedness 

commanded that even the 

gently. 

and forbearance. The Qur'an has 

worst enemies should be spoken to 

1.al-Qu;'ip, 2:44 (other reference 61:2-3) 
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For instance, when the prophets MUSa '" (AS) and Harun (AS) 

were asked to take the Divine Message to Pharoah,they were 

commanded by Allah to speak to him mildly: 

"Go both of you ,to Pharoah,for he has 

indeed transgressed all bounds.But speak 

to him mildly: perchance he make take 

warning or fear (Allah)." [1] 

Those who call towards Allah are admonished to observe 

self-restraint even under the worse conditions.Allah says : 

and 

"And if you do catch them out, catch them 

no worse than they catch you out: but if 

you show. patience, that is indeed the 

best (course) for those who are 

patient." [2] 

"For Allah is with those who restrain 

themselves and those who do good." [3] 

l.al-aurlan, 20:43-44 

16:126 

16:128 

-2.al-aur lan, 

3.al-aur lan, 
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1.2 The Scope of D.'wah 1n Islam· 

There are two cate90ries of da'wah: firstly,active da'wah 

which includes such actions on the part of the da'iyyah as 

talks, writin9s, dialogues, the use of modern technol09ical 

mediums such as the radio and television and other means.In 

the Surah Nuh! (Surah 61) which is devoted entirely to the . . 
Prophet Nuh's (AS) preaching to his followers,Allah . 
describes the method of da'wah undertaken by the prophet.Nuh . 
(AS) explains that he called his people ni9ht and day but 

they put their fingers in their ears (71:5-7). The Qur'an 

states : 

"So I have called to them aloud.Further 

I have spoken to them in public and 

secretly in private." [1) 

All the Prophets of Allah engaged in physical means of 

persuasion in the form of sermons, dial09ues and debates 

with their people.Secondly, the most effective means of 

da'wah had been the very character and personality of the 

Prophets.In fact, this passive da'wah, indeed resulted in 

hundreds of people acceptin9 Islam at the hands of the Holy 

Prophet (SAWS) and the early Muslims in subsequent history. 

1.al=Our'in, 11:8-9. 
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Islam does not necessarily call for everyone to be a 

missionary in the legal sense of the term, but there will 

always be a group whose task will be to do da'wah.As Allah 

says : 

"Nor should the Believers all go forth together:If a 

contingent from every expedition remained behind,they could 

devote themselves to studies in religion and admonish the 

people when they return to them ••• (1). 

The duty of da'wah is thus classified as a fard-al-kifayah . 
(collective obligation) in Islamic jurisprudence.That is, as 

long as there are reasonable groups of Muslims in the 

community undertaking the task, the obligation is fulfilled 

on behalf of all others.If no persons are en~aged in this 

of work at all,then they all have to bear the 

consequences of the sin. 

An important and indeed fundamental principle of da'wah to 

non-Muslims ,is that there is · no coercion into accepting the 

call.The one who is invited mayor may not accept the 

da'wah.The onus is on the person who is invited to accept. 

-1.a1-agr'aQr 9:122 (other reference 3:104) 
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Allah says clearly in the Our'an as follows: 

"Say:'The truth 1s from your Lord':Let 

him who will,believe, and let him who 

will, reject (it). (1] 

Forcible conversion is under all circumstances vehemently 

discouraged; and any attempt at coercing a person to accept 

Islam is indeed a sin. The called must feel absolutely free 

of fear, absolutely convinced that the judgement he reaches 

is his very own.The Our'an specifies the means of method 

that is to be used.lf the case is put to the called, and he 

is not convinced then he must be left alone.Allah says: 

" 0 ye who believe I Guard your own 

souls: If you follow (right) 

guidance, no hurt can come to you from 

those who stray. The goal of you all is 

to Allah . it is He that will show you . 
the truth of all that you do." ( 2 ] 

1.al=Oyr·ip, 18:29 

2.al=Qur·ip. 5:108 
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When the Prophet's enthusiasm in callinq men to Islam 

overstepped, Allah remlnded him in the followinq way : 

"If it had been thy Lord's Wl11,they 

would all have believed-all who were on 

earth I Wilt thou then compel mankind, 
I" aqalnst thelr will, to believe. (1) 

The qravlty of what Is beinq asked demands that the person 

makinq the decision do so is fully aware of all the 

, consequences,spirltual,social and material.Allah reassures 

the da'iyyah that it is not he who converts men to Islam 

but Allah Himself does it provided they show their keenness 

to seek the truth and accept it.Once the call has been made 

the matter Is to be left to Hlm. 

"It is true thou wilt not be able to 

quide everyone whom thou lovest; but 

Allah quldes those whom He will: And He 

knows best those who recelve quidance. 

(2) 

l.al-Our "in, 

2.al-Qur'in, 

10:99 

28:56 (Slmlllar messaqe is expressed in 

Surah 17,Verse 15.) 
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In his da'wah effort, the da'iyyah is prohibited from 

hw:ling abuses to other religions or religious leaders •. Allah 

warns in the Hoble Qur'an as follows~ 

"Revile not ye those whom they call 

upon besides Allah,.lest they out of 

spite revile Allah in their 

i<plorance.- (11 

Whilst the da t iyyah is allowed to argue against the false 

beliefs of others~he is not a~lowed to redicule their 

be~iefs which could hurt, thereby, the feelings of the 

persons he is calling.ln this respect every Musli. should 

respect and believe· in the di<plity of mankind regardless of 

religion, nationality or colour. It 1s therefore not 

required of a Muslim' to call the non-believers to account 

for their disbelief. This world is not a place of. judgement. 

for on the Last Day,.Allah will call the. to account and 'on 

that Day he will requite them •. Allah says in the Qur' in 

"If they do 

t Allah knows 

wrangle with 

best what it 

thee, Say: 

is ye are 

doing.Allah will judge between you on 

the Day of . Judgement concerninq the' 

.atters in which you differ.'" [2) 

l.al=Ogr'ip~ 6tlOa 

2 .... 1-gpr. ipe 2.2::68-6-9 



on the contrary ,the caller is commanded by Allah to rather 

use the best means possible at his disposal for his da'wah 

as Allah stipulates: 

"Invite (all) to the Way of thy Lord ~ 

with wisdom and beautiful preachingi 

and argue with them in ways that are 

best and most graciousifor thy Lord 

knoweth best who have strayed from His 

path." (1) 

Qur'an, - . -Co.-enting on this verse of the Holy Abu al-A'la 

al-Hawdudi elucidates as follows: "Hikmah means that the . 
tone ,manner, method and content of the invitation to truth 

and the exposition of the din of Islam should be adjusted 

judiciously according to the occasion, place, prevailing 

circumstances· -and intellectual and educational level of the 

listeners. 'Sxcellent admonition' implies two things: (1) 

One should not be content with convincing the addressee with 

arguments alone but should also appeal to his 

feelings.Likewise one should not confine oneself merely to 

arguments in condemning evils and deviations but should try 

to convince the others of their repugnance that lies 

embedded in the human nature ••• (2) Admonition should be 

administered in such a manner as to show sincere concern for 

and the welfare of the addressee. (2) 

1.al=Opr'in- 16:125 

2.Abu al-'A'la al-Hawdudl : The Meaning of the Opr'in. 

Vol 6, p 106. 
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The Qur'an states that the caller must apply the best means 

which implies that one should use sweet language ,display 

noble character and put forth reasonable and appealing 

arguments. 

In view of the nature oOf da 'wah in Islam it is clearly 

discernable that, the spread of Islam throughout its history 

was certainly not restricted to the conquest of lands.The 

conquered people accepted Islam willingly, either because 

they were fascinated by its teachings and practicality or 

because by accepting Islam they could rid themselves of 

their previous religious, political or social oppressive 

system. (1) 

There is no doubt that the most important factor in the 

spread of Islam was and still is its very character as an 

all-inclusive, all- embracing and all-comprehensive way of 

thinking and living which is relevant to all facets of human 

life.Moreover its simplIcIty of beliefs, practicable way of 

life, with clear directions of do's and 0 dont's in all 

aspects of life. 

-I.S.S.Madv1 : Real causes of the Spread of Isla. 1n 

R011910n 1n Soutbern Afr1ca,V01u.e 3,Mo.1 p.34. 
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CHarTER TWO 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

OF THE ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE INTERNATIONAL· 

2.1. EMERGENCE OF THE IPCI 

The emergence of the Islamic Propagation Centre 

International in the 1950s is closely linked with the Arabic 

study Circle as will be shown later (ll.The Arabic study 

Circle is still in existence today. 

During the years preceeding the formation of the Centre,the 

two most active and popular Huslim organisations that 

existed were the Young Men's Muslim Association (YMMA) and 

the Arabic ' study Circle (ASC).The YMHA was founded in 1942 

and the Arabic Study Circle in 1950 (2).Both these and other 

smaller study groups and societies in Durban,served the 

interests of Islam and the Muslim community. Some of them are 

the Natal Huslim Council, the Buzme Ikhwanus Saffa,the Huslim . 
Darul yatama Wal Hasakeen and the Jam'iat- ul- 'Ulama'-most 

of these were based in and around Durban (3]. 

1.Interview with the President of the Arabic study Circle 

Dr.D.S.Mall.18 July 1989.Durban. 

2.Ibid., 18 July 1989. 

3.Muslim Organisations in Indian Views,Durban,2 October 

1956, p 6. 
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The YMMA was originally known as the Africa Muslim Society 

which was formed in 1936 in Durban (1).The main purpose of 

the organisation was to help the converts to have a better 

understanding of Islam and its teachings.In 1942 the 

organisation changed its name to the YMHA. The Chairman 

during this period was a certain businessman known as 

Sikander Murchie.Among the activities of the YHHA, was the 

distribution of pamphlets on Islam,the production of Islamic 

calendars and the organising of lecture programmes. 

A regular feature of the Association was the weekly 

distribution of pamphlets on Fridays in English and 

Gujerati.The Arabic study Circle (ASC) on the other hand was 

formed not only to promote the Arabic language amongst 

Huslims,but ' it was also formed to promote Islam as well.The 

Circle was initiated by a group of young Huslims.On~ of its 

main activities which is still being carried out to the 

present day is the organisation of an annual speech contest 

on various aspects of Islam.Participants from various parts 

of South Africa took part in the contests. 

1.Interview with ex-secretary of the YMHA ,Hr.Abdul Kader 

Simjee,11 September 1991.Durban. 
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Apart from the speech contests, the Circle invited prominent 

Muslim scholars from overseas to conduct lecture tours in 

South Africa.During the period 1954-1957 [l],the Circle 

invited Joseph Perdu [2]. 

A series of Sunday talks were organised by the Circle in a 

hall in Pine Street .in Durban [3l.Within a short period of 

time, the sunday talks by Joseph Perdu became very popular 

and the number of people who attended his talks increased 

considerably. 

1. Muslim Digest,Durban,June/July 1988,Volume 38, Nos 10 

& 11, p 32. 

2. Joseph Perdu was a Christian convert from England.He 

studied Islam at the University of England.It was later 

discovered that Joseph Perdu was a follower of the Bahai 

faith. 

3. The ASC held its classes at the building which is 

presently being occupied by the Jam'lat-ul-'Ulama' and 

the Muslim Darul Yatama Wal Hasakeen-(379 Pine street, 

Durban). 
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Althou9h Joseph Perdu himself became a subject of intensive 

controversy in the Muslim community at the time [11,a large 

number of Muslim individuals were influenced by his lectures 

[2J.The enthusiasm displayed at the Sunday talks led the ABC 

to initiate a new pro9ramme,called "Bible Classes". 

These classes followed the talks 9iven by Joseph Perdu.Those 

who remained behind were enthusiastic about studies in 

comparative reli9ion. 

Amon9st them were prominent members of the Circle such as 

Ismail Manjra,Ahmed Deedat,G.H.A9jee [31 and several others 

from the community. Since its inception, the classes were 

conducted by a Mr.Pairfax (an En9lishman who had accepted 

Islam) [41. 

1. In some of his lectures, Joseph Perdu made certain 

statements against the Qur'an and Sunnah.This caused a 

stir in the Muslim community. 

2. A substantial number of letters of support for Joseph 

Perdu and the effect of his lectures upon individuals 

appeared in local newspapers and especially in the 

Indian Views,30 October 1957-31,December 1957. 

3. More information about these individuals appear on 

page 6. 

4. Report of the Secretary-General (IPC) presented at the 

First A.G.H. held on 27 July 1958, p 1. 
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Unfortunately,the classes lasted for a few weeks only ow1ng 

due to the departure of Mr.Fairfax from South Africa.However, 

by a unanimous decision of those who attended the classes,it 

was agreed that the classes be continued by one of the 

students in the group,a young but knowledgable student of 

the Bible,Ahmed Deedat [1]. 

2.2. THE FORMATION OF THE ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE 

INTERNATIONAL • 

The Bible classes under 

interest.Soon,special 

Christians we~e invited 

Deedat stimulated a great deal of 

non-Muslim guests especially 

and discussions were held with 

them.Within a short space of time a regular core group from 

these classes realised the need for organising themselves on 

a more formalised basis.Thus the IPCI was conceived.After 

several 

meeting 

preliminary 

of the new 

and preparatory meetings,the inaugural 

organisation was held in the same 

premises as the Bible Classes in Pine Street,Durban.The 

meeting began at 11.00 am on 17 March 1957.(See appendix 

page 209 for copy of the Minutes of this meeting). 

1.Secretary-Genera1 Report,27 July 1958, P 1. 
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The agenda of this historic meetin9 included the election of 

co .. ittee members, the acceptance of a constitution an6 the 

formalisation of its objectlves. 

Elected Officials. 

The or9anisation was called the ISLAMIC PROPAGATION ClNTRB. 

The followln9 officlals were elected : 

President : G.H.B.Vanker 

(deceased-~io9raphlcal details of hi. appear 

Secretary-General : Ahmed Deedat (see Chapter 

Pour for more infor.ation on him). 

Treasurer : A.K.Salejee (althou9h not 

a member of the IPCI, he is presently active 

-in the TablI9h Jam'at). 

All three executive .embers were .embers of the Arabic Study 

Circle. 

The co .. lttee was made up of the followIn9 persons 

SUle_n ShaIkjee (presently in business) 

Moosa Kajee (deceased) 

cassl. Vanker (presently a businessman) 

G.H.A9jee (present Secretary-General of the 

IPCI) 

Vally Mahomed (details unavailable) 
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The following persons were present at this inaugural meeting 

Ali Mahomed 

A.S.Ballim 

(retired from business) 

(presently very active in the Arabic 

Study Circle) 

HaJee Camroodeen (deceased) 

A.S.Norgat (deceased) 

S.Chohan (deceased) 

Abdul Khalick Christy (presently in business) 

Richards (deceased) 

The first meeting also accepted a draft constitution .The 

following objectives were discussed and accepted by the new 

body [11. 

(1) To promote Islam among Muslims and non-Muslims by 

means of lectures and literature. 

(2) To work for the establishment of a mission where 

missionaries may be trained for the furthering of the cause 

of Islam and new Muslims can be consolidated into the 

Islamic society and the Islamic way of life. 

(3) To build schools.colleges.orphanages for the 

furtherance of the cause of Islam. 

1. Extracted from the Constitution of the IPCI as 

accepted on the 7 September 1959. p 1. 
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(4) To do social,welfare and religious work. 

(5) To raise funds and generally perform all such acts 

as are incidental to the aforesaid objects. 

(6) To co-operate with any organisation for the 

furtherance of these objects. 

These objectives were later incorporated into the final 
, 
; 

consti tution which was submitted at the First Annual Gen"eral 

Meeting of the Centre held on 7 September 1959,at the Pine 

Street Hall in Durban. 

The formation of the IPCI must be seen against the 

background of the changing circumstances of the weakening of 

Muslim world power ,the aggressive activities of Christian 

missionaries· 1n South Africa against Muslims and the strong 

anti-Islamic sentiments expressed most blatantly ,v,ia the 

media. 

In the context of world events ,the Second World War saw the 

defeat of the Germans and the emergence of super-powers who 

divided the control of the world between themselves. 

The Muslim world was the main target for their conspiracies. 

Up until the eighteenth century, Muslims were a world power 

and had held political power from Spain and North Africa to 

Indonesia in the East.The new super-powers did not wish 

world power be again taken by the Muslims. 
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Hence, Muslim lands were separated into artificial 

boundaries leading to the growth of nationalism amongst 

Muslims which weakened them even more. 

By the 1950s, missionary activities in South Africa had 

become firmly established into a number of 

non-Christian communities.Christian mission schools and 
/" 

Christian Seminaries were established throughout South 

Africa [l).Although Christian missionary activity was 

initially confined to the proselytising the Blacks,a move 

was made in the 1940s and 1950s to intensify Christian 

missionary work even among the Muslims.Soon an intensive and 

aggressive evangelist crusade was directed to Indians 

especially ~y.the Jehovah Witnesses. [2) 

They moved from door to door attempting to pass the message 

of Christianity,and introduced the distribution of pamphlets 

at. public gatherings such as bus-stops and at large public 

prayer meetings. 

1.B.A. Gerdener: Recent Deyelopments in the ~9uth African 

Mission Field. p 10. 

2.This refers to a Christian sect prominently known for its 

evangelistic methods. 
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Apart from this direct intimidation, Muslims in general were 

confronted by anti-Islamic sentiments via the mass 

media. Some of those who were elected members of the new body 

experienced personal intimidation by Christian missionaries, 

especially Ahmed Deedat himself.Hence the formation of the 

IPCI has been a direct reaction to the activities of the 

Christian missions.Muslims were indeed forced to react to 

this aggressive propaganda and armed themselves with the 

necessary knowledge to defend Islam. 

A letter sent to the Rabi~ah Al-·ilam AI-Islam! (Muslim 

World League) .[1], in 1980 by the then Secretary-General of 

the IPCI,give us some insight into the state of affairs 

Muslims at the time.After beginning the letter with a 

citation from the Qur'an (Surah S,Verse 70),the writer 

states the ;o,llowing: 

" ... in those dark days,30 years ago,since no 

organisational Muslim voice existed in the 

Republic of South Africa the mass media 

ocassionally through the daily or weekly 

literature created havoc in the minds of the 

Muslim people.They had no knowledge of 

comparative religion study and hence were a 

target to their malicious propaganda •.. 

-I.The Rabi~ah is a government-funded body of Saudi Arabia 

based in Jeddah and has been established to assist 

Muslims throughout the world. 
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••• Because of 

Christianity 

• .tll ions of 

the silence of the Musli .. , 

had an upper hand on· the 

people both blacks and white. in 

the country •••• th. Christian missionaries 

b.sides the mas. media was playing a .ajor 

role directly and indirectly to undermine 

I.la. by .isrepresent in9 i·t by mal ic iou .. 

anti-I.lamic propagtanda to Muslim. as· well a. 

the· 20· Million· inhabitants of the country ••• " 

[11. 

The letter highlighted some of the plight of Mu.li ... in 

South Afr ica wh ich .. y htave resul tad in the formtat·ion of the 

IPCI. 

1.The Secretary-General was G.H.E.Vanker.Letter obtained 

from Mr.Vtanker's personal file. 
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2 • 3 • THE ACTIVITIES OF THE IPCI 

We may divide the history and development of the IPCI into 

two br9ad phases.The first phase (1957-1980), represents the 
~ 

early history and development and terminates in the late 

seventies when the Centre became international.The second 

phase (1980 to the present), represents the international 

stage a period in which the IPCI became active in the 

international arena. The first phase will be discussed now, 

and the second phase will be tackled in chapter four. 

During the very early stages of its history, the IPCI used 

the Pine street Hadrasah Hall for its offices, and sometimes 

the personal home addresses of officials were used for the 

purposes of ~o~respondence. [11 

In the first year since the inception of the IPCI, several 

important activities were undertaken.ln the first place, the 

weekly Bible Classes which were held every Sunday began to 

expand in its scope.Hr.Ahmed Deedat, the Secretary of the 

Centre, began to train the younger participants in the 

methods of propagating Islam especially to the Christians 

The weekly classes spread to other places in Natal. 

1.For some time the address of one of the members,G.H.Agjee 

was used (9 Chromer Road,Durban),and that of Ahmed Deedat 

(Flat 45,116 Queen Street,Durban) for all correspondence. 
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Classes were opened in Verulam in the North of Natal and 

Mayville ,a suburb close to Durban.The number attending the 

classes also increased. 

2.3.1. Convert Classes 

A daily class for new Muslims was also initiated in the 

first year. The purpose of the classes was to teach to the 

new Muslims ,mainly Africans, basic teachings of Islam.A 

teacher,Mr.Jumma Musa (ll who himself was an Afrtcan was 

employed for this purpose (2l. 

2.3.2.Pyblic Lectures 

The mass public lectures have been one of the most 

successful programmes of the IPCI.Even before the formation 

of the IPCI, the 

(Ahmad Deedat) and 

President 

one of 

(G.H.E.Vanker),the Secretary 

the active committee members 

(G.H.AgJee), had delivered lectures to huge audiences.Mr 

Deedat, in particular, had delivered lectures in Natal and 

the Transvaal.During the first year, lectures were held at 

various centres throughout Natal. 

1.Ju ... Mus. was a recent convert to Islut who had a good 

ca..and of both English and Zulu. 

2.S.cr.tary-6aneral's Raport,rirst AGM,27 July 1gee, p 2. 
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The followin9 aEe .ome venue. wheEe .uch public lectuEe. 

were held [II : 

Sweetwaters, Pietermaritzburg, cato Hanor, Umzinto, Verulam, 

stanger and Durban Central.One of the first of such lectures 

by Ahmed Deedat,took place on 17 Harch 1958.The topic for 

the lecture was "What the Bible says about Huhammad." The 
• 

Chairman for this meeting was Dr.G.H.Hayat. 

Another lecture during this early period was delivered by 

G.H.Agjee,on the topic, "Resurrection or Resucitation?" The 

lecture took place on Sunday 24 November 1957 at the Pine 

street Hadrasah Hall in Durban.It is ~nteresting to note 

that the lecture was jointly held by the Arabic Study Circle 

and the IPCI [21.It is interesting to note also that some of 

the lectures included talks in Zulu.The person who usually 

conducted this was Hoosa Kajee father of Baboo Kajee of 

Simplex~He was well conversant with Zulu as he acquired the 

skill of speaking by his contact with the Africans. 

2.3.3.Qur'inic Extracts 

As part of its propagation efforts, the idea of plaCing 

extracts in English in local newspapers was 

introduced. 

1.~., p 2 

2.See copy of pamphlet advertising the lecture in the 

Appendix p.20S. 
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Important and thought-provoking translations of the verses 

of the Qur'an were advertised.Extracts appeared mainly in 

the Daily News and the Ilanga (Zulu) newspapers.Samples of 

the extracts appear on the next page. 

At a later stage simi liar extracts were inserted in Indian 

newspapers.During the late sixties and early seventies, 

extracts from the sayings of the Prophet and the Sahabah . 
were also printed in the newspapers.At the bottom of these 

extracts an open invitation was extended to the public to 

contact the IPCI for literature -and information on Islam. 

2.3.4. Second Annual General Heetlng-1958 

At the Second Annual General Meeting held in Durban on 

Monday 7 S.eptember 1958, (See Appendix page 202 for the 

handbill advertising the meeting) several significant 

changes were made to the membership of the committee.Ahmed 

Deedat was elected as the new President whilst G.H.E.Vanker 

was elected as the new Secretary-General. A.K.Salejee 

remained as the Treasurer.A new office of Registrar was 

created which was filled by A.S.Norgat (a businessman). (1) 

1. Minutes of the Second Annual General Meeting held on 

7 September 1959,in Durban, p 2. 
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EXTRACTS THAT APPEARED IN LOCAL NEflSPAPERS 

'. ("Quranic Summary" in the Leader (25 Nov 1966 and 
"Islamic Thoughts" in the Graphic 17 Har 1967) 

QURANIC 
SUMMARY 

F AITII leads to hlIInility, 
avoldanee of vanity in 

worel and deed. eharity, eon. 
tinenee, faithful observance of 
trusts and eovenants, and de· 
vout apl.roach to God, sllrest 
steps to hllss. 1\lan carries in 
himself ,.roofs of God's Pro· 
vidence; the same story is 
told if he looks at nature 
around him; and the long line 
01 Teachers sent by God 
show God's special care of 
hllmanity. What thouglt they 
were rejected and scorned, 
maligned and persecuted? 
GO(1's Truth won througlt,....as 
It. always will I 

(No. 112 - lIoly' 'Quran 
23 : I • 50). 

Islamic 
Thoughts 

In the name of Allah (God most 
Graciull~, 
Most Mercirul. 
All Praise is due to Allah the 
Cheri~her. 
Sustainer and Guide or the Worlds 
Master or the Day or Judgment. 

Thee alone do we worship and 
unto Thee alone do we turn for aid. 

Show II~ the Straight Way • the 
path of those whom Thou h,ast 
favoured . 

Not of those on whom is Thine 
indignation nor of those who go 
astray , 

Ameen. 
(Holy Quran 1 :1·7) 



other committee members that were elected were as follows: 

Ismail Patel 

G.H.Agjee 

Suleman Shaikjee 

Ismail Manjra 

(representative for a wholesale firm) 

(present Secretary-General of the 

IPCI) 

(presently in business) 

(active member of the Arabic Study 

Circle at present ) 

Mohammed Nazeer Alli (retired businessman) 

2.3.5 The IPCI acgul;es new offices. 

The years 1959-1962 have been significant years for the IPCI 

as the base of the organisation began to expand.Soon it 

became necessary to employ full - time staff, rent an office 

and most important of all ,to move ahead with the 

establishment of the first Muslim mission centre. 

For the first time a proper office of the IPCI was opened at 

47 Madressa Arcade (off Grey Street) in Durban.These 

offices as well as two other neighbouring ones acquired a 

few years later (circa 1965), served as the offices until 

1986.During 1986,the IPCI moved its offices to the present 

premises it now occupies in Queen Street. 
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2.3.6. As-Salaam Seminary 

A very exciting acquisition of the IPCI during this early 

period was a large piece of land (75 acres) situated in 

Braemar close to Umzinto in the South Coast of Natal.This 

land was a generous donation by Hajee S.I.Kadwa, a Huslim 

businessman from Umzinto.The value of the land which was 

acquired in 1959 was 4500 pounds sterling (11. 

The Executive Committee realised the potential of this new 

acquisition and the opportunity it afforded in fulfilling 

the objectives of the IPCI,namely, 

"To work for the establishment of a 

mission where missionaries may be trained 

for the furthering of the cause of 

Islam." 

Having realised the responsibility of establishing a 

mission,the President,Ahmed Oeedat decided to work at the 

IPCI on a full-time basis.Thus in June 1959 (21, Hr.Oeedat 

resigned from his job as a furniture salesman and took up 

full-time paid employment at the IPCI; (more details about 

this appear in Chapter three).Several other full-time paid 

staff were also employed to do office work.In 1960,a special 

Seminary Committee was established. 

1.Ibid., p.2. 

2.Ibid., p.3. 
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Hajee S.I.Kadwa on As-Salaam property when he was 

deciding to hand-over to the IP~ With him on his left 

looking into his 'book is his 'son Goolam Hoosen Kadwa.(1958). 
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The purpose of the committee was directed to realise the 

establishment of a mission centre at the newly acquired land 

from the Kadwas. 

The first members of the Seminary Committee were as follows: 

( 1 ] 

Mahomed A.H.Moosa 

Moosa A.H.Moosa 

Sulayman Lockhat 

Yusuf Lockhat 

Ebrahim Makda 

A.K.Salejee 

(deceased) 

(deceased) 

(businessman) 

(Director at Lockhat Bros) 

(Director of Minora Stores-Durban) 

(Businessman-I.G.Hoosens,Durban) 

The name of .the newly established centre at Braemar was 

proposed as AS-SALAAM , which means "peace" .. . It is 

interesting to note why the name "As-Salaam" was chosen.In 

his speech, the Secretary stated that the Seminary would be 

given the title "As-Salaam" because it was their wish that 

those students who would graduate from that institution 

would imbibe and impart the teachings of Islam thus creating 

peace, harmony and love between man and man(2]. 

1.Published Report of the Secretary,30 October 1960, p 1. 

2.Secretary's Report,30 October 1960, p 2 •• 
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Another reason why the name was chosen was that the word is 

an attribute of Allah meanin9- 'the source of peace and 

perfection.' 

By December 1960, the As-Salaam Trust was formed (1) which 

operated a separate bank account.Pund-rais1n9 and a bu1ld1n9 

project was started. 

The As-Salaam Trust was a subs1diary of the Centre and the 

executive members of the Centre as well as the new comm1ttee 

that was established for this purpose were responsible for 

the development of As-Salaam.The new Trust Board was made up 

of the followin9 persons : 

Hajee Ah.ed Kadwa 

Hajee G.H.A.Kadwa 

G.H.E.Vanker 

A.H.Deedat 

A.K.Salejee 

S.A.Hurchie 

(younger son of S.I.Kadwa) 

(elder son of S.I.Kadwa) 

(past Chairman of the YMHA) 

In the two years (1960-1962) that the As-Salaam Committee 

controlled the project, they found the task of administerin9 

it very difficult.The committee realised that there was a 

need for full-time workin9-staff and a responsible head t .o 

control the new project. 

1.Mlnutes of the Bxecutlve Co .. lttee,22 Deee~er 1960,p 2. 
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Durlnq 1962,Ahmed Deedat decided to take up this 

responsibility.Althouqh the decision meant the dislocation 

of his entire family from Verulam to Braemar,Deedat was 

prepared to do that.The problems between Hajee S.I.Kadwa and 

the IPCI in reqard to the formal transfer of As-Salaam 

property [11,did not deter Deedat's determination to move 

to As-Salaam. 

As soon as he took up full time residence,a fully fledqed 

fund-raisinq drive was personally initiated by Ahmed Deedat 

which entailed visits to other provinces extendinq over 

several weeks.A buildinq proqramme was subsequently started 

which included a quest-house,a hostel and a masjid.The 

masjid built under the personal supervision of Mr.Deedat,is 

still a landmark at As-Salaam today.Mr.Deedat also started a 

three-month teachinq course for a qroup of new Muslims. 

However, the Seminary was not a successful venture.Althouqh 

Deedat spent ten years (1962-1972) attemptinq to establish 

it,it 

may 

IPCI 

failed to achieve its desired qoal.A number of reasons 

be attributed to its failure.In the first place, the 

had no educational experience in establishinq such an 

educational centre. 

1.The nature of the dispute that arose between S.I.Kadwa 

and A.Deedat is not relevant to the present research and 

the matter was resolved by 1962. 
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secondly, Deedat found that he was solely responsible to 

collect funds, maintain the land, establish the classes and 

attend to its day to day activities. 

As a result of this divided responsibility,he could not pay 

attention 

finally 

(1). In 

to anyone 

handed over 

~pril 1984, 

aspect seriously.Thus,As-Salaam was 

to the Muslim Youth Movement in 1973 

As-Salaam was in turn sub-let to the 

"As-Salaam Educational Institute" for a renewable period of 

ten years [2J.This body which stills runs As-Salaam, changed 

the character of As-Salaam, turning it into a private school 

which also imparts Islamic Education. 

Mr.Ahmed Deedat and his family moved back to Verulam and 

Deedat resumed his full-time work at the Central office of 

the IPCI. 

1.Lease Agreement signed between the Musli. Youth Mov ... nt 

and the IPCI,16 Aug 1973, p 6.The Musli. Youth Movement 

(MYM)is a youth organisation that was for.ed in the early 

seventies in Durban with branch.s throughout South 

Africa. 

2. Leas. Agree .. nt signed between the MYM· and the As-Sala .. 

Bducatlonal Instltute,15 April 1984, p 1. 
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2.3.7. Public Lecture Programme. 

An important feature of the first phase was the introduction 

of mass lecture programmes.As a result of the positive 
{ 

response received from the former mass lectures, the lPCl 

intensified the lecture programmes within the country.ln 

September 1960,a mass public lecture was held in Cape Town. 

The lecture was organised in tesponse to a booklet published 

by the Anglican Church attacking Islam. The book which was 

entitled "The Cross or the Crescent" made false allegations 

against Islam and the IPCl saw it necessary to defend the 

Muslims.(See appendix page 206 for the IPCl invitations to 

the public on this issue). 

There were several other lecture programmes held in the 

Transvaal and Natal.The topics covered by these lectures 

were as follows: 

What the Bible says about Muhammad. 

Christ in Islam 

"Son of God","Son of Han".What they Hean ? 

Was Christ Crucified ? 

Jesus-Han,Hyth or god ? 

According to the Secretary's report a total of about SO 000 

people heard these lectures,by 1960 [11. 

1.Report of the Secretary-General,30 October 1960, p 2. 
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The lecture pr09ramme became an inte9ral part of the IPCI 

activities .In 1962,a Reverend R.J .Flowe~s (a . revert to 

Islam) from the United Kin9dom was invited to deliver a 

series of lectures on Islam.He arrived on 24 April 1962 in 

Durban with his wife.The Reverend was a former Methodist 

missionary who had accepted Islam and his Muslim name was 

Farout Flowers.Whllst in South Afrlca,he delivered a number 

of lectures.However,due to some differences that arose 

between him and the IPCI,Farouk Flowers returned to Bn9land 

sooner than his intended len9th of stay.Mr.Flowers was 

subsequently reported to have left the fold of Islam. (1J 

Durln9 the decade of the sixties,althou9h Deedat was livin9 

at As-Salaam;soae thirty kilometres from Durban,he still 

continued with his public lectures,thou9h Infreq~erttly at 

times.However.the Secretary _ . General Mr.G.H.B.Vanker, 

delivered most of the public lectures at various venues 

throu9hout Natal. 

1.M.Mikk1 , ~he Isl.-1e Propagat10n Centre In· the Musl18 

Dlqest,Durban,Jul-ott 1963,Vol 36 , 37,p 114. 
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· -'. "- .- -- ---.- - . - one of the famous lectures 
poster advert~s~ng and his wife in 1962. 
by Reverend Flowers . 

'; I 

: .. , 

BY 

Rev. R. J. FLOWERS (An b ·M.thodiat Pri •• t, 

AT THE 

CITY HALL 
DURBAN 

ON 

SUNDAY, 29TH APRIL, 1982 
AT 3.30 PM SHARP 



In addition to this function,Mr.Vanker was solely in charge 

of the Central office on a full-time paid basis [1). 

During the seventies, when Deedat left As-Salaam (see page 

38),his family took up residence in Verulam (North Coast of 

Natal) once again.As he was now full-time at the IPCI 

offices, Deedat resumed his public lecture programmes on a 

full scale.It was due to the vast number of these lectures 

and other debates held by Deedat, that ·the IPC became widely 

known within the community. 

These lecture programmes and debates were significant in 

many respects.Firstly, most of the lectures or debates dealt 

with topics concerning Islam and Christianity.In most 

instances,these topics dealt with the differences between 

Islam and other religions.Some of the topics for instance 

were as follows: 

Was Christ Crucified ? 

What the Bible says about Muhammad 

Muhammed,the Natural Successor to Christ . 
These are controversial topics which opposed many of the 

traditional beliefs of the Christian majority.Secondly, 

during the 1970s and indeed in all subsequent years that 

followed,Deedat's lectures extended to all provinces in 

South Africa.In 1978 he conducted a lecture tour to Maseru 

(Botswana) as well. 

1.Biographical details on Mr.Vanker is discussed in pages 

62-68. 
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Thirdly,all of his lectures attracted full capacity 

crowds.Often the audience was too big for the venues and 

bigger premises were always sought out.In a poster 

advertising a lecture, it was stated that a similiar lecture 

had drawn a crowd of lO 000 people (1). 

Finally,the debate or lecture usually followed a set 

pattern.A typical programme included the following : 

1. Qiratat 

2. Introduction to the lecture/debate 

l. Lecture/debate 

4. Question/Answer session 

The question/answer session was indeed the most interesting 

aspect of the programme.Hr.Deedat displayed an outstanding 

ability to respond directly and succinctly to all questions. 

2.l.8. visitOrs to the Hasiid 

Another successful project initiated by the IPCI was the 
~ 

conducting of tours to the Grey street Jumu ah Hasjid. 

"According to the Secretary, a great deal of interest was 

created by the mass lecture programmes which resulted in 

innumerable enquiries about Islam reaching the offices of 

the IPCI.The IPCI decided to conduct tours to the masjid for 

the many visitors. 

I.Report of the Secretary-General,lO October 1960, p 2. 

2.Published Report of the Secretary-General,23 sept p 5. 
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By 1960,a total of about 500 visitors were 9iven a 9uided 

tour of the masjid (ll.This number increased every year.In 
, 

1962,the number of visitors to the Jumu ah Masjid increased 

to 1 400 and the tour itself became more specialised. 

In his Secretarial Report (September 1962),the Secretary 

quoted the remarks of some of the visitors to the masjid 

which indicated the value and importance these 9uided-tours 

were to the da'wah efforts of the IPCI.Some of the remarks 

included were : 

"Now I know I have been askin9 the wron9 (people) Mus1ims,to 

read stars for me" 

1"11 never a9ain in my mind associate you people (Muslims) 

with idol worshippers.: 

"1 
, 

expected. to find a funny oriental museum a la carte,but 

instead I found the truth" (2J. 

The IPCI used the opportunity of the visits to propa9ate the 

teachin9s 

initiated 

of 

for 

Islam.This project has been unique and 

the first time in the history of the 

Muslims.Within a short space of a few years, the project 

became firmly entrenched within the pro9ramme of the IPCI. 

1.Published Report of the Secretary-General,23 Sept,p S. 

2.Ibid., P 5. 
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Following a structured format, the IPCI was listed (as it is 

still today) in the tourist guide prepared by the 

Municipality of Durban.The tour was accompanied by a lecture 

on Islam,a discussion on the misunderstandings about Islam 

and the · handing out of literature.A special booklet entitled 

"Muslim at Prayer" ,was prepared for this purpose.The 

booklet highlighted the Salah of the Muslim ,its method and 
I 

purpose.A special feature of the booklet which is still 

distributed up to this day is the comparative narration of 

Biblical references to the certain acts of wudu (ablution) • 

and salah. 
I 

In the past few years now,a special tour guide [1) has been 

trained to provide relevant information and explanation 

about Islam and Muslims to the casual visitors ~nd regular 

tourists.Sayeed Mo~ammed, a B.A. graduate, is employed for 

the job.Basic information about the relationship of Islam 

and Christianity, clarifications about common misun~er­

standings about Islam and other such details are given to 

the tourists.The IPCI is still officially recognised by the 

Durban Publicity Bureau as the sole organisation conducting 

the tours. 

1.Interview with Mr.G.H.Agjee Dec.1989.Durban. 
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2.3.9. Publication of Literature 

The publication of Islamic literature had become an on-going 

activity of the IPCI since its inception.By 1962 several 

booklets prepared mostly by Ahmed Deedat and G.H.E.Vanker 

were published.These included the following: 

"What is Islam." 

"Muhammad in the Old and New Testament." . 
"Picture postcards of the Grey street Masjid with the 

, principles of Islam printed on the reverse side." 

The n'umber and kind of books were increased each year. The 

printing expenses illustrated by the following table 

reflects the amounts spent for this purpose.Although it 

appears as expenses for "Propagation and Advertising" in the 

income and expenditure accounts,printing constitutes a 

substantia1 ~ercentage of the expe~ses. 

Printing and Adyertising Expenses ( 1 ) 

1963 R 2189 93 1973 R 328 

1964 R 1489 54 1974 R 1637 

1965 R 1280 95 1975 R 6709 

1966 R 1395 06 1976 R 10261 

1967 R 2530 84 1977 R 13762 

1968 R 3611 17 1978 R 6862 

1969 R 2486 86 1979 R 7680 

1970 R 1143 90 1980 R 7003 

1.Information extracted from the Income and Expenditure 

Accounts (1963-1980). 
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Some of the impoytant booklets published in the 70s weye as 

follows: 

Publications Yeay Published Quantity 

1.What was the Sign of Jonah? 1976 10 000 

2.What the Bible says about Mu~ammad 1976 10 000 

3.Who moved the Stone? 1977 30 000 

4.Resuyyection oy Resuscitation? 1978 20 000 

S.Is the Bible God's Woyd ? 1980 so 000 

The cost of publications have almost tyebled duying the 

eighties. Most of the publications,howeveY, deal mainly with 

Muslim-ChYistian issues; in fact, theye does not exist any 

othey publication dealing with othey yeligions except one on 

the AYab-IsY.ael i issue publ ished in July 19~.A unique 

featuYe of these publications is the open licenc~ given to 

the yeadeys to Ye-pYint the copies without the pYioy 

appyoval of the IPCI.The following is a standayd note that 

appeays in eveyy publication. 

OPEN ORDER 

We grant you an open licence to reproduce or 
translate* into any language this booklet as well as 
every other publication of ours. 

You may publish them for sale or for free distribution 
without any prior permission. 

We ask for no royalties or "copyrights." 

Wallah! If we had the means we would have flooded 
the world with our free litreature. 

It will be appreciated if a few copies of the reproduc­
tion be posted to us for our records. 
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Apart from these booklets that were published,the Centre 
, 

embarked on a programme of selling audio-tapes since the ~ 

seventies.These tapes covered the lectures ,discussions, and 

debates of Ahmed Deedat with the various Christian,Jewish 

and leaders of other faiths. The aUdio-tapes were sold at a 

nominal cost. 

2.3.10 The fourteenth Centennial Anniversary of the 

~ 

Qur'ao· 

Under the supervision of Mr.Vanker,the IPCI played a leading 

role in the popular fourteenth Centennial Anniversary of the 

Qur'an observed by the Muslims of South Africa ' in the 

sixties. The entire programme for the celebrations was 

organised jointly by the Arabic Study Circle,the IPCI and 

local Madrasah societies.This eventful programme created a 

keen interest within the community.Mr.Vanker acted as one of 

the joint honorary secretaries for the Centennial Council.As 

a national event it attracted wide participation from the 

community. The Centennnial Council used the premises of the 

IPCI for its offices. 
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2.3.11 Newsletter jThe Criterion 

At a special meeting held on 19 May 1961,a resolution was 

taken to print a newsletter.Present at this meeting was the 

President (Ahmed Deedat), the Secretary (G.H.E.Vanker), the 

Treasurer (G.H.Agjee-appointed in 1961), Dr.Ernest Gabellah 

(a convert to Islam) and a Christian, Hr.Derrick Kean, who 

was appointed as the editor. 

It was decided that the newsletter be entitled, "The 

Criterion" and its first issue appeared . in Hay 1961.The 

newsletter aimed at informing the Muslim public of the 

latest developments in the field of da'wah and the progress 

of the IPCr in this respect.ln the first issue,the feature 

article enumerated the reasons that led Dr.Ernest Gabellah,a 

Christian theologian, to accept Islam. 

The Criterion,however,was not a successful project and due 

to lack of expertise in journalism it ceased 

publication.(See appendix page 207 for the first cover page 

of the magazine). 

2.3.12 Publication of Newsletter; Al-Burhaan. 

Despite the setbacks experienced by the publication of the 

"Criterion" in the sixties, another newsletter was launched 

twenty years later in 1987. 
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This newsletter is entitled "Al Burhaan".The newsletter is 

posted to about 35 000 subscribers overseas and about 25 000 

are distributed in South Africa.It includes short write- ups 

on Islam, news-clips and other relevant information.In gloss 

and colour the newsletter plays an important role in 

recording the activities of the IPCI. (See appendix p 208 

for picture-cover of a copy of Al-Burhaan). 

2.3.13 Islamic Calendar 

In order to generate funds,a personalised calendar bearing 

the name of the organsation was published and sold at a 

profit.The calendar contained Qur'anic quotes and extracts 

from the hadith.These calendars were printed e~ery year 

since the early sixties until the mid seventies. 

_e 
2.3.14 Establishment of Jama at Khanah 

As a result of the efforts of the IPCI,the University 

College for Indians at Salisbury Island near Durban, 

provided - ( a Jama at Khanah (place for worship) for Muslim 

students at its campus in 1962.Apart from using the premises 
_ -c-

for ~alah,the Jama at khanah was used by Muslims students as 

a centre for their various Islamic activities. 
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2.3.15 Social Services 

Another vital service provided by the IPCI in the early 

seventies was assistance given especially in the fields of 

welfare, marriage counselling and divorce problems within 

the Muslim community.As for welfare work, particular care 

was taken to see to the needs of the converts and their 

families.Funds were also made available to other needy 

Muslims within the community. 

During the seventies, inter-religious marriage between 

Muslims and Hindus had become a serious problem in the 

co..unity.There were few Muslim organisations that addressed 

this problem which had reached crises level at the time. The 

IP.CI played a vital role in resolving problems of this 

nature. 

Apart from conducting the nika~ (Islamic marriage) of such 

couples, special classes were held for the converts to teach 

the. about Islam.As a service to the Muslim community, 

several publications appeared on the topic of marriages on 

Islam.These included the following : 

1. Qur'anic verses relating to the marriages to Mushriks 

(those who associate partners with Allah). 

2. Pamphlet entitled :"What happens when you marry outside 
It 

the religion. 
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J ,. 

Hand-bill distributed -,." by the Centre to warn 
Muslim girls contemplating marriage outside Islam. 

----!- ,. 

Lalely we haYe been reading a 101 aboul Muslim girls mllrrylng non-Muslims, and before some naive and 
foolish Muslim girls Ihlnk Ihlll II Is a bed of ros" Ind decide 10 run away wllh ltIeir non-Muslim boyfriends 
allow me 10 pullhe proper plclure In focus. 

I am married 10 a non-Muslim because I thoughl I 
knew beller Ihan my pnrents. I am spellking Irom 
personal e.perience and I can tell you Ihat marrying 
a non-Muslim was Ihe greatesl regrel 01 my lile 
because il is definitely not a bed of roses. 
In lact it is II bed 01 qUllrrels, heartaches. misery. 
alcohol. idolworship anli-Islamic propllg,IOda and 
Hell 011 earlh. 
I know now Ihat il is much more wiser il people 
mnrncd in Iheir own rel ig ion. The chances 01 
hilpplf1c~s me g.eilter. 
When I was young, I was naive and I thoughl "Whal 
difference. dqes it make whelher one married a 
Muslim or il non-MUlllirn ilS long as y.,u love the 
gUy- thill'S all lhal mallefs." bul how wrong I was! 

As soon as the honeymoon was OVef Ihe problems 
sla.ted. My husband knew nothing ~boul bodily 
cleanhness. Belore he "rayed he would consume 
alcohol and this was detestable to me as alcohpl is 
lor bidden in Islam. 

When our child. en were born we had a big lighl 
aboul Iheir nAmes and their religious instruction. The 
poor children were so conlused they did not know 
what they were. 
Mf husbllnd alwllYs drank al night and vomited in 
bed and I had to clean up the mess afterwards. 
Every opportunity my hu~band got he would run 
down my religion. I cursed the day I was born. 

Muslim girls 01 loday are very naive. they don'l 
realise the misery and heartaches they can cause to 
themselves ilnd their lamilies by flirting and marrying 
non -Muslims. 
Most 01 them are very sweet and know how to flaller 
and chilt up a girl. but once Ihey have got what they 
want they treat you like a prostitute and ridicule you 
in Iront 01 your own children. 

My earnest appeal 10 all Muslim girls is thai although 
I made a mistake and destroyed my life I beg every 
one 01 you nol 10 make Ihe same mistake and Ihrow 
away your life. 

When Almighly Allah prohibited Muslim women Irom 
marrying non-Muslims He had good reasons, lor He 
knew that such a marr iage would bring unlold 
suffer ings and deslroy a person 's chance 01 
happiness. 

I ilppeill to every Muslim girl nol to Ihrow away her 
lile by mlllrying II non-Muslim Il ls a bed 01 misery IiII 
Ihe end. 

You and your children will suffer unlold hardships 
and in the end you will lind yoursell alone and losl in 
the slreel because he has caughl another Muslim 
girl lor a sucker. 

Although my life is over I am now living wilh my 
children - 10 bring Ihem up as respeclable Muslims 
and make Ihem appreciate Ihelr beautllul religion 01 

·-Islam. 

It look me len years 01 suffering 10 realise and 
appreCiate how beAutilul Is the Islamic way 01 life 
and il is a tragedy to read how young people loday 
are prepared to sacrifice Islam lor a liltle bil 01 sWHI 
flallery. 

My humble appeal to afl Ihe Molvisabs, Sheiks, 
leachers, Aapllas, parenls and Musfim Organisations 
is Ihal you must make g.ealer efforts to leach young 
girls aboul Ihe beautilul leachings 01 Islam as 
conlained in Ihe Holy Our'an. Olherwise more girls 
will sufler Ihe same lale. 

" my leller can save one Muslim girl Irom misery and 
suffering then I leel my suffering has nol been in 
vain. 

"Anguished Muslim Sisler" 
(Courtny AI·O"~m "t.".,s '0 ",,, EdiIor~ JfIn.. till) 

FURTHER FREE SUPPLIES OF THIS PAMPHLET 
AVAILADLE FROM THE 'CENTRE' 

-Pu&t'4~ if, 

ISLAMIC PROPA.GATlON C-ENTR'E JNTEHNATIONA.L -=-PC. 124 QUEEN STREET, DURBAN 4001. -, I P.O. BOX 2439. DURBAN 4000 TELEX: 1·21115 S.A, =- TELEPHONE (031) 301002117 

WnlTE TO, OR CALL IN AT Till: ABOVr: ADURESS FOR YOUR ?1Ue COPIES OF 
. oun ISLAMIC LITERATURE, __ .~-. .. ...... _"" 



2.3.16. Operation Zam-Zam. 

In 1983,the IPCI embarked on a new project called "Operation 

Zam-zam", (named after the famous well of Zam~Zam in 

Makkah), It was initiated to sink boreholes for people 

living in Kwa Zulu [1]. The boreholes were intended to 

provide water relief for all residents.In order to solicit 

funds, about 100 000 appeal forms were printed and 

distrubuted in the various masajid (pl.of masjid) throughout 

South Africa.Although the project aimed at sinking at least 

20 boreholes,on1y a few were really sunk.The project was 

aborted because of the lack of proper administration. 

2.3.17. Audio-Yisual Tapes 

In the ea~ly seventies, the IPCI decided to distribute 

aUdio-tapes of the lectures of Ahmed Deedat.These }ectures 

were those delivered in major centres and included in 

particular aUdio-tapes of debates and symposiums held with 

leaders from other religions.Towards the end of the 

seventies, the IPCI introduced the distr~bution of 

audio-visual tapes. 

1.Kwa-Zulu refers to one 

several large territories 

by Africans. 

of the Bantustans incorporating 

in Natal,predominantly inhabited 
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Appeal form distributed by the Centre 
calling Huslims to support 'Operation 
Zam Za61. ' 

OPERATION 

ZA -ZA 
AN ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE WATER RELIEF FUND 

Let the Muslims stand up 
and be counted • .: _ 

The Mu~ljm has always been most generous in aid 

, , 'I 
~~~ -. -" I \ 

I 

.I 
II 

of every human need, but has been loth to have his 
contributiqns made known. He hides his charities in 
anonymity. He has been "brain-washed" with the ~ ...... 
teaching that IIWHAT THE RIGHT-HAND GIVES, THE 
LEFT-HAND MUST'NT KNOW", which is not wholly 
Islamic. 

Islam teaches us that there are two types of charities 
- personal charity and public charity. The dictum 
quoted from the New Testament applies to 
personal help given to an individual and not to 
public works. Jesus Christ (Peace be upon him) was 
only counteracting a sickness of his people, he was 
not dealing with the whole aspect of charity. He 
left that to him he called the "Spirit of Truth", the 
Holy Prophet Muhurnm e d (P.U.B.H.), that 
",",e will g into all truth" 

'; (John 16 :13). 



As this eventually became an integral aspect of the work of 

the IPCI,in the eighties,it will be discussed in Chapter 

four in more detail. 

2.3.18 Bill-Board Project 

This has been a unique feature in South Africa where 

.essages about Isla. are advertised on large bill-boards and 

high-rise buildings.Beginning in the 1980s, the IPCI began 

advertising on la~ge si9n-boards the message of the 

Qur,an.Several of these" messages were advertised on 

bill-boards and through neon signs throu9hout Natal.The 

.. ssages included so.e of the following flashes: 

(a) Welcome to Islam I 

(b) Al-Qur!an -The Last Testament I 

(c) Read Al-Qur'in I 

As soon as so.e of these signs appeared on neon-signs and 

bill-boards, several objections were raised by Durban 

residents 

Mr.Arthur 

and fro. at least on~ Durban City Councillor, 

Morris.The City Councillor was of the opinion that 

were especially offensive to the Christian the signs 

co..unity (1). 

1."Battle of the Billboards" in Al-Burhaan,Durban,July 1989 

Volume 1 No.5 P 2. 
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This neon sign appears in Allee Street. Durban. 
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This neon sign appears on a building in Queen Street from 
; 

where it is sighted by all travellers entering the city. 
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Hr.Horris felt 

similiar signs 

the signs.' As 

that other religious groups will erect 

and the city will be faced with a 'battle of 

a result of this objection,there appeared in 

several newspapers,in the letters to the editor column,some 

supporting and some rejecting the call made by the City 

Councillor.Eventually,however,in Hay 1989,the Hanagement 

Committee chairman,Hr.Jan venter ,stated that freedom of 

religion must be upheld and there was no need to change any 

bylaws preventing religious groups from adevertising (1). 

Since then,the IPCI has erected several more around Durban. 

2.3.19 Newspaper Reader's Correspondence 

During the period 

much anti-.I~lamic 

especially in the 

of the formation of the IPCI,there were 

sentiments expressed in the media, 

newspapers. The efforts of. a few· 

individuals and perhaps one or two Huslim organisations was 

perhaps the only response of the community to such 

anti-Islamic sentiments.The IPCI, however, became most 

sensitive to such sentiments and false propaganda in the 

media.Every effort was made by the IPCI to respond to ANY 

false information or misunderstanding disseminated about 

Islam either through the press or by other means. 

l.al-Burhaan,op.cit., p.2. 
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One of the earliest challenges taken up by the IPCI had been 

the "Hajee 'Abd-al-Allah issue [l].Of the numerous efforts 

in such a direction,one such matter reached the offices of 

the World Congress of Faiths in London in the early sixties 

The Secretary-General,Hr.G.H.E.vanker took exception to the 

name given to a ladies beach-suit called "Islam." The suit 

was one of the beachwear fashions modelled at a fashion show 

in Paris.The picture of the lady wearing the suit appeared 

in the Natal Mercury dated 15 January 1962. Mr.Vanker drew 

the attention of the Imam (Mr.Muhammad Tufail) of the Woking 

masjid in London,England.In turn, the Imam referred the 

matter to Father L.Gillet and Mrs.H.McConnel,secretaries of 

the World Congress of FaithestablishedinPaddingtonLondon.The 

secretaries of the Congress in turn wrote a letter of 

protest to · the photographic agency in Paris (France),which 

was responsible for supplying this photo to the Natal 

Mercury in South Africa.The photographic agency apologised 

to the IPCI but requested that the IPCI should contact the 

modelling agency that was responsible for naming the suit 

[2].Eventually ,the IPCI wrote directly to the modelling 

agency protesting against such a name. 

1.A detail explanation about this challenge appears in 

chapter four. 

2.Letters to the Editor in The Islamic Reyiew,Woking,United 

Kingdom,Jan-Feb 1962, p 52. 
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There is no record available to ascertain whether the agency 

withdrew the name or not.Actions of such nature made the 

IPCI the vanguard for the Muslims against anti-Islamic 

sentiments. 

2.3.20. The IPCI and Other Muslim Organisations 

The seventies are regarded by Muslims in South Africa as an 

important historical phase as it was during this period that 

many outstanding developments and new achievements were 

realized.It was a period marked by intensive Islamic work 

undertaken by Muslim organisations that came into 

existence.Firstly, during the early seventies a dynamic 

youth organisation, the Muslim Youth Movement was formed in 

1971.The MYM. is regarded as perhaps the first national 

organisation established in South Africa.The movement served 

as a vehicle for change and revivalinew ideas and thoughts 

about the role of the Muslim ummah developed, new dimensions 

about Islamic education, the role of the Muslim women and the 

need for da'wah were promulgated. 

Secondly,an 

establishment 

'Studies at 

important achievement for Muslims was the 

of the first-ever department of Islamic 

the University of Ourban-Westvilleithe founding 

of this department marked a very important milestone for the 

community.Thirdly,the efforts of the Arabic Study Circle 

proved fruitful with the introduction of Arabic at the 

secondary school level in 1976. 
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Apart from these developments, the seventies saw the 

formation of a number of other national organisations such 

as the South African National Zakah Fund,the Islamic Council 

of South Africa,the Huslim Association of South Africa and 

several others. 

During this decade the IPCI played an active role in 

contributing towards these achievments.In several 

documents, newspapers, publications and brochures of the newly 

formed prganisations,the names of the officials and 

especially that of Ahmed Deedat and Goolam Hoosen Vanker 

appeared frequently.Of particular note is the participation 

of the IPCI in the national conventions of the HYH held in 

the seventies.Both Ahmed Deedat and Goolam Hoosen Vanker 

were called on to deliver papers on datwah and related 

issues. 

2.3.21 A Brief Biography of Hr.G.H.E.Vanker 

the first phase of the IPCI,its history and 

development is associated with a very dynamic and exciting 

personality-Hr.Goolam Hoosen Ebrahim Vanker.Ouring this 

first phase (1957-1980),Hr.Vanker was not only steering the 

direction of the IPCI but was himself a source of 

inspiration to his president,Ahmed Oeedat.AB a 

founder-member, he was the first President of the Islamic 

Propagation Centre and later served as the secretary-general 

for almost two decades. 
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The first phase of the IPCI (1957-1980) forms two-thirds of 

the history of the or9anisation,and it was durin9 this 

crucial period that Hr.Vanker played a steerin9 role.No 

history of the IPCI will be complete without the mention of 

the role of Hr.Vanker. 

Hr.Vanker was born in Durban on 1 AU9ust 1924.He belonged to 

a family which ori9inated from Kathor in the Gujerat State 

of India. 

His 9randfather,Hr.Ahmed Vanker who came to South Africa as 

a passenger-Indian ,had established a business in Umgeni 

Road in Durban.As a youn9 man (17 years old),Goolam 

Hoosen,the second son of his father,Ebrahim,started to work 

as a shop assistant in 1941 in a town called Waterval Boven 

in the Transvaal.Whilst employed there,he married Khadija 

Bibi Vahed in 1948.Two years later he returned to Durban 

where he be9an work as a sales representative at Kazits 

Agencies.When the Islamic Propa9ation Centre was formed in 

1957,Goolam Hoosen decided to leave his job and work 

full-time for the IPCI. 

In the inau9ural meetin9 of the IPCI,Hr.Vanker was 

unanimously elected as its first President.In 1958,on the 

occasion of the IPClts Annual General Heetin9,he was elected 

as the Secretary-General.He remained in this position until 

his retirement from the IPCI in 1982. 
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Photo-graphs or Hr.G.H.E. Vanker.In both 
pictures he is seen wearing the fez and 
a beard. 
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During the period when Ahmed Deedat was resident at 

As-Salaam (1962-1972), the Central office was controlled 

solely by Hr.Vanker.All the activities introduced during 

this period were managed by Hr.Vanker and the staff at the 

office~Although Hr.Vanker occupied the position of 

Secretary-General, he became intricately involved in every 

activity and project of the IPCI.Towards the latter part of 

his career, despite his poor health,he actively pursued new 

ideas which were practical and of enormous value.In fact 

much of the new activities introduced by the IPCI during the 

seventies may be attributed to Hr.Vanker. 

He left the IPCI in 1982 for reasons of health ,having 

suffered two heart attacks earlier.During his stay with the 

IPCI, he also established in 1977 a part-time mail order 

book-shop known as the Anchor Hail Order House.After his 

retiring from the IPCI, he continued his book-sale business 

which came to be known as the "Upstairs Bookshop." [1]. 

In 1985, when the IPCI established the TRUST BOARD,Hr.Vanker 

was appointed as one of the first life trustees.[2) 

1.Interview with Farouk Vanker.14 July 1989.Durban. 

2.See page 73 for more details on the TRUST BOARD. 
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Despite his limited secular education,he has been described 

as a charismatic and versatile Muslim personality.Apart from 

his outstanding contribution to the IPCI,he delivered 

innumerable papers 

venues; 

children 

which he 

Goolam Hoosen 

as his last 

had been a 

which 

at various Islamic conferences and 

also 

gift 

member 

compiled an Arabic reader for 

to the Arabic study Circle of 

since 

have all been 

1960.He also compiled 

published; the most several 

prominent 

poems 

of which are "Operation Death" and the "Great 

Sacrifice." In December 1974,on the occasion of the Fourth 

Annual Convention of the Muslim Youth Movement held at the 

University of Durban-Westville,Mr.Vanker presented a lengthy 

discourse entitled "The Propagation of Islam." This paper 

was subsequently published and made available in the form a 

booklet.In the bO.oklet,Mr.Vanker discussed the importance of 

the propagation of Islam to non-Muslims.He outlined the 

various ways in which Muslims may be able to do da'wah and 

the opportunities available to them in South Africa. 

Mr.Vanker played a leading role in organising the fourteenth 

Anniversary Celeberation of the revelation of the Qur,an. 

[1 J 

l.See page 49 for more details. 
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He passed away on 24 August 1987 leaving behind him a legacy 

of Islamic work -solid foundations upon which the IPCI now 

stands. 

In September 1987, several Muslim organsations,such as the 

Muslim Youth Movement, the Arabic study Circle the IPCI and 

others in the greater Durban area, organised a special 

evening programme to honour Mr.Vanker and his contribution 

to the Muslim Ummah.The programme was held at the Islamic 

Centre of the Muslim Youth Movement in Queen street.It was 

here that Mr.Ahmed Oeedat acknowledged his colossal 

indebtedness to Mr.Vanker while relating his association 

with Mr.Vanker for the past twenty years that they worked 

together for the IPCI.Mr.Deedat regarded Mr.Vanker not only 

as his close friend but as his guide. 
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2.4. FINANCE. 

The financial record-keeping of the IPCI was based upon 

contemporary business methods.A regularly updated record of 

all monies received and expenses incurred were recorded. 

During the initial years of the IPCI,(1957- 1960),all the 

financial records were controlled by the Secretary, 

Mr.G.H.E.Vanker. 

However, as the needs of the office increased,a full-time 

staff in the person of Mr.M.A.Khan was employed in 1960 

(1J.Mr.Khan remained with the IPCI until 1989,serving the 

organisation for almost three decades and together with 

~ Deedat and Goolam Hoosen Vanker the three individuals 

are regarded as the longest serving members of the IPCI. 

At present,M~.Khan works on a part-time basis at the IPCI 

due to his ill-health. 

2.4.1. Collection of Funds (1957-1980) 

During the period (1960-1980),the collection of monies from 

Muslim donors was achieved in the following ways: 

(a) Personal collection made by officals 

(b) Ramadan Appeals . 
(c) Other means 

1.Interview with Mr.M.A.Khan.17 August 1989.Sha1lcroas. 
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(Al Personal Collections 

During the early deades of the collection of funds,all 

officials undertook personal trips to various donors 

throughout South Africa.These trips entailed travelling long 

distances by car to remote areas in Natal ,the Cape and the 

Transvaal.Both the Secretary (G.H.E.Vanker and Hr.Deedat) 

(2) had made this a regular feature of collecting funds for 

the IPCI.At times they were accompanied by the treasurer, 

Hr.Khan. 

A special book was kept to record the donations made by 

various business-houses throughout South Africa.The 

following information was recorded in this book : 

I Receipt Number Name of Donor Amount Date 

A section was reserved for each province.A study of these 

records indicate that almost every single Muslim 

business-house was asked to donate money- this meant even 

accepting a small donation of a pound sterling at times.ln 

most instances,however,post-dated cheques were accepted from 

individuals.A composite analysis of all monies was also 

kept.This had the following details 

I Card Number Name I Address Months I 
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(b) Ramadan Appeals 

Since the inception of the IPCI,Ramadan appeals were a . 
! 

regular annual exercise for the collection of funds.These 

appeals were posted to all previous donors as well as 

others,and were distributed to the various masajid (pl.of 

masjid) throughout South Africa.Much monies were received 

from these appeals. 

(c)Other 

Apart from the reliance on personal calls and Rama9an 

appeals,monies were received from the post from well - wishers 

and self-motivated donors.At times, specific donors were 

sought for certain large expenses such as the printing of 

books.For example, the ~ Jumu ah Masjid Trust Board (of the 

Grey street Masjid) had for a number of years donated monies 

for the printing of the IPCI booklet,"The Muslim at Prayer." 

( I ) 

I.Letter of Confirmation received from the Secretaries of 

the 
~ 

Jumu ah Hasjid Trust Board,Russel and Harriot,29 Nov 

1977. 
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2.4.2 Expenditure 

The expendlture [1] of the IPCI may be dlvlded lnto three 

broad cate90ries : 

(a) Salaries and Wages 

(b) Offlcla1 Runnln9 Bxpenses 

(c) Propa9atlon (prlntln9,advertlsln9,offlclal 

travel expenses) 

All records of expenditure followed strlct business 

prlnclples of recelptln9 ,recordln9,double-check1n9 etc. 

The offlclals were partlcular about keepin9 proper records 

of expenses to the extent that they even malntalned an 

offlcal postage stamp book.Thls book recorded all detal1s of 

the postage stamps used for mal1ln9 letters and books to the 

publlc.Bven a postage-stamp worth just four cents was 

recorded In this way t 

The books of the IPCI were always audlted by professlonal 

Chartered Accountants slnce its inceptlon.Between the years 

(1957-1973),lts offlcal chartered accountant had been 

C.Chambers of Durban. However between (1973 and 1985) the 

official audltin9 company of the IPCI had been Khan Salejee 

& Company of Queen Street, Durban.The present auditors of 

the Centre are Desal, Jadwat & Company. 

1.See appendix pages 213-215 for copies of donatlon 

records. 
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2.S Management Trust Board 

The first Constitution of the IPCI,stipulated the formation 

of a Committee elected at a annual general meeting.This 

committee was ultimately responsible for the proper 

administration of the IPCI.lt was empowered to make 

decisions on policy and other matters. This public nature of 

the organisation remained so until the early 19S0s when it 

was 

was 

decided to 

put 

maintain 

foward 

proper 

of 

transform it into a private trust. The idea 

by Ahmed Deedat who felt it necessary to 

records of the IPCI activities.The 

preparation 

attorneys 

the Trust Deed was undertaken by an 

company, Sayed and Lockhat in 19S2. Mr. Deedat 

nominated himself and four others on the Board. 

Ahmed Hoosen Deedat (present President of the 

IPCI.) 

Goolam Hoosen Ebrahim Vanker (past secretary of the IPCI) 

Goolam Hoosen Agjee 

Mohamed Yusuf Buckas 

Yusuf Ally 

(present Secretary-General of 

the IPCI> 

(past Secretary-General of the 

IPCI at present the President 

of the Islamic Da'wah College 

International) 

(treasurer of the IPCI). 
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These trustees were nominated for life membership. The TRUST 

DEED was duly registered by the Master of the Supreme Court 

as required by the Tru~t Property Act on 29 March 1985 [11. 

L~ter in 1986, upon the request of Mr.Ahmed Deed~t and 

Mr.G.H.Agjee, [21 two other trustees were nominated into the 

TRUST to increase the number to seven. The two individuals 

were as follows: 

Ahmed Taher Rasool 

Study Circle) 

(presently active member of the Arabic 

Dr.Gool~m M~homed Hoosen (presently active member of the 

Islamic Medical Association) 

After the resignation of Yusuf Buckas in January 1987 and 

the d.ath of G.H.Vanker later the same year,the two 

vacancies were filled in by Yusuf Ahmed Deedat,the son of 

Ahmed Deedat and Naushad Yusuf Ally (the son of Yusuf Ally). 

1. Notorial Deed of Trust of the Islamic Propagation Centre 

International,29 March 1985,p 1. 

2.Since the late sixties,until the period of the formation 

of the TRUST there is no record of any annual general 

meeting held by the IPCI. 
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At present (1991),the TRUST BOARD comprises the following 

persons: 

Ahmed Hoosen Deedat,Yusuf Ahmed Deedat,Goolam Hoosen Agjee, 

Naushad Yusuf Ally and Yusuf Ally [2]. 

The Management Trust Board meets every Thursday to discuss 

the day to day running of the IPCI. 

1.Dr.Goolam Mahomed Hoosen and Ahmed Taher Rasool have both 

resigned recently (1991) and hence there is a resultant 

vacancy for two more trustees at present. 
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CHAfTER THREE 

AHMED PEEDAT-THE FOUNDER & PRESENT PRESlPENT OF THE IPCI 

A BIOGRAPHY OF AHMEP PEEPAT 

3.1.1. Early Life 

Ahmed Hoosen Deedat was born on 1 July 1918 in Tedkeshwar,a 

village in the district of Surat in India.In 1927, at the 

age of nlne years old, as the only son, he accompanied his 

father Hoosen Deedat, to South Africa.His mother,Fathlma,the 

daughter of Hafez Hoosen Norgat,and his sister Rassool 

remalned in their hometown In India.Both father and son, 

settled In Durban in South Africa.Ahmed's father began 

working for several Muslim business-houses in and around 

Durban.Within a few years, however, he managed to establish 

his own tallor-shop in Madrasah Arcade (off Grey street) in 

Durban. 

Slnce hls arrlval, Deedat attended a combined school and 

madrasah at Anjuman Islam Hadrasah located at 379 Plne 

Street Durban.A strange co-incidence indeed, since three 

decades later,Deedat co-founded the IPCI at the same place ! 

A year later,he was promoted to Class II (two) at the Hindu 

'a.il Institute, a secular school and from there he moved to 

Hlgh Grade School at Carlisle Street, Durban [11. 

1.The school subsequently became an exclusive girls high 

school and is presently controlled by the House of 

Delegates.lt is called the Durban Girl's Secondary School. 
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At this school his principal was Hr.Ephraim Thomas.Deedat 

pursued his primary-school career completing his education 

here up to Std 6.As. a keen scholar at the school,he 

received quick promotions because of his academic abilities 

He was an avid reader and hence won the admiration of his 

teachers. 

Within two years or so (the exact date is unknown),Deedat's 

sister was married to a person by the name of Agjee.Agjee 

made a special visit to India from South Africa for the 

purpose of the marriage.A year or so later (circa 1930) 

Deedat and his father received the news of the death of 

Deedat's mother,Fathima.In 1932,Deedat's father was 

remarried in Durban, to a lady called Hamida Parkar,the 

daughter of Shaik Ally Ismail Parkar. 

From this second marriage the following children were born: 

Muhammad 
• 

(born in 1933), 
( 

Abdulla (born in 1935), Cissim 

(born in 1945) 'Umar (born in 1946).AII these step-brothers 

are still living (1991). 

In the meantime during 1935,Deedat made several 

unsuccessful attempts to gain acceptance at the newly 

established Sastri College, for higher education, but was 

refused because of the lack of finance. 
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THE DURBAN GIRL'S SECONDARY SCHOOL 

SITUATED IN CARLISLE STREET1DURBAN. 

THE BUILDING IN THE PICTURE REPRESENTS 

ONE OF THE OLDEST S9HOOLS FOR INDIANS 

IN DURBAN flHICH flAS ATTENDED BY AHHED 

DEEDAT TO PURSUE HIS PRIHARY SCHOOL STUDIES. 
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THIS BUILDING HOUSED ONE OF THE FIRST 
COMBINED RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR SCHOOL FOR 
MUSLIMS IN DURBAN. 

AHMED DEEDAT ATTENDED HIS FIRST YEARS OF 
PRIMARY SCHOOL HERE. THE SCHOOL WAS ALSO USED 
AS A HALL FOR MUSLIM FUNCTIONS. 

THE IPCI WAS FORMED IN THIS HALL IN 1957. 

LATER THE VENUE WAS USED BY AHMED DEEDAT FOR 
HIS PUBLIC LECTURES. 
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Despite the attempts made by Maulana Ahmed Mukhtar [1] to 
• 

obtain a bursary from local Muslim merchants,no funds were 

available.Deedat managed to attend the standard seven 

class,but only for three days. 

As a result of the failure at gaining acceptance at the 

College,Deedat worked at a tea-room in Newlands (close to 

present-day Parlock) owned by E.M.Paruk.After a short space 

of time, Deedat began to work at different places, changing 

jobs -he moved to Washbank,Greytown,(Natal) and back to 

Durban where he worked at several stores. 

By 1936,Deedat finally landed a job at Adam's Mission 

Station.Adam's Mission station was the name given to a tiny 

village in the South coast of Natal about forty kilometres 

from Durban. 

1.Haulana ~med Mukhtar was the Imam of the Grey Street 
~ 

Jumu ah Masjid.The Maulana became blind whilst beIng the 

Imam and had become a close friend of Ahmed Deedat. 
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This village consisted of a few homes,a local store of 

general provision called "O.N.Hahomed" (named after its 

owner) where Oeedat worked,and most important,a mission 

school by which the area was called Adam's Hissions (1). 

Over the years,Deedat's desire to read had become an 

obsession to the extent that he would even take time to 

read small scraps of paper containing any information 

(2).At the store,- his job entailed serving customers at the 

front counter and packaging.Host grocery items were not 

available in pre-packs as they are today and hence all 

stores used to do their own packaging and parcelling of 

such items.Whilst in the warehouse or what then was 

commonly referred to as the "go-down',(pronounced in Urdu 

as "godaam"),Deedat came across an old book amongst the 

stacks of newspaper and packaging material. 

The book had an Arabic title called "Izhar-al-Hag" meaning . ~ 

"The Truth Reyealed" or "Reyelation of the Truth".This 

tattered book was written by an Indian 
,-
Alim (Islamic 

-scholar),Haulana Ra~matullah Kayranwi. 

1.Adam's Hission also known 
I 

as Adams College was 

originally known as the Amamzintoti Institute until its 

name was changed in 1935 in honour of the early medical 

missionary in Natal,Or.Newton Adams.As a Christian based 

educational institute it trained young Black men for 

teaching and ministry. 

2.Interview with Ahmed Oeedat.21 August 1990.Verulam. 
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Deedat read in the book of an interesting ·debate which took 

place between a Christian priest and a Huslim, Haulana Shah 

cAbdul cAziz Dehlawi (born 1746),the illustrious son of the 

-well known Indian Islamic scholar,Shah Wali-Allah (died 

1762).The debate was held in 'Urdu- one of the official 

languages of Ipdia.The book recorded that about 100 000 

persons attended the debate and that the Haulana won the 

debate. 

According to Deedat himself [11 ,the book spurred him 

further to read about Islam and Christianity.Soon Deedat 

purchased at this very early stage, his own copy of the 

Bible at a cost of six pence (five cents).Whilst in his 

spare time,Deedat used to peruse through the Bible and some 

other relevant literature that he had collected. 

However, the event that instilled the debating spirit within 

Deedat was the constant harassment he and other Huslims 

faced from the Christian missionaries who frequented the 

store.Everytime they visited the store they would question 

the Huslim workers about Islam and would argue with them in 

order to prove the superiority of Christianity. 

1. Interview with Ahmed Deedat,21 August 1990,Verulam. 
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When interviewed by a Pakistani journalist on this 

issue,Deedat stated the followin9: 

" ••• When they came next,I invited them to my 

place for discussions.This practice of mine 

continued on Sundays.On many occasions,when 

they could 'nt come to my place,-I visited them 

for these private debates.I said to them if 

you 9ive me one blow a9ainst my reli9ion,I 

will you 9ive you ten." [1) 

Althou9h Deedat was able to "arm" himself with some 

knowledge of Islam and Christianity.The questions and 

frequent pesterin9s of missionaries led Deedat to read more 

about Christianity and soon he was ready to "take on" the 

missionaries themselves. 

He went to the extent of meetin9 the teachers of the 

missionaries at the Mission Station.His stay at Adam's 

Mission was short but educative.Soon, throu9h the efforts 

of a relative,Mr.Ahmed Latchka,he managed to find 

employment in a large firm called the SIMPLEX FURNITURE 

FACTORY in Durban Central. 

1.Deedat takes on 

1987,Vol 1 No.1, P 3. 

Pakistan 
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The factory was situated at the Corner of Alice and Grey 

street in Durban and was owned by the Moosa family [l).As a 

result he left his job at the Mission and now moved to live 

in Durban Central in 1937. 

At the factory,Deedat encountered several jobs from that of 

truck-driver to becoming the despatch-clerk and later the 

manager.During his stay in Durban in this period,he married 

Hawa Gangat,a lady from Glendale in Northern Natal.He and 

his family lived in Victoria Street,from which place Deedat 

made many friends.During his spare time and especially when 

Hawa was away on confinement,Deedat studied bookkeeping and 

some related subjects at the M.L.Sultan Technical College 

in centenary Road,Durban. 

Deedat received diplomas in Radio Servicing and Electro 

Techniques and Engineering Drawing.Eventually he became the 

store's official radio and appliance manager. 

1.The Moosa Family presently own the Victoria Furniture 

Mart situated in Verulam and the Truart Furniture Factory 

situated in Jacobs,south of Durban. 
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By 1941, his personal family had grown comprising of the 

following children. They were Ebrahim, born on 29 January 

1945, Rookaya (a daughter),born on 5 May 1946 and Yusuf 

born on 9 December 1953.Deedat's father in the meantime 

lived with his son,Cassim, in a flat (Ajmal Mansions) in 

Victoria Street,Durban.His father died in November 1971. 

Events after the Second World War changed Deedat's personal 

circumstances.Following closely the independence movements, 

he became interested in the political developments in India 

and the struggle of the Muslims for a separate Muslim state 

there.After much discussion 

make a big move and settle 

state created in 1947. 

with his family,he decided to 

in Pakistan-the new Muslim 

Deedat's prime motive behind such a move was to live 

amongst Muslims and to contribute to the vision and 

development of the newly formed Islamic state. In 1949,he 

and his family left for Pakistan.Deedat was to spend three 

years of his life there.His stay in Pakistan has been 

indeed memorable for him as he himself described in an 

interview with a Pakistani journalist in 1988 (1). 

En route to Pakistan on board the ship,having taken a small 

typewriter with him,Deedat decided upon his future 

occupation. Whilst on the ship,he began to establish 

contacts with various firms. 

1.Deedat takes on Pakistan in AI-Burhaan,Durban,.Dec 1987 

Vol I, no.I p 2. 
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Soon in pakistan,throuqh friends he had made on the ship,he 

was able to secure accomodation in Karachi a major sea-port 

and the then capital of Pakistan. The family lived on arrival 

there at 12 Harket lane,Camari-a suburb of Karachi. 

Hr.Deedat worked for a British firm-Horqan Hilton (Pakistan) 

Ltd and served as a freelance correspondence clerk for 

several businesses in Karachi. 

Whilst on this job,he was visited by Hr.Hahmood Hoosa the 

owner of Simplex Furniture Factory and his previous employer 

from South Africa.Hr.Hoosa was keen on establishing a 

textile mill there and he requested Deedat to establish the 

necessary infra-structure for such an undertakinq. 

Deedat,agreed to this and soon was able to purchase. a site 

at a nearby industrial area.However,for some reason the mill 

(shortly known as the "Star Textile Hill") did not 

materialise.In 1951,after three .years of stay in the 

country, he decided to return to South Africa.Deedat was not 

happy with 

felt that 

Africa. 

the Islamic developments there and the family 

they should return to their family roots in South 

On his return to South Africa in 1951,he resumed his job as 

a furniture salesman.Later,he joined a Jewish firm, the Beare 

Brothers.Durinq his employment here,Deedat's religious 

interaction with his employer was significant,as he was a 

Jew. Deedat began to illustrate to his employer the relation 

of Islam to JUdaism and Christianity. 
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By this time it had become his habit of organising evening 

discussions with people he met.Thus,Deedat arranged similiar 

meetings with his Jewish employer. 

After 

working 

to be 

1961.By 

a year or so Deedat left the Jewish firm,and began 

for the Victoria Furniture Mart once again. This was 

the last of his jobs before he joined the IPCI in 

that time he had moved with his family to a 

surburban town,Verulam, about thirty kilometres from 

Durban.Deedat has lived here since that time. 

3.1.2. oeedat joins Islamic Work 

Deedat's first encounter with group work was when he joined 

the KAMAL STUDY GROUP (1) in 1939 whilst working at Adam's 

Mission Station near Amazimtoti.This organisation was formed 

by a small group of Muslim businessmen living mainly in 

Central Durban.Their main activity was to gain for 

themselves more knowledge on Islam by the establishment of a 

library and the organisation of lectures on Islam.Deedat 

used to jOin the group whenever he frequented Durban 

especially during the week-ends.A small office was taken at 

47 Madrasah Arcade where they used to meet.The group 

established a small library there, which was indeed used 

most frequently by Ahmed Deedat himself. 

1.Interview with Mr.Abdul Kader Simjee,ll Sept 1991,Durban. 

Mr.Simjee was a member of the Kamal Study Group in the 1930s. 
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The period after his arrival from Pakistan in 1951,is 

characterised by an increasing involvement in further 

Islamic activites.Apart from increasing his own knowledge 

through self- reading about Islam and Christianity,Oeedat 

began . to mak·e headlines in the local community.He became an 

active member of the newly formed Arabic study Circle.As a 

member of the Circle,Oeedat 

activities. 

participated 1n its various 

In 1954,the Circle 

-the establishment 

decided to embark on a unique programme 

of Speech Contests on Islam (1). 

Participants from allover Natal enrolled for this National 

Speech Contest which was widely publicised and well 

attended.Amongst the participants were Ahmed Oeedat,G.H.E. 

Vankar,A.K.Asmal (2),Yacoob Meer and several others. The 

contest was won by Ahmed Oeedat.His speech was entitled "The 

First Revelation" (l). The Chief Adjudicator was the well­

known stage artist,Miss Elizabeth Sneddon of Durban (4). 

1.Interview with the present president of the Circle, 

Or.O.S.Mall.ll July.1990. 

2.Hr.A.K.Asmal is presently Professor of Human Rights Law at 

the University of Western Cape and a member of the 

Constitutional Committee and National Executive Committee of 

the African National Congress. 

l.The hall that was used (Kajee Memorial Hall)in Leopold 

Street,Ourban was to become the venue of many of Oeedat's 

later public lectures. 

4.The Elizabeth Sneddon theatre in Durban is named after 

this lady. 
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PAGES TWO AND THREE OF THE PROGRAHHE BROCHURE 
OF THE FIRST ANNUAL SPEECH CONTEST ORGANISED 
BY THE ARABIC STUDY CIRCLE AND THE IQBAL 
STUDY GROUP - SUNDAY 14 FEBRUARY 1954. 

DEEDAT WON THE SECOND PRIZE IN THE DEBATE. 
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~ DEEDAT AND THE TROPHIES HE WON IN THE FIRST ANNU~ 

SPEECH CONTEST OF THE ARABIC STUDY CIRCLE (1954). 



Another of the important activities of the Arabic study 

Circle, was the organising of lecture programmes by local and 

overseas speakers.In the period 1954-1957 then, in 

conjunction with a Hr.Ebrahim Hansa,the Circle organised 

classes headed by Hr.Joseph Perdu (later revealed to be a 

Bahai) (1).The talks which were held mainly on Sunday 

mornings attracted a large group of listeners. 

The Sunday lectures carried on for a while and soon the 

Circle with a group from the audience decided to organise 

further lectures for Huslims who were particularly 

interested in comparative religion.The additional classes 

were scheduled for after Perdu's talks and were led by a 

Hr.Fairfax (2). 

For some time these lectures by Hr.Fairfax (A Christian 

convert to Islam) were held successfully.Over a short space 

of time,the numbers who attended them increased.However, 

during the course of 1957, Hr.Fairfax was not able to 

continue these talks because of some personal problems he 

experienced with .the South African Police.In the absence of 

any speaker,there was a unanimous request for Ahmed Deedat 

to continue the lectures.By this time,Deedat was already a 

known public speaker. 

1.Interview with Dr.D.S.Hall ,23 July 1989,Durban. 

2.Ibid.,(Dr.D.S.Hall). 
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There is record that he delivered at least lO~15 lectures to 

large gatherings of Muslims between 1955-1958 (ll.The topics 

he dealt with were mainly on comparative religion which 

particularly interested him. 

Deedat maintained the standard set by Mr.Fairfax and the 

number of persons attending the lectures increased 

treaendously. 

Deedat's most important engagement on a national level came 

when he was invited to speak at a - mass gathering of Muslims 

at a Meelad Function (birth celebration of the Ho-ly Prophet 

Muha .... d - SAWS) held in Johannesburg in 1958.This was 
• 

Deedat's first lecture in a large venue i.e. the c~ty Hall 

in Johannesburg.The topic on this occasion was entitled 

" Muhasmnad • the Prophet of Islam." As this was a very 

successful lecture, Deedat received praises from many people 

in the audience. Soon, Deedat was called on to speak at 

various other venues in Durban and other centres. 

1.Information gleaned from various hand-bills advertising 

Deedat's lectures (1955-1958). 
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The Sunday lectures at the Pine Street Madrasah became a 

fairly established practice attracting in particular the 

Muslim youth. Towards the end of 1958,there arose a 

discussion by Oeedat and his close friends, for the need of 

establishing some kind of organisation which would engage in 

da'wah (propagation and preaching of Islam). This led to 

the establishment the Islamic Propagation Centre 

International in 1959.Though he acted as its first 

Secretary, Oeedat became its president ,a position which he 

still holds (1991) (1). 

1.0eedat's role within the IPCI (1959-to present) has been 

covered separately in chapters two,three and five. 
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A HANDBILL ADVERTISING ONE OF DEEDAT'S LECTURES. 

(THESE LECTURE PROGRAMMES WERE STARTED EVEN 
BEFORE THE IPC WAS FORMED). 

F~:;:t _ - ~ : ... J - ~ 
,-
: _ , Under the auspices of the 
1- /YOUNG MEN'S MUSLIM ASSOCIATION 

- -

, 

J' A PUBLIC LECTURE 
(lNENCUSH) 

will be delivered by 

Mr. A. H. -DEEDAT 
on 

"MUHAMMAD (P.B.U.H.) , 

IN THE OLD AND 
THE NEW 

TEST AMENTS" 
on 

SUNDAY, 16th JANUARY, 1955 
- at 

KAJEE MEMORIAL HALL, 
35 Leopold Street, Durban 

• at 2·30 p.m. 

This lecture is the first of its kind in this country. 

Come in your: thousands and listen to a most IOgi- . 
cal, yet simple. exposition of the Biblical Prophecies , -

It -is a challenge to the narrow prejudice 
of the centuries • • 

·Christian Scholars & Priests are particularly invited. 
THE LECTURER WILL ENTERTAIN ALL QUESTIONS. 

• ALL ARE WELCOME 
• ..... _.-

- -
-, -- _ ' I -

..j1L;~: : /.;._ .. ~ ; : _:or 
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3.2.THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF AHMED DEEDAT IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

3.2.1. The As-Salaam Seminary 

One of the greatest sacrifices made by Ahmed Deedat and his 

family,was their involvement at As-Salaam in Braemar near 

Umzinto,some .80-90 kilometres from Durban. (See appendix 

p 199 on article of the donation of As-Salaam to the IPCI). 

At present As-Salaam has easy access because of the tarred 

road that has been recently added.However,in the sixties 

when it was founded, the possibility of reaching safely 

especially on rainy days was remote (l].The entire JS acres 

of land was not developed at all.There was no lighting,water 

or sewerage facilities.In such poor and undeveloped 

condltions,Deedat and his family took up 'full-tlme resldence 

at As-Salaam.A great deal of time and money was spent to 

develop the place.It was indeed a mammoth undertaking. 

During his prolonged absence from As-Salaam whilst 

soliciting funds from throughout the country or whilst on 

lecture tours,As-Salaam was "manned" by " Mother" Hawa, 

Ahmed Deedat's wlfe.She would take care of the various needs 

of the students and maintained the Seminary. 

I.Interview with Ahmed Deedat 20 July 1990.Verulam. 
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This was in addition to her normal personal household work 

she had to undertake [1]. As a project ,As-Salaam was 

intended to be a centre for Islamic education and Oa'wah.A 

Centre for the benefit of new Muslims especially from the 

African community.ln the years of its existence several 

students graduated from it.But as Ahmed Oeedat himself 

admits,the Seminary was not entirely a success [2]. 

The major cause of the failure of the As-Salaam project was 

the lack of finance and professional teaching expertise. 

Whilst the organisers possessed the vision,they lacked the 

empirical and theoretical knowledge to realise this 

dream. Furthermore Oeedat expected to spend a short time 

outside As-Salaam to collect funds, but found that this took 

up the bulk of his time which resulted in neglecting the 

~upervision of the Seminary. The phYSical condition of 

As-Salaam was such that it required constant upkeep and he 

found that his time was devoted in paying attention to this 

aspect more than concentrating on the educational needs of 

the Seminary. 

Mohammedy.Yusuf Mohammedy has spent 

da'wah career at As-Salaam in the 

1.Interview with Yusuf 

several years of his 

seventies and eighties for 

Islamic Oa'wah Movement. 

2.Interview with Ahmed Oeedat. 

the Muslim youth Movement and 
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Islanlie Propagaiioll Cellire 
and As-SalaaDl 

A general view 0/ the Development at As-Salaam 

PRESIDENTIAL, SECRETARIAL & TREASURER'S REPORT 
WITII FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

submitted to the 

4th and 5th ANNU t\L GENERAL MEETING of 
the ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE and AS­
SALAAM, held at the Pine Street Madressa Hall, 
Durban, Natal, South Africa, on Sunday, the 23rd 

September, 1962. 

A VIEW OF AS-SALAAM WHEN THE IPCI 

STARTED THE PROJECT. ( 1962 ) . 
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Some issues that aggravated the problem, may be· linked to 

the manner in which Deedat attended to business matters.Some 

employers accused him of being dictatorial in his ways.In 

particular,he was accused of this by Imam Yusuf Abdur Rehman 

('Abd aI-Rahman) who worked at the Seminary and a 

Dr.G.M.Gabellah who worked at the Centre (1]. 

Despite the failure of the As-Salaam project, the students 

who were studying there did 

contribution to the Muslim 

make progress and a positive 

community.They participated in 

several activities in the broader activities of the Muslim 

community. For instance,As-Salaam students made a full 

representation at the Qur'anic Centennial Celeberation held 

in the sixties at Curries Fountain Stadium (2]. 

It was during the course of some discussion during one of 

the Annual Conventions of the Muslim Youth Movement that the 

overseas guest speaker,Dr.~med Sakr suggested that Deedat 

should rather return to the Centre in Durban and play his 

part there where he was most needed (3]. 

1."Tears at Deedat's Heeting " in the Graphic,Durban,Fri 12 

Dec 1962,Vol 11 No.1S, P 1. 

2.16mm Film produced on the Celebrations by Dr.G.M.Karrim 

(1968). 

3.Interview with Ahmed Deedat.Durban. 
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Since the Muslim Youth Movement had proven to be a more 

cohesive and stronger organisation in supervising the 

continuance of the da'wah programme,Deedat decided to hand 

over As-Salaam to them in 1972 and return to full-time work 

at the IPCI in Durban.By this time at As-Salaam,several 

buildings and a Masjid were already built.The As-Salaam 

masjid built by Ahmed Deedat is still a landmark there 

today. 

3.2.2. DEEDAT'S LECTURE PROGRAMME AND THE IPCI 

The "lecture programme" i.e.the various debates,talks, 

symposiums,public and private discussions of Ahmed Deedat 

has indeed been a very strong and outstanding feature of 

the Islamic Propagation Centre International.In fact since . 
its inception,the lecture programme was perhaps the most 

popular feature of the IPCI.Lectures would involve an 

invitation to local and overseas speakers (Muslim and 

non-Muslim) ,talks with ministers of religion,priests, 

evangelists and others. 
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AS-SALAAM 
3(MINAlY 0' ISLl~ . 

~0\l111 COAST, ""U~ . 

. ,~: P.O. &OJ( 1+3' 
'MOlil l105+ 
DUllAN , II"TAL, 

SOU TN ""IC" 

• ~ . + 1 , ""'0 It!"" . UC"DL I DUUAI4. 

THE AS-SALAAM HUSJID BUILT BY 
DEEDAT.THIS BUILDING STILL EXISTS AND 
IS AN IHPORANT LANDHARK AT AS-SALAAM. 
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The central character in the programme was Ahmed Oeedat 

himself.There is evidence of approximately 250-300 

different lectures,debates and symposiums held on an 

official basis by the IPCI since the sixties.This is apart 

from the private discussions held almost on a daily 

basis,and the hundreds of Jumu'ah talks given by Deedat and 

his colleagues (Hr.G.H.E.Vanker,Hr.G.H.Agjee). 

The number of listeners to the talks varied from several 

hundred to several thousands. On one occasion,Oeedat's 

lectures attracted at least 50 000 listeners [11. 

One of the first lectures on a public scale on comparative 

religion was entitled "Hu~ammad in the Old and New 

Testament." This public lecture was advertised on a massive 

scale and attracted a large attendance. It was held on 

Sunday 16 January 1955 under the auspices of the Young 

Hen's Huslim Association [21. 

1.Hand-bill published in 1963. 

2.The IPCI was formed in 1957.Hence this talk was 

organised by the Young Hen's Huslim Association. 
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According to the handbill published,it was described as the 

first of its kind because no Muslim scholar had ever 

tackled a topic of this nature in Southern Africa ! The 

handbill concluded with the following remarks : 

"It is a challenge to the narrow prejudice of the 

centuries. Christian Scholars and Priests are particularly 

invited.[11 
! 

After this successful lecture,there follow~ many others at 

different centres in South Africa.By the time of the 

founding of the IPCI,Deedat had spoken in about forty 

different venues throughout South Africa.In fact,the name 

"Ahmed Deedat" had become known in every Muslim home. 

THE - ANGLICAN CHURCH CHALLENGE. 

The early sixties began with one of the first challenges 

made to leaders of another religion, namely Christianit~ 

The Anglican Church made certain derogatory remark~ about 

Islam and the Holy Prophet.These remarks were made in a 

booklet entitled "Cross or the Crescent," and they included 

statements such as "Mohammed was a sincere man but a false 

prophet,' 'Christians must know . how the Moslem religion 

denies Jesus Christ,' 'It was the Moslems who attacked the 

Christian faith first' [21.ln addition, the Dutch Reform 

Church claimed that a certain 
_ e 

Hadjie Abdoella (Haji Abd 

Allah) accepted 'Christianity having been disillussioned 

with the Islamic faith. 

I.Handbill published by the YHHA.January 1955. 

2.Handbill published by the IPCI.September 1963. 
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CROSS 
OR THE 

CRESCEMl 

A CHALLENGE 
TO THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF THE PROVINCE OF S.A. 

------------By------------
AHMED DEEDAT 
GREEN POINT TRACK 

Sunday, II th Sept., 2.30 p.m. 

THE A60VE 600KL;T IS PU6L:SHED 6Y THE ANCLlCAN CHURCH 
i=ROM WHICH THE FOLLOWINC i:XTRAG"S ARE' QUOTED: 

".\/ ohammed !lias a sincere 
man out a false prophet." 

• 
"Christians must !~no!ll llo Cl 
lite ,\[ as/em Religion denio 

f ClUS Christ," 

"'t is tlte .\ / os / ems !IIho 
~t!ack the Christian ;aith:· 

• 
"There i:lal no need for any 

other reiigion." 

ARE THESE CHARGES TRUE? 

ALL WELCOME * ALL SEATS FREE 
A.LL QUESTIONS ANSWERED 

BRING 

BIB LES 
QUR'ANS 

ALONG 
; 

SPECIAL RESERVATIONS 
FOR CL£RGYMEN, CHURCH R£PR£. 

S£NTATIVES AND PRESS -& 

~:i;AT:t:~!?:;TADVERTISED THE LECTURE BY AHMED 
ANGLICAN CHURCH THE ACCUSATIONS MADE BY THE 

IN 1961.) 
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The IPCI, havinq studied these statements opened a 

challenqe to the Church. What followed was a series of 

lectures held in Cape Town and some towns in Natal by Ahmed 

Deedat refutinq the claims of the Church.At Greenpoint 

Stadium, in 

speak.These 

the Muslim 

Cape Town, thousands of Muslims heard Deedat 

lectures infused a great deal of confidence in 

community to withstand the attacks of 

Christians. 

In the course of the same decade, several other challenges 

were made in the form of symposiums held with speakers from 

other religious groups. 

One of the first of these symposiums was held with 

Professor Cyril Simkins-a Professor of Philosophy, 

Psychology and the New Testament Exegesis of the Johnson 

Bible Colleqe of the U.S.A. Two meetings were held-one in 

Johannesburg and another in Durban in Auqust 1963 

(1).Several other such talks followed with Christian 

leaders.(See appendix for advert on symposium held with 

David Lukhele, p 204 ). 

During the course of the seventies,Deedat intensified his 

debates and lectures with local Muslims and non-Muslims.The 

Centre concentrated mainly on debating issues with 

Christains and Jews.Moreover in the early seventies,Deedat 

started speaking on Islam and Judaism. 

I.Handbill published by the IPCI. 
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SYHPOSIUH HELD WITH PROF. C.SIHKINS.THIS SYHPOSIUH 
ATTRACTED A LARGE NUHBER OF LISTENERS. 

GREAT SYMPOSIUM ... 

r ·····-. 
r· : 
,' . 

;' .' 

'\ ." " . 

Co' , ~ '. • 

WAS CHRIST 
CRUCIFIED? 

.~. 6'_"~_ ' .---.~~-:"t ... . -
• • '. • I. 

f ... ··J· , · .. 
l ' .. .. " 

~ . ". 
;.', .' - . 
~ . . 

Pro!. CYRIL C. SIMKINS 
Professor of Philosophy. Psychology 
and New Testament Exegesis. 
JOHNSON BIBLE COLLEGE. U.S.A . 

Mr. AHMED DEEDA T 
President . 
Islamic Propagation Centre. 
Durban. S.A. 

CITY HALL, JOHANNESBURG 
Monday, 19th AUGUST, 1963 

8 p.m. SHARP 

• All Seats Free • All Welcome • No Collection 
15 .. £ .c a 4 '=_1: ,au. J. 

700 Million Chris tians of the world say : "CHRIST WAS CRUCIFIED" 



Although the issue 

fifties,this was one 

has 

of the 

been his concern since the 

first public lectures on the 

topic.In November 1973,Deedat spoke on a topic entitled,"The 

Qur'an and the Jews."(11. 

This speech which was made in the wake of the intensifed 

friction between Muslims and the Jews in the Middle East, 

which made headline news in several local newspapers in 

Durban and the rest of South Africa. 

The following was reported in the Muslim News :(11 

" Jewish members of a packed mixed audience 

of ' Muslims and Jews were startled when 

Mr.Ahmed Deedat,president of the Islamic 

Propagation Centre, stated in the Kajee 

Memorial Centre, Durban, that a permanent peace 

in the Middle East would only be viable when 

Jews turn from their faith and embrace 

Islam.Mr.Deedat said that both Jews and 

Muslims are descended from the same 

father-Abraham and were in fact cousins.He 

added that both were Semite ... " 

1."Survival depends on Islam- Deedat tells Jews" in the 

Leader,Durban, Nov 23 1973,p 10. 

2."Jews to Embrace Islam:The key to Middle East Peace" in 

the Muslim ~.Cape Town, Vol 13.No.24. 7 Dec. 1973.p.l. 
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Similiay ayticles appeayed in othey newspapeys such as the 

Oaily News (Tues 21 Nov. 1973 P 6.) and the Leadey (ThuYsday 

Mov 23 1973 P 10 ). 

Besides the hundreds of lectures organised by the IPCI 

itself,Deedat was invited by Muslim orgnisations to present 

papers on Islam and da'wah. 

Furthermore he became an active participant in the Annual 

conventions and forums set out by the Muslim Youth 

Movement. 

During the latter part of the seventies,Deedat had already 
. , 

discussed and debated with a number of religious leaders.In 

addition he began to make inroads in the neigbouring 

states.Similiar talks were given in Lesotho,Swaziland, 

Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), Zambia and other places. 

A special feature article appeared in the Zambia Daily Mail 

describing Ahmed Deedat as "Allah's Messenger," extolling 

the dynamic work done by him [11. 

1."Meet Allah's Messenger" in the Zambia Daily 

Hail,Zambia,Sat 23 Aug p 12. 
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DEEDAT RECEIVES SEVERE CRITICISM FROM THE JEWS 
AS REPORTED IN THE ARGUS OF JANUARY 20 1989. 

'Anti-lsrael' advert 
enrages SA Jews 

Staff Reporter 

THE South African Jewish community is "angered 
and offended" by an advertisement which has ap­
peared in many newspapers throughout the coun­
try. according to a statement by the Western Prov-
ince Zionist Council. . 

The council says a photograph used in the adver­
tisement shows an Arab woman holding out her 
hands to her child apparently fleeing from Is.raeli 
soldiers. Readers were invited to caption the pic- . 
ture for cash prizes. 

"A joint statement by the South African Jewish 
Board of Deputies and the South African Zionist 
Federation declared that the advertisement was 
essentially blatant and transparent propaganda 
with the purpose of arousing hostility against the 
State of Israel," the statement said. 

ARAB SUFFERING 
It also said that if the Islamic Propagation Cen­

tre International was genuinely concerned with 
publicising the suffering of the Arab people "it 
could have had a competition for captions to pho­
tographs of the almost daily gruesome events in 
the Lebanon, where there is a gross disregard for 
human life, with different Arab factions brutally 
attacking each other." 

"The fact that the IPCI singled out Israel, the 
government of which cOl!ntry h2.S openly stated 
that it was seeking 10 peaceful resolution to the dif­
ficult siluathm in the Gaza and West Bank areas, 
is nothing ~\her than an exploitation of the prob­
lem for the purpose of disseminating malicious 
propaganda, for which the IPCI appears to have 
limitless funds," the statement said. 
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3.2.3. PEEDAT'S DEBATES AND LECTURES IN THE INTERNATIONAL 

ARENA. 

The international activities and lectures of Ahmed Deedat 

will be discussed in more detail in chapter four where an 

analysis of the international expansion of the IPCI will be 

made. 

3.2.4. Conclusion: An Assessment of peedat's Lectures 

In making an assessment of Deedat's lectures and debates,one 

is struck by the profound ability of the person to be able 

to communicate his message with extreme simplicity choosing 

much common words in his discourses.Most striking of Ahmed 

Deedat is his in-depth knowledge of the Bible; with ease 

Deedat is able to quote from memory relevant verses without 

reading from 

convincing and 

the religion 

the source itself.His arguments have been very 

well authenticated from the very sources of 

he may be discussing.This indeed qualifies h.im 

to be entitled "al-Shaykh" as he is commonly referred to in 

the Middle East. 
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3.3. DEEDAT AND THE CONTROVERSIES 

For the personality and the kind of work Deedat engaged 

in,it was inevitable that he would be involved in 

controversies.Any person who is involved in public work is 

bound to receive public criticism.Deedat also received his 

share of public criticism. These controversies were both from 

Muslim and non-Muslims alike.Some of the misunderstandings 

resulting from the controversies led to physical assaults as 

well as to several court cases between Deedat and his 

opponents. 

The first time that Deedat was involved in a controversy was 

in 1960 which pertained to the transfer of the As-Salaam 

land.The conflict was between the donor of the As - Salaam 

land,Hajee S.I.Kadwa and Ahmed Deedat.The conflict pertained 

to Kadwa's refusal to allow Ahmed Deedat to open a business 

at As- Salaam which he claimed was for Deedat's personal 

gain.Ahmed Deedat reasoned that the intended business was to 

profit the IPCI and not himself or any other person.For this 

reason the transfer of the As-Salaam into the name of the 

IPCI was delayed.Some of the leading 'ulama' from Durban 

were brought in to resolve the matter.The matter was 

resolved amicably after a few years. 
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. . - -- - ---_ . ... - ... - - ---_._---

A HANDBILL ISSUED BY THE CENTRE CALLING THE TRUSTEES 
OF AS-SALAAM AND THE MEMBERS OF THE MUSLIM DIGEST 
TO HEAR OUT DEEDAT"S VERSION OF THE AS-SALAAM 
CONTROVERSY IN 1962. (ACCORDING TO DEEDAT NOT ONE OF 
THE SIX SPECIALLY INVITED SHOWED UP FOR THE MEETING). 

-'--r---:"""";"'-"~---"" i , . • .... _ _ .--,.. • ....,.... • ......---.....-~ ..... - •. - ":'~-,. 

" ;.';, 'Reply te) Mr ~ "Makki" No. '2 ., . ., 
... ' . 

THE TRUTH ABOUT 
. " 

" . 

'" by Ahmed De.E7dat . . 
", . " . I . • . ' . 

. . ' AT THE " ' :. '- ! ' " , 

PineStreetMadressaHaU ... 
' ON ' 

.... SUNDAY, 2nd DEC., J962 .•.• 
i . AT 10.30 'A.M. SHARP' .-

-ALL MUSLIMS WELCOME 

, Special Invitation is extended to: 
The "Muslim Digest" Trio: . 

1. MR. MOHAMMED MAKKI 
2. MR. M. E. PARUK 
3. MR. ADAM Y. KOllA 

All the Kadwa Truste'es of As-Salaam· : 

1. HAJEE G. H. S. KADWA 
2. HAJEE . G. H. A. KADWA 
3 . .. HAJEE A. S.· I. KADWA 

• I 

, ' 

ALL QUESTIO~S ':"ANSWERED :: ' 

A Special Appeal is made to Mr. Makki to be -present 
in person, because in our humble Opinion Pamphlet­
eering is doing a disservice to the cause of I slam. ' ' . 
ISLAMIC:; PBOPAGATIONC:;ENTBE 

. . , 



A major controversy that emerged in the seventies, involved a 

Christian missionary ,John Gilchrist.John Gilchrist brought 

a court action for damages against Deedat.Eventually,Deedat 

had to pay R1000 damages plus the cost to John Gilchrist 

( 1 ] • 

In another major upheaval in June 1980, which shocked the 

Muslims, involved Ahmed Oeedat and the Muslim Youth Movement 

on the one side and several local Muslims from Port 

Elizabeth on the other.In this instance,Deedat and officials 

of the Muslim Youth Movement were assaulted outside a masjid 

in Durban Street, Uitenhage.Prior to that incident there 

existed differences between the Muslim Youth Movement of 

Port Elizabeth and certain individuals in the community. 

Ahmed Deedat was called upon by the MYM to speak there. 

Although the talks given in Uitenhage by Ahmed Deedat were a 

success, their stay at Uitenhage was marred by the assault. 

Mr.Ahmed Deedat and the members of the MYM decided to lay a 

charge of 

responsible 

Uitenhage 

assault against three Muslim individuals who were 

for the attack.The hearing took place in the 

Magistrate Court on the 8th of February 1982.0f 

the three Muslim individuals charged, one was found guilty by 

the court. 

1.M.Makki "Deedat's involvement in various court cases in 

The Muslim pigest, Ourban,Jul-Oct 1986,Vol 36/37 P 99. 
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Another controversy in 1989 that sparked sharp responses 

from a few individuals was the removal of the booklet 

entitled "Islam's Answer to the Racial Problem," from the 

IPCI's official booklist. Abdulla Deedat ,the brother of 

Ahmed Deedat alleged that the book was removed because the 

Centre felt that it might offend certain Arab businessmen in 

the Middle East.The Arab businessmen discriminated against 

their expatriate workers and this booklet was used by them 

to protest against their employers (11. The IPCI,however, 

explained that the removal of the booklet had nothing to do 

with the situation of employer/employee relations in the 

Middle East. 

In fact, in. ,at least one of the branches established by the 

IPCI in Jeddah, the "Abul Qasim Bookstore" the booklet 1s 

openly distributed to the Muslims (2l.According to the 

Secretary-General,(ll the IPCI publishes many articles and 

booklets throughout its history and some of these cease 

publications after a while, whilst others are repeated; 

likewise was the decision of stopping the publication of this 

booklet. 

1.The Muslim Digest,Durban,June/July 1989,Vol 39,No.ll & 12 

p.4l. 

2.Interview with G.H.Agjee,Secretary-General of the IPCI.15 

July 1989.Durban. 

l.Interview with Sec-General 15 July 1989. 
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It has been the on-going task of the Centre to bring to the 

notice of the public different literature available on Islam 

from time to time.Despite this explanation,there is no other 

strong reason why it had been removed; the booklet served a 

useful function in focusing on a very pertinent issue 

affecting the Muslims in South Africa:apartheid.There is 

indeed a scarcity of such information about Islam and Racism 

and this booklet filled a useful gap in the community. 

One of the greatest uproar that Deedat faced from the 

non-Muslims was the release of the video tape of a lecture 

given by him,entit1ed "From Hinduism to Islam."According to 

the Hindu ~o~unity as reported in the press (11,Deedat 

defiled and desecrated some of the Hindu gods.Th~re was a 

strong reaction from both the Muslims and non-Muslims on the 

issue. 

1."Islam Leader criticised for anti-Hinduism tape" in ~ 

Sunday Tribune Herald,Durban, 13 April 1986, p 1. 
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For instance in the Sunday Tribune Herald of 30 April 

1986,the Islamic Council of South Africa made the following 

comments 

"We deplore attempts by any group to 
J 

degrade or criticise the religious 

beliefs and practices of any other 

community. It cannnot serve as 

constructive purpose.Such attacks, in 

addition,merely invite counter attacks, 

justified or unjustified adding fuel to 

fire ••• We urge Mr Deedat to act 

responsibly with understanding of the 

fragile base of South African society." 

[1 ) 

The strong reaction lasted several months and many Hindus 

threathened to boycott Muslims shops in Deedat's . 
hometown,Verulam.During the controversy,Deedat explained 

that the Hindus were overreacting and that his information 

was based on discussions with the supervisor of the Umgeni 

Road Temple in Durban.Mr.Deedat further stated that to 

rectify any misunderstanding that critics thought were in 

the lecture, the IPCI suggested Hindu leaders should take a 

group of visitors on a guided tour of the temple to give 

their viewpoint on the issue.This the IPCI would video tape 

and distribute in conjunction with the lecture of Deedat so 

that both sides of the story are given. 

1."Video Tape Row Rages ICSA" in The Sunday Tribune,Durban 

30 April 1986, p 3. 
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The reaction from the Hindu community created a great deal of 

hatred and animosity which had an effect on the long term 

relations between Muslims and Hindus.Although Deedat's 

explanation of the incident may be acceptable,the manner in 

which he described the gods and deities of the Hindus lacks 

wisdom especially when the video-tape is openly distributed 

to the Muslim and the non-Muslim public. 

Muslims need to understand and respect the religion of others 

while conveying the message of Islam.Although Deedat may have 

been motivated by the actions of the Prophet Mu~ammad (SAWS) 

who destroyed . the idols of the pre-Islamic Arabs,the 

prinCiples of "hikmah" and "beautiful preaching" ought to • 

have been upheld. 

There has also been sharp criticism directed against Deedat's 

lecture programmes and debates.The relentless criticisms 

emanated since the sixties from several Muslim individuals 

and organisations, pertained to the manner in which Deedat 

lectured and the type of language he sometimes used to 

describe the religious practice and beliefs of others.He has 

been severely accused of fault-finding with Christianity and 

other religions.Deedat has also been accused of being 

insensitive ,abraSive and arrogant about his own findings and 

research on other religions.Deedat maintained that his method 

of da'wah is consistent with the teachings of Islam and 

especially of the methods used by the Holy Prophet (SAWS). 
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However,in the context of South Africa where religion and 

race have been a sensitive issue for decades, and the search 

for racial harmony had long been desired,Muslims need to 

reappraise their methodology of da'wah and of calling to 

Islam.Da'wah in the South African context should require 

careful thought and planning.In the da'wah efforts of the 

Ummah pertinent differences between religions may be 

raised, but the method and context in which it is being done, 

would require necessary precaution.Most important in this 

regard would be the choice of words and the manner of speech 

in which the message is being delivered. 

Amongst the Muslim organisations that have criticised Ahmed 

Deedat,the · Muslim Digest has been most vociferous in this 

regard [1]. It has always found fault with Deedat's method 

of propagation of Islam.As a result of this difference of 

opinion,Mr.Mohammad Makki ,the editor of the Muslim Digest 

had printed and distributed hundreds of hand-bills since the 

sixties demanding responses from Deedat.The differences 

between Deedat and Makki had led to a few court actions of 

defamations. In one of the differences in the sixties, 

involving Reverend Flowers,the Reverend was required to make 

a special trip to South Africa from London to give evidence. 

l.This is a magazine published in South Africa since the 

forties and has a readership amongst Muslims in several 

Southern African states such as Malawi,Zimbabwe,Lesotho, 

South Africa etc.,The editor of the Muslim Digest since its 

inception has been Mohammed Makki. 
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The Muslim Digest is perhaps the only Muslim magazine in 

South Africa that has devoted so much of time, space and 

energy to criticising Deedat and the IPCI. 

In the Volume 36/37 issue dated July/Oct 1986,for 

instance, 168 pages have been devoted to finding fault with 

the IPCI and Ahmed Deedat.Makki's criticisms vary from 

accusing Deedat of harbouring what he claims are 
c~ __ 

views [1) to that of being a "Sa udi/ Wahhabi 

agent [2) promoting unIslamic beliefs and ideas. 

1.Makki is of the opinion that Deedat does not believe in 

the bodily ascension of Hadrat 'Isa (AS) to the heavens and 
• • 

his second coming to earth.Makki substantiates his arguments 

by citing Deedat's efforts in selling literature of Muslim 

scholars holding this view.For example,Oeedat's sale of 

Muhammad Asad's translation of the Holy Qur,an.However, 
• 

Deedat has made it clear in an interview with him that he 

believes in the bodily ascension of Hadrat 'Isa and his . . 
second coming. (Interview with Deedat 17 August 1990). 

2.As Deedat was the recipient of the King Faisal Award by 
~ 

the Sa udi government and because Deedat received financial 

support ~-
from the Sa udis,Makki is of the view that Deedat is 

an agent for them. 
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During the late seventies and early eighties,Ahmed Deedat 

had been in communication with a well-known person,Dr. 

Rashad Khalifa of Tuscon,Texas,USA. 

Deedat was impressed with an article by him entitled "The 

Perpetual Miracle of Muhammad."which discussed the No.19 in 

-the Qur'an [l).Early in 1988,Deedat visited the USA and 

after his arrival into South Africa,he went on a campaign to 

propagate the so-called number 19 theory as enunciated by 

Dr.Khalifa (2).Deedat also published a book entitled 

"Al - Qur'an-the Ultimate Miracle," wherein he attempted to 

prove the significance of the number nineteen {19} and its 

relationshi~ it had with the letters of the Qur'~n and in 

turn by this number that the Qur'an is the word of Allah. 

1 • . Muslim Digest.June/July 1988 Vol 38 no 10 & 11. p 55. 

2.Ibid., P 55. 
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However upon authentic research on Rashad Khalifa's 

mathematical proof theory, several discrepancies were 

discovered in his calculations.In May 1988,furthermore, 

Rashad Khalifa made a blasphemous claim that he was a 

Messenger of God. 

~ 

He went to the extent of stating that the ~adith and Sunnah 

(ll do not form an integral part of the beliefs of the 

Muslim. 

The claims made by Khalifa were refuted by several Muslims 

as well as the editor of the Muslim Digest ,Makki [21.In 

April 1987,Deedat withdrew his publication and in fact 

referred to Rashad Khalifa as the second kadhdhab (liar) 

(3]. Oeedat. also challenged Rashad Khalifa to a public 

debate of which Khalifa had not responded until his 

assassination a few years ago. 

-
1.~adith refers to the sayings of the Holy Prophet (SAWS) 

and Sunnah to his deeds and actions. 

2.Musllm Olgest,Volume 38, p.30. 

3.The first kadhdhab in Modern times has been Gulam Ahmad 
• -Qadiyani. 
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In 1982 as well as in several other years later 

(1988,1989),Deedat came into conflict with the Jews in 

South Africa.Deedat published a pamphlet revealing the 

terrorist attacks of Henachin Begin ,the past Premier of 

Israel.According to the pamphlet, the British government had 

offered a reward of $48 000 dollars for the capture of Begin 

in 1947 just before he became the Premier. 

About 50 000 copies of the hand-bill were published (1). 

Deedat in the hand-bill called for a debate on the "Crimes 

of Begin." There was widespread responses from the Jewish 

Board of Deputies and Hr.H.Rosenberg,the ex-Director of the 

Zionist Federation.In 1989,Deedat received criticism from 

the Jewish Board in South Africa and the Zionist Federation 

for a picture he published of a Palestinian mother clutching . . 

her son whom the Israeli soldiers wanted to take away. This 

evoked severe criticism from the Jewish community. [2) 

1.Al-Qalam, Vol 6 No.8 Oct 1982. P 1. 

2.Ibld., P 1. 
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Despite the various criticisms and controversies Deedat has 

received full support from the larger Muslim community.The 

IPCI has been (n the forefront with several other leading 

Muslim organisations.In this regard, Ahmed Deedat had been 

guest to the MYM,an organisation of Muslim Youths-in almost 

all of the annual conventions of the Muslim Youth Movement, 

delivering papers on propagation.Deedat also partiCipated in 

the conferences organised by the Southern Africa Islamic 

Youth Conference.He has also been guest to a host of other 

organisations in Southern Africa and the neighbouring 

states. 

3.4 Deedat's Receiyes the Highest Honour for Muslims-the 

International King Feisa1 Award for Islamic work. 

Ahmed Deedat received the International King Faisal Award in 

1986.This international and prestigious award had been 

presented for the first time to a Muslim in Southern 

Africa.The honourable award was made for the life-long 

dedication of Deedat to Islam.The award was made on 9 March 

1986.Deedat was chosen jointly for the award with another 

Muslim ,Roger Gharoudi,a French philosopher, author and 

publisher who had accepted Islam recently.Each reCipient 

received a cash prize of RlOO 000 and gold medals. 

The Faisal Award was instituted in recognition of services 

to Islam by Muslims, by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in the 

name of the 
~ (- ,-

late King Faisa1 ibn Abdul Aziz al-Sa ud, (who 

was king of Saudi Arabia from 1964 to 1975). 
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g~PY OF THE CERTIFCATE ISSUED TO AHMED DEEDAT 
THE OCCAsION OF THE AWARDING OF THE KING 

FEISAL AWARD. 

. .. ,. 

In 'he Nome of .Allah, Mos. Grodous, MO$l Merciful 

King F.alsallnternadonal Award 
for Service to Islam 

r . 
, ' 

I I : 
: ~ 

· ~rtificate of .King jaisaI JnternationaI 2lwarb 
for geroice to Jslam 

The Committee of King Falsallnternadonal Award. after perusing the Reguladons 
of King Falsallnternadonal Award as approved by the Board of Trustees of the 
King Falsal Charity Foundadon by Resoludon No. I 1-68-98 dated on 10-8-1398 
HIJrI. and the Minutes of the Selecdon Committee of King Falsal Internadonal 
Award for Services to Islam, In lu ninth session on 30th Rabl'ul A wwal, 1 .. 06 HIJrI, 
corresponding to, 11th December, 1985, decided hereby to grant: 

Ustaz Ahmed Hoosen Deedat 
' : I i 

King Faisallnternational Award for Service to Islam jointly of this year, 1406 Hijri. in 
appreciation to his continuous and serious efforts exerted in propagating Islam for 
around thirty five years, on the .local,· regional, international and global levels, 
particularly as regards the following: . . i . I . . 

• His serious partlclpadon In numerous Islamic conferences. 
• Giving numerous lectures In a number of islamic countries. 
• . His argum,entadon against the opponenu of Islam, and debadng 

with them In open meedngs. 
• His founding of "As-Salaam" - an Insdtudon - for raising up 

studenu and propagators, and training them to take up the task of 
Islamic propagadon. 

• His wrldng of a number of pamphleu and books published for the 
cause of the propagadon and combadng missionary acdvltles. In 
addldon to enlightening the Muslims on the principles of their 
Illustrious belief and the rules of their religion. 

Verily the Committee of the Award, while presenting this to him supplicates Allah to 
grant him success, and increase the number of men like him. 

. . 
.Allah ;s 'he Grantor of Success 

Issued at Riyadh, under No. 33 
date 18/61 J .. 06 H . 
corresponding to 9/311986 c.E. 

~'f ~~~.D~)lj ~.~ 

.,.\-.."i../'/\ ~I)I A \l-"\/-V\"~.)~j 

' . . 

-
lltANSLAlED fROM lHE ORlG1NAl_ 
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Back in South Africa,several Muslim organisations held a 

special reception in July 1986 at the Orient Hall in Durban 

in honour of Kr.Deedat for bringing such glory to the 

Muslims in South Africa. 

Some Recent Milestones in Deedat's Missionary Careers 

. 
In f988,Deedat presented a series of talks during the month 

of Ramadan .. which appeared on several · television channels in 
• 

the Middle East.In the same year a United Arab Emirates TV 

crew arrived in South Africa to cover first-hand details of 

Deedat's works.During the past few years (1986-1991),Deedat 

has presented talks in the United States of America,Hong 

Konq,India,Horocco,Egypt,United Arab Emirates,Sweden, 

Al-Dammam,Saudi Arabia,Pakistan and several other countries 

in Africa and Asia. 

He has met a variety of persons such as the former head of 

Uganda,Idl Amin,the ex-boxing champlon,Muhammad All,Sister 

Aisha Lemu from Nigeria,the heads of several Islamic 

Universitles.Shaykh Zayed Bin Sultan A1-Nahayan,President of 
e 

Al Ain University and several other leading Muslims. 
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RECEPTION HELD BY MUSLIM ORGANISATIONS IN 
HONOUR OF AHMED DEEDAT. (1986) • 

• eceptlon 
in honour 0/ ' 

U staz Ahmed Deedat 
first person in Africa to win the 

King Faisal International Award 
FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICES TO ISLAM 

: . .. 
, , 

Date: .. Saturday, 19th July '86 . \ 

Venue: Orient Hall (Centenary Rd. Durban)' 

Titne: :2.15 p.In. 
Representatives of various Muslim organisations will 
address the audience followed by Ustaz Deedat who will 
deliver a talk on: "THERE IS A SIDDIQUE IN YOUR LIFE" 

All Welcome!!! 
* Special Accommodation for Ladies * 

THE ARABIC STUDY CIRCLE 
11 9 QUEEN STREET, DURBAN. 

TELEPHONE: 329790 
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DEEDAT IN DEBATE ••• A FAMILIAR POSE. 

-128-



3.S.Conclusion 

Dr.Fathi Osman (11 in a review of the life and contribution 

of Ahmed Oeedat says the following of the man:"Some Muslims 

who have attended Deedat's debates find him very aggressive 

and often provocative.Their argument is that his style may 

not be the best to preach Islam.But Deedat has an answer to 

his critics.He says that everything he says to Christians is 

based on Our'an and Sunnah." 

With the various Islamic literature available on Muslim 

personalities in South Africa,there exists extreme views 

about the life and role of Ahmed Oeedat.On the one hand are 

those who view him as an instrumental in the destruction of 

inter-religious harmony and peace.On the other hand, there 

are those who view Deedat as a 'shield' against the 

incessant anti-Islamic movements in the activities of the 

Christian missionaries and Westernisation. 

One such extreme assessment of Deedat is expressed by 

"Mohammad Makki as follows "This man Ahmed Deedat, 

'pretender' to the Islamic throne ... could be said to have 

contributed more to diminishing the happiness that has 

prevailed in South African religious circles than any other 

religious fanatic in the Republic's history." (2). 

1.Dr.Pathi Osman :Profile 

:Islamic World Reyiew,March 

the editor of the magazine. 

on Ahmed Deedat in Arabia 

1986, p IO.Dr.Pathi Osman was 

2.M.Makki on Ahmed 

1986,Vol 36 & 37, p 

Deedat in The Muslim Digest,Dbn,Jul/Oct 

4 . 



There is no doubt that he has made an indelible impression 

in the minds of the youth, the old and even the women.This 

fact is clearly visible with the boost of video sales 

whenever a new one is released by the IPCI,and the almost 

uncontrollable emotional outbursts whenever he tours the 

Huslim world.A touching appraisal of Deedat appeared in the 

Convention brochure of the HYH which perhaps sums up the 

general feeling of the Huslims towards Ahmed Deedat and in 

fact the team of the IPCI: (1). 

"We remember clearly when Hr.Ahmed Deedat 

addressed a huge gathering of over 3000 at the 

Durban City Hall some years ago.Three fundamental 

characteristics emerged from his dynamic 

lectures.Firstly,he had an intense devotion to 

Allah and to the cause.Secondly, he possessed a 
. 

restless soul, wanting a change-a change for the 

better in our Islamic Society.This accounts for 

his missionary zeal.Thirdly,he displayed an 

unshakable will to get things done.These 

qualities are equally found at As-Salaam-the 

Islamic Hissionary Institute set in most 

picturesque surroundings headed by Hr.Deedat 

himself .•• no amount of words can adequatley 

express our gratitude of ourselves,as Officials 

of the H.Y.H. 

assistance,and 

Convention ... " 

to Hr.Deedat for his great 

co-operation in repect of the 

l.Executive Council (MYM) :Convention BrQchure,1972 ,p 3. 
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LIST or AHHlD DEEDAT'S LECTURES 

The following pages record a sample of the 
hundreds of lectures delivered by Ahmed 
Oeedat since 1954. The list is divided under 
the following headings : 

DATE: 

TIME: 

TOPIC: 

(day,month,year) 

(actual time of commencement of 
lecture) 

VENUE: (the town/city/country where the 
lecture was given) 

The list does not include the various small 
talks,speeches,interviews and papers 
presented at. Islamic conferences and 
conventions in South Africa and throughout 
the Muslim world. 
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~ ~ TOPIC 

14 Feb 1954 02.00pm The First Revelation 

16 Jan 1955 02.30pm Muhammad()in the Old & New Testament 

01 Sep 1957 10.00pm Jesus Christ:Man,Myth or God? 

06 Oct 1960 10.00pm The Truth about Trinity 

10 Nov 1957 10.00pm Is Atonement True? 

24 Nov 1957 10.00pm Resurrection or Rescitation 7 

25 Aug 1957 10.00pm Two Pictures of Jesus-Quranic & Biblical 

24 May 1958 03.00pm Christian.ity,Our Greatest Ally 

06 Jul 1958 02.00pm Today's Miracle in Propagation 

04 Oct 1958 08.00pm What does the Bible says about Muhammad 

15 Nov 1958 08.00pm What does Jesus says about Muhammad 

17 Dec 1958 08.00pm What does the Bible says about Muhammad 

28 Feb 1959 08.00pm Miracles of Christ 

29 Mar 1959 01.15pm Islam's Solution to Africa's Problems · 

15 Apr 1959 08.00pm Muhammad,the Natural Successor to Christ 

20 May 1959 08.00pm What the Bible says about Muhammad 

23 May 1959 08. OOpm Son of God,.Son of Man-Whay they Mean 

29 May 1959 08.00pm Islam's Solution to Africa's Problems 

01 Jul 1959 08.00pm The Natural Successor to Christ 

09 Aug 1959 10.00am The First Seminary of Islam 

11 Aug 1959 08.00pm Christ in Islam 

29 Aug 1959 08·.00pm The Acid Test of Religion 

09 Sep 1959 08.00pm What the Bible says about Muhammad 
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13 Jan 1960 08.00pm what the Bible says about Muhammad 

20 Jan 1960 18.30pm Christ in Islam 

06 Feb 1960 08.00pm Acid Test of Religion 

20 Apr 1960 08 ~ 00pm Was Christ Crucified? 

11 May 1960 08.00pm What the Bible says about Muhammad 

11 Aug 1960 08.00pm Cross or the Crescent 

04 Sep 1960 02.30pm Islam,the Only Way 

13 Sep 1960 08.00pm Christ in Islam 

14 Sep 1960 08.00pm Christ in Islam 

19 Nov 1961 06.00pm Philosophy of Religion(Islam) 

26 Nov 1961 02.30pm D.R.C.& Hadjie Abdoela 

25 Nov 1962 10.30am A Reply to Mr.Hakki 

09 Dec 1962 10.30am Calling .... 

03 Feb 1963 01.30pm Come to Hear the Reason Why? 

10 Mar 1963 02.30pm The Reason Why? 

19 Aug 1963 08.00pm Was Christ Crucified? 

17 Sep 1964 07.30pm The Great Sacrifice 

22 Oct 1964 07.30pm Is Jesus God? 

16 Nov 1964 07.30pm What the Bible says about Huhammad 

as Oct 1965 08.30pm Muhammad the Natural Successor to Christ 

13 Mar 1966 02.00pm Is the Bible God's Word 

13 Apr 1966 08.15pm The Existence of God 

14 Aug 1966 08.00pm Islam in Contemporary Africa 

-133-

Cape T. 

wynberJ 

stange l 

Durban 

KimberJ 

Cape T 

Cape T 

Cape T 

Clairwo 

Durban 

Pm-burg, 

Durban 

Durban 

Ladysmi 

Jo-burg 

Jo-burg 

Durban 

Dundee 

Dundee 

Rusten-

Fords-b 

Newcast 

Pretoric 



DATE 

19 Nov 1973 

09 Aug 1974 

15 Jan 1975 

25 Feb 1975 

26 Feb 1975 

08 Har 1975 

13 Apr 1975 

22 Jun 1975 

24 Jun 1975 

26 Jun 1975 

27 Jun 1975 

12 Jul 1975 

23 Jul 1975 

10 Dec 1975 

19 Jun 1976 

J U L 1976 

14 Jan 1977 

18 Jan 1977 

20 Jan 1977 

2'4 Jan 1977 

25 Jan 1977 

26 Jan 1977 

27 Jan 1977 

28 Jan 1977 

30 Jan 1977 

02 Feb 1978 

27 Apr 1978 

30 Apr 1978 

:I:.IJ:m: 

08.30pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

05.00pm 

02.30pm 

03.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

07.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

02.30pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

02.30pm 

08.00pm 

08.00pm 

02.30pm' 

TOPIC 

The Our Ian and the Jew 

Solution to the Palestinian Problem 

What the Bible says about Huhammad 

Was CHrist Crucified? 

w.hat the Bible says about Huhammad 

Islam and the African 

Was Christ Crucified? 

Christ in Islam 

What the Bible says about Huhammad 

Huhammad the Natural Successor to Christ 

Was Christ Crucified? 

Was Christ Crucified? 

Huhammad the Natural Successor to Christ 

Muhammad the Greatest 

Peace wi th God 

Nine Lectures at Various Venues 

Was Chrsit Crucified ? 

Was Christ Crucified? 

Was Christ Crucified? 

Was Christ Crucified? 

Was Christ Crucified? 

Was Christ Crucified 7 

Was Christ Crucfied ? 

Was Christ Crucified ? 

Was Christ Crucified? 

Christianity,Communism and Islam 

The Our 'an and the Computer 

Is Jesus God ? 
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~ ~ TOPIC 

15 sep 1978 08.00pm what the Bible says about Huhammmad 

16 Sep 1978 08.00pm Chrlst in the Religion of Islam 

17 Sep 1978 08.00pm Islam and Other Religions 

29 Oct 1978 08.00pm Qur'an or Bible. Which is God's Word? 

19 Feb 1979 08.00pm Qur'an or Bible.Which is God's Word? 

19 Har 1980 08.00pm Al-Qur'an,the Ultimate Hiracle 

13 Jun 1981 02.30pm What the Bible says about Huhammad 

30 Aug 1981 02.30pm Was Chrlst Cruclfled ? 

30 Har 1982 08.25pm Iran,A Nation Reborn 

31 Har 2982 08.15pm Iran,A Nation Reborn 

01 Apr 1982 08.15pm Iran,A Nation Reborn 

05 Aug 1982 12.15pm Arab and Israel.Conflict or Conciliation 

31 Oct 1982 09.30pm Was Chrlst Crucified? 

02 Dec 1983 08.00pm Christ Crucified? Hoax or History? 

08 Dec 1983 08.00pm What the Bible says about Huhammad 

14 Apr 1984 08 .. ~Opm CrucJ.fJ.xJ.on or CruclflctJ.on ? 

16 Apr 1984 08.00pm AI-Qur'an,A Visual Hiracle 

17 Apr 1984 08. OOpm Is Jesus God ? 

05 Sep 1984 08.00pm Islam and Christianity 

J U L 1985 

15 Dec 1985 06.15pm 

03 Nov 1986 06.30pm 

07 Oct 1987 07.00pm 

07 Aug 1988 02.30pm 

J U N 1988 

. Twenty-one lectures on var i uos topi cs 

Is Jesus God ? 

Is the bible god's Word? 

A Lecture on Islam 

Qur'an or the Bible.Which ls God's Words 

Seven Lectures on Islam and Christianity 

22 Jun 1988 Evening A1-Qur'an,A Hiracle of Hiracles. 

24 Jun 1988 W Qur'an or the Bible.Which is God's Words 

25 Jun 1988 W wFrom Ignorance to Islam.w 

26 Jun 1988 W Preview of Debate with Dr.A.Shorrosh 

27 Jun 1988" Universal Brotherhood in Islam 

28 Jun 1988 

29 Jun 1988 

Huhammad ( ) in the Bible. 

Islam. Its Vision and Hission 
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CHAPTER FQUR 

THE EXPANSIQN QF THE IPCI ACTIVITIES BEYQND THE BQRDERS QF 

SQUTH AFRICA 

In the historical development of the IPCI, the eighties 

represent a very exciting period because the Centre 

mushroomed into the international arena. The most compelling 

moments of such a period indeed has been the unique debates 

and lectures that the President,Ahmed Deedat has had with 

world religious figures.Spiralling from the endeavours of 

the President, there resulted in an almost uncontrollable 

manner,the development of a network for the distribution of 

video casettes and booklets in several languages throughout 

the world. 

This internationalism was not confined to debates and 

lectures only,but was characterised by international da'wah 

training programmes and 

Holy Qur'an and other 

other countries of the 

the distribution of copies of the 

Islamic literature to over twenty 

world (l].As a result,the IPCI was 

bound to expand physically which led to its acquisition of 

an expensive premises in Queen Street-an action unsurpassed 

in the history of Muslim da'wah work in South Africa (2]. 

1.Interview with G.H.Agjee,Sec-General.1S Hay 1989.Durban. 

2.The Queen Street premises refers to the Bin-La-Din Centre 

purchased in 1986.At present renamed "IPCI centre." 
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The international recognition of the colossal work and 

dedication of Deedat was marked by the King Faisal Award 

which he received in 1986.It was perhaps this event and 

achievement that accelerated the IPCI's fame. 

Ahmed Deedat himself became a well-known figure in the 

Muslim world which resulted in his meeting of various heads 

of states and other important Muslim personalities. 

4.1 INTERNATIONAL DEBATES AND LECTURE PROGRAMMES 

"We are contemplating an invasion of England this July 

(1985).It is an invasion in reverse.The British ruled over 

countries-India,Egypt, Ma1ayasia etc., for over a hundred 

years.Now for the conquest of Britain for Islam.Not with 

bombs and ~~ns,but with love,compassion and 10gic.Let us 

hope the Anglican bishops and Archbishops will pr~ve more 

manly than the Pope." [1]. 

This extract appeared in a handbill distributed by the IPCI 

entitled "His Holiness Plays Hide and Seek with Muslims," 

It indeed marks the beginning of expansion of the IPCI 

activities and programmes beyond the borders of South 

Africa.Although the IPCI had been receiving letters and 

queiries from overseas and although at least a few lecture 

tours were conducted by Ahmed Deedat outside South Africa 

before 1980,there is no doubt that the eighties heralded 

the IPCI's entry into the international arena. 

1.Pamphlet distributed by the IPCI,Jan/Feb 1985.p 4. 
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4.2 Change of Name of the IPCI. 

At this juncture,it is interesting to note a minor but very 

significant change was made to the name of the IPCI. 

As a result of introducing the lecture programme into the 

international arena, the IPCI began to refer to itself as the 

Islamic Propagation 
. 
Centre International.The term 

"international" was only used since 1982 to describe the 

extended role of the IPCI · in the Muslim world.Prior to this 

period the IPCI was known as the Islamic Propagation Centre. 

4.3 PI'wah to Pope John Paul II. 

An important event marking the entry of the IPCI into the 

international arena was the attempts made to conduct a 

dialogue with Pope John Paul II.On 1 June 1984 (1), a letter 

requesting a meeting with the Pope was sent to his 

secretariat.A reply was received indicating that the Pope 

was agreeable to meet Mr.Oeedat in private.However,no 

further developments occurred thereafter. 

1.Extracted from the pamphlet produced by the IPCI ,1 June 

1984 in English and Arabic.This was distributed throughout 

South Africa and the Middle East.A quarter millon were 

distributed. 
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Copy of the telegram sent to the Pope (1985) . 

. ---- .. - ~---.-- . . . . . . - -- .. . - '- - . . _-- -- ------.,..---_._------- . -

INTERNATIONAL TelEGRAM (~c5Vj ' AMOUNT/BEORAG .. _ •• _/..<t:.:J_'i.._ .. 
INTERNASIUNALE TElEGRAM 

. No ________ _ 

zeze 
Ac~o .. ntlFt .... nln. no. 

NB-The O~I~n, is nor lieblG fer lones incurred thro\J9h incolnct 
,,,,,,,minion, de ley or non~elivory of lelevr_ Indittinct h~ilin, 
can c:eu .. dellyt end incorrect tr"'tmiaion. 

(P 0 20782·82·1 800 0001 

En, .. ed Checked 
Gekon· "01_ 

LW.-Oil O~mlnt is nie QIItPfMlclilc Yit _II ... _nt die oniuist. oorstndine, 
-tr"ine 01 ni ... /I_,ine YIn ttl ... emme nie. Onduidllikl slltil Qn ""lOin, .n 
onlui". oontndine vwoortllic. 

T28 

-139-



On 17 September 1984, (1] another letter requesting the Pope 

for a dialogue on a public scale was sent.It was requested 

that the dialogue be conducted at st Peter's Square.However 

despite several subsequent telegrams and letters sent 

thereafter no respose was received from the Pope's office, 

Subsequently, the Centre published a handbill entitled "The 

Pope plays hide and seek." The phamphlet stated that the 

call that was made previously by the Pope (2] was a bluff.It 

was really a call by the Pope to convert the Muslims rather 

than to engage with them in any form of dialogue.The IPCI 

has not received any reply from the Pope since. 

1. ~., p 3. 

2. The Pope had made a call for dialogue which was reported 

In the Rand Dally Mall,Johannesburg. November 30 1984. 
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• 

.. _- _._- - .-

PAI/PHLET DISTRIBUTED BY THE CENTRE DISCLOSING 
THE ~HIDE AND SEEX~ ~PLAYED ~BY THE POPE. 

POPE JOHN PAUL II 

most ·popular and the most diplomatic of all 'Popes In Christendom. .: . . , ". ; .. .... ; .• ', , : ,:' 
• • •• • ",'" . ' • • • '. • • • ... ... t ., • • • :. : ~ :''' ~ ' .1. : ~ ' . :..: • • 

He makes everyone happy: On every foreign soli he lands. h. kl •••• the ground - .>/ 5.:::,,, : .. :.,;:;: 
he makes the 500JOOO. the prostration (the climax In the Muslim - only a '. " .. .' 

the ~usll~ ~eryh~ppy too. ' .: '.~:~~~_.>.;~ :"';~ .. "({ .... :;: ... .... : .. : . ... : ... ; .~};.t.: ('-~'u.''' .. ~ .. ..•.• ,,",.-'><A 
His prostrations make' the Hindu, the Christian and the Agnostic' also 'very 
Because the Pope is blessing his land! ' ~ ' .. : . ,":·:' ;..i:: . ; : .. , ' . . ... . " . ..... . ,.:'. 

: \~:'t~~ >; ;:~. : ; ~.~ '.~ : ' " ' ';.::. . ."" ,: ' . :::, ,: ~ .. ~ " '~! ': 
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Another effort of the IPCI to introduce itself at 

international level was to arrange numerous debates and ' 

lectures of Ahmed Deedat with international evangelists 

and important Christian personalities in Europe and the 

United states of America.These included such persons as 

Jimmy Swaggart,(a world-reknown international 

tele-evangelist) Dr.Anis Shorrosh, (a Palestinian Christian 

scholar of the Bible who understands and speaks Ara~ic 

fluently) Dr.Floyd E.Clark (Professor of the Bible) and 

many others. 

The debates were held mainly in the United states and in 

England. Several of the debates were held at the famo'us 

Royal Albert. Hall in London.AII of his debates were filled 

to capacity crowd.Most of the debates and symposiums 

attracted Muslim and Christian scholars,public-figures and 

politicians [ll.The proceedings of all the functions have 

been video-recorded and distributed at a nominal cost to 

the people locally and internationally. 

Deedat's earliest overseas encounter began in the late 

seventies when he was invited by several national Islamic 

in South 

First 

organisations 

talk at the 

Maurltlus.Deedat spoke 

[2 ). 

Africa and Mauritius to deliver a 

International Islamic Conference in 

on the topic "Propagation in Islam" 

I.Interview with Ahmed Oeedat.3 June 1990.Verulam. 

2.AI-Qalam,Dec 1984.p.3. 
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In 1982,Ahmed Deedat and several other Muslim leaders in 

South Africa were invited by the Iranian Government to 

participate in their Third Anniversary of the Iranian 

Revolution of 1979. 

In November 1984,Deedat toured Malayasia where he met the 

Prime Minister,Mahathir Mohammad and other government 
• 

officials.Deedat also delivered a series of lectures to the 

local Muslims in the country. However, Oeedat became more 

widely known overseas because of his famous debates that he 

took part in. 

The first of the debates took place 1n the Royal Albert Hall 

in London in' July 1985.The title of the debate was "Was 
. 

Christ Crucified".The debate was against Or.Floyd E.Clark ,a 

Professor (Emiritus) of the Johnson Bible College of the 

United States.This debate was hailed a great success in 

which Deedat was effectively able to refute the Christian 

belief of the crucifiction of Hadrat tis; (AS) (Jesus) . 
• 

Subsequently,whlle Ahmed Deedat was in the United Kingdom,he 

gave other lectures for the local Muslim population. 

During December of the same year,another debate was held 

with Dr.Anis Shorrosh in the Royal Albert Hall in 

London.Dr.Shorrosh ,a Palestinian Christian took up the 

challenge of debating with Deedat when Oeedat made an open 

call for one in one of his previous lectures. 
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- - . . -_ . - --- -- - --- . . ..- ' .. - -_ .. . ... . _. 

----- ---_ .. '- -' - . -.----.-

1200 MILUON CHRISTIANS SA Y "YES!" 
1000 MILLION MUSLIMS SA Y "NO!" 

WHERE UES THE TRUTH? . - YOU BE THE JUDGE? 

Dr.FLOYD E. CLARK 
PROFESSOR EMERITUS 
Johnson Bible College USA. 

ROYAL 
ALBERT 

HALL 
LONDON . AHMED DEEDAT 

MUSLIM SCHOLAR 
of the Christian Bible SA 

SUNDAY 7 JULY 1985 8.30 P.M. 
SHARP 

FRI. 5 JULY at 6.30 p.m. 
AT THE VILLIERS HIGH 

SCHOOL HALL, V1LLlERS RD. 

. SOUTH HALL 

SAT. 6 JULY at 6.3DD.m. 
AT THE ORCHARD SCHd'OL 

HALL, STOKE ROAD, 

SLOUGH 
GT. LONDON 

____ ~~~ww~:~ ~.:~~~~~ 
ALL SEATS FREE - NO COLLECTION 

ALL FAITHS AND DENOMINATIONS WELCOME 



INTERNATIONAL ARENA-DEBATE AGAINST DR.AHI1ED SHORROSH 

WHICH IS GOD'S WORD? 

AHMED DEEDAT 
. MUSUM SCHOLAR OF THE 

CHRISTIAN BIBLE - R.SA 

DR. ANIS SHORROSH 
MASTER OF DIVINITY 

h 
CHRISTIAN ARAB FROM U.S.A 

att e 

NATIONAL EXHIBITION CENTRE 
BIRMINGHAM U.K. 

SUN. 7 AUG. '88 
AT 2.30 p.m. SHARP! 
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What has been described as the greatest debate of the 

century was that held against Dr.Jimmy swaggart,the 

international tele-evangelist.This debate took place in the 

United states on 3 November 1986.The title of this 

formidable debate was "Is the Bible God's Word? "and it was 

organised by the Islamic Student Association of Louisiana; 

the chair-person for the debate was Imam siraj Wahaj of New 

York.According 

Afr ica), Jimmy 

organisation 

to a news report in the Leader (South 

Swaggart headed a powerful missionary 

called the American Evangelist Movement. 

According to the article,the budget of this movement 

amounted to 100 million dollars annually. [11. 

This historic' debate which had world wide coverage via 

satellite was perhaps the most exciting moment f~r both 

Muslims and Christians throughout the world.According to the 

Leader's report,about 8000 people attended the debate [2J.lt 

was during the course of this debate that Ahmed' Deedat 

offered other world evangelists such as Billy Graham,Jerry 

Falwel and Pat Robertson, 10 000 dollars for a debate with 

himself on ANY topic relating to Islam and Christianity. 

Both speakers had carefully prepared their arguments.A 

peculiar feature of the debate was the offer of a hundred 

dollars made by Deedat to Swaggart to read certain verses 

from the Bible which Deedat suggested was pornographic. 

1."Deedat vs Swaggart"in The Leader,Durban,28 Nov 1986,p 1. 

2 • 1..l;W1., P 1. 
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AHMED DEEDAT 
MUSLIM SCHOLAR OF THE 
CHRISTIAN BIBLE - R.S.A. 

AND 
I 

·JIMMY SWAGGART 
WORLD-RENOWNED CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY - U.S.A. 

at the 

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA 
(Baton Rouge, Louisiana, U.S.A.) 

MON. 3 NOV. 186 
at 6,.30 p.m. SHARP! 

'~' ,.~ . AM~" 'THlNS ABOUT THIS ~ . " 
::"~{'.: .::. : . DEBATE IS THAT BOTH THE' . .. ~ .. 
j;;l.:;' PROTAGONISTS WILL USE THE c'; . 
::.::~ CHRISTIAN BIBLE TO PROVE THEIR .. 
::;!~ .-~.: ::. RESPECTIVE CONTENTIONS. .: ' " 

.. ! • • • . 

.~:: .':." ~' ALL QUESTIONS ANSWERED · .. 
? ALL SEA TS FREE - NO COLLECTION 

. .• ~~ : CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS & .... 
: , .. '.;1.' . OTHER FAITHS WELCOME . -:>" 

.: ,,~: ACCOMMonA TlON FOR LADIES . 

~T rE.$ . ·· ! ...... : .. -... . ::'.-:-i:.:'. :~. < " : . 

l:l£E~l' A~AltVST .sWA~ART 
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Jimmy swaggart took up the challenge and recited the 

respective verses of Ezekial Chapter 23 of the Old 

Testament. 

Towards the latter part of 1987,a lecture tour was arranged 

to the East.This was part of the on-going world-wide lecture 

tours that the IPCI was organising for Ahmed Deedat.During 

this lecture tour,in October 1987,Mr.Ahmed Deedat met . the 

President of Pakistan ,the late General Zia al-Hag.He . 
exchanged ideas with him about the role of da'wah and the 

work ~arried out · by Christian missionaries in Pakistan. 

During the tour of the country he once lived in for a short 

while, Deedat lectured to Muslims at about thirty different 

venues.This included places like Peshawar,Sialkot,Lahore, 

Islamabad,Rawalpindi,Quetta and Karachi.In the same year he 
c 

attended the lOth Anniversary of Al-Ain UniverSity in the 

United Arab Emirates. 

In December 1987,Deedat toured the islands of Maldives near 

Sri Lanka.He was invited by the Islamic Call Society of 

Libya at its international conference held in the Maldives 

Capital of Male.Deedat met 
, 

the the Presldent,Mamoon Abdul 

Khayoom.In his opening address,the President paid tribute to 

Ahmed Oeedat's role in da'wah work (l).The conference 

attracted delegates from all parts of the world including 

Nigeria,Pakistan,Japan,the United Arab Emirates and 

Europe.The chief -guest was Sharifudin Peer-Zada,Secretary-

General of the Organisation of Islamic Conference. 

l.A1-Burhaan,Durban Vol 1 No.1 Dec 19S7.p.3. 
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Early in 1988,Deedat embarked on what ended up to be one of 

his busiest years of tours and lectures in the Middle 

East.This included visits to the following countries: United 

Arab Emirates,Dammam,Kuwait,Oman and Qatar.During this tour 
. 

Deedat had the occasion of meeting the !first Muslim in 
C f-

Space,Prlnce Sultan Salman Abdul Azlz (11. 

Next he attended the eleventh Da'wah International 

Conference held in Cairo [l].Here,Islamic workers from 88 

different countr.ies attended the conference which was 

officially opened by the President of Egypt and the then 

Chairman o~ . the Organisation for African Unity 

(OAU),President Hosni Mubarak. 

Subsequently ,Deedat,went visiting other Middle Eastern 

countries where he once again lectured to Muslims.This time 

under the auspices of the Saudi Arabian based Muslim World 
(- -League Rabitah al-Alam al-Islami (2] . 

• 

Finally,in June the same year Deedat visited the U.K. where 

he spoke at the University of Cambridge,Wembley Stadium, the 

London Mosque and other places. 

1.AI-BurbaanrVolume 1 No.2 Jan 1988,p 3. 

2. Ibid., . Volume 1 No.2 Jan 1988,p 3. 

-150-



De~qat meets President M. A. GayoolD of the Maldives. i( 

forllJer bead of Pakistan,President Zia al- Haq 



S1nce 1988,Deedat has made several more v1s1ts to other 

countries.Another debate was also organised in the U.K. 

again with Dr.A.Shorrosh.Many of the lectures of Deedat were 

broadcast to all the Middle Eastern countries 

In addition a special pre-recorded lecture a day by Ahmed 

Deedat was also broadcast to all Middle East TV networks 

-during Ramada· n that year [11 • 
• 

4.4 International Islamic pa'wah Training Programme 

A second most important feature of the. embarkment of the 

IPCI into the international arena was the international 

da'wah training programmes. 

During March 1988 to April 1988,the first international 

da'wah training programme began in Durban.The entire 

programme was administered by Ahmed Deedat's brother,.Abdulla 

Deedat under the supervision of the President of the 

IPCI.The course was organised on an international scale by 

plaCing newspaper adverts in the local newspapers and 

through handbills posted to all international organisations 

inviting candidates to apply for enrolment in these 

programmes. 

l.~., Vol 3 No.3 1988, p.3. 
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This advert ~as distributed throughout the Muslim World, 

advertising the Training programme. 

The Islamic Propagation Centre International Is convening an 
INTENSIVE COURSE fOf MAlE DAEES from 1st MARCH 1988 to 30th 
APRIL 1988 in Durban South Africa under the supervision and 
guidance of Its Founder and President Ahmed Deedat. 

Candidates who will be considered 
should be: 

(0) PROACIENT IN ENGLISH 
(b) THEIR OWN LOCAl LANGUAGE 
(c) POSSESS AT LEAST A MATRICULAnON 

CERnACATE 
(d) HAVE THE ABILITY TO READ THE QURAN 

IN ARABIC 
AIOUUAH H. D£B)AJ 

Full board and accommodation will be provided by the Islamic 
Propagation Centre International fOf the duration of the course. 
Retum airfare will also be borne by us. 

Applicants must provide us with a personal blo-data with 
reference to experience. If any. in the Dowoh field. Please send us 
4 passport photographs and photostats of relevant pages from the 
passport showing validity Of. passport. 
Please also supply us your. 

(a) RJLL ADDRESS 
(b) TELEPHONE NUMBER 1 
(c) TelEX NUMBER . IF 
(d) FAX NUMBER ANY 

Closing date fOf applications Is 10th JANUARY 1988. Successful 
candidates will be InfOfmed by 1 st FEBRUARY 1988. 

Write to: 
ABDULLAH DEEDAT 
(INTERNATIONAl TRAINING PROGRAMMER) 
ISlAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE INTERNATIONAl 
P.O. 2439 DURBAN 4000 SOUTH AFRICA 
TELEX: (095) 6218151PCI SA FAX: (027-31) 3040326 
TELEPHONE: (027.031) 3060026/3060027 
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Every participant was provided with full returm air-fare, 

boardinq and lodqinq at a local hotel in Durban.The lectures 

were held in the auditorium of the IPCI in Queen Street.Some 

of the topics that were included in the curriculm were as 

follows: 

(a) Western and Christian Propaqanda aqainst Islam. 

(b) Non-Huslim opinion on Islam aqainst Islam. 

(c) Comparative Reliqion. 

(d) In-depth study of Ahmed Deedat's lecture proqrammes. 

(e) The Bible and its various versions. 

(f) The status of Women in the Qur'an and the Bible. 

The first Da'wah traininq Proqramme was proqrammed for 

candidates from allover the world.A second one was held in 

1989 for candidates from Africa only. 

About twenty candidates from eiqhteen different countries 

attended the first proqramme.In the second proqramme, 

lectures were conducted by Ahmed Deedat,Abdulla Deedat and a 

visitor from the United States,Hamza Abdul Halik (1). 

1.Al-Burhaan,April 1988,Vol 1.No.2. p 1. 
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4.5 PHYSICAL CHANGES HAPE TO ITS HEAPQUARTERS. 

During the significant period of the eighties, the IPCI 

headquarters itself underwent a tangible face lift in order 

to better cope with its worldwide activities.As the 

organisational functions began to widen,a new administrative 

structure and machinery had to be established. 

Administratiye Building. 

A historic change occured when the Centre was able to 

purchase the Sayani Centre in Queen street in 1986.Thls was 

the first major purchase made by the Centre for an amount of 

R4 825 milllon.Cash donations were received mainly from 

overseas sponsors and from the local Muslim community.The 

entire office now moved from the old Madrasah Arcade 

building to the new building which was furnished with the 

best " decor.The new office building came to be known as 

Bin-La- Din Centre (2l.The name Bin-La-Din has now been 

removed as the major donor,Bin-La Din did not wish his name 

to be dlsplayed.Thus the building is now simply known as 

the IPCI. 

1.AI-Burhaan,Vol 1. No.2 April 1988, p 1. 

2.This is the name of the main donor of the building. 

Bin-La-Din owns a large construction firm in Saudi Arabia 

and at present he has been contracted to effect major 

extensions to the Hasjid-al-Nabi and to the Haram in Hakka. 
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THE NEW IPCI HEADQUARTERS.THE TOP RIGHT INSET 
SHOWS THE BUILDING BEFORE IT WAS RENOVATED. 

ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE INTERNATIONAL 
17.'1 Ollf'f'll $hf'ot. Ihuh:m 'IOOI, .$olllh Ahlcn - rho"n (031) ~()1I11026/7 - Tlx: (095) 11·21815 IPCI SA - FAx: (027·31) 30'10326 

7 

• • .... "! - - . ... .. ~ 
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Since the purchase of this building, the IPCI has bought two 

other buildings 1n Durban Central. 

Secretariat. 

At present, the Central 

Secretary-General 

served in this 

Buckas (Baksh) 

Office is under the supervision of 

(Hr.G.H.Agjee).Until 1980,Hr.G.H.E. 

position.For a short while, Advocate 

succeeded 

the 

Vanker 

Yusuf 

fact 

BOARD 

became 

of the 

one of 

IPCI 

the 

when 

first 

it was 

Hr.Vanker.Yusuf Buckas in 

five trustees of the TRUST 

formed in 1985 (l].He 

manifested great potential as a debater and' lecturer .While 

in office,he delivered several lectures in South Africa and 

overseas.During 1986-1987 Hr.Buckas was involved in a 

conflict with' Hr.Deedat and some members of the Trust Board 

on administrative and financial matters which resulted,in 

the resignation of Hr.Buckas in January 1987 and he was 

subsequently replaced by Hr.G.H.Agjee. 

4.6.Conyersion Section 

This department,thouqh not 

nevertheless an important 

operating 

segment of 

separately per se,is 

the Central Office 

function.All persons who accept Islam are given a 

certificate indicating their acceptance of Islam.If need 

be,an identity card is also issued (2]. 

1.See Chapter Two, under Hanagement Trust Board, p 73 for 

more details. 

2.Interview with Hr.G.H.Agjee.Dec 1989.Durban. 
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. ; ~ ... 

THIS IS All IDENTITY CARD ISSUED BY THE OFFICE TO 

NEil HUSLIHS. 

IN THE. NAME OF ALLAH. MOSTGltACIOUS 
MOST ME1fCJRJl 

, . 

"SA Y: HE IS ALLAH. THE ONE AND ONL Y. 
ALLAH.. THE ETERNAL ABSOLUTE; 

HE BEGETTETH NOT, NOR IS HE BEGOTTEN; 
AND THERE IS NONE UKE UNTO HIM. " 

(Gloriou. Ouren 112: '-4J 

In the event of hlslher deeth, pIe .. e notify our 
office, Phone 306002617 or the nalreat 
Muslim or I Muslim Mosque. 

ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE 
P.O. lOX 2438. DURBAN 4000 

3rd flOOR. SAY ANt CENTRE 
Cnr. GREY. QUEEN STREETS 
DURBAN 4001 SOUTH AFRICA 

PHONE 30e-00211! (031) 

•. ___ ..;..... __ --J 

I AM A MUSUM 

this Is to Certify thM MI. $.~ , ,l!;"{!?1~ ~.l, ~J: 

,/.9! ~ ~~, ,',1.1, 9.i !y't; $:$, , , , , , , , , , , , ,. 

Age ,~.1 .. tAd. No. (J,g,a.'. ~] • .oA 1~ . . o.~ , , -. 

of Al S 1 , .. l~\1LA Z.1 y' • ".0 J. 1. ...... , 

...................................... 

hes embraced Islam at the .~ ..• J? , •. r:; .•. f .•. , , . 
P.O. BOX Z439, VURBA'J. ...................................... . . 
on (English Date' .. 1. ~,,: .1. q :'.4 $. " , ..... " . 

(Islamic Date' ~ TV\ 51 - U L - AWiJ:\ L ....... . ...... ... , T "'Of)" 

Mus'imName .. . ~q~.1; .. ~/~ .. .......... . 

Conversion wltneaed by: 

1.$.~ . N9.I-JN:iJ:q.A ,.~ ~,5 BRI CKr-1 [L' ............... 
ROAD, OVERPORT ., 091 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ! ............. . 

2,~ ~.~ ~ .. ~.~~X" .. ,:? ~ 5 CRl/.t13'I· ROA 
C:JESTCL IFF ............... , .. 

-----------------~~----~--~---------~~.~: .:. ' ~.,~. ~--~----_ . 
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The graph indicates the number of certificates handed out to 

new Huslims from the Black community.It excludes hundreds of 

new Huslims who have not required certificates such as the 

Indians.Coloureds and ~hites.(Information extracted from the 

"Conversion Files" of the IPCI) . 



4.7. aur'an pistribution pepartment 

Since the inception of the IPCI,the importance of 

understanding the Qur'an has been consistently emphasised.To 

this end,daily extracts of Qur'anic verses were placed in 

local newspapers.At tlmes,the IPCI printed specific verses 

of the Qur'an on sheets of card-board in gloss to enlighten 

Muslims about specific issues. 

The distribution of the translation of the aur'an had been a 

very important programme of the IPCI.By obtaining 

sponsors, the IPCI has been able to distribute millions of 

copies of the Qur,an. 

. 
At present, the IPCI through its Qur'an distribution 

Programme advertises the sale of the copies in various 

newspapers,magazines and journals.As the copies are 

sponsored, they are sold at cost price of RIO a copy. 

The IPCI has indeed distributed thousands of copies of the 

Qur'an to schools and institutions of learning.There are 

several English translations of the Qur'an.But the most 

widely read translation is that of 'Abd Allah Yusuf c -Ali.The 

IPCI acquired 'Abd Allah Yusuf 
to • 

Ali's copies printed in has 

the Middle East and distributed . there. 
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A typical advert on the Qur·an. 
~~~~""""----I 
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.. ... 

."";,J':; 
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Thus far 85,000 of Allama Yusuf Ali's translation and commen­
tarv have passed through the hands of THE ISLAMIC 
PROPAGATION CENTRE INTERNATIONAL. Notwithstanding 
spiralling printing costs the entire world is able to procure a copy 
of the Holy Ouran at a nominal cost. The deserving, of course, 
receive it free of charge in any part of the globe. 

We have now confirmed an order for 100,000 (one hundred '. 
thousand) volumes of the Holy Our' an. 

Help. us to flood the world with ALLAH'S KALAAM. 

Average cost of each volume is $10. A veritable encyclopaedia : 
of Islam, 1920 pages of Arabic text, English translation and , 
commentary. . 

BE A PARTNER IN THIS NOBLE VENTURE!!! 

.. 

- ------'- --- - _ ._- ---- ______ -J 

" 



4.8. Audio-yideo Production pepartment 

This is perhaps one of the most important department of the 

IPCI.This modern innovation is a new development and is 

bein9 used to the maximum in every sense of the word.Some 

of its task are as follows: 

(a) production of audio-visual Islamic 

materials for both Muslims and non-Muslims. 

(b) video-recordln9 of all activities of the 

IPCI. 

(c) reproduction and distribution of all 

such video- recordin9s. 

An important task of the Audio-video department,~s the 

establishment of small auditoriums in various cities,called 

the "Islamic Visions Pr09rammes";it entails the conversion 

of shops on street levels to auditoriums where the videos of 

the IPCI are shown on an almost 24 hour cycle.The purpose of 

this venture is to advertise the various videos and 

literature to pedestrians and shoppers.A full-time da'iyyah 

is usually stationed at the auditorium to answer any 

questions or queries on Islam. (See page 164 for picture of 

one of these auditoriums situated in Queen Street,Durban). 
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Islamic Telecoms (noFf knoFfn as 'Islamic Visions') is 

situated in Queen Street. Durban. 
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In 1987,the first of such Islamic Vision centre was opened in 

West street, Durban. This was followed by one opened in Queen 

street,Durban.Since,1989,the West street Centre has been 

closed.Early in 1991,the IPCI converted the cinema situated 

in one of their buildings into a fully-fledged 

auditorium. This auditorium which is situated in Victoria 

street, Durban, comprises modern audio-visual equipment for 
( -

mass viewing.It is called the Abdul Aziz Auditorium. 

A unique feature of the Auditorium is the larger-than-life 

image of the speaker that is projected onto a giant screen 

which makes an incredible impact on the audience. 

The video production department is manned by a supervisor of 

the video section whose function is to oversee both the 

ideological contents and technical details of the videos 

produced.He is assisted by qualified staff. 

To date the Centre has produced more than seventy various 

video recordings of all local and international 

debates, lectures and other similiar programmes.On the 

physical side of video productions, there exists video 

equipments worth thousands of rands.A special editing room 

has been constructed at the IPCI Centre.The task of editing 

is to insert extracts from reference materials on to the 

video-tapes.All video-recording are of broadcasting quallty, 

with clear picture reproductions.A special television studio 

for interviews and a video-room are incorporated in the video 

department 
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4.9. International Video Centres. 

In 1983,the Video Department opened a branch in Abu Dhabi,in 

the Persian Gulf at a centre called "AI-Aminah Centre" [l].In 

1985,another branch was opened in Dubai in the United Arab 

( -by a Hu~ammad Abbas.In 1986 a branch Emirates which is run 

was opened in Jeddah in Saudi Arabia at a shop called "Abul 

Qasim Book Store".These Centres have been distributing about 

a thousand cassettes a month (2]. 

4.10. Open-Night at a Has1id (Hosque). 

Beginning in 1987,a new feature was introduced by the 

IPCI.This is called the OPEN NIGHT PROGRAHKE which is held in 

various residential areas occupied mainly by Christians and 

Jews.This activity is different from the regular tour of the 

masjid that the IPCI organised during the day. 

"The "Open -night" programme is concentrated at certain 

residential areas in which there exists a greater number of 

Christians and Jews. 

1.Interview with Yusuf Deedat.30 August 1990.Durban. 

2.Ibid., 30 August 1990. 
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d t d ;stributed to ' hundreds of non-Muslim This a ver was ~ 

residents living near the mt1sJids calling them to the ... - ~ 

open night to the mQsJid. 
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·NIGH1Tt.tM,OSQUE 
... :. . ,,' . '. 

:, DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU ' 
AND YOUR' FAMI~ Y TO SEE A MOSQUE! 

Sootle Mosque 

MEN, WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN 
OF ALL FAITHS 

WELCOME 

• WITNESS FIRSTHAND 
THE MUSLIM AT PIA YERI 

• HAVE AU. YOUR NAe. 
8IH8 QUESTIONS ON 
RELIGION AHSWIREDI 

• LET US BUILD BRIDGES 
OF FRIENDSHIP AND . 
UNDERSTANDING I 

. " Entrance-fO-MOsque :- -: " . ~ - -"' , .... ":-­

SAMOOSAS. EASTERN EATS AND BEVERAGES WILL BE SERVED 
NO COlLECnON OF ANY KIND 

Date " : WEDNESDA V, 30th MARCH 1988 
AT 7.30. P.M. ' ' ; " 

. . 

Venue:~ SOOFIE MOSQUE 
. 119· Jan Hofmeyer Road, Westville 

(Next to UHandy Green Grocer" and "Pick 'n Pay")' 

PHONE MR. CASSIM AT (031) 3060026 AND MAKE ARRANGEMENTS 
AS SPACE IS UMITED . 

ALL WELCOME 



The main objective of these night programmes is to invite 

non-Muslims to partiCipate in them so as to be 

enlightened about Islam.At the same time they are given a 

tour of the masjid and the various aspects of Islamic 

beliefs and practices are explained to them . 

. , 
4.11. The corr'espondence Department 

A special correspondence department has been established in 

order to cope with the many requests for literature and 

information on Islam.All such letters are referred to the 

department's head who in turn decides what is to be sent or 

how the let~ers are to be answered.Therafter the letters 

are divided into several stacks and distributed· to the 

various correspondence clerks and researchers to attend 

to.Presently at least 200 hundred letters are received from 

throughout the world requesting for literature .An average 

of at least 300 letters are mailed daily from the IPCI (1). 

1.Interview with G.H.Agjee.20 July 1990.The IPCI has 

record of correspondence from over 100 countries.Letters 

are received from Muslims from remote parts of the 

world.This includes such countries as Romania,Fiji 

Islands,Yugoslavia, Dominican Republic,Cyprus, 

Suriname,Nigeria,China,Bolivia and many others. 
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BY THE OFFICE.DEEDAT IS HOPEFUL TO SECURE 

FINANCE FOR HIS WORK). 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

An Assessment 

As mentioned in the first chapter, da'wah in Islam is 

all-encompassing. It embraces the idea of calling towards 

Allah to both Muslims and non-Muslims.There is no one method 

prescribed by Islam in doing da'wah.However,broad principles 

and guidelines may be deduced from the practices of the Holy 

Prophet (SAWS) and his illustrious companions (R.A.) From 

the study of the life of the Prophet one may conclude that 

the Holy Prophet was concerned about doing da'wah as well as 

its method.The METHOD of da'wah ,however, changed from one 

place to another. 

For example,in the beginning of his message, daring the 

Makkan period, his appeal was directed only to those who were 

sympathetic to him and who were very close to him. 

It was directed to those whom he could trust without any 

doubt.In this Instance,his method was of a personal nature. 

After three years had transpired, and when his numbers were 

sufficient to withstand resistance, he extended his call to 

his family and relatives.His method changed-he called them 

to a meal and then addressed them.As Allah ordained in the 

Qur'an: 

"And admonish thy nearest kinsmen." ell. 

l.al-gur'an. 26:214. 

.-.l10~ 



In Madina,having established an Islamic State there,a state 

in par with other contemporary powers, the Prophet sent 

groups of dU'at to propagate Islam,and to ·the heads of 

states he sent them letters of invitation. 

The Qur'an,has set out important guidelines regarding the 

method of da'wah.According to the Qur'an,beautiful preaching 

and wisdom are regarded as important essentials in da'wah.As 

Allah says : 

"Invite (all) to the Way of thy Lord with 

wisdom and beautiful preaching; and argue 

with them in ways that are best and most 

gracious:For thy Lord knoweth best who 

have strayed from His Path and who 

receive guidance." (1) 

In another verse,Allah commands the Muslim not to revile 

the religion of others.Allah says: 

"Revile not ye those whom they call 

upon besides Allah, lest they out of 

spite revile Allah in their ignorance. 

[ 2 ] 

-l.al-Our'an, 16:125. 

2.al-Our'ln, 6:108. 
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Furthermore,the Qur'an stresses that the one who calls 

should exercise patience when he fails to persaude his 

subject.Allah says: 

"And have patience 

say,and leave them 

(di9nity)." [1) 

with what 

with 

they 

noble 

These guidelines from the Qur'an and the Sunnah were the 

very basis upon which the Huslims in the early centuries of 

Islam conducted their lives.However,there is no rigid 

prescription about any specific method of da'wah.The method 

of da'wah may change from one instance to another,depending 

largely on the kind of persons and audience one is 

addressing.Host important,however,is that the method must 

not conflict with any Islamic principles. 

Hence,the suggestions and criticisms made hereunder on the 

IPCI must bear in mind this very important factor. 

1.al-aur'ln, 73:10 
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In making an assessment of the role of the IPCI,two broad 

periods are delineated: an early period and a contemporary. 

In regard to the former,the IPCI has indeed been a dynamic 

organisation which has served as a major catalyst in the 

development of Islamic Movements for da'wah in Southern 

Africa and indeed in the Muslim world at large.During this 

historical period,this was the first time a da'wah office 

with paid staff was established.This scheme was originated 

and developed to such an extent that it attracted equal 

attention of Muslims living in Muslim countries as in 

non-Muslims countries.As a result,several Da'wah Centres and 

programmes were established on this pattern such as the 

Islamic Missionary Society of Johannesburg,the Islamic 

Da'wah Movement of South Africa and similiar societies in 

Kenya and other countries. 

The IPCI has indeed pioneered into new fields of work which 

none of other organisations have ever determined to 

pursue.It has been able to instil into the Muslim a zest for 

'resisting'anti-Islamic forces.It had been in the forefront 

in protecting the interests of the Ummah.And during this 

historical period,it has accumulated financial resources 

whose total assets has surpassed beyond the dreams of any 

organisation in Southern Africa. 
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The early period of the role of the IPCI begins from the 

year of its formation,i.e.1957 until it had become 

international by 1985.0uring the sixties, the only active 

local organisations that existed was the Arabic study Circle 

and the Young Men's Muslim Association (YMMA).This precludes 

the large number of Madrasah and Masjid organisations that 

existed as discussed in chapter two. 

There is no evidence of any Muslim society that concentrated 

its efforts deliberately focussing on OA'WAH.-specfically 

directed towards non-Muslims.Most of the energies of the 

Ummah were concentrated on the development of Muslims rather 

than the non-Muslims as such.With the formation of the IPCI 

in the lat.e, fifties,and with the rapid growth of its many 

activites (in the early sixties) such as the .Our'anic 

classes, the As-Salaam Seminary.The Bible Classes and the 

active preaching programme were important innovations in 

da'wah endeavour. 

In Our'anic -and Hadith extracts which particular,the . 
appeared in newspapers led to a great deal of inquiry from 

non-Muslims. 
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A very significant role played by the IPCI,and initiated in 

the sixties, was the guided-tour to the Masjid.There is 

perhaps no other Muslim organisation that has undertaken 

this before.The tour guide had been perfected to the extent 

that the IPCI has been nominated as the offical tour-guide 

by the Durban Publicity Bureau.In 1961 for instance,1400 

persons were given official tours of the Masjid (1). 

Serving as a major Muslim Marriage bureau was also another 

unheard accomplishment of the IPCI.It was a well known fact 

that both G.H.E.Vankar and Mr.Ahmed Deedat helped Muslims 

and to some extent non-Muslims to solve matrimonial problems 

(2).The IPCI even went to the extent of performing the nikah 

of Muslims.M~xed marriages (especially between Muslim women 

and non-Muslim men) which was becoming a common phenomena in 

the community.The IPCI took positive steps in addressing the 

problem. 

The Islamic literature campaign of the sixties was well 

received in the community because the subject-matter was 

totally new to Muslims. 

1.Report of the Secretary-General,1961.(Published)p.8 & 9. 

2.Intervlew with Ahmed Deedat.24 August 1990.Verulam 
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Whilst Muslims may have been aware of the mention of ~agrat 

'lsa (A.S.) in the our'an,it was perhaps a surprise for 

Muslims to hear such topics as Muhammad (SAWS) in the Bible, 
• 

or that there were 50 000 errors in the Biblel For instance 

the topic, "Was Christ Crucified ? " was a totally new 

subject of which very little was heard of from any local 

scholar before. 

Indeed the lectures of Deedat gave the Muslims confidence in 

facing the missionaries who used to be aggressive and 

persisting in their preachings to non-Christians specially 

Muslims and Hindus.The Christian missionaries were always 

disappointed due to their failure among the Muslims but were 

satisfied with their achievements among the Hindus and the 

African population groups -it is no wonder that Deedat 

received the full support of the Muslim businessmen in his 

fund drives. 

The Bible Classes organised in the early sixties received 

strong support from the country towns.In a short space of 

time ,classes were opened at Mayville, Durban,Ladysmith, 

Pietermaritzburg and elsewhere.AII the projects of the IPCI 

were unique and hence became very popular in a short space 

of time.Furthermore,the establishment of the First Seminary 

of Islam,further enhanced the image of the IPCI. 
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During the seventies,the most dominating feature was indeed 

the role of the national organisation-the Muslim Youth 

Movement on the national level.The highlight during this 

period was the annual conventions of the Muslim youth 

Movement at As-Salaam.The MYM · attempted unsuccessfully to 

co-ordinate the work of all Islamic organisations during 

this period.It received full ~upport from the IPCI which 

partiCipated in all the conventions of the Movement. 

Especially when the occasion arose to speak on da'wah,the 

IPCI fulfilled this role. 

The major activity of the IPCI during this period has been 

the debates with various scholars from other denominations. 

It served to provide effective rebuttal to the harassment 

to Muslims. 

The eighties has seen the IPCI concentrating its efforts 

towards the distribution of the translation of the Holy 

Qur'an to the public.The period is marked with debates on 

an international scale · and da'wah 'training programmes as 

well. 
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THE CONTEMPORARY ROLE OF THE IPCI-(19aS-1991) 

In assessing the contemporary role of the IPCI,it seems that 

it has not been successful in maintaining the full tempo of 

its early period.Although great inroads have been made in 

certain respects,there have been short-comings in that no 

new on-going projects in the field of da'wah had been 

further evolved. 

When we enlist the present activities of the IPCI of the 

nineties we note that it is confined to perhaps just SIX 

main ones. 

1. The mass lectures by Ahmed Deedat which has recently 

been reduced to a few. 

2. The distribution of booklets published mainly in the 

sixties and seventies. 

3. The distribution of translations of the Holy Qur,an. 

4. The conducting of Hasjid tours. 

S. The Islamic Telecoms and the distribution and sales of 

video tapes. 

6. Lecture programmes conducted mainly by lecturers 

overseas. 
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A study of the recent development of the Centre reveals that 

it has grown in size and its financial resources has 

expanded to enormous proportions- however the activities 

above, most started since its inception in one form or 

another, have not widened much in their scope and nor has 

there been new projects initiated.These activities existed 

for some time and there seems to be no dramatic change in 

the format of their operations.With the formations of 

several other Muslim organisations in South Africa in the 

past few decades ,the role of the IPCI tends to be 

repetitive rather than unique.One gets the impression that 

the IPCI seems to be more involved with overseas lectures 

and debates than locally.In fact, local efforts are almost 

stagnant. 

With the strong 

strength that the 

assume a greater 

presently does.If 

multi-million rand 

and enriched experience and financial 

IPCI has acquired,it is in a position to 

role in the Muslim community than it 

as it is claimed that the IPCI is a 

concern, this is only reflective of the 

great turnover of video-tapes or books that the IPCI sells 

and the number of new buildings it has acquired-it is indeed 

no reflection of the intensive nature of its activities. 
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In order to maintain a unique position in the local and the 

international community the following pOints are raised : 

1. The IPCI has the capabilities and the necessary means 

to become a National Da'wah Co-ordinating body.At present 

there exists in South Africa several organisations directly 

or indirectly involved in Da'wah related activites local as 

well as on a national scale.Some of these include the 

following organisations based in Durban, Islamic 

Movement, the Imdaad Trust,the Islamic Da'wah 

International,the Central Islamic Trust based 

Da'wah 

College 

in the 

Transvaal ,The Islamic Missionary Society of Johannesburg 

and several others in the Transvaal and the Cape.These 

organisations have been largely working on their own and 

only in a · ·few exceptions have these been dependent on one 

another.Although their objectives may concur,their ·methods 

and scope differ.Each seems to be specialising in some 

specific aspect of da'wah.The IPCI being one of the oldest, 

possesses the infra-structure and the immediate resources 

required 

activities 

for the 

of 

task to be able to co-ordinate the da'wah 

these orgainsations towards a common 

platform-thus helping to foster uniformity and placating 

them from duplicity as it is in vogue at present. 

As a Da'wah Co-ordinating body,the IPCI should precipitate 

the formation of a single Da'wah Organisation in Southern 

Africa. 
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2. Having 

organisations 

such length 

existed for several decades,very few Muslim 

have been able to sustain their existence for 

of time.The IPCI has been in existence for 

several decadesia daunting achievement as it stands.However, 

for some reasons the officials who control the Centre have 

not changed ,thus hampering access to new ideas and thoughts 

to prevail Ahmed Deedat has remained the President s ·ince 

the sixties,Mr.G.H.Agjee,the Secretary-General for the past 

five years and the trustees,some of whom are there 

constitutionally for life, have been part of the Board for 

several years. 

The success of any public organisation perhaps lies in two 

fundamental factors: first ,its ability to change its policy 

and programme in line with the needs of the subjects it 

serveSi secondly,its ability to establish permanent 

infra-structures in order for a smooth transition from one 

generation of trustees to another-Can the trustees 

confidently transfer their le9acy to a new generation ? The 

scarcity of any new activity is indicative of the fact that 

the present generation has perhaps played its role.The long 

legacy of Islamic work accomplished by Ahmed Deedat can be 

best preserved if there is a group or at least a few trained 

persons of his calibre to continue the work.Although Ahmed 

Deedat attempted to fulfill this need in the person of Yusuf 

Buckas, the past Secretary-General of the IPCI,it was not 

successful.That task has yet to be realised. 
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3. In its existence ,the IPCI has failed to establish 

grass-root contact-in fact branches of the Centre only 

exists in South Africa and several major cities-branch 

activity in these cities is merely confined to that of a 

'warehouse'-the distribution of video and other Islamic 

literaturelIn the Black townships alone in South Africa,the 

number of Christians is enormous. 

The majority of the people in South Africa come from 

'township background.The IPCI has no contact with them 

whatsoever. (Except the odd distribution of financial aid to 

them).In comparison to the IPCI,the Islamic Oa'wah Movement 

of Ourban,a da'wah organisation formed recently (1980),has 

been able to establish over thirty small centres in the 

townships.Though primitive in respect of the physical 

lacking financial means, the 10M has 

the possibilty of working with the indigenous 

structures 

demonstrated 

people. 

and 

4. The Islamic literature produced by the IPCI leans 

predominantly on the subject of Jesus ,Bible and Islam. 

Oeedat's latest book has been entitled "Christ in Islam" 

published in 1991. 
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Much of the literature draws comparison with Christianity and 

to some extent Judaism only.The Centre is in a position to 

prepare and distribute literature on a variety of other 

topics in the same da'wah spirit as the existing ones.Topics 

such as the Political Role of Muslims in a changing South 

Africa,or topics relating to the contribution of Muslims to 

Science or even on the fundamental of the teachings of Islam 

should become part of the literature package. 

The IPCI does not have a follow-up programme.The 

greatest drawback in the IPCI activities is that they convert 

people to Islam but they do not follow them up. This is 

fundamental to any da'wah organisation.In fact Muslim 

organisations have for some reasons shied away from providing 

such necessary facilities.The IPCI should establish a 

permanent School of Islamic education with a curriculum 

designed to assist new Muslims to learn the basics of Islam 

and practical Fiqh.This 
• 

school may also provide advance 

courses on a variety of Islamic topics of general interest to 

both Muslims and non-Muslims. 

6. The video and audio tapes as well as the literature 

distributed by the Centre are those of the lectures, 

symposiums and debates of Ahmed Oeedat.Whilst this has 

extreme merit,the IPCI should embark on the distribution of 

such material which cover a much wider a field of Islamic 

topics. 
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7. With the financial resources of the Centre,no inroads 

have been made to secure time on Radio or Television 

Stations.Especially in South Africa when this form of media 

is state-controlled,it becomes an almost necessity for the 

Muslims to project the Islamic message to the public.The 

Centre has amassed a formidable corpus of television 

equipment the costs of which exceeds thousands ~f rands.In 

this alone can be a headstart for such an activity. 

8. Social-welfare and economic help plays an important role 

in da'wah work.Social welfare assistance programmes are 

indeed strong features within many evangelist organisations. 

Although some accomplishments have been made in this regard, 

it has never 'been consciouslly pursued.It is felt that within 

the spirit of the concept of Charity in Islam,this programme 

of social welfare should be given deep consideration. 

This welfare activity may also incl.ude a bursary scheme for 

needy students.Students wanting to study Islamic Studies at 

universities must be given bursaries to encourage them to 

serve Islam and the Muslims. 

9. In all the years of the existence of the IPCI,it has 

served the public in various ways.Amongst it multifarious 

activites,the IPCI served as a miniature 'resource centre on 

Islam.'According to the Secretary -General,the IPCI office 

has always been receiving inquiries about Islam from both 

Muslims and non-Muslims. 
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This the IPCI executed very effectively.This lmportant role 

that the IPCI has hitherto played may be extended towards 

the establishment of an Islamic Research Centre.A Research 

Centre comprising a 

literature on Islam,a 

good library 

set of the 

containing reliable 

latest edition of the 

Encyclopaedia of Islam and other related audio-visual 

documents on Islam.This kind of institution does not exist 

on an organised 

Africa.It may 

focussing upon 

and formalisied 

serve a variety 

the storing of 

basis anywhere in South 

of functions primarily 

Islamic material and its 

retrieval for the Muslim and non-Muslims inquirers. 

10. The Islamic Propagation Centre International has the 

necessary infra-structure to establish as a priority an 

entire EDUCAT10N DEPARTMENT.The Education Department should 

provide for a three-fold education programme.Firstly,an 

on-going education-programme of two years for 

new-Muslims.This should be an integral part of any da'wah 

programme. In this regard classes may be held under the 

supervision of qualified personnel teaching the basis of 

Islam to new Muslims.Secondly,educational provisions to 

du'at (who should be trained to take up leadership training 

from various places in South Africa).A course may be 

designed for Muslims who wish to be given formal training in 

da'wah activity.This course which may be certificated may be 

divided over one year full-time period. 

A third level education on COMPARATIVE RELIGION from an 

Islamic perspective could be designed. 
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This may be directed to both Huslims and non-Huslims and 

should cover objective discourses on other relgions of the 

world. 

The course must be comparable to any other from the courses 

available in the Science of Religion and/or Comparative 

Religion Departments of any university. 

11. At present, the governing body and main decision-making 

committee is the TRUST BOARD.The Board meet every Thursday to 

discuss the day to day aspects of the IPCI.This Board as it 

functions, is very limited in the d~cision it makes and the 

work it plans.The Board consists of members whose full-time 

occupation is' not 

because of their 

such.Host of them 

da'wah.Hembers have not been nominated 

unusual experience in da'wah work as 

have been previous acquaintances of Ahmed 

Oeedat and his family.However,some members of the Board are 

indeed involved on a part-time basis with other Muslim 

organisations such as the Islamic Medical Association and 

Jaame.Three of the board members,viz,Hr.G.Agjee,Hr.Ahmed 

Oeedat and Yusuf Oeedat are the only full-time members of the 

Board within the organisation. 

-186-



It is suggested that a complete change ought to be made to 

this system of government in order to make the organisation 

more dynamic and democratic.The major task of the IPCI should 

be divided into four different departments: 

(a) Da'wah Department, 

(b) Education/Tarbiyyah(training) Department, 

(c) Women's Section and 

(d) Central Office. 

These four departments should be headed by professional 

personnel on a full-time basis.The executive of each of these 

departments sbould be given full representation at the 

highest levels of the organisation.There should be a proper 

constitution of the IPCI Trust Board which should win over 

the sympathies of the Muslims.The Constitution should protect 

' and preserve the future of the IPCI in the hands of the 

Muslims. 

-187-



THE ROLE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE FOUR NEW DEPARTMENTS 

*Each Department would consist of an executive committee 

and a full-time qualified head of department. 

1. Central Office 

This is the administrative section of the Centre.It is made 

of the Secretary, the finances and building administration. 

The department would function in the same manner as it is 

presently. 

2. Da'wah pepartment 

The main function of the department is DA'WAH.To establish 

and co-ordinate da'wah-related activities on a national 

scale and if possible,on an international scale as well.It 

would assume some of the work presently done by the Central 

Office at present.Some areas of concern of the da'wah 

department could perhaps be : 

{al The continous production and re-production of 

literature covering aspects such as comparative 

religion,social and economic related problems,Islamic 

basic belIefs,Muslim contemporary affairs,Qur'anlc 

extracts in newspapers,and booklets on Islam. 
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{b} Reproduction of Deedat's booklets. 

{c} Pa'wah . Centres . The establishment of these in the . 
rural areas of South Africa and the neighbouring states 

These Centres ought to comprise a prayer-room, a madrasah,a 

library and a regional Islamic information bureau.Full-time 

-du'at to be employed to man these. These Centres should be 

used effectively to distribute the literature of the 

orgainsation and should become effectice Da'wah 

laboratries.Centres may also be established in so-called 

elite areas as well,serving the same functions. Da'wah 

Centres will also cover socio-welfare work of the 

organisation. 

{d} aur"n Section: As at present this department to. 

-continue its ~ur'an distribution programme. 

{ e} Islamic Telecoms/Visions Although at present 

department functions effectively, its products are 

confined mainly an to that of Deedat's works.It 

should concern itself with the production of material a 

vast scale covering all aspects of Islam.Islamic telecoms 

to embark on establishing a Radio and Television network. 
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{f} Library : The establishment and development of a 

library and Resource Centre on Islam. 
J • 

present. 

{,} Masiid tours The conducting of tours as at 

3. Bduc.tion/Tarbiyyah Prolramme 

This is the 'School' of the organisation.To provide an 

educational 

Course. An 

programme in three phases.A Basic Islamic 

Advance Course and a course on Comparative 

Religion.Some areas of concern will be : 

{a} A Revert-Te.chinl Prolramme-A special course 

designed to meet the demands of new-Muslims;covering the 

basics of Islam such as elementary fiqh.Islamic History • . 
Qur'an recital etc .• Secondly.an advance programme for 

the public and a course on Comparative Religion. 

{b} ni'iyyah Traininl - Specifically geared to the 

development of da'iyyah on an on-going basis. This programme 

should prepare candidates for Imamate and other related 

duties. 
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4.Women's Section 

At present there are no women employed on a full-time basis 

in the IPCI.This aspect of da'wah is grossly neglected by 

many organisations in South Africa.Within the parameters of 

the rules of hijab women should be employed to look after 
• 

this department and its functions which may cover the 

following: 

{a} Establishment of Da'wah training programmes for ladies. 

{b} Production of literature highlighting the role of women 

in any society. (Huslim and non-Huslim). 

{c} Establishment of Centres for the use by women. 

{d} Assist in ~~proving the social and economic plight 

of families and doing da'wah at the same time. 

Details of the BOARD OF PROJECTS COHHITTEE 

This BOARD is to be made up of the executive members (up to 

three) of the four major departments. (Central 

Office,Da'wah,Education and the Women's Section).Other 

nominated members (not exceeding THREE) may be included on a 

rotation basis.The function of the BOARD may include the 

following: 
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{a} To ELECT members for the TRUST BOARD. 

{b} To CO-ORDINATE the activities of the various 

projects and monitor their progress. 

{c} To ESTABLISH links with other Islamic 

organisations. 

{d} To ENSURE a continous flow of new activities 

within each department. 

{e} To SERVE as the Public Relations Office for the 

organisation (may also be responsible for the 

production of Al-Burhaan). 

Details of the TRUST BOARD. 

This is toe , supreme decision making body .It may consist 

of 15 members (five trustees from the present group and 

the rest elected from the Board of Projects Committee). 

The Chairman of the Board would be the President of the 

organisation.He may be elected by secret ballot in which 

ALL workers and members of the IPCI would vote. 

Some of the functions of the Board may be as follows 

{a} To ENSURE the smooth running of the Centre. 

{b} To DECIDE upon major plans and propasals. 

{c} To FORMULATE the entire policy of the Centre. 

{d} To PRESERVE the future and the character of the IPCI 
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It least a third of the members of this Board must be 

full-time in the organisation.In summing up the above 

suggestions, the main emphasis of the Centre should cover 

at least the following considerations : 

(a) All decisions should be made on democratic principles 

not in conflict with the Islamic shari'ah. 

(b) There must be a c~lossal grass-root coverage. 

(c) The activities must be on-going and innovative. 

(d) Tarbiyyah (Education) is to be made fundamental even 

to the extent of training EVERY SINGLE WORKER of the 

Centre. 

(e) All senior members should serve their role on a 

rotation bas~s to ensure the flow of new ideas. 

(f) Training and educating the new Muslims in ~slamic 

fundamentals and practical deenyath (fiqh) should be a 

prime object of the IPCI. 

In conclusion we salute the entire crew past and present 

of the IPCI for having carved an indelible niche into the 

history of the Muslims in South Africa and the Muslim 

world at large. 
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THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, THE IPCI HAS RECEIVED 
MANY LETTERS OF THANKS FOR THE SERVICES TO 
THE COMMUNITY. 

THE FOLLOWING PAGES COVER A SAMPLE OF SOME OF 
THESE LETTERS RECEIVED DURING THE FIRST PHASE 
OF ITS HISTORY (1957-1980) 
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THE METHODIST CHURCH OF SOUTH AFRICA 

Rev. Or. D. C. Veysie 

Telcl)hone 336172 

Chairman, Natal Coastal District . 

Superintendent, Durban North-West Circuit 

317 Cowey Road 

Durban ' 4001 

15th February 1977 

Islamic Propogation Centre, 
47 Madressa Arcade, 
off Grey St. 
OJRBAN. 
4001. 

Dear Sir, 

Last year I brought a group of Students to the Mosque to learn 
about Islam and they found the visit very profitable. 

I would like to bring two different groups of about 15 each again this year. 
If it is convenient to you we would like to come on the following dates: -

Group 1. Thursday 24th February 5.l5p.m. tQ 6.15 p.m .. 
-" 

Group 2. Monday 7th March 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

I am restricted to these times as these students are from the Nata 1 College 
for Advanced Technical Educa'tion. , . 

Group I comprise Senior Students who are themselves instructtors and lecturers. · 
Group 2 comprise younger students aged approximately 19 years. 

Kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

Letter received by the Centre requesting visits to the MQsjid. 



1820 firttlrrs~ aS50ciat ion of 50utl) africa 

0"", Clacrlnnan: IJ C. _L~ 1/Iar 11 l/J. l:. 
~".....: 7 ~ B. 1IIdtJ 

Mr.Vanker. , 
Islamic Pr0p8f:8tion Centre., 
47 Madl'essa ArcadE!, 
]XJRBAN. 4~1 

Dear };1r .Vanker, 

nGlal ..... du 

806 J.J1 ••• &ulldJn". 8f1. jJfJor. Cltr. wesl on" Jfeld .melll. durfHal400 J. 
1820 SETTl $~' f\~SO(lW'::' : 1 p.o. flo. J64J. durfHm. 4000 

A'l!1."I!,r,t\~:"ffllflr- 7th Floor 'elephone: 3J-2935 

Syfrr.ts H~,t~ !! 

36 [,"'d '~; ~ h:t 

OUR~ .:'tN ·!Om 
29t~ April, 1977 

I write to confirm the arraneer.ent.fl Jnl;\(le for spproxinately 
30 19.d i.es to vis H your Mosque on 27th tmy, r'ricl~)y,at 9.30 a.m. 

1.'i~ look for :;iard to see i ne you. 

...9,:;". dl1 JCn;/-JI(7H:"'" 
TUEPHONES 751831. 752038 

P.O. 80x 8 

HILLCR'EST 3650 

Mr.V~nker, . 

Yours sincerely, 

IsIR~ t c Prnp~r~ tion C~ntre, 
47, r·!::t,nrer. ::; fl flrcad p , 

Durh.::'!n 4001 

Dear Sir, 

~/o n/) OL«) o. " 
~S) ~ 

. . _.- . -------
HIGHBURY SCHOOL SOCIETY LTD • 

(lNconPOnATED A •• O~'AT'OH 'HOT 1'0" OAIHI 

J4,{/',~ dfAMt; ' 

J~~~~/. 

25th February, 1977. 

« I ~ ~nr1nec t:i.0 11 \.Ji t h t hj 11 moY'n i n".'r: t ~l.'2T'hone conversation wj th ~ ' r V'. rlknr 1 II " ld 1' 1 t r' . your . ; ~; ' . ~ .,. . . .. !\: . . . l ~ ~ 0 ~.,u , rm t;h:'lt I'Irr::l!tr;p.m"' !l b:; \'1e::-e made for a group of 
St(. _ h 0Y.:: i. n Vl SJ. t your C~nl:r~ fit 9::'!.1T1. on 'J.'1.l0f; r]ay, 8th Harch. 

~! r-n :y thA.nk~ for YOllr co-op~rnt i op. :'Inn we look forward with pleasure 
to 011 r vi :<:;. t • 

YOU::-R fait~ful]Y, 

. L.( { l51...1 . ' > -
p.p.~1 .Conineham. r 

Letters of request for visits to the mosque. 
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IN IlIli NAMI:· OF AI.I. AII. 1"lfE nI:"NI:,..,c/,.:NT .,.,0:" M6·RClFUt. 
. . _ . .. . _ ... _ . .. _--

LtsliDl Youth Moucntent ISII-IN6fl 
',lCANeD 

:orporating : ISIPINGO BEACH ; ISIPINGO HILLS; ISIPINGO RAILS ; MALAGAZI : REUNION : UMBOGINTWINI) 

23th Oc tober, 197:;. 

M/s Is It\nlic l'rop0{j'ltion 
47/48 Mndressn Arc~de, 
orr Grey street, 
.I.1UltUAN. 

4001 

Dear Sir, 

ASS A LA). \ o-ALA IKUM 

Centre, 

I am d~rected to plnce on record our sincere 

npprecintion (\nd th~!d\!'> to your organisation 

for acceJltin~ 0111' il1vi Lation to seud down 

1,ecturers to I t~C tu're on Is lam to the people of 

Malltg(\zi and Ul1IlJo :~ iut"ini. 

P.O, Box 26051, 

ISlplngo, Beach, 
.filS 

Undoubtedly the l ~ c tur~s hnve Idndled tho liaht of 

Islnm in thesetllost tl Community, lDay Allah bless and 

. give your or~l\lIi~l\t, ion !';trell~th to COlltinue with the 

good \forlt. 

'l'hl\1Ild n ~~ Y01j, 

YOI1I'S fnithful Ly, 

' i'I)I/.: MU~~ L Thf Y OU'I'II ~I(.IV 1<~II ' ; N'l' 

III1J\NCII-

.' 

acknowledgement received by the Centre . . ' 

• A LL CORRESPONDENCE TO Dc A DDRESSED TO TilE SECRETARY • 
... -.-.•. . .. _ - --

"..--
~. 



HEADLINE ARTICLE IN THE - ISLAttIC - WORLD-
1'tA6A1INE WHERE A LEADING ARTICLE APPEARED 
ON DEEDAT. (JULY 1980). 
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THE DONATION OF AS-SALAAM LAND BY HAJEE S.I.KADWA 
MADE HEADLINE NEWS IN INDIAN NEWSPAPERS. 

(THIS ARTICLE APPEARED IN THE INDIAN VIEWS- MARCH 25,1959.) 

A , e""rou. ,,1ft of ..,.,enty· 
nv~ " er t A u( lAnd \,,.1 .. ('<1 nt 
( -1.'"") wn~ m:ulc h)' Mr. ~lIlr . 
man l!4mail ,\:"I'-"n or Utn1.lntn 
Nnt nl. 

Th" Inud ilill !titu~ t ('.t in t he 
rut ... tI·y or A lj· !,( ~"' trn. nt'"r 
tI ",~in(n. fm the ~uth t'Oft!\l nl 
Nntol. At I' ....... nl 1.,ln, u.'" 
rur ''''fln r ·c''n~ r,nUivftUun, tt 
hOR nn nnnuni Incom. DC !IOU 
whl, " Rum II", I'rnrnllftUnn 
Crnt.c ",III . "",Iy. unUI lh. 
trnnoC, r I. , ",.,.,Ird. 

Mr. Kftdwa hu IItlpulnted 
Ihftt Ihe "" nftUnn DC Ihe I.nd 
lit m:ulr "(or the rur1tnf1r. of 
Ihe rftrryln.: Ollt oC Ihe nhj...,l. 
or t h~ Crnt rr . Ihe ,lfur:\l:ftUon 

" I r~inr. " t'UI 1 ~"'m nn th(l' Mnt' 
• It( ~"llh Arrit'!'\" :'I ~ it" nim. 
1 1hf' C"nlr." rl\ ' ''I'f' ' n l f'!'t wUh :,11 

fI,.,::,ni o.c:tUfll1_ h:I\'inJ: A "inlil:t r 
~ in1. 

. T h,. <:,.nl r '" he'f'f'" • h:tl t 'h,,· 
; lim" (rom :t tl f",rr ~ ... ' h Afr l­
~ C:'I will rC"lIIpnnd tn Ihrl, nff" 

(nr " nAnt'inl n,,~il''' nnrr . Th "i r 
: ntltlr"~" I,, : t"l:tm'e rrnl ln~n t 'nn 
iCr.nl N'. 1'.0 . Box 2430. Ourhnn. 
IN.lftl. 

":- . .. - ~ .... ---

! 
. lt~~~ lt~'hu ct'U 

: ~I~~l"~ lt~~ ~ ~l 

of ' olnm In SOlllh Afrlcn." I ""HI'~I'J '~ 'iI 'I''1 : l 'l "' 1 ~ ' 
Thr Crntro ,. nnw worklnl .i ~.'tI ,. '1,U';1 ""Ieil! 'II~ ... it 

nn 1·lnn. 10 ool .hll.h ft Clllly. .1. ioq,. 't' '' '>{j 11 '1>,1 II ;~," OJ .... , 
lIe.lr.ed rrnl re for nil It. nell' 
yili ... On thl. Iftn,l. Ih' ("",ntre . \,... ,.· jl 11 '1111 'II ). '~ 'II :~ 'I tt 
III trnd. ,.' nhllnhlnR nn 1. lnmle .(I~ II\~ "11 tt l ~ 1 1\'>(1 '>(1 '11 
Scmill. r)'. Ih~ ftr. t nC It . kln,l ' . . . ,.Itl l lll , ."to:::l~ "'11 6,"t"l., ~~ . 
In Soulh ACrle • • At the Semi· • ~. . ::: ' • ,. " . , , ie"~ (1'" ,", "",. iI I 
na _ .. III .... t-I-.... _ ....... _-.,. ... - .. .. .. ~~,,-- "'-, .,.. . , . . .. . -.. " ' * '_';" ;'" / ........... "1,t" \lUt · " ... ., '. , _ . ' 

A "" ..... ..". - ~~lCC . '. - ~""-II 'ill ft .. tI ·~IJ;,.-' · - · · · - - · '" ':-'1.,,'" ' . •. \ .. to;. lola .. ' Here th.y- will' - Th. do;;;; of 111 ACftII of lAnd worth .£4000 10 the IoIAmle Pro- . ' .m. '"'I, . - '-': " _;,-"q 

" . 
:1; , q, .. 

r 
j.. ... 
r; ; .• 
. . p 

( .; ~ 
. ' :\ 
i. .. 
1,1 . 

'(1' . 
i l 

1 

left.n tile rellllOll of laWn. JIIIlf"tlo" Ceftt .... IIeeft here At Ihe ' !IItranee of hi. Ihop. I (1- lit ... . 400(100(1'14 '!thalli . " .' ; 
",.tf ft eomr-"U" atady of with Mr. Deedet, the Pre8ldent of the lalR",le J>rn,.ptlCIII .,t 'Iii ......... liiI. ~.a 1tI~'" -:'j 
nelliion (Hlndal"",. ChrreUa .. .. CeIItre. who. _t to ·1lnaI1 .. tho tran.fer ·ot t he IUId. .'. , il",~ 16 • . ~ ~:t l'kIIilIt I 
Ity al well a, other reIlI!lOllI) •.. ' . ,i · ):. ' , " . , , 

' And lll, _n, with .. hlds to .!, ' To dot., lila ' ~tr. hu lUI OYer 30,000 poett.rclll (a fall. ~'d hlti ""''' it " ~:t . ill. ' J " 
eoIT)' OUI effeetl .. l, tho ~It excellent record ot the "orlt coloor "I<tu .... 0 f the G r e y ~"'''1l ' ...... , ... . ",, ' ... · li"'~ ' . 
oC A mlmona.,.. The tralnlnlf lhey ha'le done In the hid of ' Street Moequa OIl 0fIf .Ide .nd 'h"lIj .... iIt ~ ~;" ' \lliiilt , 
wilt be II> planned ., to ",al" .. rrylnlt rlla .. to _·Mullm" .n ooUI". of r"a", on the h iI <\ ~ j 
the ",I_onary to preaeh to A ~1I.kno,", ttfltu", I, ~'The olher) hR.e heee publlllled by ~!II" ... ,"~, 'lt4 ""'lttl \1 '\111 ' .. .• ! 

the ."rtoua J'M"ftPlee of Soalh Qaraa Speeu" whleh eppeuw. · tltt C!eatr. . '1ft En"n.h, AIIi- ,' f"I .. 1 llVlt .Q~ ,,1. ... . ~... . .",. ' .! 
· Atrr .. and dable hi", to tallt eAeh _II, In the B_tl." 7'ri- . han, Ind Zulu. A .... loa fa ~=I ""'Itt) · 11 .... 1 ,··i.,'l'W" i 
Intelll",nU, aboat t.beIr . ~· ""lie Aftd the I,.",. '-N.'.I. ' 1'amII will .ppear _ . " . . ..~ ... ilI iiI~ ... ~: " ~ .... , .: .. j 
lion. < The- rHpOtIae to t hl, feAtu.. . ' ' 11\ ' on . ": ." 

.' In .ddltlon, the CeIItre".1I h ... been .., I!ftIOt .nd lbe '1'01. . ' In .ddltlon, . CofttJlllrati.,. Re- 11\10.. ~(tnl ' ",. "" ~~' . . :' j 
h" •• a School fill' CoftYerta. • ume of COl'ftllPOndenca from . " 11

001 el_ 1ft held In Our- futot, ~"Il "''''l(t ""~~ '~r6, : ' . 
whft'O tile e"'phul, will '" In thOee Interealed In ' lala", .., twon, NayYIlI. RII'I Vera I.",. . .f"': ",! " '. ' . : : 
teaehlnl the _er to J ... .... tIIat " full 'Ume petIOlI I, elA_ h a.e bet n "1.1r . u.utott "(t,,,, "Itlltbt. · " \i : I 
In", t he . radllJlent. of the ..ell· . etIIployed 'lo handle the cone.- . II.hed for coe.ert.. tile "'~m. , I OooIAm Mttha",med ' Soon . .. . . 
"Ioe 'nd oll'eM 'h. pnldl .. l · pondena ' 1tI En,,""h .... d Zulu. be.... of the Cntre eM !lrld ' l40 ru.,eno\de Road. U"'P,llI, ' . I 
oIde of tala",: Thl' Sehon! will . ' . p""~hlnl · ..... tall.. .nd Iiie- ' \ Durben ' NOI'tlI. N.ta .. ·. . . " ',' 

. . .1110 Inelade f.cllltI.. fill' the The Cnt.. h.. ""hllohed a . . I /' . 
trah.I", of lhe ",",,,,,rt.' ehlld· ·· nu",ber 0( InCo""aU.,. boob , 
.. n to t"II. thel~ pt... In tile on J,h .. n. Th_ Inetude "'!'he • . I ' :'" . ~ . " , 
M .. olI", .co", ....... lty. . . MUIII", .t Prayer" (llIuetrated IIAVlf YOU BBeAMB A BUB8CRIBlfR ynr . ~. ; 

It t., al_ hoped thftt At ' 8OIft8 wUh ,.hotolf8phe, It aho .. the , 'f' J • l 
· dlet.nt Culure, the ~tre WIll rel.Uo ..... lp of the lal"mle "ray . ", ; ..; ' . • 1 '.1 :. . ,'. ' I 
m"IIe • .,.lh,hI, • Medical Mlr tr to the teeehin .. of t he J.... . . . Rlf~D .. : ',', . '. . : , " ',. , . . ; • . ;-. _ ".':~ ... ,.' _. 
alonAry ' .. hl~h WIll pro.rde "nd Chrletl.nl), "Buylnl Uba • . , .,: AL-MU~DID .:.:- '· .... 1';;. • 

. medical ~_ .nd dlllJlell. lelAm" ' (Zulu mn".Uon of. . , '~., . . i 
aary ' fo~ ",,,,Iylnl medicine to "What I" 1"'",1"). "MabA"'. OROAN or Tm!: rSLAMIC . I!l or SOtmi AJ'lUCA" : ' I 
.. II wlthoat repnl to .. hatOftr m.d In the Old ."d tho N... . . J . . . . .' ;; ( 

· rellRl_ they "'." betonl to . .. Teotament.," ..... ''The Prtncl· ·· . '-.;t,NNUAL 'BUBS R',.,.'ON •.• ·J/f .; .. : .·.,·. : ' . .. , •.. ~. : I. · ' j 
The .equlolUon of til.. I.nd plea ok r.lam" · (An _lent .. , , . 

~n"!e!.'::.t:==~~y ~!:. ~~!:'::~ ::./:'~~ ':'t i . I . '.' ~I~::~,:~_'~.· '::. r .. > .'.: : ;::; i .·:~:);, ~ '.. '.. ~.'. 
pend tMlr Durben om .. to the " IA"'). The Centre Intend .... It,· ., 1 

:~~ :.:';:.:s;}=':~:~:~:~;.. P. O . ... , ~ " . " .. ;?t~::, : .. J!.:i:.~ 
'.~ .. , . . " ~ ' i : . , .;~>:. '" . ~ .. '" ' ~ " ~ t _ ~. n 

;.!.; . ' ·i: . . . . .. ... : : ~' ~ .'" . ·t · ' :I' : , : : ~ : .. ~. " ., . ~ ··, " : ~ ;" \l · ".K.tl. ~~ '!: 
J . ... . : ' .. : .01> , .' ... . . . : ~ .• : . ~ .~ . ~~ .. ~~~t..~.-":"" :'. 
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lIEfISPAPER HEADLINES ON THE "GREAT DEBATE" 
IN THE USA .-1986 

_ DOUG LoeIANC 
_ .... onodilO< 

'""" , ... ~ Wi"fC' _haf,_·, Ihrm In 
~MI. ,"·Iw,,,,. a ... t. "uul .... -M 
• '41"" .... ,"I./Iu' nl'hl ,. ... 1'\' .. " ... ·"., 

.lit .. "" ~ .... " a .. cl Mutllm tc,tVf,ar 
Ah"u"d Urf'd., .,an.'t'd aboul 
wMtMt tM Rib'- or l.M Qu"" II God"._ 
~Ch~:"~"H!!::= 
\hit Musil. S\ud ... u AltclC"iadolt 01 
uti MoneS.,-"~ ........ in W LSU 

Auembl)' CARin IlltM14'd • W'" 
crowd \han Pf("t40u. drbItn.. httd In 
~,.ml ... , ,PM and In Arrif,. 
n.·.· ..... . ,ttrr"'u, ut Ittr 1_1.",1 .. 
1·,." ..... lh .. I(:.·lIlrf·I"I .. .,t""' . ~tUlh 

n'~~--..;:~;I~=:' ~"= ;-:-IJd-=:::::" 
Euto ... 23, _hkh o..dM ~ 
wu loIOfnotrapftk and an arav",em. 
... Inll the dlvin, In,pit""o" 01 
Chrit&l.an I('npUalft. 
1..Mrr. whm • _rlQ,tft ~ frOM 
. ... "dlfher rae,.lM, r«, ... ,ed 

~ IIIDEO TAPES 

. OFbEBATE' . 

NOW A VA/LABLE!I! 

_ '. doro,~"'" cIrIi .. ,od. II< 
elluc""t«W . l001fUft1 flfc'dat. ttlrn 

r::::::!.~:Y :=~~~~I!: ~111~~~ ~~~:;: 
","I 'H' 11Il ...... .. 

$110· .... '1 u..e IN' I,uuk' IlIi .hlt" uf .".",ill.., .... confron\.Won. 
lit ,«alhod &Nt two 1nn .. o M had 
m.cl~ unC'oeIplirarnw, remark , 
llbuutUH"Qw· ... 
., .-~ .. lui tha&. - he' .... 1. '1 h~ 
"""'"doMiI~.andl ... 1I notdo ll 
_n. Moe .... k .... not !.he rtahl 
UYnt to do." 
hthc' .. IO~C'OntrnnU'tflk-follat., 
CO"'patlna w. &0 the- '-"'1'* .... ul. 
whu C"apcritM'td OM of tM most 
d, .. ".Uc c... .. "ioft. 1ft lh~ "r--~~~=~~!!:~~~~ 
~llhf"dftIMr. 

""I'hfo1 .. .,d .... eo"'''''ht·.'I. II . .......... 
.... II'lld'n.· ... .,...,.HlIItb. ... llt'ui,lltf 
l)corotllil. "1"tww ....... lChcfuuln ... .ul 
2000 fUll ..,. Saul of rlUSus., whO 
4Ickt't lilt. 0viMtaN." 
AIun& the' ..... 10 OamMC'UI. J"U' 
Christ ukf'dSauI whY H w. " kk kl", ............... -
s. .... rt hlfHd that qUHtJon "n 
_and~wi"',"," 100«<\1< 
.......... ........,end .. totd. 
-n-.· I ... ~U ... It,.lCh.'f'!tw~It~ .. • 
foft'ft fM ..... ~ a conf,"IJiun u( _ .- o>id __ "","I .. 

1IJ'Io - "ne.twldllioolYhand ..... ' .. 
- 1.nare, ............ SW....,n·L 
.,.. .. ..-•• _I'hoelon not 
_ 10 _-.- said. '"The 
_I, ,n' diIf~"nn Mlw"n the 
~ IftCItM~rislian l.thaf we 
III .... 1' nut u..- otdy ' .... IUI .. ' Suu IIC 
God. ..... Ilud~.-
n.._ .. ,..;c--I.IhoIli .... Cod'. 
WOldT' - "...irrd OM- I .... Iftr"" ·f'1 
\0 _ .. up , .. h rt"f,M .... , .... ~u. .. ,~ a.. 

1M Trinl\)" Iho nlldilr 01 .. i' ..... 
o~n. rf'tlCiou,I •• and wht'tMf UW 
"u.s ... nd \l~"." ., .. "'Inifm 1ft 
"I 'w,.h,,",,,," ,., "'¥r, ....... .. 

11"",1., ".""lIfO,,·,1 .... , a t • 
C'WlllloitriJil.u I"' .. wt .... , UK' Kit •• JIUMI 
Venion and Ihf' Mrv;.C"d St.andard 
V~r .. \H\. Ue Utft \he KSV di.UOIf:d 01 
\hi" ~1'lIIC' .. 1JrItnCt,en" in rrt~rinc" 
JMu •• " w ~I 01 (iud, 
nw- ~'V tt-""llIon - wlHWft DfrfodIl 
R'pt'.k"dty calkod .. 32 l4.·huWa of &M 
hllhHt 4"minf'ftn. betlttd b)t 60 (0-

opeoralinc drtnnmIMUon. " - (.MM 
.hal .... rd " .n Inlr.rpolilion • • • 
8du Ik-,.I.it;n and • CatwicMiun.- l:>NdI& 
said. 
n,(' Qur'1ft Inch" thai. Cod -doN 
not bo:I<I and 10 not ........... - o..dM 
said. 
"'ncidtonLaUr. the word -t...auueft .... 
PM .. "I" .,rudVl~. sir: SW ...... t .... 
\/MH. "(iffd ptuduc ..... hi •• un: 
n .... K.SV .Is ... h'~W!hI .. 1 N"rk , ... 
fl."l ",'rM'" whl~ u.... Kin. J ..... 
rttalnt"d 20, Ofordal Mid. Yf>II' *". 
\oM MSV tom",IUH rnwrC!d \hole J. 
__ e,M'S unde r "It"."r~ (rOM COft­
M'f"Q~ ",inis&Hl. o..ct.t ('W .... 
H. said IN! 1Il>'V ..... on,;n.Uy _ 
out an I('('OUnt 0( \M ~ of 
Jftu. lnlo Me",,", but,,*, rnlOttdk. 
-Wha, __ ........ ,........,....,...,.,..r 
Ill .... '"" .. "'t: .. ' I ........ ,hrt,.,...,.,. 
S-.....,t \UuII \M uIT-.·,llii.-e I" .. 
op'IM''C ,r.nwlt. br eddrcta1'tC.....,... 
CUft u( ...... "VIIi",. and otMft 
bditw 1ft: eon\tadic1iona In \M OW 
T_ 
11\11 boo_ I • • ~ or h."Off." 
Sw .... rl uicL " Not one .. padt:'''' 
or arch_a! din .... ..., .... 
pt, ....... IInt' li~ .. .,d In k." "'l', II I .. de uC ,ttuphl"l.""-. thu" .... 
and thou •• nd. ot p'ophule .... 
SwaMI" laid. paY.lln .. " And &Ny 
tOnK'lrue,-

at ....... t.It4" 1 .. 1,.'P'fUfl ..... n( 
........ .,.,..t,..Uc ...... . _"'_1_-10 _CIIriooiao __ ... 
_ .... _orGod. -_ ... _-
MKri,," J .... II LIiIe •• 1, .".....-_orGod. ..... _ 
~-(l'riH ...... c. . 
•• "tJ ••• LIiI. t te,d4 .el M - ... --. -___ ... 0...-1_ 

._ ... 10 ...... ... 

...... orlllla 



A RARE PHOTOGRAPH THAT CAPTURED A HISTORICAL 
MOMENT AT TtE NYN CONVENTION AT AS-SALAAtt IN 1974. 

(AL- DALAH VIlL.1.NO.7 NOY 1974) 

From left to right I 

Nr.A.90bat (Arabic Study Cirel.) 
Dr.Essaek (died "'10 ) 
Dr.GoolaM N.Hoosen (NYN) 
Nr.AhMed Deedat (IPC) 
Nr.G.H.E.Yanker .( IPC) 
Nr.No~y (Arabic Study Cirel.) 
Dr.D.S.Nall ( ) 
Mr.G.H.Agjee (IPC) 
Mr.T.Ra5sOOI (Arabic Study Criel.) 

and· young .embers of the NYN. 

'-



'." '. , ' . --:.0-:: ~.: ... 

I 

The! Second · .' ' 
AnnuaIG~neral . Meeting 

. I . , " . . 
. . . ·IOF . . '.' , ' .. 

The Islamic -Propagation Centre ...... . 
" I ' 

'. ,' " ' '.' . ' 
will . be held at .' :'J;, ' " 

, \ : , I , \ ' ,o . ' ' . 

Pine Street: Madressa Rail ·' .' 
~ ' Dol-baD ' ~., .. . ' " -,'., 
. :' . ' ............ ' . . . . . 

on Monday (Settl~r's Day) 'lth Sept;. 1959 . 
. . at 10 ! a.m. Sharp . .. .. . 

AGENDA: i .. ".- . 
, '1. Minutes I., 

, I 

2. S~~retarial Report 
'3. Treasurer~s Report '. 

, 4. Election :01 Office Bearers · 

..... . 

. 5. Amendments to Constitution , . 
6. ' General , ! ' , 

• I 

i . 

All MUSLIMS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 

. ' , ' 

A. K. S~LEJEE G. !;i. E. VANKER -:' 
lireasurer . .' . Secretary , , ,~ , , 

A. H. DEEOAT 
. President 

I '! ' .. ' , . ' ." .,' .. , :':: 
P.o. Box 2439 - 47 Madressa ~rcade, Durban - Phone 27054 .'. '. 

I ' . .. ~ . 

I
· .. ' ., ' ". , ' .. . 

t ,'. : . ::. ~,.:. " / ::/", ',,<, .. -},/ \' 

COpy OF A NOTICE SENT OUT TO ALL MUSLIMS INFORMING THEM 

ABOUT THE SECOND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE IPCI. 



IN THE EIGHTIES ... DEEDAT IN GABORONE 

COME AND HEAR · · · 

~~T BIBLE 
MUHU 

THURSDAY 

8th 
ecerTibe 
1983 

(8.00 p .m . Sharp) 

(PEACE 8E UPON HIM) 

AHMED DEEDAT 

SAYS 
ABOUT 

ED 
TOWN 
HALL 

(Gaborone) 

ALL CHURCHES AND DENOMINATIONS 
WELCOME 

ALL SEATS FREE - NO COLLECTION 
ALL QUESTIONS ANSWERED ... ', 

'uwd by ShIIrh A. 
Mu."'. 80x 20253 
G.btIrotN 
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IS 

A S}'f1POSIUf1 HELD IN THE SIXTIES II/ITH CHRISTIAN 
SCHOLAR,. DAVID LUk'HELE. 

GREAT SYMPOSIUM 

THE BIBLE GO 0' S wono 1 

Ahmed, H. Deedat David Lukhele 
'esident: ISLAMIC PROPAGATION 

CENTRE, DURBAN 
PROMINENT SEVENTH DAY 

ADVENTIST 

AT THE 

AVALON CINEMA 
CENTRAL ROAD, FORDSBURG, JHB. 

)N SUNDAY, 13th MARCH ' 1966 'AT 2 P.M. 

ALL W E LeO M E ....... ~ N 0 COL LEe T ION 
BRING YOUR BIBLE ALONG WITH YOU 

SPONSORED BY: YOUNG MEN'S MUSLIM ASSOCIATION BENONI 
r Benoni 3/ 66 



IN THE EARLY DAYS ••• THE IPC AND THE ARABIC 

STUDY CIRCLE WORKED IN CLOSE LIAISON. 

CLASSES WERE HELD JOINTLY BY BOTH GROUPS. 



," "" "" """: AND ~, - "" " ::i " . ... :~ ; :"::'_:1 

:'-HADJIE · ABDOELL"H· ~. 

ONE OF THE EARLIEST CHALLENGES AGAINST THE DUTCH 

REFORMED CHURCH (1961 ) 
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Volume 1 - Number 1 

MAY, 1961 
0,_ oll~. 

ISlAMIC PIIOPMiATIOII (00Rf 
' .0. lea 2439 o.n.. 

CIIANCE MEETING IN A LOCAL SHOP PROVIDES 
A MISSIONAIlY CONVERT FOR ISLAM 

THE African ('ntered the busy shop 
and wonder('d if here at last he 

might be able to procure the parti­
cular article he had becn looking for 
al1 morning. 

ITc approached till' l'!IImter hope' 
full y 01111.1 c:<plailu 'd his n'qll irclllents 
to the shopkeeper. It was whilst he 
was perusing the articles brought out 
for his attention that the proprietor 
engaged him in cOllversation. 

During the periud of their discourse 
the shopkeeper discovered the fact 
that his customer was Dr. Cabellah, 
a Christian Missionary and one who 
had the experience of twenty-five 
years in the field behind him. 

He then immediately introduced 
him to Mr. Vauker, the Secretary of 
the Islamic Propagation Centre, who 
happened to be in the shop at that 
time. They continued to talk and it 
was probably natural therefore that 
these two men with the same great 
common interest in Religion, yet at 
the same time with such dynamically 
opposed views on the Sll bjeet, should 
ultimately become ' firm friends . 

Dr. Cabellah then hc~an to be tI 

familiar figure at No. 47 Madressa 
Arcade as reli~ious debates, talks 
and discussions between himself and 
the Centre took place at more than 
frequent intervals. 

These comparative studies in reli­
gion spread thcmselves over a period 
of two years when finally at the end 
of last yeM Dr. Cabellah revoked his 
former beliefs and ideals to joyously 
embrace Islam amI to hecome a Mus­
lim attached to the Propagation 
Centre. The CC'ntre itself had indeed 
won a major battle. 

By the time he was 45 years of age, 
Dr. Cabellah had succeeded in ob­
taining a Master of Theology Degree 
in London and a Doctorate of Divi­
nity in the United States of America. 

Dr. Ernest CodfJeY Mlc:beels CabeIIah, 
MoTh. (Lond.). D.o. (U.s.A.) 

At the same time he has studied and 
assimilated the ramifications"of seven­
teen African languages, including th~ 
local Zulu tongue, Xhosa, Sesoto and 
Nyanja of Central Africa. He is also 
able to read, write and speak Hebrew 
and Creek, two great languages en­
graven in centuries of time and h~ 
tory. The fact that he has also found 
the time to marry and raise two young 
sons of four and two years of age 
would seem somewhat incredulous, 
hut his personal accomplishments 
apparently know no bounds. 

Dr. Cabellah's day is almost en­
tirely devoted to the service of those 
hundreds of people who Bnd their 
way to his office in the Centre. They 
come with queries and questions, 
seeking advice and consolation for 
the many urgent and burning spiri­
tual problems that they carry, and 

(Continued on back page) 

In 11._ nan,_ 0/ jjltJ.., 'Jr/~i q,aciow, 'Jr/Oji 'Jr/-,aJ,) 
BLESSED IS HE WHO SENT DOWN THE CRITERION 
TO HIS SERVANT, THAT IT MA Y BE AN ADMON­
ITION TO ALL CREATURES . . " {Holy Quran 25:1} 

Cover page of the Newsletter published by the IPCI. 

- 201-



FROlI1' PAGE OF #AL-BUBJiAAll#- NEliSLETl'ER OF THE EIGHTIES 

APRIL 1988 - RAMADAAN 1408 VOL. 1 NO.2 

Global Students in Durba·n 

DA 'WAH PROGRAMME IN SESSION 

A unique education programme is being con­
ducted by the Islamic Propagation Centre Inter­
national (I PC I) where 20 students from over 18 
countries have come to Durban for a two month 
intensive course on aspects of Islam and com­
parative religion. 

The students who range from a director of 
broadcasting to missionaries, store man to 
students have had their full tuition, board and 
air-fares sponsored by IPCI and the syllabus in­
cludes the Life of the Prophet Muhammed, 
Muslim Missions, Challenges Muslims · Face in 
the World and the Ouran. 

This is a pilot programme and attracted over 
400 applications from every country in the 
world. We finally selected 30 ·students but 
unfortunately due to communication problems 
only 20 ·arrived. The countries represented 
range from the U.S.A. to Palestine and Somalia · 
to the Phillipines. . 

We are trying to equip the students to cope 
Islamically with the ·onslaughts they face -
materialism, socialism and other ideologies 
which seem to have enamoured many Muslim 
youth today. . 

Abdullah Deedat, Training Programmer, said The tuition is provided by Brother Abdullah 
that Durban was an ideal centre because the Deedat and Brother Hamza Abdul Malik from 
education is in English and all students are profi- U.S.A. under the personal supervision of 
cient in English. Brother Ahmed Deedat, President of the Centre. 
r-------~----------------______________ ~ 



COpy OF THE MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE IPCI-17/03/1957 

--_ . . _-- _. -_._----

THE ISLAMIC PRO P AGA'l .N CENTRE. 

Minutes of the inaugural General Meeting of the Islamic propagation 
Centre, held on Sunday ·the 17th March, 1957 at the Pine Street 
Madressa Hall, Durban, at 11 a.m. 

..... 
. . . ~~ 

. ',' ~.~:~ 

. ... . ..., 

. Some ot those present were s·· : . .. :. .. ....... " 
. , ", . 

G.M.E. Vanker, A. H. Deedat, Ali Mahomed, A.S. Ballim, SU.leman 
Shaikjee, ?vfoosa Kajee, G.H. Agjee, camroodeen, C.S. V8nker, A.S. '. 
Noorgat, Chohant A.K. Salejee, Abdul KhAlek Christy, Vally uahomed, 
RichRrds, 

Constitution: 

A draft constitution ~a8 re~d by A.H. Deedat and discussed clause 
by clause and adopted unanimously on the proposal of Mr. Ahmed 
Ballim and seconded by Mr. Ali Mahomed. '. 

Election! 

p'resident - Mr. G. R.E. VF: nker Vias unt:. nimously elec:tpd President on 
the proposal of Mr. C.S. vanker and seconded by 
Mr. Moosa Knjee. 

Secretary+- A.H. Deedat was unAq~ously elected 9S SecretAry .on 
the proposal of I.H. Agjee and second~d by Su1p.m~n 
Shaikjee. 

" ~ 

. . . . 
. .... . ', '! 

Treasur~ - A .K. Salcjpe was elected as q Treasul"~r on the proposal ' .... 
oJ.' '''r. Sulp!ll~n Shaikj p.e and seconded by i\~r. C&rnroodeen. 

Regj.~t~rar - A. S. Noorgat was elected as Register'ar on the proposal 
otA.H. Deeqat and seconded by A.K. ::)a lejee. 

Comrni ttee '!'h~ fol10wtng lVp,re elp.ctp.d as corrunittHe mernbprs:-
I 

Sulemqn Sh.9ikjpe. Moosa Klljee, n.R. Agjp.e, (Wliity) vanker, 
'Jally ~~3homed. . I 

RESOLUTION TO ()PEN A BANKING ACCOUN'f --- ... _- ~-

Mr. :'11 003;,) Ki:-l Jee duely s~conded by Mr. i\.K~ -Cju·i9·t.Y ltIovpd thp. 
follovd.n~ r p.solution: - . 

This lIlpeting of the I:-51t'lrnic Propagption Centre, resolves thnt a . .... : .... . , 
J3::1ruting Account be opened ;t the Barcl~ys Bank, ~ueen Street, Durban,". ' .. 
AS soon as possible in t~rm3 of the C~ntre!s oonstitution clause 5 (a) . 
and to be operatpd by A.K. salejee and A.H. Deedat. .. ;'. 

After a vote of thanks to . thp chc.~ir, thp. meeting tC?rmin~ted at 
12:45p.m. 
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t •• · · ~ ~ •••••••••••• ·······························, . .. 
iN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE BENEFICENT, THE MERCIFUL .. 

L-:-_ - - _... - - • 

I, Ih,' IInd'·f\i~lIt· cl . h.1\ jnK IlIlIy 1I",1"r~luu,1 II", IN' hjllK' III hl.lI11 .lIul h,·jllK n)Uwill("(' cI ul II",jr trllih IhrollKh Ihe • 

ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE 
45/47/49 MADRESSA ARCADE. DURBAN PHONE 329518 

No . ....... ..... ... .... . 

I now r('canl my fcul11('r bt'li(" in c.#'.f Il.7?.4. !!( /.Y.. ...... .. ........ ...... ... .................. and 
heu'by d('cI.lre on my own fr('(' will and wi~h Ihal I ('ml.Hot", 1"1,,,". 
(A) I AFFIRM MY FAITH IN: . 
1. Allah, beside Whom there is no olher god, and MuhumlJll'd (pl'ace bt> upon ' him I) who is the last Prophet and 

Messenger of Allah; 
2. All the Proph('ts and M('ss('ngers of Allah, induding Abraham, Moses and Jesus; 
3. All the rev('.ll('d Books of Allah, the Holy Qur'otn b('ing Ih(' lasl and perfect one; 
4. All the angds \\'ho ar(' spiritual bdngs and obedienl servanls of Allah; 
5. The Islamic doclrin(', thai, the power of action proc('l'ds from AII •• h, alld ('very human being is morally responsible for 

his actions; 
6. The Day of R('surrection; 
7. The Day of Judgment. 

(8) I PROMISE THAT: 
(1) I will dl'dart' op"nly: LA ILAHA IllAllAH MUHUMMED·UR-RASUL UL·LAH. (1 h"H' i" II U ulher uhj," I of w(lI\hi,) 

but Allah and Muhummed (peace be with him!) is thl' Mes~enger of Allah); 
(2) I will offer obligatory prayers five times a day (according to prescribed rules); 
(3) I will observe fasts during all the days (from dawn to sunset) of the Muslim month of Ramadan, viz., will abstain from 

l"aeing, drinl<ing, smol<ing and sellual gratification in order 10 cultivate self-control and eradicate the inclination to 
sin; 

(4) I will pay the obligatory Zal<aat (social beUerml"nltall), it being due on the savings that will have remained with me, 
abc,,"c' the pr"~nih"d qu.mtity, fur on" compl,'''' yNr; 

(5) I ,,·iII perform Haj (Pilgrimagt' 10 Ml'CU) if I h.lW(, tlU' nU'am of duillg so. 

(0 I ALSO PROMISE THAT: 
(1) I will be good to my parents, relatives, neighbours and Allah's crt'ation in 8£'nel"al; 
(2) I will maintain fraternal relations with th~ faithful and will foster uniwersal brotherhood; 
(3) I will be just and fair and true in all my dealings and actions; 
(4) I will refrain from:-

(a) conferring godhead upon any human being or created ohject; (b) using alcoholic drinks; (c) such meats a~ are 
forbidden by Islam, like porI<, flesh of dead animals, carnivorous animals, and other lawful meats in the slaughler of 
which Affah's name is not invol<ed; (d) committing adultery; (e) speaking lies; (I) backbiting; (g) deceiving and 
defrauding, and all other evils prohibited by Islam; . 

(5) I will have the Holy Qur'an as my Guide and the Holy Prophet Muhummed (peace be upon him!) as my Model in aff 
the affairs of my lif". . . 

N~me ...... .. ................... .. .............. . ............ .. .................. Signature ... ~ .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . ..................... .. ..................... 
Father's Name ••.••.••. .. .. . .. • .•.•... . ..•.•.. . .... •• . • Identity No. . • ••.• ... .. ........... .... ................ 
Muslim Name .... .. .............. .. .. .. ................................ .. .. .. .......... .. ...... 
N' r atlona Ity .••••••..••... Sell •• • .••.•..• • ••••••••.•••• Profession . ••..••• ... .... ............ "nllll: ...................... .. .................... .. 

• .. 
• .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. 
~ .. .. 
t .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. .. .. • • .. 
* • • ,;-

-. .. ... .. • • • • ..... ........... ... ... ... .. ..... .. . .. .. ..... .. . ....... .. 
Pn'~('''1 Adcln'~~ /0. fl./J.f..J.; P./~tI.~/, .. . ~;1fS.1. .(!#.:1!!!.1J.({1f.~.1r-1.f.~--!??~ .. 
Conversion wilnessed by: . ~ 
(1) ••••••••••••• • • • ••• • •••• •• • • ••••••••••••• • ••• • •• •• •• Address .. .... ...... .... ......... ........ .. .. .. .... .. . ... 
(2) ••••• • • • • •• ••••• • •••••• • • • •• •• ••• • ••• • ••••• • • ••• • ••• Address .A. ................... . .... .. ....... . .. . .. .. ... v 
Converll'd by . .• • .... .. . . ..... • ... • .. . . . ... . ...... .... . Address • ... ............ ............. .... .......... .. . 
un Ihi .. .. ............ d .ll' Itf ................................ 1:1 ................ A.l1. 

...... ... .... .. 'si~~~~~~~' .. .. ... ........ ...... .. .. . 
at ...... .... ........ .. .... .... ............ .. .. .... ...... .. ........ .. .. .. .......... .......... ...... .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .... .. ...................... .... ...... ... ...... . ............. .. ..... . . . 

• -$-
,;-.. 
.I} 

~ .••••••••.•......•..................•........ ~ .. ~ 



BROCHURRS -PUBLISHRD BY THR IpcI (1980-1990). 

1. . 50 000 Errors in the Bible (a reprint of an article 

which appeared in the Reader's Digest -1955). 

2. "His Holiness" Plays Hide and Seek with the Muslims (An 

article referring to the Pope John Paul II). 

3. Why J.Gilcrease-A Baptist Sunday School Teacher 

accepted Islam. 

4. Fire in Your Bellies (An article on the effects of 

alcohol consumption). 

5. This is what happens when you marry outside 

Religion. (Addressed to Muslims contemplating marrying 

outside the Islamic faith). 

6. Forces tha~,Destroy a Nation. (on alcohol consumption). 

7. Islam at a Glance published in English and Zulu). 

8. The Lid's Off the Real Facts behind Who Challenged Who 

(pamphlet pin-pointing wrong claims of the Chrisitian 

Missionary,John Gilchrist). 

9. Corruption on the Doulous. 
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BOOKLETS AUTHOR YEAR PUBLISHED 

1. Resurrection or Resuscitation Ahmed Deedat 1978 

2. Who Moved to the Stone .. .. 1977 

3. Christ in Islam .. .. 1983 

4. The Muslim at Prayer(new edition) IPCI 1983 

5. What was the Sign of Jonah Ahmed Deedat 1976 

6. "Al-Qur'anUThe Ultimate Miracle .. " 1982 

7. D i meYi's-1-eRs. crt nrt-anr IPCI- -1988-

8. What the Bible says about Muhammad 

9. Crucifixion or Crucifiction 

10. What is His name ? 

11. Islamic Selections 

12. The God that never was 

13. Muhammad the Prophet of Islam 

Allmed DeedAT 

.. " 
" " 
" " 

" " 
Professor K.S.Ramakrishna 

Rao. 

14. Is the Bible God's Word? Ahmed Deedat 

15. An Address to the Muslims Chief Mangasothu Buthelezi 

16. Islam's Answer to the Racial Problem German Muslim 

17. Way to the Qur'an Khurram Murad 

18 Salaah -The Muslim Prayer unknown 

,Pc. - 8oolC.l6TS PIe.INTEJ) ItJ lHt Et~"TIE.S 
Clq~- IGJ C1) 

1976 

1984 

1981 

1983 

1983 

1985 

1980 

1983 

1982 

1986 

1982 

NUMBER 

180 000 

220 000 

250 000 

250 000 

250 000 

60 000 

so- GOG-

370 000 

200 000 

220 000 

100 000 

240 000 

230 000 

360 000 

20 000 

20 000 

unknown 

" 



DR 

N AME 
NAAM 

19 

TOWN 
OORP 

CR . KT. 

Slamps used 
Sei ls Gebruik 

1-1 / ... 
~R.· ~·(!) ·K ·UMIIJUU. /9 __ ~IfLrI WI'fJJuJ "3 3q 
IM/LI.Il. JA:!s. Ar -;/ltll.Jl'lo"./I · ' fl I4~ ' 
[])l2:-ds. jlt9~t9N IGki,b loW.AJ IRS.II ~ 

- -tt--t---1Itv. (j. / . -F,--- .It ~ "~dJ t;-. 

I, 
A page from the "STamp Book • Notice that a stamp worth just 

four . cents was recorded as being used! (Extracted from StampBook 

1979) . 
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ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE - DURBAN 

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1960. 

EXPENDITURE REVENUE 

Propagation 546. 14. 5 By Donations 2103. 13. 9 

Stationery 42. 19. 7 

Postages and Stamps 13. 6. 1 

General Expenses ._ ... 11. 13. 6 

Bank Charges 11. 14. 2 

Telephones 49. 18. 5 

Waaes and Salaries 1148. 8. 4 

Rent .... - . _- ._ ... 63. 5. 0 

Tuition Fees ...... • * .... 40. O. 0 

Travelling Expenses 10. 3. 0 

Audit Fees 2. 2- 0 

Net Income for the year 163. 9. 3 

R.2103. 13. 9 R.2103. 13. 9 

>= 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30th JUNE, 1960 

LIABILITIES ASSETS 

ACCUMULATED FUND CASH ACCOUNT 

Net Income for the year to Petty Cash 6. 4 
30th June, 1960 ...... 163. 9. 3 On Hand ...... 38. 13. 0 

Lessl DeScit, 
At Bank 230. 15. 4 269. 14. 8 30th June 1959 32 . 5. 8 131. 3. 7 ...... ...... 

CREDITORS 

As-Salaam (Seminary) llS. 15. 6 Portfolio 2. U . 5 

Danga L:ue Natal 13. 6. 6 Typewriter 11. 10. 0 14. 1. 5 
Natal Daily News 21. 8. 6 

C. Chamben ...... 2. 2. 0 152. 12. 6 

R.283. 16. R.283. 16. 1 

I have checked tbe above accounts with the books of Islamic Propagation Centre, Durban, and certify that they agree there­
with. I have not cheeked the vouchen. 

26th October. 1960. 
C. CHAMBERS. Chartered Accountant (S.A.) 

1 Lucos House. 30 Commercial, Road. Durban 

BALANCE SHEET AND INCOME & EXPENDITURE OF 
THE I PCI (1 960) . 
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In'lit. <All) Il' tho Wey of thy Lord with Wisdom end 'Beoulif~1 I'roKhinq; end rClSon with them in woyl thet .,. Best .nd HOlt Gleciou~. 
AI-O,,"n XVI. I~ 

j5lanlic ~ropagatioll ~entte 

45 HOOSEN'S BUILDING. 

116 QUEEN STREET. 

DURBAN. 
19.57 

fnvile (Allo I" I he. W;::: , ! :hy I.Ortl,," ;lh \vi~cJllIn and nt~lIti(ul I',c:lchillr.; :In •. 1 "':I~nn wjlh them in IV:lys Ihal are Rest and Most l . 

AI-Quran X 

.1 ~) [ IT III i ( ~~ r 0 P IT !l IT t ion 'lC e It t r e 
_ .- -_.=========::=:= 

.- ' 
.~'. 

P.O. Box 2439 
DURBAN. 

March, 1958 

Jh'JSLAMIC 
PROPAGATION 

CENTRE 

P.O. BOX 2439 
PHONE 27054 

47/4B MADRESSA ARCADE DURBAN, NATAL, SOUTH AFRICA 

16 August 1976 
19 Shabaan 1396 

The changing letterheads of the IPCl (1957-1980) 
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...... ~. . . 

ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE 
and AS-SALAAM 

'.0. '0. H" 
'MO'" 11054 
out IAN , NAtAL, 
SOl/TN AflltA 

.' 
'. 

'. 

Have you visited the Building Project of As-Salaam yet? 

SECRETARIAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT 

submitted to the 

3rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the ISLAMIC 
PROPAGATION CENTRE and AS-SALAAM held at 
the Pine Street Madressa, Durban, on 30th October,_ 

1960 

Copy of the Published Reports of the President and Secretary 

submitted to the Third Annual General Meeting held in 1960. 
J 

The drawing on the cover reflected the new mQsjid built at 

the As-Salaam Seminary.This building is still in existence. 
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B Newspapers 

1.Al-Qalam Durban Vol 16 No.8 Oct 1982. 

Vol 9 No.12 Dec 1984. 

Vol 6 No.2 Har 1982. 

2.Graphic Durban Vol 11 No.ls Dec 1962. 

3.Leader Durban 23 Nov 1973 

28 Nov 1988 

4. Indian Views Durban. 02 Oct 1956. 
.' 

s.Huslim News Cape Town Vol 13 No.24 Dec 1973. 

6.Sunday Tribune Herald Durban. 13 April 1986. 

7.Sunday Tribune Durban 30 April 1986. 

8.Zambia Daily Hail Zambia.Sat 23 AU9. 

c. MAGAZINES 

1.Al-Burhaan IPCI Publications. 

(Durban) Vol 1.No.l Dec 1987 

Vol 1 No.4 Dec 1988 

Vol 1 No.3 Nov 1988 

Vol 1 No.1 Dec 1987 

Vol 1 No.2 Jan 1988 

Vol 1 No.5 Jul 1989 

Vol 1.No.2.Apr 1988 

2.Islamic Order ( 

Isha at-i-Islam Trust.Harkazi 

Maktaba-i-Islaml, Delhi. Vol.3 No.3 1981. 

3.Islamic Review Jan-Feb.1962,Wokin9, United Kin9dom. 
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4.Mual1m Dlg.at Makk1 Pub11cat1ona, Durban. 

Vol 36/37 No 12/1/2/3 Jul/Oct 1986. 

Vol 39 No.ll/12 Jun/Jul 1989. 

Vol 38 No.10/11 Jun/Jul 1988. 

(Various other issues). 

5.Religion in Southern Science of Religion Society,Durban, 

Africa. Vol 3,No.1.1989. 

D.REPORTS OF MEETINGS. 

1. Secretary-General Report of IPCI 

2. Constitution of the IPCI 

3. Minutes of the Secretary (AGM) 

4. Published Rep~rt of the Secretary (IPCI) 

5. Minutes of the Exective Committee of IPCI 

6. Lease Agreement between MYM and IPCI 

7. Lease Agreement between MYM and 

As-Salaam Educational Institute 

8. Published Report of the Sec-Gen 

9. Income and Expenditure Accounts and 

Audited Balance Sheets of IPCI. 

10.Letters of Confirmation from 

Russel Harriot Trust. 

11.Notorial Deed of Trust of IPCI 

12.HYM Convention Brochure 

13.Handbills posters and Pamphlets 

of the IPCI. 
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27 Jul 1958. 

Jul 1959 

7 Sep 1959. 

30 Oct 1960. 

22 Dec 1960. . 
16 Aug 1973. 

15 Apr 1984. 

23 Sept 1961. 

1957-1980. 

29 Harch 1985. 

1972. 

1959-1991. 



E. INTERVIEWS 

1. Dr.D.S.Hall 

2. Abdul Kader Simjee 

3. M.A.Khan 

4. Mrs.K.Vanker 

5. Ahmed Deedat 

6. Yusuf Hohammedy 

7. G.H.Agjee 

8. D.R.Khatree 

9. E.Jadwat 

10.Yusuf Deedat 

11.Yusuf Buckas 

F.OTHER SOURCES. 

18 July 1989. 

11 September 1991 

17 August 1991 

30 August 1990. 

various dates (1989-1991) 

23 July 1989. 

various dates (1989-1991) 

12 December 1990. 

23 February 1989. 

30 August 1990. 

20 June 1989/12 Sept 1991 

Durban. 

Durban. 

Shallcross. 

Durban. 

Durban/Verulam 

Durban. 

Durban. 

Durban. 

Durban. 

Durban. 

Durban. 

1.16 mm Film on the Celebration of the Fourteenth Hundred Qur'anic 

Centennial Celebrations.Filmed by Dr.G.H.Karrim. 

2.Telegram sent by IPCI to the Pope at the Vatican City 1984. 

3.Various letters sent by IPCI to sponsors. 

4.Following Files at the IPCI main headquarters: 

4.1 Conversion Files. 

4.2 Correspondence Files for Literature. 

4.3 Postage Account Files. 

4.4 Newspaper Clippings File. 
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