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INTRODUCTION.

Da‘'wah (invitation to Islam) is an important obligation in
Islam.All the Prophets of Allah including the Holy Prophet
(SAWS) were assigned by Allah to convey His message and make
Da'wah to people.Allah speaks about the Prophetic duty as
follows:

"We send the apostles only to give good news

and to warn:so those Who believe and mend

(their lives)-upon them shall be no fear,

nor shall they grieve."

al-Qur'an 6/48.

In several places in the Holy Qur'an the role of the Holy
Prophet (SAWS) 1is clearly defined,which also included,
amongst other duties,to carry out da'wah to mankind.Allah

confirms this in the Qur'an saying :

"We have not sent thee but as a universal
(Messenger) to men,giving them glad tidings,
and warning them (against sin),but most men

understand not." al-Qur'an 34/28.

As the Prophet Muhammad (SAWS) was the last Prophet and
Messenger of Allah, the task of calling people to Allah
(SWT) was subsequently entrusted to the entire Ummah
individually and collectively.This calling to Allah is to

both Muslims and the non-Muslims,

-



There are two types of da'wah - that which is directed at
Muslims exclusively and that which is directed at
non-Muslims in general.Da'wah to Muslims has certain legal
obligations and implications.This type of da'wah is beyond
the scope of this study.Da'wah to non-Muslims is done by
indirect methods such as by reflecting the Islamic character
in everyday 1life and in social dealings rather than by
imposing and forcing it wupon them. This study restricts
itself to the role of the 1Islamic Propagation Centre
International in the field of da'wah directed mainly to

non-Muslims.

The Islamic Propagation Centre International 1is a unique
experience for Muslims since it came into existence with the
primary objegtive of propagating Islam through organised
missionary activities. Its da'wah methods include conducting
guided tours to Mosques followed by short talks on Islam,
holding public. debates and lectures and disseminating free
Islamic literature. These methods have attracted both
negative and positive reactions from Muslims., Nevertheless,
the 1Islamic Propagation Centre International has made an
indelible impact on Muslims. Recently,its founder.Mr.Ahmed
Deedat was given the prestigious King Paisal Award for his
contribution to da'wah work and this has led to the Islamic
Propagation Centre International gaining recognition from
several Muslim governments and Muslims at large.
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So far,no objective academic study has been made of the
Islamic Propagation Centre International, therefore I
proposed to undertake this study,which will assess the
Islamic Propagation Centre International from an Islamic

perspective,evaluating its role in the field of da’wah.

Aim of Study

1. To investigate the scope and meaning of da‘wah in Islam.

2. To evaluate the aims,objectives and da‘wah methods of the
Islamic Propagation Centre International.

3. To assess the role and contribution of the Islamic

Propagation Centre International.

The Islamic éropagation Centre International is perhaps the
only international Muslim organisation that éonducts
organised da’wah activities in the manner in which it
operates. The literature of the IPCI has a wide distribution
in the Muslim world and the IPCI is regarded as one of thé
richest private Muslim organisation in Africa.There is
perhaps no other Muslim personality like Ahmed Deedat,the
President of the IPCI, who had the courage to challenge

international evangelists on such a large scale.
However,despite these achievements at home and abroad ,one
has to concede that the IPCI has certain shortcomings which

need to be addressed with the aim of having them rectified.
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The present leaders of the IPCI have failed to train and
prepare’ young persons to perpetuate the mission.This flaw in
the organisation could weaken it and could expose it to
self-destruction when the present'management are no longer

there.

The first chapter of this thesis deals with the meaning and
scope of da‘wah in Islam.The concept °‘da‘wah”® and its
implicatiohs are discussed.Chapter Two concentrates on the
history of the Islamic Propagation Centre since 1its
establishment in 1957.Likewise,the reasons why the IPCI was
formed,its formative years and activities until it became an
international organisation in the eighties are also
discussed. The "third chapter deals with the present President
and founder-member of the IPCI,Mr.Ahmed Deedat.A -brief
biography of him is outlined and his contributions to the
IPCI are assessed.Chapter Four is devoted to the activities
of the IPCI on the international scéne.Chapter five is the
conclusion and in it ,its role and contribution are

discussed and evaluated.
This study has relied very heavily upon empirical

:esearch.Huch of the information has been gathered frém oral

evidence authenticated by collabarated reports.
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Much information about the formative years have been
gathered from the published and unpublished reports of the
Chairman and secretaries of the IPCI.Information on the
latter phase has been gathered from newspaper reports and
collabarated by the official news publication of the IPCL

_"Al-Burhaan. "

Since the inception of +the Islamic Propagation Centre
International in 1957,the organisation was known as the
ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE. However,in the early eighties,the
name was changed to the ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE
INTERNATIONAL,

For purposes of uniformity, I have maintained the name

Islamic Propagation Centre International (IPCI) throughout
the dissertation. |

~-ix~-



g.. °
The Arabic word "da'wah" ( Yj.‘ > ) is derived from the

verb da'a ( lZ.S ) which means to invite,to call,to pray or
to supplicate.The word da'wah itself means a call, an
invitation or supplication depénding on the context in which
the word appears.For instance,in the following verses of the

Qur'an ,it is used to mean a "prayer" or an "invocation".

"When My servants ask thee concerning Me,I am
indeed close (to them): I 1listen to the
prayer of every suppliant when he calleth on

Me." [1]

In another verse,Allah says:
For Him (alone) is prayer 1in truth :any
others that they call upon besides Him bear
them no more than 1If they were to stretch
forth their hands for water to reach their
mouths. But it reaches them not. For the
prayer of those without faith is nothing but

(futile) wandering (in the mind) [2].

1. al-Qur'3n, 2:186.
2. al-Qur'an, 13:14 (Other reference - 35: 14).
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In Surah al-Rum (Surah 30), the word da'wah is used in the
sense of Resurrection,when Allah will resurrect mankind by a
single call.

*"Among His 8Signs 1is this,that heaven and

earth stand by His decree;then when He calls

you (by) a single call from the earth

behold,you come forth (immediately) " (1] .

The term "da'wah 1in Islam®" , however, is used as a concept
with a special meaning.Used with the Arabic preposition
mi1am c;”.,)thetemdaﬁzué';auén( i‘b\{}‘}u; )
means specifically inviting or calling to Allah, His words,
His teachings or inviting towards Islam.Says Allah in the

Qur'an :

"Let there arise out of you a band of people
inviting to all that is good.Enjoining what
is right and forbidding what is wrong.They

are the ones to attain felicity." [2])

In another verse,Allah says :
Who 1is better 1in speech than one who calls
(men) to Allah,works righteousness and says:

'I am of those who bow in Islam.' " [3].

1. al-Qur'an, 30:25
2. al-Qur'an, 3:104
3. al-Qur'an, 41:33



There are likewise various derivations of the verb da‘; (Kﬁ)
with the preposition 'ila ( (J)) used in the Qur'an,the
meanings to which allude to calling,inviting,summoning
etc. The texrms da'wah and tablféh are often used
interchangeably in Islamic terminology to mean the same
thing.The wozd,tablfgh is derived from the second form verb
‘ballagha ( F ‘, ) which means to convey,to transmit, to
impart,to communicate and so on.There are numerous
derivations of the word _tabligh in the Qur'an which carry

Similar ﬁeanings.

In Surah al-Ma'idah, Allah says :

lo) Apostle ! Proclaim the (message)
which has been sent to thee from thy
Lord.If thou didst not,thou wouldst not
have fulfilled and proclaimed' His
Mission.And Allah will defend thee from
men (who mean mischief).For Allah does

not guide those who reject faith." [1]

In another verse Allah says:
"(It is the practice of those) who preach
the Messages of Allah,and fear Him and
fear none but God.And enough is Allah to

call (men) to account." [2]

l.al-Quz'an, 5:70.
Z.QL;QnILEnL__33:39 (other references ,36:17 +7:68;14:52)
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Calling to the way of Allah was a duty and an obligation of
all Prophets of Allah from Adam (AS) to the last Prophet
Muhammad (SAWS).In fact,the main duty of all Prophets was to
pass and explain the Message of Allah to mankind.As Allah

says :

Allah did confer a great favour on the
Believers when He sent among them an
Apostle from among themselves,rehearsing
unto them the signs of Allah,sanctifying
them,and instructing them 1in Scripture
and Wisdom,while,before that,they had

been in manifest error [(1l1].

As the Prophet Muhammad (SAWS) was the last Prophet of
Allah,the task of calling people to Allah was given to the
entire Ummah iﬁdividually and collectively.In his 1last
pllgrimage,the Holy Prophet addressed almost a hundred
thousand companions on the plains of‘hrafat and called upon

them to bear witness that he had delivered the Message
(2].

l.al-Qur'an,  3:164.
2.Bashier,Zakaria : Sunshine at Madina, p. 120.



In a padIth narrated by 'Ikrima Ibn 'Abbas in al-Bukhari,the
Prophet asked the people to convey the Message to others:
"Those present shall convey this to those who are
absent.Perchance those to whom this 1is reported be more
deligent and more thoughtful.Do not revert after me,
becoming as unbelievers engaged in smiting each other's
necks." [1].

Thus Muslims are required to invite all to Islam.Allah says:

"You are the best of peoples evolved for
mank ind enjoining what 1is right,for-
bidding what 1is wrong and believing in

Allah." [2]
In another verse,Allah says

"And 1let nothing keep thee back from the
Signs of Allah. After they have been
revealed to thee:and invite (men) to thy
Loxd and be not of the company of those

who join gods with Allah." [3]

1.Al-Bukhari,Muhammad ibn Isma'il : Sahih al Bukharl,Kitab
al-liaid, (English translation),Lahore,Kazi Publications,
Volume II pp 460-1.

2.al-Qur'an, 3:110

3.al-Qur'an, 28:87



According to 1Islam,a Muslim 1is required to propagate and
proclaim the teachings of Islam at two levels:firstly,to the
Muslims and secondly, to the non-Muslims- but the methods of
conveying to both will differ in strategy: A Muslim who has
accepted 1Islam has now the task to actualize the divine
instructions.The task of actualizing the teachings is never
complete for any Muslim individual.Hence da'wah is
necessarily addressed to him ,to persuade him to implement
the divine teachings.The Muslim could be compelled to carry
out the shar'iah (Islamic law ).The Islamic state can punish
the Muslim who violates the shar'iah (Islamic law)
obligations.

In reference towards da'wah to Muslims, Allah states in the

Qur'én as follows :

"Let th;r; arise out of you a band of
people inviting to all that is good,
enjoining what 1is right and forbidding
what 1is wrong:They are the ones to

attain felicity." (1)

The Holy Prophet himself attached great importance to the
preservation and propagation of Islamic teachings in theory
and practice.He dealt profusely upon the subject and

encouraged people to 1learn and preserve his teachings and

to convey them to others.

l.al-Qur'an, 3:104



Anas bin Malik (RA) reported that the Messenger of Allah
delivered a sermon in which he said: "May Allah cause a man
to prosper who hears something from me, preserves it and
then in turn conveys it to others as they heard it,for many
a carrier of knowledge conveys it to others who are better

and deeper in understanding." [1]

Following from this, the Prophet himself sent several
teachers to new groups of Muslims.For instance,soon after
the pledges of 'Agabah,in the eleventh and twelfth years of
his mission,the Prophet (SAWS) sent Mus'ab bin 'Umayr to

teach the new Muslims in Madinah. [2]

The second level of da'wah and more important one, is da'wah
directed towards the non-Muslims.However,in the da'wah to
non-Muslims,there is no force to be applied.The Qur'an

states the following in this regard:

"Let there be no compulsion in religion." [3].

Da'wah directed towards Muslims and non-Muslims places Islam

in a unique position.

1l.Sunan Abi Di'ﬁd,&i;ﬁh_al;;le,,Volume 3,Chapter
1378 No.3651.

2.81ddique,Abdul Hamid : The Life of Muhammad, p 118.
3.al-Qur'an : 2:256. -7-



The directing of da'wah to Muslims as much as to non-Muslims
is 1indicative of the fact that,unlike any other religion,
Islam 1is never a falt accompli.Islamicity is a process which
passes through stages and which is demonstrated in belief as
well as in practice.

The Holy Qur'an and the Sunnah have 1lald down certain
guidelines for 1inviting people to 1Islam.Central to these
guidelines 1is the importance attached to the character and
personality of the da'iyyah (one who calls to Islam).It is
expected of the da'iyyah to be pious,humble, truthful,patient
and tolerant.The da'iyyah must be the very embodiment of
what he 1is preaching.In this regard Allah puts foward a

question:

"Do you enjoin right conduct on the
people éna forget (to practise 1it)
yourselves,and yet you study the
Scripture ? Will you not understand ?
(1]

The Qur'an wishes to establish the fact that the effect of
the da'wah should 1in the foremost faill upon the caller
himself otherwise his call would be futile.The da'iyyah must
pPossess large-heartedness and forbearance.The Qur'an has

commanded that even the worst enemies should be spoken to

gently.

l.al-Qux'ap, 2:44 (other reference 61:2-3)
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For instance, when the Prophets Musa. (AS) and Harun (AS)
were asked to take the Divine Message to Pharoah,they were

commanded by Allah to speak to him mildly:

"Go both of you ,to Pharoah,for he has
indeed transgressed all bounds.But speak
to him mildly: perchance he make take

warning or fear (Allah)." [1]

Those who call towards Allah are admonished to observe

self-restraint even under the worse conditions.Allah says :

"And 1if you do catch them out,catch them
no worse than they catch you out: but if
you show patience,that 1is indeed the
best (course) for those who are

patient." [2]
and

"For Allah iIs with those who restrain

themselves and those who do good." [3]

l.al-Qur'an, 20:43-44
2.al-Qur'3an, 16:126
3.al-Qur'an, 16:128



1.2 The Scope of Da'wah in Islam.

There are two categories of da'wah: firstly,active da'wah
which 1includes such actlions on the part of fhe da'iyyah as
talks, writings, dialogues, the use of modern technological
mediums such as the radio and television and other means.In
the Surah Noh! (Surah 61) which is devoted entirely to the
Prophet Nﬁh's (AS) preaching to his followers,Allah
describes the method of da'wah undertaken by the Prophet.Nﬁp
(AS) explains that he called his people night and day but
they put their £fingers in their ears (71:5-7). The Qur'an

states :

"So I have called to them aloud.Further
I have spoken to them 1in public and

secretly in private." (1]

All the Prophets of Allah engaged in physical means of
persuasion 1in the form of sermons, dialogues and debates
with their people.Secondly, the most effective means of
da'wah had been the very character and personality of the
Prophets.In fact, this passive da'wah, indeed resulted in
hundreds of people accepting Islam at the hands of the Holy

Prophet (SAWS) and the early Muslims in subsequent history.

l.al-Qur'an, 71:8-9.
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Islam does not necessarily call for every one to be a
missionary in the 1legal sense of the term, but there will
always be a group whose task will be to do da'wah.As Allah

says

"Nor should the Believers all go forth together:If a
contingent from every expedition remained behind,they could
devote themselves to studies 1in religion and admonish the

people when they return to them... [1].

The duty of da'wah is thus classified as a farq-al—kifayah
(collective obligation) in Islamic jurisprudence.That is, as
long as there are reasonable groups of Muslims in the
communipyl undertaking the task,the obligation is fulfilled
on behalf of all others.If no persons are enqaged in this

type of work at all,then they all have to bear the

consequences of the sin.

An important and indeed fundamental principle of da'*wah to
non-Muslims ,is that there is no coercion into accepting the
call.The one who 1is 1invited may or may not accept the

da'wah.The onus is on the person who is invited to accept.

1.al-Qur'an, 9:122 (Other reference 3:104)
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Allah says clearly in the Qur'an as follows:

"Say:'The truth is from your Lord':Let
him who will,believe, and 1let him who

will, reject (it). (1]

Forcible conversion 1is under all circumstances vehemently
discouraged; and any attempt at coercing a person to accept
Islam is 1indeed a sin.The called must feel absolutely free
of fear, absolutely convinced that the judgement he reaches
is his very own.The Qur'an specifies the means of method
that 1s to be used.If the case is put to the called, and he

is not convinced then he must be left alone.Allah says:

" 0 ye who believe ! Guard your own
souls: If you follow (right)
guidance,no hurt can come to you from
those who stray.The goal of you all is’
to Allah : it is He that will show you

the truth of all that you do." [2]

l.al-Qur'an, 18:29
2.al-Qur‘'an, 5:108

-12-



When the Prophet's enthusiasm in calling men to Islam

overstepped, Allah reminded him in the following way :

"If it had been thy Lord's Will,they
would all have believed-all who were on
earth ! Wilt thou then compel mankind,

against their will, to believe . [1]

The gravity of what is being asked demands that the person
making the decision do so 1is fully aware of all the
:consequences,spiritual,social and material.Allah reassures
the da'iyyah that it 1is not he who converts men to Islam
but Allah Himself does it provided they show their keenness
to seek the truth and accept it.Once the call has been made

the matter is to be left to Him.

"It 1is true thou wilt not be able to
guide everyone whom thou 1lovest; but
Allah gquides those whom He will: And He
knows best those who receive guidance.

(2]

l.al-Qur'an, 10:99
2.al-Qur'an, 28:56 (Similiar message is expressed in

Surah 17,Verse 15.)

-13-



In his da'wah effort, the da'iyyah 1is prohibited from
hurling abuses to other religions or religious leaders.Allah
warns in the Noble Qur'an as follows:

"Revile not ye those whom they call

upon besides Allah,lest they out of

spite revile Allah in their

ignorance." [1]

whilst the da'iyyah 1is allowed to argue against the false
beliefs of others,he 1is not allowed to redicule their
beliefs whiéh could hurt, thereby, the feelings of the
persons he 1is calling.In this respeét every Muslim should
respect and 5&11eve in the dignity of mankind regardless of
rellgion,natlonalltx' or colour. It 1is therefor; not
iequtred of a Muslim to call the non-believers to account
for their disbelief.This world is not a place of judgement
for on the Last Day,Allah will call them to account and on

that Day he will requite them.Allah says in the Qur'an

"If they do wrangle with thee, 3Say:
'Allah knows best what it is ye are
doing.Allah will Jjudge between y&u on
the Day of Judgement concerning the

matters in which you differ.'" (2]

l.al-Qur'an, 6:108
2.al-qur'an, 22:68-69



on the contrary ,the caller is commanded by Allah to rather
use the best means possible at his disposal for his da'wah
as Allah stipulates:

"Invite (all) to the Way of thy Lord

with wisdom and beautiful preaching;

and argue with them 1in ways that are

best and most graclious;for thy Lord

knoweth best who have strayed from His

path." (1] I
Commenting on this verse of the Holy Qur'an, Abu al-A'la
al-Mawdidl elucidates as follows: "Hikmah means that the
tone ,manner, method and content of the invitation to truth
and the exposition of the dfh of Islam should be adjusted
judiciously according fo the occasion, place, prevailing
circumstances: -and intellectual and educational level of the
listeners. 'Excellent admonition' implies two things: (1)
One should not be content with convincing the addressee with
arguments alone but should also appeal to his
feelings.Likewise one should not confine oneself merely to
arguments in condemning evils and deviations but should try
to convince the others of their repugnance that 1lies
embedded in thé human nature...(2) Admonition should be

administered 1in such a manner as to show sincere concern for

and the welfare of the addressee. [2]

l.al-Qur'an, 16:125

2.Abd al-'A'13 al-Mawdudl : The Meaning of the Qur'in,
Vol 6, p 106.
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The Qur'an states that the caller must apply the best means
which implies that one should use sweet language ,display
noble character and put forth reasonable and appealing

arguments.

In view of the nature of da'wah in Islam it is clearly
discernable that,the spread of Islam throughout its history
was certainly not restricted to the conquest of lands.The
conquered people accepted Islam willingly, either because
they were fascinated by |its teachings and practicality or
because by accepting 1Islam they could rid themselves of

their previous religious, political or social oppressive

system. [1]

There 1is no doubt that the most important factor in the
spread of 1Islam was and still is its very character as an
all-inclusive, all- embracing and all-comprehensive way of
thinking and 1living which is relevant to all facets of human
life.Moreover 1its simplicity of beliefs, practicable way of

life, with clear directions of do's and dont's 1in all
aspects of life.

1.8.8.Nadvi : BReal Causes of the Spread of Islam in
Religion in Southern Africa,Volume 3,No.1 p.34.
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TER TWO

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
OF TH SLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE INTERNATIONAL.

2.1. EMERGENCE OF THE IPCI

The emergence of the Islamic Propagation Centre
International in the 1950s is closely linked with the Arabic
Study Circle as will be shown later [1].The Arabic Study
Circle is still in existence today.

During the years preceeding the formation of the Centre,the
two most active and popular Muslim organisations that
existed were the Young Men's Muslim Association (YMMA) and
the Arabic Study Circle (ASC).The YMMA was founded in 1942
and the §rabic Study Circle in 1950 [2].Both these and other
smaller study groups and societies in Durban,served the
interests of Islam and the Muslim community.Some of them are
the Natal Muslim Council,the Buzme Ikhwanus §aff5,the Muslim
Darul Yatama Wal Masakeen and the Jam'iat- ul- 'Ulama'-most

of these were based in and around Durban [3].

l.Interview with the President of the Arabic Study Circle
Dr.D.S.Mall.1l8 July 1989.Durban.

2.Ibid., 18 July 1989.

3.Muslim Organisations in Indian Views,Durban,2 October

1956, p 6.
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The YMMA was originally known as the Africa Muslim Society
which was formed 1in 1936 in Durban [1].The maln purpose of
the organisation was to help the converts to have a better
understanding of Islam and 1its teachings.In 1942 the
organisation changed 1its name to the YMMA.The Chairman
during this period was a certain businessman known as
Sikander Murchie.Among the activities of the YMMA, was the
distribution of pamphlets on Islam,the production of Islamic

calendars and the organising of lecture programmes.

A regular feature of the Assoclation was the weekly
distribution of pamphlets on Fridays in English and
Gujerati.The Arabic Study Circle (ASC) on the other hand was
formed not only to promote the Arabic 1langquage amongst
Muslims,but "it was also formed to promote Islam as well.The
Circle was initiated by a group of young Muslims.One of its
main activities which 1is still being carried out to the
present day 1is the organisation of an annual speech contest
on various aspects of Islam.Participants from various parts

of South Africa took part in the contests.

1.Interview with ex-secretary of the YMMA +Mr .Abdul Kader
Simjee,11 September 1991.Durban.
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Apart from the speech contests,the Clrcle invited promlnent
Muslim scholars from overseas to conduct lecture tours in
South Africa.During the perliod 1954-1957 [(1],the Circle

invited Joseph Perdu [2].

A series of Sunday talks were organised by the Circle in a
hall 1in Pine Street in Durban [3].Within a short perlod of
time,the Sunday talks by Joseph Perdu became very popular
and the number of people who attended his talks increased

considerably.

1. Muslim Digest,Durban,June/July 1988, Volume 38, Nos 10
& 11, p 32.

2. Joseph Perdu was a Christian convert from England.He
studied Islam at the University of England.It was later

discovered that Joseph Perdu was a follower of the Bahai

faith.
3. The ASC held its classes at the building which is
presently being occupied by the Jam'iat-ul-'Ulama' and

the Muslim Darul Yatama Wal Masakeen-(379 Pine Street,

Durban).
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Although Joseph Perdu himself became a subject of intensive
controversy in the Muslim community at the time [1],a large
number of Muslim individuals were influenced by his lectures
(2].The enthusiasm displayed at the Sunday talks led the ASC
to initiate a new programme,called "Bible Classes".

These classes followed the talks given by Joseph Perdu.Those
who remained behind were enthusiastic about studies in

comparative religion.

Amongst them were prominent members of the Circle such as
Ismail Manjra,Ahmed Deedat,G.H.Agjee [3] and several others
from the community.Since 1its inception,the classes were

conducted by a Mr.Fairfax (an Englishman who had accepted
Islam) [4].

1. In some of his lectures,Joseph Perdu made certain
statements against the Qur'an and Sunnah.This caused a
stir in the Muslim community.

2. A substantial number of letters of support for Joseph
Perdu and the effect of his lectures upon individuals
appeared in local newspapers and especially in the
Indian Views, 30 October 1957-31,December 1957.

3. More information about these individuals appear on
page 6.

4. Report of the Secretary-General (IPC) presented at the

First A.G.M. held on 27 July 1958, p 1.
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Unfortunately,the classes lasted for a few weeks only owing
due to the departure of Mr.Falrfax from South Africa.However,
by a unanimous decision of those who attended the classes, it
was agreed that the classes be continued by one of the
students in the group,a young but knowledgable student of

the Bible,Ahmed Deedat (1].

2.2. THE FORMATION OF THE ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE

INTERNATIONAL .

The Bible classes under Deedat stimulated a great deal of
interest.Soon,special non-Muslim guests especially
Christians were invited and discussions were held with
them.Within a short space of time a regular core group from
these classes realised the need for organising themselves on
a more formalised basis.Thus the IPCI was conceived.After
several preliminary and preparatory meetings,the inaugural
meeting of the new organisation was held in the same
premises as the Bible Classes 1in Pine Street,Durban.The
meeting began at 11.00 am on 17 March 1957.(See appendix

page 209 for copy of the Minutes of this meeting).

l.Secretary-General Report,27 July 1958, p 1.
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The agenda of this historic meeting included the election of
committee members, the acceptance of a constitution and the

formalisation of its objectives.

Elected Officials.
The organisation was called the ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE.

The foliowing officlals were elected :

gtes;degt ¢ G.H.E.Vanker

(deceased-bliographical details of him appear

in pages 62-6%).

Secretary-General : Ahmed Deedat (see Chapter

Four for more information on him).

Treasuref ¢ A.K.Salejee (although not

a member of the IPCI, he is presently active °

in the Tabligh Jam'at).
All three executive members were members of the Arabic Study
Circle. |

The committee was made up of the following persons :

Suleman Shalkjee (presently in business)

Moosa Kajee (deceased)

Cassim Vanker (presently a businessman)

G.H.Agjee (present Secretary-General of the
IPCI)

Vally Mahomed (details unavailable)
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The following persons were present at this inaugural meeting

Ali Mahomed (retired from business)
A.S.Ballim (presently very active in the Arabic
Study Circle)

Hajee Camroodeen (deceased)
A.S.Norgat (deceased)
S.Chohan (deceased)

Abdul Khalick Christy (presently in business)
Richards (deceased)

The first meeting also >accepted a draft constitution .The

following objectives were discussed and accepted by the new

body [1].

(1) To promote Islam among Muslims and non-Muslims by
means of lectures and literature.

(2) To work for the establishmeht of a mission where
missionaries may be trained for the furthering of the cause
of Islam and new Muslims can be consolidated into the
Islamic society and the Islamic way of life.

(3) To build schools,colleges,orphanages for the

furtherance of the cause of Islam.

1. Extracted from the Constitution of the IPCI as
accepted on the 7 September 1959, p 1.
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(4) To do social,welfare and religious work.

(5) To raise funds and generally perform all such acts
as are incidental to the aforesaid objects.

(6) To co-operate with any organisation for the

furtherance of these objects.

These objectives .were later 1incorporated into the final
constitution which was submitted at the First Annual Gen%ral
Meeting of the Centre held on 7 September 1959,at the Pine
Street Hall in Durban.

The formation of the IPCI must be seen against the
background of the changing circumstances of the weakening of
Muslim world power ,the aggressive activities of Christian
missionaries - in South Africa against Muslims and the strong
anti-Islamic sentiments expressed most blatantly -via the
media.

In the context of world events ,the Second World War saw the
defeat of the Germans and the emergence of super-powers who
divided the control of the world between themselves.

The Muslim world was the main target for their conspiracies.
Up until the eighteenth century, Muslims were a world power
and had held political power from Spain and North Africa to
Indonesia in the East.The new suber—powers did not wish

world power be again taken by the Muslims.
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Hence, Muslim lands were separated into artificial
boundaries 1leading to the growth of nationalism amongst

Muslims which weakened them even more.

By the 1950s, missionary activities 1in South Africa had
become firmly established into a large number of
non-Christian communities.Christian mission schools and
Christian Seminaries were established throughout South
Africa [1].Although Christian missionary activity was
initially confined to the proselytising the Blacks,a move
was made in the 1940s and 19508 to intensify Christian
missionary work even among the Muslims.Soon an intensive and
aggressive evangelist crusade was directed to 1Indians

especially by the Jehovah Witnesses. [2]

They moved from door to door attempting to pass the message
of Christianity,and introduced the distribution of pamphlets

at. public gatherings such as bus-stops and at large public

prayer meetings.

1.B.A. Gerdener: Recent Developments in the South African
Mission Field, p 10.

2.This refers to a Christian sect prominently known for its

evangelistic methods.
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Apart from this direct intimidation,Muslims in general were
confronted by anti-Islamic sentiments via the nmass
media.Some of those who were elected members of the new body
experienced personal intimidation by Christian missionaries,
especially Ahmed Deedat himself.Hence the formation of the
IPCI has been a direct reaction to the activities of the
Christian missions.Muslims were indeed forced to react to
this aggressive propaganda and armed themselves with the
necessary knowledge to defend Islam.

A letter sent to the RSbi@ah Al-*Alam Al-Islami (Muslim
World League) (1], in 1980 by the then Secretary-General of
the 1IPCI,give us some 1insight into the state of affairs
Muslims at the time.After beginning the 1letter with a
citation from the Qur'an (Surah 5,Verse 70),the writer

states the following:

"...in those dark days,30 years ago,since no
organisational Muslim voice existed in the
Republic of South Africa the mass media
ocassionally through the daily or weekly
literature created havoc in the minds of the
Muslim people.They had no knowledge of
comparative religion study and hence were a

target to their malicious propaganda...

1.The RSbipah is a government-funded body of Saudi Arabia
based in Jeddah and has been established to assist

Muslims throughout the worild.
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.-.Because of the silence of the Muslims,
Christianity had an upper hand on the
millions of people both blacks and whites in
the country....the Christian missionaries
besides the mass media was playing a major
role directly and indirectly ¢to undermine
Islam by misrepresenting it by malicious
anti-Islamic propaganda to Muslims as well as
the 20 million inhabitants of the country..."®

C11.

The letter highlighted some of the plight of Muslims in
South Africa which may have resulted in the formation of the

IPCI.

1. The Secretary-General was G.H.E.Vanker.Letter obtained

from Mr.Vanker’s personal file.



2.3. THE ACTIVITIES OF THE IPCI

We may divide the history and development of the IPCI into
two broad phases.The first phase (1957-1980), represents the
early »history and development and terminates in the late
seventies when the Centre became international.The second
phase (1980 to the present), represents the international
stage - a period in which the IPCI became active in the
international arena.The first phase will be discussed now,

and the second phase will be tackled in chapter four.

During the very early stages of its history, the IPCI used
the Pine Street Madrasah Hall for its offices, and sometimes
the personal home addresses of officials were used for the

purposes of correspondence. [1]

In the first year since the inception of the IPCI, several
important activities were undertaken.In the first place, the
weekly Bible Classes which were held every Sunday began to
expand in 1its scope.Mr.Ahmed Deedat, the Secretary of the
Centre, began to train the younger participants 1in the
methods of propagating 1Islam especially to the Christians

The weekly classes spread to other places in Natal.

l1.For some time the address of one of the members,G.H.Agjee
was used (9 Chromer Road,Durban),and that of Ahmed Deedat
(Flat 45,116 Queen Street,Durban) for all correspondence.
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Classes were opened in Verulam in the North of Natal and

Mayville ,a suburb close to Durban.The number attending the

classes also increased.

2.3.1. vert as

A daily class for new Muslims was also initiated in the
first year.The purpose of the classes was to teach to the
new Muslims ,mainly Africans, basic teachings of Islam.A
teacher,Mr.Jumma Musa [1] who himself was an African was

employed for this purpose [2].

2.3.2.Public Lectures

The mass public lectures have been one of the most
successful programmes of the IPCI.Even before the formation
of the IPCI,the President (G.H.E.Vanker),the Secretary
(Ahmed Deedat) and one of the active committee members
(G.H.AgJjee), had delivered lectures to huge audiences.Mr
Deedat, in particular, had delivered lectures in Natal and
the Transvaal.During the first year,lectures were held at

various centres throughout Natal.

1.Jumma Musa was a recent convert to Islam who had a go&d
command of both English and Zulu.
2.Secretary-General’s Report,First AGM,27 July 1958, p 2.



The follewing are soma vanuas whaere such publie lacturaes

were held (1] :

Sweetwaters, Pietermaritzburg, Cato Manor, Umzinto, Verulam,
Stanger and Durban Central.One of the first of such lectures
by Ahmed Deedat,took place on 17 March 1958.The topic for
the lecture was "What the Bible says about Mu?ammad." The

Chairman for this meeting was Dr.G.H.Mayat.

Another lecture during this early period was delivered by
G.H.Agjee,on the topic, "Resurrection or Resucitation?" The
lecture took place on Sunday 24 November 1957 at the Pine
Street Madrasah Hall in Durban.It 1is interesting to note
that the lecture was jointly held by the Arabic Study Circle
and the IPCI (2].It is interesting to note also that some of
the 1lectures included talks in Zulu.The peison who usually
conducted this was Moosa Kajee father of Baboo Kajee of
Simplex.He was well conversant with Zulu as he acquired the

skill of speaking by his contact with the Africans.

2.3.3.Qur'anic Extracts
As part of 1its propagation efforts,the 1idea of placing
Qur'anic extracts in English in 1local newspapers was

introduced.

1.1bid., p 2
2.8ee copy of pamphlet advertising the lecture in the
Appendix p.205.
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Important and thought-provoking translations of the verses
of the Qur'an were advertised.Extracts appeared mainly in
the Dally News and the Ilanga (Zulu) newspapers.Samples of
the extracts appear on the next page.

At a 1later stage similiar extracts were inserted in Indian
newspapers.During the late sixties and early seventies,
extracts from the sayings of the Prophet and the gahabah
were also printed in the newspapers.At the bottom of these
extracts an open invitation was extended to the public to

contact the IPCI for literature and information on Islam.

2.3.4. Second Annual General Meeting-1958

At the Second Annual General Meeting held in Durban on
Monday 7 September 1958, (See Appendix page 202 for the
handbill advertising the meeting) several significant
changes were made to the membership of the committee.Ahmed
Deedat was elected as the new President whilst G.H.E.Vanker
was elected as the new Secretary-General. A.K.Salejeé
remained as the Treasurer.A new office of Registrar was

created which was filled by A.S.Norgat (a businessman). [1]

1. Minutes of the Second Annual General Meeting held on

7 September 1959,1n'Durban, p 2.
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EXTRACTS THAT APPEARED IN LOCAL NEWSPAPERS

("Quré’nic Summary"” in the Leader (25 Nov 1966 and
“Islamic Thoughts"” in the Graphic 17 Mar 13967)

- QURANIC
SUMMARY

AITII leads (o humillty,

avoidance of vanity in
word and deed, charity, con-
tinence, faithful obscrvance of
trusts and covenants, and de-
vout approach to God, surest
steps to bliss. Man carries in
himself proofs of God’'s Pro-
vidence; the same story is
told if he looks at nature
around him; and the long line
of Teachers sent by God
show God’s special care of
hnmanity. What though the
were rclected and scorned,
maligned and persecuted?
God’s Truth won through, as
It always will. ¢

(No. 112 — Illoly Quran
23 : 1 - 50).

e e \

Islamic
‘Thoughts

In the name of Allah (God most
Gracious,

Most Merciful.

All Praisc is duc to Allah the
Cherisher,

Sustaincr and Guide of the Worlds
Master of the Day of Judgment.

Thee alone do we worship and
unio Thee alonc do we turn for aid.

Show us the Straight Way - the
path of thosc whom Thou hast
favoured.

Not of thosc on whom is Thine
indignation nor of those who go
astray.

Ameen.
(Holy Quran 1:1.7)




Other committee members that were elected were as follows:

Ismail Patel (representative for a wholesale firm)

G.H.AgJjee (present Secretary-General of the
IPCI)

Suleman Shaikjee (presently in business)

Ismail Manjra (active member of the Arabic Study

Circle at present )

Mohammed Nazeer Alll (retired businessman)

2.3.5 The IPCI acguires pnew offices.

The years 1959-1962 have been significant years for the IPCI

as the base of the organisation began to expand.Soon it‘
became necessary to employ full-time staff,rent an office
and most important of all ,to move ahead with the
establishment of the first Muslim mission centre.

For the first time a proper office of the IPCI was opened at
47 Madressa Arcade (off Grey Street) in Durban.These
offices as well as two other neighbouring ones acquired a
few years later (circa 1965), served as the offices until
1986.During 1986,the IPCI moved its offices to the present

premises it now occupies in Queen Street.
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2.3.6. As-Salaam Seminary
A very exciting acquisition of the IPCI during this early

period was a large plece of 1land (75 acres) situated in
Braemar close to Umzinto 1in the South Coast of Natal.This
land was a generous donation by Hajee S.I.Kadwa, a Muslim
businessman from Umzinto.The value of the land which was

acquired in 1959 was 4500 pounds sterling (1].

The Executive Committee realised the potential of this new
acquisition and the opportunity it afforded in fulfilling
the objectives of the IPCI,namely,

"ro work for the establishment of a
mission where missionaries may be trained
for the furthering of the cause of

Islam."

Having realised the responsibility of establishing a
mission,the President,Ahmed Deedat decided to work at the
IPCI on a full-time basis.Thus in June 1959 [2], Mr.Deedat
resigned from his Job as a furniture salesman and took up
full-time paid employment at the IPCI; (more details about
this appear 1in Chapter three).Several other full-time paid
staff were also employed to do office work.In 1960,a special

Seminary Committee was established.

1.Ibid., p.2.
2.Ibid., p.3.
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Hajee S.I.Kadwa on As-Salaam property when he was
deciding to hand-over to the iPC; With him on his left

looking into his book is his son Goolam Hoosen Kadwa.(1958).
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The purpose of the committee was directed to realise the
establishment of a mission centre at the newly acquired land

from the Kadwas.

The first members of the Seminary Committee were as follows:

(1]

Mahomed A.H.Moosa (deceased)

Moosa A.H.Moosa (deceased)

Sulayman Lockhat (businessman)

Yusuf Lockhat (Director at Lockhat Bros)
Ebrahim Makda (Director of Minora Stores-Durban)
A.K.Salejee (Businessman-1.G.Hoosens,Durban)

The name of .the newly established centre at Braemar was
proposed as AS-SALAAM , which means "peace".. It 1is
interesting to note why the name "As-Salaam" was chosen.In
his speech,the Secretary stated that the Seminary would be
given the title "As-Salaam" because 1t was their wish that
those students who would graduate from that institution
would 1imbibe and impart the teachings of Islam thus creating

peace,harmony and love between man and man(2].

l.Published Report of the Secretary,30 October 1960, p 1.

2.Secretary's Report,30 October 1960, p 2..
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Another reason why the name was chosen was that the word is
an attribute of Allah meaning- ‘'the source of peace and
perfection.'

By December 1960, the As-Salaam Trust was formed (1] which
operated a separate bank account.Fund-raising and a building
project was started.

The As-Salaam Trust was a subsidiary of the Centre and the
executive members of the Centre as well as the new committee
that was established for this purpose were responsible for
the development of As-Salaam.The new Trust Board was made up

of the following persons :

Hajee Ahmed Kadwa (younger son of S.I.Kadwa)
Hajee G.H.A.Kadwa (elder son of S.I.Kadwa)
G.H.E.Vanker

A.H.Deedat

A.K.Salejee

S.A.Murchie (past Chairman of the YMMA)

In the two years (1960-1962) that the As-Salaam Committee
controlled the project,they found the task of administering
it very difficult.The committee realised that there was a

need for full-time working-staff and a responsible head to

control the new project.

l1.Minutes of the Executive Committee, 22 December 1960,p 2.
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During 1962, Ahmed Deedat decided to take up this
responsibility.Although the decision meant the dislocation
of his entire family from Verulam to Braemar,Deedat was
prepared to do that.The problems between Hajee S.I.Kadwa and
the IPCI in regard to the formal transfer of As-Salaam
property [1]1,did not deter Deedat's determination to move

to As-Salaam.

As soon as he took up full time residence,a fully fledged
fund-raising drive was personally initiated by Ahmed Deedat
which entailed visits to other provinces extending over
several weeks.A building programme was subsequently started
which 1included a guest-house,a hostel and a masjid.The
masjid built wunder the personal supervision of Mr.Deedat,is
still a landmark at As-Salaam today.Mr.Deedat also started a

three-month teaching course for a group of new Muslims.

However, the Seminary was not a successful venture.Although
Deedat spent ten years (1962-1972) attempting to establish
it,it faliled to achieve its desired goal.A number of reasons
may be attributed to its falilure.In the first place, the

IPCI had no educational experience in establishing such an

educational centre.

1l.The nature of the dispute that arose between S.I.Kadwa
and A.Deedat is not relevant to the present research and

the matter was resolved by 1962.
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Secondly,Deedat found that he was solely responsible to
collect funds, maintain the land, establish the classes and

attend to its day to day activities.

As a result of this divided responsibility,he could not pay
attention to any one aspect seriously.Thus,As-Salaam was
finally handed over to the Muslim Youth Movement in 1973
[(1]. In April 1984, As-Salaam was in turn sub-let to the
"As-Salaam Educational Institute" for a renewable period of
ten years [(2].This body which stills runs As-Salaam, changed
the character of As-Salaam, turning it into a private school

which also imparts Islamic Education.

Mr.Ahmed Deedat and his family moved back to Veruiam and
Deedat resumed his full-time work at the Central office of

the IPCI.

l.Lease Agreement signed between the Muslim Youth Movement
and the IPCI,16 Aug 1973, p 6.The Muslim Youth Movement
(MYM)is a youth organisation.that was formed in the early
seventies in Durban with branches throughout South
Africa.

2. Lease Agreement signed between the MYM and the As-Salaam
Educational Institute,15 April 1984, p 1.
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2.3.7. Public Lecture Programme.
An important feature of the first phase was the introduction

of mass lecture programmes.As a result of the positive
response received £from the former mass lectures,the IPCI
intensified the 1lecture programmes within the country.In

September 1960,a mass public lecture was held in Cape Town.

The lecture was organised in response to a booklet published
by the Anglican Church attacking Islam.The book which was
entitled "The Cross or the Crescent™ made false allegations
against 1Islam and the IPCI saw it necessary to defend the
Muslims.(See appendix page 206 for the IPCI invitations to
the public on this issue).

There were 'several other 1lecture programmes held in the
Transvaal and Natal.The topics covered by thesg lectures

were as follows:

What the Bible says about Muhammad.

Christ in Islam

"Son of God","Son of Man".What they Mean ?
Was Christ Crucified ?

Jesus-Man,Myth or god ?

According to the Secretary's report a total of about 50 000
people heard these lectures,by 1960 [1].

l1.Report of the Secretary-General, 30 October 1960, p 2.
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The 1lecture programme became an integral part of the IPCI
activities.In 1962,a Reverend R.J.Flowers (a revert to
Islam) from the United Kingdom was invited to deliver a
series of lectures on Islam.He arrived on 24 April 1962 in
Durban with his wife.The Reverend was a former Methodist
missionary who had éccepted Islam and his Muslim name was
Farouk Flowers.Whilast 1in South Africa,he delivered a number
of lectures.However,due to some differences that arose
between him and the IPCI,Farouk Flowers returned to England
sooner than his intended 1length of stay.Mr.Flowers was

subsequently reported to have left the fold of Islam. [1]

During the decade of the sixties,although Deedat was living
at As-Salaam,some thirty kilometres from Durban,he still
continued with his public 1lectures,though infrequently at
times.However.the Secretary -~ - General Mr.G.H.E.Vanker,
delivered most of the public 1lectures at various venues

throughout Natal.

1.M.Makki , The Islamic Propagation Centre in the Muslim
Digest,Dburban,Jul-Okt 1963,Vol 36 & 37,p 114.
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In addition to this function,Mr.Vanker was solely in charge
of the Central office on a full-time paid basis [1].

During the seventies, when Deedat left As-Salaam (see page
38),his family took up residence in Verulam (North Coast of
Natal) once again.As he was now full-time at the IPCI
offices, Deedat resumed his public lecture programmes on a
full scale.It was due to the vast number of these lectures
and other debates held by Deedat, that the IPC became widely
known within the community.

These 1lecture programmes and debates were significant in
many respects.Firstly, most of the lectures or debates dealt
with topics concerning Islam and Christianity.In most
instances,these topics dealt with the differences between
Islam and other religions.Some of the topics for instance

were as follows:

Was Christ Crucified ?

What the Bible says about Muhammad

Muhammed,the Natural Successor to Christ

These are controversial topics which opposed many of the
traditional beliefs of the Christian majority.Secondly,
during the 19708 and 4indeed 1in all subsequent years that
followed,Deedat's lectures extended to all provinces 1in

Soufh Africa.In 1978 he conducted a lecture tour to Maseru

(Botswana) as well.

l.Biographical details on Mr.Vanker is discussed in pages

62-68.
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Thirdly,all of his lectures attracted £full capacity
crowds.Often the audience was too big for the venues and
bigger premises were always sought out.In a poster
advertising a lecture, it was stated that a similiar lecture
had drawn a crowd of 30 000 people [1].

Finally, the debate or 1lecture wusually followed a set

pattern.A typical programme included the following :

1. Qira'at
2. Introduction to the lecture/debate
3. Lecture/debate

4. Question/Answer session

The question/answer session was indeed the most interesting
aspect of the programme.Mr.Deedat displayed an outstanding

abllity to respond directly and succinctly to all questions.

2.3.8. Visitors to the Masiid

Another successful project 1initiated by the IPCI was the
conducting of tours to the Grey Street Jumucah Masjid.

‘According to the Secretary,a great deal of interest was
created by the mass lecture programmes which resulted in
innumerable enquiries about Islam reaching the offices of

the IPCI.The IPCI decided to conduct tours to the masjid for

the many visitors.

l1.Report of the Secretary-General,30 October 1960, p 2.
2.Published Report of the Secretary-General,23 Sept p 5.
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By 1960,a total of about 500 visitors were given a guided
tour of the masjid [1].This number increased every year.In
1962,the number of visitors to the Jumucah Masjid increased
to 1 400 and the tour itself became more specialised.

In his Secretarial Report (September 1962),the Secretary
quoted the remarks of some of the visitors to the masjid
which 1indicated the value and importance these guided-tours
were to the da'wah efforts of the IPCI.Some of the remarks

included were :

"Now I know I have been asking the wrong (people) Muslims,to

read stars for me"

I"ll never again in my mind associate you people (Muslims)

with idol worshippers.:

"I expected. to £find a funny oriental museum ; la carte,but

instead I found the truth" [2].

The IPCI used the opportunity of the visits to propagate the
teachings of Islam.This project has been unique and
initiated for the first time 1in the history of the
Muslims.Within a short space of a few Years,the project

became firmly entrenched within the programme of the IPCI.

l1.Published Report of the Secretary-General, 23 Sept,p 5.
2.1bid., p 5.
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Following a structured format,the IPCI was listed (as it is
still today) in the tourist guide prepared by the
Municipality of Durban.The tour was accompanied by a lecture
on Islam,a discussion on the misunderstandings about Islam
and the handing out of literature.A special booklet entitled
"Muslim a3t Prayver"™ ,was prepared for this purpose.The
booklet highlighted the §a15h of the Muslim ,its method and
purpose.A special feature of the booklet which is still
distributed up to this day is the comparative narration of

Biblical references to the certain acts of wugﬁ (ablution)

and salah.

In the past few years now,a special tour guide [1] has been
trained to provide relevant information and explanation
about 1Islam and Muslims to the casual visitors and regular

tourists.Sayeed Mohammed, a B.A. graduate, is employed for

the Jjob.Basic information about the relationship of Islam
and Christianity, clarifications about common misunder-

standings about 1Islam and other such details are given to

the tourists.The IPCI is still officially recognised by the

Durban Publicity Bureau as the sole organisation conducting

the tours.

l.Interview with Mr.G.H.Agjee Dec.1989.Durban.
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2.3.9. Publication of Literature

The publication of Islamic literature had become an on-goling
activity of the 1IPCI since 1its inception.By 1962 several
booklets prepared mostly by Ahmed Deedat and G.H.E.Vanker
were published.These included the following:

"What is Islam."

"Muhammad in the 0l1d and New Testament.”

"Picture postcards of the Grey Street Masjid with the
.principles of Islam printed on the reverse side.”

The number and kind of books were increased each year.The
printing expenses illustrated by the following table
reflects the amounts spent for this purpose.Although it
appears as expenses for "Propagation and Advertising" in the
income and expenditure accounts,printing constitutes a

substantial percentage of the expenses.

Printing and Advertising Expenses [1]

1963 R 2189 93 1373 R 328 48
1964 R 1489 54 ‘ 1974 R 1637 17
1965 R 1280 95 1975 R 6709 02
1966 R 1395 06 1976 R 10261 71
1967 R 2530 84 1977 R 13762 16
1968 R 3611 17 1978 R 6862 48
1969 R 2486 86 1979 R 7680 00
1970 R 1143 90 1980 R 7003 00

l.Information extracted from the Income and Expenditure

Accounts (1963-1980).
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Some of the important booklets published in the 70s were as

follows:

Publications Year Published Quantity
1.What was the Sign of Jonah ? 1976 10 000
2.What the Bible says about Muhammad 1976 10 000
3.Who moved the Stone ? 1977 30 000
4.Resurrection or Resuscitation ? 1978 20 000
S.Is the Bible God’s Word ? 1980 S50 000

The cost of publications have almost ¢trebled during the
eighties. Most of the publications,however, deal mainly with
Musl im—-Chr istian -issues; in fact, there does not exist any
other publication dealing with other religions except one on
the Arab-Israeli issue published in July 1989.A unique
feature of these publications is the open licence given to
the readers to re-print the copies without the prior
approval of the IPCI.The following is a standard note that

appears in every publication.

OPEN ORDER

We grant you an open licence to reproduce or
translate* into any language this booklet as well as
every other publication of ours.

You may publish them for sale or for free distribution
without any prior permission.

We ask for no royalties or “copyrights.”

Wallah! If we had the means we would have flooded
the world with our free litreature.

It will be appreciated if a few copies of the reproduc-
tion be posted to us for our records. :
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Apart from these booklets that were published,the Centre
embarked on a programme of selling audio—-tapes since the
seventies.These tapes covered the lectures ,discussions, and
debates of Ahmed Deedat with the various Christian,Jewish
and leaders of other faiths.The audio-tapes were sold at a

nominal cost.

2.3.10 The Fourteenth Centennial Anniversary of the
Qur’an.

Under the supervision of Mr.Vanker,the IPCI played a leading
role in the popular Fourteenth Centennial Anniversary of the
Qur’an observed by the Muslims of South Africd in the
sixties. The entire programme for the celebrations was
organised Jjointly by the Arabic Study Circle,the IPCI and
local Madrasah societies.This eventful programme created a
keen interest within the community.Mr.Vanker acted as one of
the Jjoint honorary secretaries for the Centennial Council.As
a national event it attracted wide participation from the

community.The Centennnial Council used the premises of the

IPCI for its offices.
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2.3.11 Newsletter :The Critexrion

At a speclal meeting held on 19 May 1961,a resolution was
taken to print a newsletter.Present at this meeting was the
President (Ahmed Deedat), the Secretary (G.H.E.Vanker), the
Treasurer (G.H.Agjee-appointed 1in 1961), Dr.Ernest Gabellah
(a _convert to 1Islam) and a Christian, Mr.Derrick Kean, who
was appointed as the editor.

It was decided that the newsletter be entitled, "The
Criterion" and 1its £first 1issue appeared 1n May 1961.The
newsletter aimed at 1informing the Muslim public of the
latest developments 1in the field of da'wah and the‘progress
of the IPCI 1in this respect.In the first issue,the feature
article enumerated the reasons that led Dr.Ernest Gabellah,a
Christian theologian, to accept Islam.

The Criterioé,however,was not a successful project and due
to lack of expertise in journalism 1t- ceased

publication.(See appendix page 207 for the first cover page

of the magazine).

2.3.12 publication of Newsletter: Al-Burhaan.

Despite the setbacks experienced by the publication of the

"Criterion" 1in the sixties, another newsletter was launched

twenty years later in 1987.
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This newsletter 1s entitled "Al Burhaan".The newsletter is
posted to about 35 000 subscribers overseas and about 25 000
are distributed in South Africa.It includes short write- ups
on Islam, news-clips and other relevant information.In gloss
and colour the newsletter plays an important role in
recording the activities of the IPCI. (See appendix p 208

for picture-cover of a copy of Al-Burhaan).

2.3.13 Islamic Calendar

In order to generate funds,a personalised calendar bearing
the name of the organsation was published and sold at a
profit.The calendar contained Qur'anic guotes and extracts
from the hadith.These calendars were printed every year

since the early sixties until the mid seventlies.

- -
2.3.14 Establishment of Jama at Khanah

As a result of the efforts of the IPCI,the University
College for Indians at Salisbury 1Island near Durban,
provided a Jam3 ‘at Khinah (place for worship) for Muslim
students at its campus in 1962.Apart from using the premises
for §al§h,the Jamgcat khanah was used by Muslims students as

a centre for thelr various Islamic activities.
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2.3.15 social Services

Another vital service provided by the IPCI in the early
seventies was assistance given especially in the fields of
welfare, marriage counselling and divorce problems within
the Muslim community.As £for welfare work, particular care
was taken to see to the needs of the converts and their
families.Funds were also made available to other needy

Muslims within the community.

During the seventies,inter-religious marriage between
Muslims and Hindus had become a serious problem in the
community.There were few Muslim organisations that addressed
this problem which had reached crises level at the time.The
IPCI played' a vital role 1in resolving problems of this
nature.

Apart from conducting the nikiy (Islamic marriage ) of such
couples, special classes were held for the converts to teach
them about 1Islam.As a service to the Muslim community,
several publications appeared on the topic of marriages on

Islam.These included the following :

1. Qur'anic verses relating to the marriages to Mushriks
(those who assoclate partners with Allah).
2. Pamphlet entitled :"what happens when you marry outside

the religion.
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Hand-bill distributed © by the Centre to warn
Muslim girls contemplating marriage outside Islam.

An Anguished Mother's Plea

TS 1S WEHAT HAPPENS
WHEN YOU MARRY
OUTSIDE RELIGION !

Lalely we have been reading a lot about Muslim girls marrying non-Muslims, and before some naive and
foolish Muslim girls think that it is a bed of roses and decide o run away wilh thelr non-Muslim boyiriends

allow me to put the proper piciure in locus.

| am married 10 a non-Muslim because | thought {
knew beiler than my parents. | am speaking from
personal experiance and 1 can lell you lhat marrying
a non-Muslim was the grealesi regret ol my lile
because it is definitely not a bed of roses.

In fact it is a bed of quarreis, hearlaches, misery,
alcohol, idoiworship anh-islamic propaganda and
Hell on earlh.

| know now that il is much more wiser il people
marnied in their own religion. The chances of
happiness are greater. )

When | was young, | was naive and | thought “What
dillerence. does il make whether one married a
Mustim or a non-Musliin as long as vou love lhe
guy—that's alt that malters,” but how wrong | was!

As soon as the honeymoon was over the problems
starled. My husband knew nothing about bodily
cleanliness. Belore he prayed he would consume
alcohol and this was detestable to me as aicohgl is
forbidden in Islam.

When our childien were born we had a big light
about their names and their religious instruction. The
poor children were so conlused they did not know
whal they were. ’

My husband always drank at night and vomited in
bed and | had to clean up the mess afterwards.
Every opportunity my husband got he would run
down my religion. | cursed the day | was born.

Mustim girls of today are very naive, they don't
realise the misery and heartaches they can cause 10
themselves and their families by flirting and marrying
non-Muslims.

Most of them are very sweet and know how to liatter
and chat up a girl, but once they have got what they
want they lreal you like a prostitule and ridicule you
in front of your own children,

My earnest appeal to all Musiim giris is that although
| made a misiake and destroyed my lile | beg every
one of you not to make the same mistake and throw
away your life. -

When Almighty Allah prohibited Muslim women from
marrying non-Musiims He had good reasons, for He
knew that such a marriage would bring uniold
suiferings and deslroy a person’s chance of
happiness.

I appeal to every Muslim girl not to throw away her
life by marrying a non-Muslim it is a bed of misery il
the end.

You and your children will suffer untold hardships
and in the end you will lind yourself alone and lost in
the streel because he has caught another Muslim
girl for a sucker.

Although my life is over | am now living with my

children — to bring them up as respeciable Muslims

and make them appreciate their beautiful religion of
““Isiam, '

It took me ten years of suffering 1o realise and
appreciate how beautiful is the Isiamic way of life
and it is a iragedy to read how young people loday
are prepared to sacrifice Islam for a little bit of sweel
flattery.

My humble appeal 10 ail the Moivisabs, Sheiks,
leachers, Aapaas, parents and Muslim Organisations
is that you must make greater efforts to teach young
girls about the beaulilul teachings ol Isltam as
contained in the Holy Qur'an. Otherwise more girls
will suller the samae fate.

It my lettar can save one Muslim girl from misery and
sullering then | feel my suffering has not been in
vain.

"Anguished Muslim Sister™
{Courtesy Al-Qaldm “Letters (o the Edror”. Jan., 1977)

FURTHER FREE SUPPLIES OF THIS PAMPHLET
AVAILABLE FROM THE ‘CENTRE’

Publisked By

ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE INTERNATIONAL

| H A&

124 QUEEN STREET, DURBAN 4001.
P.O. BOX 2439, DURBAN 4000

TELEX: 6-21815 S.A.

TELEPHONE (031) 3060026/7

WRITE TO, OR CALL IN AT TI{FE ABOVE ADDRESS FOR YOUR 7’!66 COPIES OF

QuUnN ISLAMIC LITERATURE.
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2.3.16. Qpexation Zam-Zam.

In 1953,the IPCI embarked on a new project called "Operation
Zam-zam", (named after the famous well of Zam-Zam in
Makkah), It was initiated to sink boreholes for people
living in Kwa Zulu [1]. The boreholes were intended to
provide water relief for all residents.In order to solicit
funds, about 100 000 appeal forms were printed and
distrubuted in the various masajid (pl.of masjid) throughout
South Africa.Although the project aimed at sinking at least
20 boreholes,only a few were really sunk.The project was
aborted because of the lack of proper administration.

2.3.17. Audio-Visual Tapes

In the early seventies,the IPCI decided to distribute
audio-tapes of the 1lectures of Ahmed Deedat.These lectures
were those delivered 1in major centres and included 1in
particular audio-tapes of debates and symposiums held with
leaders from other religions.Towards the end of the

seventlies, the IPCI introduced the distribution of

audio-visual tapes.

l.Kwa-Zulu refers to one of the Bantustans incorporating
several large territories 1in Natal,predominantly inhabited

by Africans.
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Appeal form distributed by the Cent_re
calling Muslims to support ‘Operation
Zam Zam.

OPERATION

ZAM-ZAM

AN ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE WATER RELIEF FUND

' Let the Muslims stand up
and be counted . . .

The Muslim has always been most generous in aid
of every human need, but has been loth to have his
contributions made known. He hides his charities in
anonymity. He has been “brain-washed” with the
teaching that “WHAT THE RIGHT-HAND GIVES, THE
LEFT-HAND MUST’'NT KNOW”, which is not wholly
Islamic.

Islam teaches us that there are two types of charities
— personal charity and public charity. The dictum
quoted from the New Testament applies to
personal help given to an individual and not to
public works. Jesus Christ (Peace be upon him) was
only counteracting a sickness of his people, he was
not dealing with the whole aspect of charity. He
left that to him he called the “Spirit of Truth”, the
Holy Prophet Muhummed (P.U.B.H.), that
“he will guide you into all truth”

(John 16 :13).




As this eventually became an integral aspect of the work of
the IPCI,in the eighties,it will be discussed in Chapter

four in more detail.

2.3.18 Bill-Board Project

This has been a unigque feature in South Africa where
messages about Islam are advertised on large bill-boards and
high-rise buildings.Beginning in the 1980s, the IPCI began
advertising on large sign-boards the message of the
Qur'an.Several of these messages were advertised on
bill-boards and through neon signs throughout Natal.The

messages included some of the following flashes:

(a) Welcome to Islam !
(b) Al-Qur'an -The Last Testament |

(c) Read Al-Qur'an !

As soon as some of these signs appeared on neon-signs and
bill-boards,several objections were raised by Durban
residents and from at 1least one Durban City Councillor,
Mr .Arthur Morris.The City Councillor was of the opinion that

the signs were especlally offensive to the Christian

community [1].

l."Battle of the Billboards" in Al-Burhaan,Durban,July 1989
Volume 1 No.5 p 2.
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This neon sign appears in Alice Street. Durban.
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This neon sign appears on a building in Queen Street from

where it is sighted by all travellers entering the city.
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Mr .Morris felt that other religious groups will erect
similiar signs and the city will be faced with a 'battle of
the signs.'As a result of this objection,there appeared in
several newspapers,in the letters to the editor column,some
supporting and some rejecting the call made by the City
Councillor.Eventually,however,in May 1989,the Management
Committee chairman,Mr.Jan Venter ,stated that £freedom of
religion must be upheld and there was no need to change any
bylaws preventing religious groups from adevertising (1].

Since then,the IPCI has erected several more around Durban.

2.3.19 Newspaper Reader's Correspondence

During the period of the formation of the IPCI,there were
much anti-Islamic sentiments expressed in the media,
especially in the newspapers.The efforts of a few
individuals and perhaps one or two Muslim organisations was
perhaps the only response of the community to such
anti-Islamic sentiments.The IPCI, however, became most
sensitive to such sentiments and false propaganda in the
media.Every effort was made by the IPCI to respond to ANY
false information or misunderstanding disseminated about

Islam either through the press or by other means.

l.al-Burhaan,op.cit., p.2.
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one of the earliest challenges taken up by the IPCI had been
the "Hajee 'Abd-al-Allah issue (1].0f the numerous efforts
in such a direction,one such matter reached the offices of
the World Congress of Falths in London in the early sixties
The Secretary-General Mr.G.H.E.Vanker took exception to the
name given to a ladies beach-suit called "Islam."™ The suit
was one of the beachwear fashions modelled at a fashion show
in Paris.The picture of the lady wearing the suit appeared
in the Natal Mercury dated 15 January 1962. Mr.Vanker drew
the attention of the Imam (Mr.Muhammad Tufail) of the Woking
masjid in London,England.In turn,the Imam referred the
matter to Father L.Gillet and Mrs.H.McConnel,secretaries of
the World Congress of FalthestablishedinPaddingtonLondon.The
secretaries of the Congress in turn wrote a letter of
protest to .the photographic agency in Paris (France),which
was responsible for supplying this photo to the Natal
Mercury in South Africa.The photographic agency apologised
to the IPCI but requested that the IPCI should contact the
modelling agency that was responsible for naming the suit
(2].Eventually ,the IPCI wrote directly to the modelling

agency protesting against such a name.

1.A detail explanation about this challenge appears in

chapter four.

2.Letters to the Editor in Ihg_Lglang_Rgxlgu,Woking,United
Kingdom,Jan-Feb 1962, p 52.

-60-



There 1is no record avallable to ascertain whether the agency
withdrew the name or not.Actions of such nature made the
IPCI the vanguard for the Muslims against anti-Islamic

sentiments.

2.3.20. The IPCI and Other Muslim Organisations

The seventies are regarded by Muslims in South Africa as an
important historical phase as it was during this period that
many outstanding developments and new achievements were
realized.It was a period marked by intensive Islamic work
undertaken by Muslim organisations that came into
existence.Firstly, during the early seventies a dynamic
youth organisation,the Muslim Youth Movement was formed in
1971.The MYM . is regarded as perhaps the £first national
organisation established in South Africa.The movement served
as Ia vehicle for change and revival;new ideas and thoughts
about the role of the Muslim ummah developed,new dimensions
about Islamic education,the role of the Muslim women and the

need for da‘'wah were promulgated.

Secondly,an important achievement for Muslims was the
establishment of the first-ever department of 1Islamic
‘Studies at the University of Durban-Westville;the founding
of this department marked a very important milestone for the
community.Thirdly,the efforts of the Arabic Study Circle
proved fruitful with the introduction of Arabic at the

secondary school level in 1976.
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Apart from these developments, the seventies saw the
formation of a number of other national organisations such
as the South African National Zakah Fund,the Islamic Council
of South Africa,the Muslim Association of South Africa and
several others. ﬁ

During this decade the IPCI played an active role 1in
contributing towards these achievments.In several
documents,newspapers,publications and brochures of the newly
formed organisations, the names of the officials and
especially that of Ahmed Deedat and Goolam Hoosen Vanker
appeared frequently.Of particular note is the participation
of the IPCI 1in the national conventions of the MYM held in
the seventies.Both Ahmed Deedat and Goolam Hoosen Vanker
were called on to deliver papers on da'wah and related

issues.

2.3.21 A Brief Biography of Mr.G.H.E.Vanker

During the first phase of the 1IPCI,its history and
development 1is assoclated with a very dynamic and exciting
personality-Mr.Goolam Hoosen Ebrahim Vanker.During this
first phase (1957-1980),Mr.Vanker was not only steering the
direction of the IPCI but was himself a source of
inspiration to his president, Ahmed Deedat.As a
founder-member, he was the first President of the Islamic
Propagation Centre and later served as the secretary-general

for almost two decades.
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The £first phase of the IPCI (1957-1980) forms two-thirds of
the history of the organisation,and it was during this
crucial period that Mr.Vanker played a steering role.No
history of the IPCI will be complete without the mention of

the role of Mr.Vanker.

Mr.Vanker was born in Durban on 1 August 1924.He belonged to
a family which originated from Kathor in the Gujerat State
of India.

His grandfather,Mr.Ahmed Vanker who came to South Africa as
a passenger-Indian ,had established a business in Umgeni
Road in Durban.As a young man (17 years old),Goolam
Hoosen, the éeéond son of his father,Ebrahim,started to work
as a shop assistant in 1941 in a town called Waterval Boven
in the Transvaal.Whilst employed there,he married Khadija
Bibi Vahed in 1948.Two years 1later he returned to Durban
where he began work as a sales representative at Kazi's
Agencies.When the 1Islamic Propagation Centre was formed in
1957,Goolam Hoosen decided to 1leave his 3job and work
full-time for the IPCI.

In the inaugural meeting of the IPCI,Mr.Vanker was
unanimously elected as its first President.In 1958,on the
occasion of the IPCI'S Annual General Meeting,he was elécted
as the Secretary-General.He remained in this position until
his retirement from the IPCI in 1982.
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FPhoto-graphs of Mr.G.H.E.Vanker.In both
pictures he is seen wearing the fez and

a beard.




During the period when Ahmed Deedat was resident at
As-Salaam (1962-1972), the Central office was controlled
solely by Mr.Vanker.All the activities introduced during
this period were managed by Mr.Vanker and the staff at the
office.Although Mr .Vanker occupied the position of
Secretary-General, he became Iintricately involved in every
activity and project of the IPCI.Towards the latter part of
his career, despite his poor health,he actively pursued new
ideas which were practical and of enormous value.In fact
much of the new activities introduced by the IPCI during the

seventies may be attributed to Mr.Vanker. .

He 1left the IPCI in 1982 for reasons of health ,having
suffered two heart attacks earlier.During his stay with the
IPCI, he also established in 1977 a part-time mail order
book-shop known as the Anchor Mall Order House.After his
retiring £from the IPCI, he continued his book-sale business
which came to be known as the "Upstairs Bookshop." [1].

In 1985, when the IPCI established the TRUST BOARD,Mr.Vanker

was appointed as one of the first life trustees.[2]

l.Interview with Farouk Vanker.14 July 1989.Durban.
2.83ee page 73 for more detalls on the TRUST BOARD.
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Despite his 1limited secular education,he has been described
as a charismatic and versatile Muslim personality.Apart from
his outstanding contribution to the 1IPCI,he delivered
innumerable papers at various Islamic conferences and
venues; Goolam Hoosen also compiled an Arabic reader for
children as his 1last gift to the Arabic Study Circle of
which he had been a member since 1960.He also compiled
several poems which have all been published; the most
prominent of which are "Operation Death" and the "Great
Sacrifice." 1In December 1974,on the occasion of the Fourth
Annual Convention of the Muslim Youth Movement held at the
University of Durban-Westville,Mr.Vanker presented a lengthy
discourse entitled "The Propagation of Islam." This paper
was subsequently published and made available in the form a
booklet.In the booklet,Mr.Vanker discussed the importance of
the propagatioh of Islam to non-Muslims.He outlined the
various ways in which Muslims may be able to do da'&ah and
the opportunities avallable to them in South Africa.
Mr.Vanker played a leading role in organising the fourteenth

Anniversary Celeberation of the revelation of the Qur'an.

(1]

1.See page 49 for more details.
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He passed away on 24 August 1987 leaving behind him a legacy
of 1Islamic work -solid foundations upon which the IPCI now

stands.

In September 1987, several Muslim organsations,such as the
Muslim Youth Movement,the Arabic Study Circle the IPCI and
others in the greater Durban area,organised a special
evening programme to honour Mr.Vanker and his contribution
to the Muslim Ummah.The programme was held at the Islamic
Centre of the Muslim Youth Movement in Queen Street.It was
here that Mr .Ahmed Deedat acknowledged his colossal
indebtedness to Mr.Vanker while relating his association
with Hr.Vaqur for the past twenty years that they worked
together for the IPCI.Mr.Deedat regarded Mr.Vanker-not only

as his close friend but as his guide.

-68-



2.4. FINANCE.

The financial record-keeping of the IPCI was based upon
contemporary business methods.A regularly updated record of
all monies received and expenses incurred were recorded.
During the initial years of the IPCI,(1957-1960),all the
financial records were controlled by the Secretary,

Mr.G.H.E.Vanker.

However,as the needs of the office increased,a full-time
staff in the person of Mr.M.A.Khan was employed in 1960
(1}].Mr.Khan remained with the IPCI until 1989,serving the
organisation for almost three decades and together with
Ahmed Deedat and Goolam Hoosen Vanker the three individuals
are regarded as the longest serving members of the IPCI.

At present,Mr.Khan works on a part-time basis at the IPCI
due to his ill-health.

2.4.1. Collection of Funds (1957-1980)

During the period (1960-1980),the collection of monies from

Muslim donoxrs was achieved in the following ways:

(a) Personal collection made by officals
(b) Ramagsn Appeals

(c) Other means

l.Intezrview with Mr.M.A.Khan.17 August 1989.Shallcross.
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{A} Personal Collections

During the early deades of the collection of funds,all
officials undertook personal ¢trips to various donors
throughout South Africa.These trips entailed travelling long
distances by car to remote areas in Natal ,the Cape and the
Transvaal.Both the Secretary (G.H.E.Vanker and Mr.Deedat)
(2] had made this a regular feature of collecting funds for
the IPCI.At times they were accompanied by the treasurer,
Mr .Khan.
A speclial book was kept to record the donations madé by
various business-houses throughout South  Africa.The

following information was recorded in this book :
| Receipt Number | Name of Donor | Amount | Date |

A section was reserved for each province.A study of these
records - indicate that almost every single Muslim
business-house was asked to donate money~ this meant even
accepting a small donation of a pound sterling at times.In
most instances, however,post-dated cheques were accepted from
individuals.A composite analysis of all monies was also

kept.This had the following details
| Caxrd Number | Name | Address | Months |
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(b) Ramadan Appeals

Since the 1néeption of the IPCI,RamaQSn appeals were a
regular annual exercise for the colléction of funds.These
appeals were posted to all previous donors as well as
others,and were distributed to the various masajid (pl.of
masjid) throughout South Africa.Much monies were received

from these appeals.
(c)Other

Apart from the reliance on personal calls and Ramaqan
appeals,monies were received from the post from well-wishers
and self-motivated donors.At times, specific donors were
sought for éértain large expenses such as the printing of
books.For example,thé Jumu © ah Masjid Trust Board }of the
Grey Street Masjid) had for a number of years donated monies

for the printing of the IPCI booklet,"The Muslim at Prayer."
(1]

l1.Letter of Confirmation received from the Secretaries of

[ =
the Jumu ah Masjid Trust Board,Russel and Marriot,29 Nov
1977.
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2.4.2 Expendjture

The expenditure [1] of the IPCI may be divided into three

broad categories :

(a) Salaries and Wages
(b) Official Running Expenses
(c) Propagation (printing,advertising,official

travel expenses)

All records of expenditure followed strict business
principles of receipting ,recording,double-checking etc.

The officlals were particular about keeping proper records
of expenses to the extent that they even maintained an
offical postage stamp book.This book recorded all details of
the postage stamps used for maiiing letters and books to the
public.Even a postage-stamp worth Just £four cents was
recorded in this way !

The books of the IPCI were always audited by professional
Chartered Accountants since its inception.Between the years
(1957-1973),1ts offical chartered accountant had been
C.Chambers of Durban.However between (1973 and 1985) the
official auditing company of the IPCI had been Khan Salejee
& Company of Queen Street, Durban.The present auditors of

the Centre are Desai, Jadwat & Company.

1.8ee appendix pages 213-215 for copies of donation

records.
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2.5 Management Trust Board

The first Constitution of the IPCI,stipuiated the formation
of a Committee elected at a annual general meeting.This
committee was ultimately responsible for the proper
administration of the IPCI.It was empowered to make
decisions on policy and other matters.This public nature of
the organisation remained so until the early 1980s when it
was decided to transform it into a private trust.The idea
was put foward by Ahmed Deedat who felt it necessary to
maintain proper records of the IPCI activities.The
preparation of the Trust Deed was undertaken by an
attorneys company, Sayed and Lockhat in 1982.Mr.Déedat

nominated himself and four others on the Board.

Ahmed Hoosen Deedat (present President of the
IPCI.)

Goolam Hoosen Ebrahim Vanker (past secretary of the IPCI)

Goolam Hoosen Ag.Jjee (present Secretary-General of
the IPCI)
Mohamed Yusuf Buckas (past Secretary—-General of the

IPCI at present the President
of the Islamic Da’wah College
International)

Yusuf Ally (treasurer of the IPCI).



These trustees were nominated for life membership.The TRUST
DEED was duly registered by the Master of the Supreme Court
as required by the Trust Property Act on 29 March 1985 [(11.
Later in 1986, upon the request of Mr.Ahmed Deedat and
Mr.G.H.Agjee, [2] two other trustees were nominated into the
TRUST to increase the number to seven.The two individuals

were as follows:

Ahmed Taher Rasool (presently active member of the Arabic
Study Circle)
Dr.Goolam Mahomed Hoosen (presently active member of the

Islamic Medical Association)

After the resignation of Yusuf Buckas in January 1987 and
the death of G.H.Vanker 1later the same year,the two
vacancies were filled in by Yusuf Ahmed Deedat,the son of

Ahmed Deedat and Naushad Yusuf Ally (the son of Yusuf Ally).

1. Notorial Deed of Trust of the Islamic Propagation Centre

International,29 March 1985,p 1.
. 2.8ince the late sixties,until the period of the formation

of the TRUST there is no rvecord of any annual géneral

meeting held by the IPCI.
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At present '(1991),the TRUST BOARD comprises the following

persons:

Ahmed Hoosen Deedat,Yusuf Ahmed Deedat,Goolam Hoosen Agjee,
Naushad Yusuf Ally and Yusuf Ally [2].
The Management Trust Board meets evéry Thursday to discuss

the day to day running of the IPCI.

l1.Dr.Goolam Mahomed Hoosen and Ahmed Taher Rasool have both

resigned recently (1991) and hence there 1is a resultant

vacancy for two more trustees at present.
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AHMED DEEDAT-THE FOUNDER & PRESENT PRESIDENT OF THE IPCI

3.1 A BIOGRAPHY OF AHMED DEEDAT

3.1.1. Early Life

Ahmed Hoosen Deedat was born on 1 July 1918 in Tedkeshwar,a
village in the district of Surat in India.In 1927, at the
age of nine years old, as the only son, he accompanied his
father Hoosen Deedat, to SOufh Africa.His mother,Fathima, the
daughter of Hafez Hoosen Norgat,and his sister Rassool
remained in their hometown in India.Both father and son,
settled in Durban in South Africa.Ahmed's father began
working for several Muslim business-houses in and around
Durban.Within a few years, however, he managed to establish
his own tallor-shop in Madrasah Arcade (off Grey Street) in
Durban.

Since his arrival, Deedat attended a combined school and
madrasah at Anjumﬁn Islam Madrasah 1located at 379 Pine
Street Durban.A strange co-incidence 1indeed, since three

decades later,Deedat co-founded the IPCI at the same place !

A year later,he was promoted to Class II (two) at the Hindu
Tamil Institute, a secular school and from there he moved to

High Grade School at Carlisle Street, Durban [1l].

1.The school subsequently became an exclusive girls high
school and is presently controlled by the House of
Delegates.It is called the Durban Girl's Secondary School.
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AHMED HOOSEN DEEDAT [1818- -7




At this school his principal was Mr.Ephraim Thomas.Deedat
pursued his primary-school career completing his education
here up to 8td 6.As. a keen scholar at the school,he
receilved quick promotions because of his academic abilities

He was an avid reader and hence won the admiration of his

teachers.

Within two years or so (the exact date is unknown),Deedat's
sister was married to a person by the name of Agjee.Agjee
made a special visit to India from South Africa for the
purpose of the marriage.A year or so later (clirca 1930)
Deedat and his father received the news of the death of
Deedat's mother,Fathima.In 1932,Deedat's father was
remarried in Durban, to a 1lady called Hamida Parkar,the

daughter of Shaik Ally Ismail Parkar.

From this second marriage the following children were born:
Muhammad (born in 1933), ‘Abdulla (born in 1935), Cassim

(born in 1945) ‘Umar (born in 1946).All these step-brothers
are still 1living (1991).

In the meant ime during 1935,Deedat made several
unsuccessful attempts to gain acceptance at the newly
established Sastri College, for higher education,but was

refused because of the lack of finance.
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THE DURBAN GIRL 'S SECONDARY SCHOOL
SITUATED IN CARLISLE STREET,DURBAN.

THE BUILDING IN THE PICTURE REPRESENTS
ONE OF THE OLDEST SCHOOLS FOR INDIANS -
IN DURBAN WHICH WAS‘ATTENDED BY AAMED
DEEDAT TO PURSUE HIS PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDIES.
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THIS BUILDING HOUSED ONE OF THE FIRST
COMBINED RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR SCHOOL FOR
MUSLIMS IN DURBAN.

AHMED DEEDAT ATTENDED HIS FIRST YEARS OF
PRIMARY SCHOOL HERE.THE SCHOOL WAS ALSO USED
AS A HALL FOR MUSLIM FUNCTIONS.

THE IPCI WAS FORMED IN THIS HALL IN 1957.

LATER THE VENUE WAS USED BY AHMED DEEDAT FOR
HIS PUBLIC LECTURES.
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Despite the attempts made by Maulana Ahmed Mukhtar [1] to
obtain a bursary from local Muslim merchants,no funds were
avalilable.Deedat managed to attend the standard seven

class,but only for three days.

As a result of the fallure at gaining acceptance at the
College,Deedat worked at a tea-room in Newlands (close to
present-day Parlock) owned by E.M.Paruk.After a short space
of time, Deedat began to work at different places, changing
jobs -he moved to Washbank,Greytown,(Natal) and back to
Durban whéré‘he worked at several stores.

By 1936,Deedat finally 1landed a Jjob at Adam's Mission
Station.Adam's Mission Station was the name given to a tiny
village 1in the South coast of Natal about forty kilometres

from Durban..

1.Maulana Ahmed Mukhtar was the Imam of the Grey Street
[
Jumu ah Masjid.The Maulana became blind whilst being the

Imam and had become a close friend of Ahmed Deedat.
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This village consisted of a few homes,a local store of
general provision called "O.N.Mahomed"™ (named after its
owner) where Deedat worked,and most Iimportant,a mission
school by which the area was called Adam's Missions [1].

Over the years,Deedat's desire to read had become an
obsession to the extent that he would even take time to
read small scraps of paper containing any information
(2].At the store,. his Job entailed serving customers at the
front counter and packaging.Most grocery items were not
avalilable in pre-packs as they are today and hence all
stores used to do their own packaging and parcelling of
such items.Whilsf in the warehouse or what then was
commonly referred to as the "go-down', (pronounced in Urdu
as "godaam"),Deedat came across an old book amongst the

stacks of newspaper and packaging material.

The book had an Arabic title called "Lzhﬁi;al;ﬂaql_meaning
"The Truth Revealed" or "Revelation of the Truth".This
tattered book was written by an 1Indian silim (Islamic

scholar),Maulana Rahmatullah Kayranwf.

l.Adam's Mission also known as Adam% College was
originally known as the Amamzintoti Institute until its
name was changed in 1935 in honour of the early medical
missionary in Natal,Dr.Newton Adams.As a Christian based
educational institute it trained young Black men for
teaching and ministry.

2.Interview with Ahmed Deedat.?21 August 1990.Verulam.
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Deedat read in the book of an interesting debate which took
place between a Christian priest and a Muslim, Maulana Shah
“Abdul ‘Aziz Dehlawi (born 1746),the illustrious son of the
well known Indian Islamic scholar,Shah WalI-Allah (died
1762).The debate was held 1in 'Urdu- one of the official
languages of 1India.The book recorded that about 100 000
persons attended the debate and that the Maulana won the
debate.

According to Deedat himself (1] ,the book spurred him
further to read about Islam and Christianity;SOOn Deedat
purchased at thls very early stage, his own copy of the
Bible at a cost of six pence (five cents).Whilst in his
spare time,Deedat used to peruse through the Bible and some

other relevant literature that he had collected.

However,the event that instilled the debating spirit within
Deedat was the constant harassment he and other Muslims
faced from the Christian missionaries who frequented the
store.Everytime they visited the store they would question
the Muslim workers about Islam and would argue with them in

order to prove the superiority of Christianity.

l. Interview with Ahmed Deedat,21 Auqust 1990, Verulam.
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When interviewed by a Pakistani Jjournalist on this

issue,Deedat stated the following:

* ...When they came next,I invited them to my
place for discussions.This practice of mine
continued on Sundays.On many occasions,when
they could'nt come to my place,I visited them
for these private debates.I said to them if
you give me one blow against my religion,I

will you give you ten." [1]

Although Deedat was able to "arm" himself with some
knowledge of Islam and Christianity.The questions and
frequent pesterings of missionaries led Deedat to read more
about Chrisfiénity and soon he was ready to "take on" the

missionaries themselves.

He went to the extept of meeting the teachers of the
missionaries at the Mission Station.His stay at Adam's
Mission was short but educative.Soon, through the efforts
of a relative,Mr.Ahmed Latchka,he managed to f£find

employment in a 1large firm called the SIMPLEX FURNITURE
FACTORY in Durban Central.

1.Deedat takes on Pakistan in Al-Burhaan,Durban,Dec
1987,Vol 1 No.1l, p 3.
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The factory was situated at the Corner of Allice and Grey
Street 1in Durban and was owned by the Moosa family [l].As a
result he left his job at the Mission and now moved to live

in Durban Central in 1937.

At the factory,Deedat encountered several jobs from that of
truck-driver to becoming the despatch-clerk and later the
manager .During his stay in Durban in this period,he married
Hawa Gangat,a 1lady from Glendale in Northern Natal.He and
his family lived in Victoria Street,from which place Deedat
made many friends.During his spare time and especlally when
Hawa was away on confinement,Deedat studied bookkeeping and
some related subjects at the M.L.Sultan Technical Collegé
in Centenary éoad,Durban.

Deedat received diplomas in Radio Servicing and glectro
Techniques and Engineering Drawing.Eventually he became the

store's official radio and appliance manager.

1.The Moosa Family presently own the Victoria Furniture
Mart situated 1in Verulam and the Truart Furniture Factory

situated in Jacobs,south of Durban.
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By 1941, his personal family had grown comprising of the
following children.They were Ebrahim, born on 29 January
1945, Rookaya (a daughter),born on 5 May 1946 and Yusuf
born on 9 December 1953.Deedat's father in the meantime
lived with his son,Cassim, in a flat (Ajmal Mansions) in

Victoria Street,Durban.His father died in November 1971.

Events after the Second World War changed Deedat's personal
circumstances.Following closely the independence movements,
he became interested in the politicai developments in India
and the struggle of the Muslims for a separate Muslim state
there.After much discussion with his family,he decided to
make a big move and settle 1in Pakistan-the new Muslim
state created in 1947.

Deedat's prime motive behind such a move was to live
amongst MusliQs and to contribute to the vision and
development of the newly formed Islamic state. In 19;9,he
and his family left for Pakistan.Deedat was to spend three
years of his 1life there.His stay 1in Pakistan has been
indeed memorable for him as he himself described in an
interview with a Pakistani journalist in 1988 [1],.

En route to Pakistan on board the ship,having taken a small
typewriter with him,Deedat decided upon his future

occupation.Whilst on the ship,he began to establish

contacts with various firms.

l.Deedat takes on Pakistan in Al-Burhaan,Durban, .Dec 1987
Vol I, no.I p 2.
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Soon in Pakistan,through friends he had made on the ship,he
was able to secure accomodation in Karachi a major sea-port
and the then capital of Pakistan.The family lived on arrival
there at 12 Market lane,Camari-a suburb of Karachi.

Mr .Deedat worked for a British firm-Morgan Milton (Pakistan)
Ltd and served as a freelance correspondence clerk for

several businesses in Karachli.

Whilst on this Jjob,he was visited by Mr.Mahmood Moosa the
owner of Simplex Furniture Factory and his previous employer
from South Africa.Mr.Moosa was keen on establishing a
textile mill there and he requested Deedat to establish the

necessary infra-structure for such an undertaking.

Deedat,agreed to this and soon was able to purchase. a site
at a nearby industrial area.However,for some reason the mill
(shortly known as the "Star Textile Mill") did not
materialise.In 1951 ,after three .years of stay 1in the
country,he decided to return to South Africa.Deedat was not
happy with the 1Islamic developments there and the family
felt that they should return to their family roots in South
Africa.

On his return to South Africa in 1951,he resumed his job as
a furniture salesman.Later,he joined a Jewish firm, the ﬁeare
Brothers.During his employment here,Deedat's religious
interaction with his employer was significant,as he was a
Jew.Deedat began to illustrate to his employer the relation
of Islam to Judaism and Christianity.
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By this time it had become his habit of organising evening
discussions with people he met.Thus,Deedat arranged similiar

meetings with his Jewish employer.

After a year or so Deedat left the Jewish firm,and began
working for the Victoria Furniture Mart once again.This was
to be the 1last of his Jobs before he joined the IPCI in
1961.By that time he had moved with his family to a
surburban town,Verulanm, about thirty kilometres from

Durban.Deedat has lived here since that time.

3.1.2. Deedat joins Islamic Work

Deedat's first encounter with group work was when he joined
the KAMAL QTUDY GROUP (1) in 1939 whilst working at Adam's
Mission Station near Amazimtoti.This organisation was formed
by a small group of Muslim businessmen living mainly in
Central Durban.Their main activity was to gain for
themselves more knowledge on Islam by the establishment of a
library and the organisation of lectures on Islam.Deedat
used to Join the group whenever he frequented Durban
especlially during the week-ends.A small office was taken at
47 Madrasah Arcade where they used to meet.The group
established a small 1library there, which was indeed used

most frequently by Ahmed Deedat himself.

l.Interview with Mr.Abdul Kader Simjee,11 Sept 1991,Durban.
Mr.Simjee was a member of the Kamal Study Group in the 1930s,
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The period after his arrival from Pakistan in 1951,1is
characterised by an increasing involvement in further
Islamic activites.Apart from increasing his own knowledge
through self-reading about 1Islam and Christianity,Deedat
began . to make headlines in the local community.He became an
active member of the newly formed Arabic Study Circle.As a
member of the Circle,Deedat participated in 1its various
activities.

In 1954,the Circle decided to embark on a unique programme
-the establishment of 8Speech Contests on Islam (11.
Participants from all over Natal enrolled for this National
Speech Contest which was widely publicised and well
attended.Amongst the participants were Ahmed Deedat,G.H.E.
Vankar,A.K.Asmal [(2],Yacoob Meer and several others. The
contest was Q&n by Ahmed Deedat.His speech was entitled "The
First ‘Revelatlon" (3. The Chief Adjudicator was th; well-

known stage artist,Miss Elizabeth Sneddon of Durban (4].

l.Interview with the present president of the Circle,
Dr.D.S.Mall.13 July.1990.

2.Mr.A.K.Asmal is presently Professor of Human Rights Law at
the University of Western Cape and a member of the
Constitutional Committee and National Executive Committee of
the African National Congress.

3.The hall that was used (Kajee Memorial Hall)in Leopold
Street,Durban was to become the venue of many of Deedat's

later public lectures.

4.The Elizabeth Sneddon theatre in Durban is named after
this lady.
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PAGES TWO AND THREE OF THE PROGRAMME BROCHURE
OF THE FIRST ANNUAL SPEECH CONTEST ORGANISED
BY THE ARABIC STUDY CIRCLE AND THE IQBAL
STUDY GROUP - SUNDAY 14 FEBRUARY 1954.

DEEDAT WON THE SECOND PRIZE IN THE DEBATE.
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AHMED DEEDAT AND THE TROPHIES HE WON IN THE FIRST ANNUAI

SPEECH CONTEST OF THE ARABIC STUDY CIRCLE (1954).
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Another of the important activities of the Arabic Study
Circle,was the organising of lecture programmes by local and
‘overseas speakers.In the period 1954-1957 then, in
conjunction with a Mr.Ebrahim Hansa,the Circle organised
classes headed by Mr.Joseph Perdu (later revealed to be a
Bahai) [1).The talks which were held mainly on Sunday
mornings attracted a large group of listeners.

The Sunday lectures carried on for a while and soon the
Circle with a group from the audience decided to organise
further lectures for Muslims who were particularly
interested 1in comparative religion.The additional classes
were scheduled for after Perdu's talks and were led by a
Mr .Fairfax 1[2].

For some time these lectures by Mr.Falirfax (A Christian
convert to iglam) were held successfully.Over a short space
of time,the numbers who attended them 1ncreased.however,
during the coﬂrse of 1957, Mr.Fairfax was not able to
continue these talks because of some personal problems he
experienced with .the South African Police.In the absence of
any speaker,there was a unanimous request for Ahmed Deedat
to continue the 1lectures.By this time,Deedat was already a

known public speaker.

l.Interview with Dr.D.S.Mall 23 July 1989, Durban.
2.1bid.,(Dr.D.S.Mall).
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There 1is record that he delivered at least 10-15 lectures to
large gatherings of Muslims between 1955-1958 (1].The topics
he dealt with were mainly on comparative religlon which

particularly interested him.

Deedat maintalned the standarxrd set by Mr.Falrfax and the
number of persons attending the lectures increased

tremendously.

Deedat's most important engagement on a national level came
when he was invited to speak at a mass gathering of Muslims
at a Meelad Function (birth celebration of the Holy Prophet
Hu@annad - SAQS) held in Johannesburg 1in 1958.This was
Deedat's f£first 1lecture 1in a large venue i.e. the City Hall
in Johannesburg.The topic on this occasion was entitled
"Muhammad the Prophet of 1Islam.®™ As this was a very
successful lecture, Deedat received praises from many people
in the audience.Soon, Deedat was called on to speak at

various other venues in Durban and other centres.

l.Information gleaned f£from various hand-bills advertising

Deedat's lectures (1955-1958).
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The Sunday lectures at the Pine Street Madrasah became a
fairly established practice attracting 1in particular the
Muslim youth.Towards the end of 1958,there arose a
discussion by Deedat and his close friends, for the need of
establishing some kind of organisation which would engage in
da'wah (propagation and preaching of Islam). This led to
the establishment the Islamic Propagation Centre
International in 1959.Though he acted as its first
Secretary, Deedat became its president ,a position which he

still holds (1991) [(11.

l.Deedat's role within the IPCI (1959-to present) has been

covered separately in chapters two,three and five.
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A HANDBILL ADVERTISING ONE OF DEEDAT'S LECTURES.

(THESE LECTURE PROGRAMMES WERE STARTED EVEN
BEFORE THE IPC WAS FORMED).

R Pt
oLl

Under tho. auspices of the
YOUNG MEN’S MUSLIM ASSOCIATION

"~ A PUBLIC LECTURE

(IN ENGLISH)
will be delivered by

Mr. A. H. DEEDAT

“MUHAMMAD (p.B.U.H)
IN THE OLD AND
THE NEW
TESTAMENTS”

SUNDAY 16th JANUARY 1935

KAJEE MEMORIAL HALL,

35 Leopold Street, Durban
- at 2-30 p.m.

This lecture is the first of its kind in this country.

Come in your: thousands and listen to a most logi-
cal, yet sxmple exposition of the Biblical Prophecies

It»is a challenge to the narrow prejudice
of the centuries

*Christian Scholars & Priests are parficularly invited.
THE LECTURER WILL ENTERTAIN ALL QUESTIONS.

. ~ ALL ARE WELCOME

—
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3.2.THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF AHMED DEEDAT IN SOUTH RICA.

3.2.1. The As-Salaam Seminaxy

One of the greatest sacrifices made by Ahmed Deedat and his
family,was their involvement at As-Salaam in Braemar near
Umzinto,some 80-90 kilometres from Durban.(See appendix

P 199 on article of the donation of As-Salaam to the IPCI).

At present As-Salaam has easy access because of the tarred
road that has been recently added.However,in the sixties
when it was founded,the possibility of reaching safely
especially on rainy days was remote (1).The entire .75 acres
of 1land was not developed at all.There was no lighting,water
or sewerage facilities.In such poor and undeveloped
conditions,Deedat and his family took up full-time residence
at As-Salaam.A great deal of time and money was spent to

develop the place.It was indeed a mammoth undertaking.

During his prolonged absence from As-Salaam whilst
soliciting funds from throughout the country or whilst on
lecture tours,As-Salaam was "manned" by " Mother" Hawa,
Ahmed Deedat's wife.She would take care of the various needs

of the students and maintained the Seminary.

l.Interview with Ahmed Deedat 20 July 1990.Verulam.
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This was in addition to her normal personal household work
she had to wundertake ([1]. As a project ,As-Salaam was
intended to be a centre for Islamic education and Da'wah.A
Centre for the benefit of new Muslims especially from the
African community.In the years of its existence several
students graduated from it.But as Ahmed Deedat himself

admits,the Seminary was not entirely a success [2].

The major cause of the fallure of the As-Salaam project was
the 1lack of finance and professional teaching expertise.
Whilst the organisers possessed the vision,they lacked the
empirical and theoretical knowledge to realise this
dream.Furthermore Deedat expected to spend a short time
outside As-Salaam to collect funds, but found that this took
up the bulk ‘of his time which resulted in neglecting the
supervision of the Seminary.The physical condi?ion of
As-Salaam was such that it required constant upkeep and he
found that his time was devoted in paying attention to this

aspect more than concentrating on the educational needs of

the Seminary.

l.Interview with Yusuf Mohammedy.Yusuf Mohammedy has spent
several years of his da'wah career at As-Salaam in the

seventies and eighties for the Muslim Youth Movement and

Islamic Da'wah Movement.
2.Interview with Ahmed Deedat.
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’

Islamic Propagation Centre
and As=-Salaam

A general view of the Development at As-Salaam

4

, .

PRESIDENTIAL, SECRETARIAL & TREASURER’S REPORT
WITH FINANCIAL STATEMENT

submitted to the

4th and Sth ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of

the ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE and AS-

SALAAM, held at the Pine Street Madressa Hall,

Durban, Natal, South Africa, on Sunday, the 23rd
 September, 1962.

A VIEW OF AS=SALAAM WHEN THE IPCI

STARTED THE PROJECT. (1962),
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Some issues that aggravated the problem, may be linked to
the manner in which Deedat attended to business matters.Some
employers accused him of belng dictatorial in his ways.In
particular,he was accused of this by Imam Yusuf Abdur Rehman
('Abd al-Rahman) who worked at the Seminary and a

Dr .G.M.Gabellah who worked at the Centre [1].

Despite the falilure of the As-Salaam project,the students
who were studying there did make progress and a positive
contribution to the Muslim community.They participated in
several activities 1in the broader activities of the Muslim
community.For instance,As-Salaam students made a full
representation at the Qur'anic Centennial Celeberation held
in the sixt}?s at Curries Fountain Stadium (2].

It was during the course of some discussion dur%ng one of
the Annual Conventions of the Muslim Youth Movement that the
overseas guest speaker,Dr.Ahmed Sakr suggested that Deedat
should rather return to the Centre in Durban and play his

part there where he was most needed [(3].

l."Tears at Deedat's Meeting " in the Graphic,Durban,Fri 12
Dec 1962,Vol 11 No.1l5, p 1.

2.16mm Film produced on the Celebrations by Dr.G.M.Karrim
(1968).

3.Interview with Ahmed Deedat.Durban.
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Since the Muslim Youth Movement had proven to be a more
cohesive and stronger organisation 1in supervising the
continuance of the da'wah programme,Deedat decided to hand
over As-Salaam to them in 1972 and return to full-time work
at the IPCI in Durban.By this time at As-Salaam,several
buildings and a Masjid were already built.The As-Salaam
masjid built by Ahmed Deedat 1is still a landmark there

today.

3.2.2. DEEDAT'S LECTURE PROGRAMME AND THE IPCI

The "lecture programme" i.e.the various debates,talks,
symposiums,public and private discussions of Ahmed Deedat
has indeed pegn a very strong and outstanding feature of
the 1Islamic Propagation Centre International.In fact_since
its 1inception,the 1lecture programme was perhaps the most
popular feature of the IPCI.Lectures would involve an
invitation to 1local and overseas speakers (Muslim and
non-Muslim), talks with ministers of religion,priests,

evangelists and others.
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The central character in the programme was Ahmed Deedat
himself.There is evidence of approximately 250-300
different lectures,debates and symposiums held on an
official basis by the IPCI since the sixties.This is apart
from the private discussions held almost on a daily
basis,and the hundreds of Jumu'ah talks given by Deedat and
his colleagues (Mr.G.H.E.Vanker,Mr.G.H.Agjee).

The number of 1listeners to the talks varied from several
hundred to several thousands. On one occasion,Deedat's
lectures attracted at least 50 000 listeners [1].

One of the first lectures on a public scale on comparative
religion was entitled "Muhammad in the 0ld and New
Testament." This public lecture was advertised on a massive
scale and.'attracted a large attendance.lIt was held on
Sunday 16 January 1955 under the auspices of ;he Young

Men's Muslim Association [2].

l.Hand-bill published in 1963.
2.The IPCI was formed in 1957.Hence this talk was

organised by the Young Men's Muslim Association.
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According to the handbill published,it was described as the
first of 1its kind because no Muslim scholar had ever
tackled a topic of this nature 1in Southern Africa.The
handbill concluded with the following remarks

"It is a challenge to the narrow prejudice of the
centuries. Christian Scholars and Priests are particularly
invited.[1]

After this successful lecture,there followéd many others at
different centres in South Africa.By the time of the
founding of the 1IPCI,Deedat had spoken 1in about forty
different wvenues throughout South Africé.In fact,the name

"Ahmed Deedat" had become known in every Muslim home.

THE ANGLICAN CHURCH CHALLENGE,

The early sixties began with one of the first challénges
made to leaders of another religion,namely Christianity,

The Anglican Church made certain derogatory remarks about
Islam and the Holy Prophet.These remarks were made in a
booklet entitled "Cross or the Crescent," and they included

statements such as "Mohammed was a sincere man but a false

prophet,' 'Christians must know .- how the Moslem religion
denies Jesus Christ,' 'It was the Moslems who attacked the
Christian falth first' [2].In addition,the Dutch Reform

Church claimed that a certain Hadjie Abdoella (HijicAbd

Allah) accepted Christianity having been disillussioned
with the Islamic faith.

1.Handbill published by the YMMA.January 1955.

2.Handbill published by the IPCI.September 1963.
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The IPCI, having studled these statements opened a
challenge to the Church.What followed was a series of
lectures held in Cape Town and some towns in Natal by Ahmed
Deedat refuting the claims of the Church.At Greenpoint
Stadium,in Cape Town,thousands of Muslims heard Deedat
speak.These lectures 1infused a great deal of confidence in
the Muslim community to withstand the attacks of
Christians.

In the course of the same decade,several other challenges
were made in the form of symposiums held with speakers from

other religious groups.

One of the first of these symposiums was held with
Professor eril Simkins-a Professor of Philosophy,

Psychology and the New Testament Exegesis of thF Johnson
Bible College of the U.S.A.Two meetings were held-one in
Johannesburg and another in Durban in August 1963
[1]).Several other such talks followed with Christian

leaders.(See appendix for advert on symposium held with

David Lukhele, p 204 ).

During the course of the seventies,Deedat intensified his
debates and lectures with local Muslims and non-Muslims.The
Centre concentrated mainly on debating issues with
Christains and Jews.Moreover in the early seventies,Deedat

started speaking on Islam and Judaism.

1.Handbill published by the IPCI.
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Although the 1s3ue has been hls concern slince the
fifties,this was one of the first public lectures on the
topic.In November 1973,Deedat spoke on a topic entitled,"The

Qur'an and the Jews."([1].

This speech which was made 1in the wake of the intensifed
friction between Muslims and the Jews in the Middle East,
which made headline news 1in several 1local newspapers in

Durban and the rest of South Africa.
The following was reported in the Muslim News :{1]

" Jewish members of a packed mixed audience
of Muslims and Jews were startled when
Mr . Ahmed Deedat, president of the Islamié
Propagation Centre,stated in the Kajee
Memorial Centre,Durban,that a permanent peace
in the Middle East would only be viable when
Jews turn from thelir faith and embrace
Islam.Mr.Deedat said that both Jews and
Muslims are descended from the same
father-Abraham and were 1in fact cousins.He

added that both were Semite...”

l1."Survival depends on Islam- Deedat tells Jews" in the
Leader,Durban, Nov 23 1973,p 10.

2."Jews to Embrace 1Islam:The key to Middle East Peace™ in
the Muslim News.Cape Town, Vol 13.No.24. 7 Dec. 1973.p.1.
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Similiar articles appeared in other newspapers such as the
Daily News (Tues 21 Nov.1973 p 6.) and the Leader (Thur sday

Nov 23 1973 p 10 ).

Besides the hundreds of lectures organised by the IPCI
itself,Deedat was invited by Muslim orgnisations to present

papers on Islam and da'wah.

Furthermore he became an active participant in the Annual
conventions and forums set out by the Muslim Youth

Movement.

During the latter part of the seventies,Deedat had already
discussed and debated with a number of religious leaders.In
addition he began to make inroads in the néigbouring
states.Similiar talks were given 1in Lesotho,Swaziland,
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), Zambia and other places. _
A special feature article appeared in the Zambia Daily Mail
describing Ahmed Deedat as "Allah's Messenger," extolling

the dynamic work done by him [11].

1."Meet Allah's Messenger" in the Zambia Daily
Mail,Zambla,Sat 23 Aug p 12.
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DEEDAT RECEIVES SEVERE CRI

TICISM FROM TH
AS REFORTED IN THE ARGUS O cao

F JANUARY 20 1989.

‘Anti-Israel’ advert
enrages SA Jews

Staff Reporter

THE South African Jewish community is “angered
and offended” by an advertisement which has ap-
peared in many newspapers throughout the coun-
try, according to a statement by the Western Prov-
ince Zionist Council.

The council says a photograph used in the adver-
tisement shows an Arab woman holding out her
hands to her child apparently fleeing from Israeli
soldiers. Readers were invited to caption the pic-
ture for cash prizes.

“A joint statement by the South African Jewish
Board of Deputies and the South African Zionist
Federation declared that the advertisement was
essentially blatant and transparent propaganda
with the purpose of arousing hostility against the
State of Israel,” the statement said.

ARAB SUFFERING

It also said that if the Islamic Propagation Cen-
tre International was genuinely concerned with
publicising the suffering of the Arab people “it
could have had a competition for captions to pho-
tographs of the almost daily gruesome events in
the Lebanon, where there is a gross disregard for
human life, with different Arab factions brutally
attacking each other.”

“The fact that the IPCI singled out Israel, the
government of which country has openly stated
that it was seeking a peaceful resolution to the dif-
ficult situation in the Gaza and West Bank areas,
is nothing ocher than an exploitation of the prob-
lem for the purpose of disseminating malicious
propaganda, for which the IPCI appears to have
limitless funds,” the statement saur
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The international activities and 1lectures of Ahmed Deedat
will be discussed in more detail in chapter four where an
analysis of the international expansion of the IPCI will be

made.

3.2.4. Conclusion: An Assessment of Deedat's Lectures

In making an assessment of Deedat's lectures and debates,one
is struck by the profound ability of the person to be able
to communicate his message with extreme simplicity choosing
much common words 1in his discourses.Most striking of Ahmed
Deedat 1is his 1in-depth knowledge of the Bible; with ease
Deedat 1is able to quote from memory relevant verses without
reading from the source itself.His arguments have been very
convincing and well authenticated from the very sources of
the religion he may be discussing.This indeed qualifies hin

to be entitled "al-Shaykh" as he is commonly referred to in

the Middle East.
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3.3. DEEDAT AND THE CONTROVERSIES

For the personality and the kind of work Deedat engaged
in,it was inevitable that he would be 1involved 1in
controversies.Any person who 1s involved in public work is
bound to recelve public criticism.Deedat also received his
share of public criticism.These controversies were both from
Muslim and non-Muslims alike.Some of the misunderstandings
resulting from the controversies led to physical assaults as
well as to several court cases between Deedat and his

opponents.

The first time that Deedat was involved in a controversy was
in 1960 which pertained to the transfer of the As-Salaam
land.The conflict was between the donor of the As-Salaam
land,Hajee S.I.Kadwa and Ahmed Deedat.The conflict pertained
to Kadwa's refusal to allow Ahmed Deedat to open a business
at As-Salaam which he claimed was for Deedat's personal
gain.Ahmed Deedat reasoned that the intended business was to
profit the IPCI and not himself or any other person.For this
reason the transfer of the As-Salaam into the name of the
IPCI was delayed.Some of the leading 'ulama' from Durban

were brought in to resolve the matter.The matter was

resolved amicably after a few years.
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A HANDBILL ISSUED BY THE CENTRE CALLING THE TRUSTEES
OF AS-SALAAM AND THE MEMBERS OF THE MUSLIM DIGEST

TO HEAR OUT DEEDAT'S VERSION OF THE AS-SALAAM
CONTROVERSY IN 1962.(ACCORDING TO DEEDAT NOT ONE OF
THE SIX SPECIALLY INVITED SHOWED UP FOR THE MEETING).

—— e —
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A major controversy that emerged in the seventies,involved a
Christian missionary ,John Gilchrist.John Gilchrist brought
a court action for damages against Deedat.Eventually,Deedat
had to pay R1000 damages plus the cost to John Gilchrist
(11.

In another major wupheaval in June 1980, which shocked the
Muslims, involved Ahmed Deedat and the Muslim Youth Movement
on the one side and several 1local Muslims from Port
Elizabeth on the other.In this instance,Deedat and officials
of the Muslim Youth Movement were assaulted outside a masjid
in Durban Street, Ulitenhage.Prior to that incident there
existed differences between the Muslim Youth Movement of
Port Elizabeth and certain individuals 1in the community.
Ahmed Deedat was called upon by the MYM to speak there.
Although the talks given in Uitenhage by Ahmed Deedat were a
success,their stay at Uitenhage was marred by the assault.
Mr .Ahmed Deedat and the members of the MYM decided to lay a
charge of assault against three Muslim individuals who were
responsible for the attack.The hearing took place in the
Uitenhage Magistrate Court on the 8th of February 1982.0f

the three Muslim individuals charged,one was found guilty by

the court.

1.M.Makki "Deedat's 1involvement in various court cases in

Ihe Muslim Digest, Durban,Jul-Oct 1986,Vol 36/37 p 99.
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Another controversy in 1989 that sparked sharp responses

from a few 1individuals was the removal of the booklet

entitled "Islam's Answer to the Racial Problem," from the

IPCI's official booklist. Abdulla Deedat ,the brother of

Ahmed Deedat alleged that the book was removed because the

Centre felt that it might offend certain Arab businessmen in

the Middle East.The Arab businessmen discriminated against

their expatriate workers and this booklet was used by them

to protest against their employers [(1]. The IPCI,however,

explained that the removal of the booklet had nothing to do

with the situation of employer/employee relations in the

Middle East.

In fact,in ,at 1least one of the branches established by the
IPCI in Jeddah, the "Abul Qasim Bookstore™ the booklet is
openly distributed to the Muslims [(2].According to the
Secretary-General, (3] the IPCI publishes many articles and
booklets throughout 1its history and some of these cease
publications after a while, whilst others are repeated;

likewise was the decision of stopping the publication of this
booklet.

1.Ihg_ﬂngllm_pjggg;,Durban,Jdne/July 1989,Vol 39,No.11 & 12
p-43.

2.Interview with G.H.Agjee,Secretary-General of the IPCI.15
July 1989.Durban.

3.Interview with Sec-General 15 July 1989.
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It has been the on-going task of the Centre to bring to the
notice of the public different literature available on Islam
from time to time.Despite this explanation,there is no other
strong reason why it had been removed; the booklet served a
useful function 1in focusing on a very pertinent 1Issue
affecting the Muslims in South Africa:apartheid.There |is
indeed a scarcity of such information about Islam and Racism

and this booklet filled a useful gap in the community.

One of the greatest wuproar that Deedat faced from the
non-Muslims was the release of the video tape of a lecture
given by him,entitled "From Hinduism to Islam."Aécording to
the Hindu community as reported 1in the press [1l],Deedat
defiled and desecrated some of the Hindu gods.There was a
strong reaction from both the Muslims and non-Muslims on the

issue.

l1."Islam Leader criticised for anti-Hinduism tape" in The
sSunday Iribupne Herald,Durban, 13 April 1986, p 1.
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For instance in the Sunday Tribune Herald of 30 April
1986,the 1Islamic Council of South Africa made the following
comments :
"We deplore attempts by any group to
degrade or criticise the religious
beliefs and practices of any other
community.It cannnot serve as
constructive purpose.Such attacks, 1in
addition,merely 1invite counter attacks,
justified or unjustified adding fuel to
fire...We urge Mr Deedat to act
responsibly with wunderstanding of the
fragile base of South African socliety."
(1]
The strong reaction 1lasted several months and many Hindus
threathened to boycott Muslims shops in peedat's
hometown, Verulam.During the controversy,Deedat explained
that the Hindus were overreacting and that his information
was based on discussions with the supervisor of the Umgeni
Road Temple in Durban.Mr.Deedat further stated that to
rectify any misunderstanding that critics thought were in
the lecture,the IPCI suggested Hindu leaders should take a
group of visitors on a guided tour of the temple to give
their viewpoint on the issue.This the IPCI would video tape
and distribute in conjunction with the lecture of Deedat so

that both sides of the story are given.

1."Vvideo Tape Row Rages ICSA" in The Sunday Tribupe,Durban
30 April 1986, p 3.
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The reaction from the Hindu community created a great deal of
hatred and animosity which had an effect on the long term
relations between Muslims and Hindus.Although Deedat's
explanation of the 1incident may be acceptable,the manner in
which he described the gods and deities of the Hindus lacks
wisdom especially when the video-tape is openly distributed

to the Muslim and the non-Muslim public.

Muslims need to understand and respect the religion of others
while conveying the message of Islam.Although Deedat may have
been motivated by the actions of the Prophet Muhammad (SAWS)
who destroyed . the idols of the pre-Islamic Arabs,the
principles of "pikmah" and "beautiful preaching" ought to

have been upheld.

Tﬁere has also been sharp criticism directed against Deedat's
lecture programmes and debates.The relentless criticisms
emanated Since the sixtlies from several Muslim individuals
and organisations, pertained to the manner fh which Deedat
lectured and the type of language he sometimes used to
describe the religious practice and beliefs of others.He has
been severely accused of fault-finding with Christianity and
other religions.Deedat has also been accused of being
insensitive ,abrasive and arrogant about his own findings and
research on other religions.Deedat maintained that his method
of da'wah 1is consistent with the teachings of Islam and
especially of the methods used by the Holy Prophet (SAWS).
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However,in the context of South Africa where religlon and
race have been a sensitive issue for decades, and the search
for racial harmony had 1long been desired,Muslims need to
reappraise thelr methodology of da'wah and of calling to
Islam.Da'wah in the South African context should require
careful thought and planning.In the da'wah efforts of the
Ummah pertinent differences between religions may be
raised,but the method and context in which it is being done,
would require necessary precaution.Most important in this
regard would be the choice of words and the manner of speech

in which the message is being delivered.

Amongst the Muslim organisations that have criticised Ahmed
Deedat,the- Muslim Digest has been most vociferous in this
regard (1]. It has always found fault with Deedat's method
of propagation of Islam.As a result of this difference of
opinion,Mr.Mohammad Makki ,the editor of the Muslim Digest
had printed and distributed hundréds of hand-bills since the
sixties demanding responses from Deedat.The differences
between Deedat and Makki had led to a few court actions of
defamations.In one of the differences in the sixties,
involving Reverend Flowers,the Reverend was required to make

a special trip to South Africa from London to give evidence.

1.This is a magazine published 1in South Africa since the
forties and has a readership amongst Muslims in several
Southern African states such as Malawi,Zimbabwe,Lesotho,

South Africa etc.,The editor of the Muslim Digest since its

inception has been Mohammed Makki.



THE CONTENT PAGE OF THE 38TH VOLUME OF THE MUSLIM
DIGEST (FEB/MAR 1988). (NOTE THE ARTICLES ON
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The Muslim Digest 1is perhaps the only Muslim magazine in
gouth Africa that has devoted so much of time, space and

energy to criticising Deedat and the IPCI.

In the Volume 36/37 issue dated July/oOct 1986,for
instance, 168 pages have been devoted to finding fault with
the IPCI and Ahmed Deedat.Makki's criticisms vary £from
accusing Deedat of harbouring what he claims are
Ahmed1/Qadiani views [1] to that of being a "Sa udi/ Wahhabl

agent [2] promoting unlIslamic beliefs and 1deas.

1.Makki 1is of the opinion that Deedat does not believe in
the bodily ascension of gagrat 'Isa (AS) to the heavens and
his second coming to earth.Makki substantiates his ardquments
by citing Deedat's efforts in selling literature of Muslim
scholars holding this view.For example,Deedat's sale of
Mu?ammad Asad's translation of the Holy Qur‘gn.However,
Deedat has made 1t <clear in an interview with him that he
believes in the bodily ascension of @agrat 'Tsa and his
second coming.(Interview with Deedat 17 August 1990).

2.As Deedat was the recipient of the King Faisal Award by
the Sac udi government and because Deedat received financial
support from the Sacadis,Makki is of the view that Deedat is

an agent for them.

-120-



During the 1late seventies and early eighties,Ahmed Deedat
had been in communication with a well-known person,Dr.

Rashad Khalifa of Tuscon,Texas,USA.

Deedat was impressed with an article by him entitled "The
Perpetual Miracle of Muhammad."which discussed the No.19 in
the Qur'an (1].Early in 1988,Deedat visited the USA and
aftex his arrival into South Africa,he went on a campaign to
propagate the so-called number 19 theory as enunciated by
Dr.Khalifa (2]).Deedat also published a book entitled
"Al-Qur'an-the Ultimate Miracle," wherein he attempted to
prove the significance of the number nineteen {19} and its
relationship, it had with the letters of the Qur'an and in

turn by this number that the Qur'an is the word of Allah.

l. Muslim Digest.June/July 1988 Vol 38 no 10 & 11. p 55.
2.1bid., p 55.
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However upon authentic research on Rashad Khalifa's
mathematical proof theory,several discrepancles were
discovered in his calculations.In May 1988, furthermore,

Rashad Khalifa made a blasphemous claim that he was a

Messenger of God.

He went to the extent of stating that the gadIth and Sunnah
(1] do not form an integral part of the bellefs of the
Mus1im. |
The claims made by Khalifa were refuted by several Muslims
as well as the editor of the Muslim Digest ,Makki (2].In
April 1987,Deedat withdrew his publication and in fact
referred to Rashad Khalifa as the second kadhdhab (liar)
(3]. Deedat. also challenged Rashad Khalifa to a public
debate of which Khalifa had not responded until his

assassination a few years ago.

1.Hadith refers to the sayings of the Holy Prophet (SAWS)

and Sunnah to his deeds and actions.

2.Muslim Digest,Volume 38, p.30.

3.The first kadhdhab in Modern times has been Gulam Ahmad
Q3diyani.
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In 1982 as well as in several other years later
(1988,1989),Deedat came into conflict with the Jews in
South Africa.Deedat published a -pamphlet revealing the
terrorist attacks of Menachin Begin ,the past Premier of
Israel.According to the pamphlet,the British government had
offered a reward of $48 000 dollars for the capture of Begin

in 1947 just before he became the Premier.

About 50 000 copies of the hand-bill were published [1].
Deedat 1in the hand-bill called for a debate on the "Crimes
of Begin." There.was widespread responses from the Jewish
Board of Deputies and Mr.H.Rosenberg,the ex-Director of the
Zionist Federation.In 1989,Deedat received criticism from
the Jewish Board in South Africa and the Zionist Federation
for a plcture he published of a Palestinian mother clptching
her son whom the Israeli soldiers wanted to take away.This

evoked severe criticism from the Jewish community. [2]

1.Al-Qalam, Vol 6 No.8 Oct 1982. pl.
2.1bid., p 1.
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Despite the wvarious criticisms and controversies Deedat has
received full support from the larger Muslim community.The
IPCI has been 1in the forefront with several other leading
Muslim organisations.In this regard,Ahmed Deedat had been
guest to the MYM,an organisation of Muslim Youths-in almost
all of the annual conventions of the Muslim Youth Movement,
delivering papers on propagation.Deedat also participated in
the conferences organised by the Southern Africa Islamic
Youth Conference.He has also been guest to a host of other
organisations in Southern Africa and the neighbouring

states.

3.4 Deedat's Recelves the Highest Honouxr for Muslims-the
International King Felsal Award for Islamic work.

Ahmed Deedat received the International King Faisal Award in
1986 .This inéernational and prestigious award had been
presented for the first time to a Muslim in Southern
Africa.The honourable award was made for the 1life-long
dedication of Deedat to Islam.The award was made on 9 March
1986 .Deedat was chosen Jjointly £for the award with another
Muslim ,Roger Gharoudi,a French philosopher, author and
publisher who had accepted Islam recently.Each recipient
received a cash prize of R100 000 and gold medals.

The Falsal Award was instituted in recognition of services
to Islam by Muslims, by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in the
name of the 1late King Faisal 1bn‘Abduchzfz al-Sacad, {who

was king of Saudl Arabia from 1964 to 1975).
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in the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

King Falsal International Award
for Service to Islam . L

Certificate of King Saisal Inteenational Ymard
for Service to Jslam

The Committee of King Falsal International Award, after perusing the Regulations
of King Falsal International Award as approved by the Board of Trustees of the
King Falsal Charity Foundation by Resolution No. 11-68-98 dated on 10-8-1398
Hijrl, and the Minutes of the Seiection Committee of King Falsal international
Award for Services to Isilam, In its ninth session on 30th Rabl"ul Awwal, 1406 Hijri,
corresponding to 12th December, | 985, declded hereby to grant:

Ustaz Ahmed Hoosen Deedat

King Faisal International Award for Service to Islam jointly of this year, 1406 Hijri, in
. appreciation to his continuous and serious efforts exerted in propagating islam for
around thirty five years, on the local, regional, international and global levels,
particularly as regards the following: " ** ' ' e

\

« His serious participation In numerous Isiamlc conferences.

* Glving numerous lectures in a number of Islamic countries.

* His argumentation against the opponents of islam, and debating
with them In open meetings. '

* His founding of ““As-Salaam’” — an Institution — for ralsing up
students and propagators, and training them to take up the task of
Isiamlc propagation.

e His writing of a number of pamphlets and books published for the
cause of the propagation and combating missionary activities, in
addition to eniightening the Muslims on the principles of their
lllustrious bellef and the rules of their religion. -

Verily the Committee of the Award, while presenting this to him supplicates Ailah to
grant him success, and increase the number of men like him.

Allah is the Grantor of Success

Chalrman

" of the Award Commlittee
issued at Riyadh, under No. 33 :

date 28/6/1406 H :

: Plliiage)
corresponding to 9/3/1986 C.E. .

YYeaebl3ois

NV A RURTEVAVVE S el s el

- Khaild Al-Falsal bin Abdul Aziz

L
—SLATED FROM THE ORIGITA__
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Back in South Africa,several Muslim organisations held a
special reception in July 1986 at the Orient Hall in Durban
in honour of Mr.Deedat for bringing such glory to the

Muslims in South Africa.
Some Recent Milestones in Deedat's Missionary Careexrs

In f988,Deedat presented a series of talks during the month
of Ramaqihu which appeared on several television channels in
the Middle East.In the same year a United Arab Emirates TV
crew arrived 1in South Africa to cover first-hand details of
Deedat's works.During the past few years (1986-1991),Deedat
has presented talks in the United States of America,Hong
Kong,India,Morocqo,Egypt,United Arab Emirates,Sweden,
Al-Dammam, Saudi Arabla,Pakistan and several other countries

in Africa and Asia.

He has met a variety of persons such as the former head of
Uganda,Idi Amin,the ex-boxing champion,Muhammad Ali,Sister
Aisha Lemu from Nigeria,the heads of several 1Islamic
Universities.Shaykh Zayed Bin Sultan Al-Nahayan,President of

c
Al Ain University and several other leading Muslims.

-126-



RECEPTION HELD BY MUSLIM ORGAMISATIONS IN
HONOUR OF AHMED DEEDAT. (1986).

Reception

in honour of

Ustaz Ahmed Deedat

first person in Africa to win the

King Faisal International Award
FOR OUTS TANDING SERVICES TO ISLAM

— ——

Date: - Saturday, 19th July’
Venue: Orient Hall (Centenary Ra. Ducban)
Time: 2.15 p.m.

" Representatives of various Muslim organisations will
address the audience followed by Ustaz Deedat who will
deliver a talk on: ““THERE IS A SIDDIQUE IN YOUR LIFE’’

All Welcome!!!

* Special Accommodation for Ladies *

THE ARABIC STUDY CIRCLE

119 QUEEN STREET, DURBAN.
TELEPHONE: 329790
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DEEDAT IN DEBATE...A FAMILIAR POSE
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3.5.Conclusion

Dr.Fathi oOsman [1] in a review of the life and contribution
of Ahmed Deedat says the following of the man:"Some Muslims
who have attended Deedat's debates find him very aggressive
and often provocative.Thelr argqument is that his style may
ndt be the best to preach Islam.But Deedat has an answer to
his critics.He says that everything he says to Christians is

based on Qur‘'an and Sunnah."

With the various Islamic 1literature available on Muslim
personalities 1in South Africa,there exists extreme views
about the 1life and role of Ahmed Deedat.On the one hand are
those who view him as an instrumental in the destruction of
inter-religious harmony and peace.On the other hand, there
are those who view Deedat as a 'shield' against the
incessant anti-Islamic movements in the activities of the
Christian missionaries and Westernisation.

One such extreme assessment of Deedat 1is expressed by
Mohammad Makki as follows : "This man Ahmed Deedat,
'pretender' to the Islamic throne...could be sald to have
contributed more to diminishing the happiness that has
prevailed in South African religious circles than any other

religious fanatic in the Républic's history." 1[2].

1.Dr.Fathi Osman tProfile on Ahmed Deedat in Arabia

:Islamic World Review,March 1986, p 10.Dr.Fathi Osman was

the editor of the magazine.

2.M.Makki on Ahmed Deedat in Ihg_ﬂgglim_plgg&t,Dbn,Jul/Oct
1986,Vol 36 & 37, p 4.



There is no doubt that he has made an indelible impression
in the minds of the youth,the 0ld and even the women.This
fact 1is clearly visible with the 5oost of video sales
whenever a new one 1is released by the IPCI,and the almost
uncontrollable emotional outbursts whenever he tours the
Muslim world.A touching appraisal of Deedat appeared in the
Convention brochure of the MYM which perhaps sums up the
general feeling of the Muslims towards Ahmed Deedat and in
fact the team of the IPCI: [1].

"We remember clearly when Mr .Ahmed Deedat

addressed a huge gathering of over 3000 at the

Durban City Hall some years ago.Three fundamental

characteristics emerged from his dynamic

lectures.Firstly,he had an intense devotion to

Allah éna to the cause.Secondly, he possessed a

restless soul,wanting a change-a change for tﬁe

better in our Islamic Society.This accounts for

his missionary zeal.Thirdly, he displayed an

unshakable will to get things done.These

qualities are equally found at As-Salaam-the

Islamic Misslionary Institute set in most

Picturesque surroundings headed by Mr.Deedat

himself...no amount of words can adequatley

express our gratitude of ourselves,as Officials

of the M.Y.M. to Mr.Deedat for his great

assistance,and co-operation in repect of the

Convention..."

1.Executive Council (MYM) :Convention Brochure,1972 P 3.
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LIST OF AHMED DEEDAT'S LECTURES

The following pages record a sample of the
hundreds of lectures delivered by Ahmed
Deedat since 1954. The list is divided under
the following headings :

DATE: (day,month, year)

TIME: (actual time of commencement of
lecture)

TOPIC:

VENUE: (the town/clity/country where the
lecture was given)

The 1list does not include the various small
talks,speeches,interviews and papers
presented at . Islamic conferences and

conventlons in South Africa and throughout
the Muslim world.
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14
16
01
06
10
24
25
24
06
04
15
17
28
29
15
20
23
29
01
03
11
29

09

Feb
Jan

Sep
Oct

Nov
Nov
Aug
May
Jul

oct
Nov
Dec
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
May
May
Jul

Aug
Aug
Aug

Sep

1954
1955
1957
1960
1957
1957
1957
1958
1958
1958
1958
1958
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959

1959

TIME

02.00pm
02.30pm
10.00pm
10.00pm
10.00pm
10.00pm
10.00pm
03.00pm
02.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pn
01.15pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
10.00am
08.00pm
08.00pm

08.00pm

TopIC

The First Revelation

Muhammad()in the 0ld & New Testament
Jesus Christ:Man,Myth or God ?

The Truth about Trinity

Is Atonement True ?

Resurrection or Rescitation ?

Two Pictures of Jesus-Quranic & Biblical
Christianity,Our Greatest Ally

Today's Miracle In Propagation

What does the Bible says about Muhammad
wWhat does Jesus says about Muhammad
wWhat does the Bible says about Muhammad
Miracles of Christ

Islam's Solution to Africa's Problems
Muhammad, the Natural Successor to Christ
wWhat the Bible says about Muhammad

Son of God,Son of Man-Whay they Mean
Islam'’s Solution to Africa's Problems
The Natural Successor to Christ

The First Seminary of Islam

Christ in Islam

The Acid Test of Religion

wWhat the.Bible says about Muhammad

-132-

VENUE

Duiban
Durban
Durban
Durban
Durban
Durban
Durban
Umzinto
Durban
Verulam
Verulam
Durban
Verulam
Overport
Durban
Pm-burg
Verulam
Overpori
Ladysmii
Durban
Durban
Verulam

Estcour:



13
20
06
20
11
11
04
13
14
19
26
25
09
03
10
19
17
22
16
05
13
13

14

Jan
Jan
Feb
Apr
May
Aug
Sep
Sep
Sep
Nov
Nov
Nov
Dec
Feb
Mar
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Oct
Mar
Apr

Aug

1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1961
1961
1962
1962
1963
1963
1963
1964
1964
1964
1965
1966
1966

1966

08.00pm
18.30pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
02.30pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
06.00pm
02.30pm
10.30am
10.30am
01.30pm
02.30pm
08.00pm
07.30pm
07.30pm
07.30pm
08.30pm
02.00pm
08.15pm

08.00pm

what the Bible says about Muhammad
Christ in Islam

Acid Test of Religion

Was Christ Crucified ?

what the Bible says about Muhammad
Cross or the Crescent

Islam,the Only Way

Christ in Islam

Christ in Islam

Philosophy of Religion(Islam)
D.R.C.& Hadjie Abdoela

A Reply to Mr.Makki

Calling....

Come to Hear the Reason Why?

The Reason Why ?

Was Christ Cruclfled ?

The Great Sacrifice

Is Jesus God ?

What the Bible says about Muhammad

Muhammad the Natural Successor to Christ

Is the Bible God's Word
The Existence of God

Islam in Contemporary Africa
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cape T.
Wynber
Stangez:
Durban
Kimberl
Cape T
Cape T
Cape T
Clairwo
Durban
Pm-burg
Durban
Durban
Ladysmi
Jo-burg
Jo-burg
Durban
Dundee
Dundee
Rusten-i
Fords-b
Newcast.

Pretori.



19 Nov
09 Aug
15 Jan
25 Feb
26 Feb
08 Mar
13 Apr
22 Jun
24 Jun
26 Jun
27 Jun
12 Jul
23 Jul
10 Dec
19 Jun
J UL

14 Jan

18
20
24
25
26
27
28
30
02
27

30

Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Feb
Apr

Apr

1973
1974
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1975
1976
1976
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1978
1978

1978

IIME
08.30pm

08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
05.00pm
02.30pm
03.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
07.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm

02.30pm

08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
02.30pm
08.00pm
08.00pm

02.30pm

IrorIc

The Qur'an and the Jew

Solution to the Palestinian Problem

What the Bible says about Muhammad

Was CHrist Crucified?

What the Bible says about Muhammad

Islam and the African

Was Christ Crucified ?

Christ in Islam

What the Bible says about Muhammad
Muhammad the Natural Successor to Christ
Was Christ Crucified ?

Was Christ Crucified ?

Muhammad the Natural Successor to Christ
Muhammad the Greatest

Peace with God

Nine Lectures at Various Venues

Was Chrsit Crucified ?

Was

was

was

was

Was

Was

Was

was

Christianity,Communism and Islam

The Qur'an and the Computer

Christ
Christ
Christ
Christ
Christ
Christ
Christ

Christ

Crucif}ed
Crucified
Crucified
Crucified
Crucified

Crucfied

?

Crucified ?

Crucified ?

Is Jesus God ?
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Durban
Transvac
Benoni
Benoni
Benoni
D;rban
Cape T
Cape T
Jo-burg
Jo-burg
Durban
London
Durban
Durban
Cape T.
Cape T.
Jo-burg
Durban
Pm-burg
Ladysmit
Newcastl

Estcourt

.Stanger

P.Shep.
Durban
Durban
Newcastl

Ladysmit.



DATE

15
16
17
29

19
19

13
30
30
31
01
05
31
02
08
14
16
17

05

sep
Sep
Sep
Oct

Feb

Mar
Jun
Aug
Mar
Mar
Apr
Aug
Oct
Dec
Dec
Apr
Apr
Apr

Sep

J UL

15
03
a7

o7

Dec
Nov
Ooct

Aug

JUN

22
24
25
26
27
28

29

Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun

Jun

1978

1978
1978
1978
1979
1980
1981
1981
1982
1982
1982
1982
1982
1983
1983
1984
1984
1984
1984
1985
1985
1986
1987
1988
1988
1988
1988
1988

1988

1988

1988

1988

TIME

08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
02.30pm
02.30pm
08.15pm
08.15pm
08.15pm
12.15pm
09.30pm
08.00pm
08.00pm
08fQ0pm
08.00pm
08.00pm

08.00pm

06.15pm
06.30pm
07.00pm

02.30pm

Bvening

TOPIC
what the Bible 3ays about Muhammmad

Christ In the Relligion of Islam

Islam and Other Religions

Qur'an or Bible.Which is God's Word ?
Qur'an or Bible.Which is God's Word ?
Al-Qur'an,the Ultimate Miracle

What the Bible says about Muhammad
Was Christ Crucified ?

Iran,A Nation Reborn

Iran,A Nation Reborn

Iran,A Nation Reborn

Arab and Israel.Conflict or Conciliation
Was Chrilst Crucified ?

Christ Crucified ? Hoax or History ?
What the Bible says about Muhammad
Crucifixlon or Crucifiction ?
Al-Qur'’an ,A Visual Miracle

Is Jesus God ?

Islam and Christianity

Twenty-one lectures on variuos topics
Is Jesus God ?

Is the bible god's Word ?

A Lecture on Islam

Qur'an or the Bible.Which 1s God's Words

_Seven Lectures on Islam and Christianity

Al-Qur'an,A Mliracle of Miracles.

Qur'an or the Bible.Which Is God's Words
"From Ignorance to Islam."

Preview of Debate with Dr.A.Shorrosh
Universal Brotherhood in Islam

Muhammad ( ) in the Bible.

Islam.Its Vision and Mission
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Maseru
Maseru
Maseru
Cape T.
Durban
Cape.T
Lesotho
Durban
Verulam
Stanger
Pr.Shep.
Durban‘
HongKong
Roodeport
Gaborone
Cape.T.
Cape.T
Cape T.
Cape T
England
England
U.s.Aa.
Pakistan
England
England
India
India
India
India
India
India

India



In the historical development of the IPCI, the eighties
represent a very excilting period because the Centre
mushroomed 1into the international arena.The most compelling
moments of such a period indeed has been the unique debates
and 1lectures that the President,Ahmed Deedat has had with
world religious figures.Spiralling from the endeavours of
the President,there resulted 1in an almost uncontrollable
manner,the development of a network for the distribution of
video casettes and booklets in several languages throughout
the world. .

This internationalism was not confined to debates and
lectures only,but was characterised by international da'wah
training programmes and the distribution of copies of the
Holy Qur'an and other Islamic 1literature to over twenty
other countries of the world [1].As a result,the IPCI was
bound to expand physically which led to its acquisition of
an expensive premises in Queen Street-an action unsurpassed

in the history of Muslim da'wah work in South Africa [2].

l.Interview with G.H.Agjee,Sec~General.l5 May 1989 .Durban.
2.The Queen Street premises refers to the Bin-La-Din Centre
purchased in 1986.At present renamed "IPCI Centre."
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The international recognition of the colossal work and
dedication of Deedat was marked by the King Falsal Award
which he received 1in 1986.It was perhaps this event and
achievement that accelerated the IPCI's fame.

Ahmed Deedat himself became a well-known figure in the
Muslim world which resulted in his meeting of various heads

of states and other important Muslim personalities.

4.1 INTERNATIONAL DEBATES AND LECTURE PROGRAMMES

"We are contemplating an invasion of England this July
(1985).It 1is an invasion in reverse.The British ruled over
countries-Indla,Egypt, Malayasia etc., for over a hundred
years.Now for the conquest of Britain for Islam.Not with
bombs and guns,but with love,compassion and logic.Let us
hope the Anglican bishops and Archbishops will prove more
manly than the Pope." [1].

This extract appeared in a handbill distributed by the IPCI
entitled "His Holiness Plays Hide and Seek with Muslims."
It 1indeed marks the beginning of expansion of the IPCI
activities and programmes beyond the borders of South
Africa.Although the IPCI had been recelving letters and
quelries from overseas and although at least a few lecture
tours were conducted by Ahmed Deedat outside South Africa
before 1980,there 1is no doubt that the eightlies heralded

the IPCI's entry into the international arena.

1.Pamphlet distributed by the IPCI,Jan/Feb 1985.p 4.
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4.2 change of Name of the IPCI.

At this Jjuncture,it is interesting to note a minor but very
significant change was made to the name of the IPCI.

As a result of introducing the lecture programme into the
international arena,the IPCI began to refer to itself as the
Islamic Propagation éentre International.The term
"international™ was only wused since 1982 to describe the
extended role of the IPCI in the Muslim world.Prior to this

period the IPCI was known as the Islamic Propagation Centre.
4.3 Dpa'wah to Pope John Paul II.

An important event marking the entfy of the IPCI into the
international arena was the attempts made to conduct a
dialogue with Pope John Paul II.On 1 June 1984 (1], a letter
requesting a meeting with the Pope was sent to his
secretariat.A reply was received 1indicating that the Pope
was agreeable to meet Mr.Deedat in private.However,no

further developments occurred thereafter.

1.Extracted from the pamphlet produced by the IPCI ,1 June
1984 in English and Arabic.This was distributed throughout
South Africa and the Middle East.A quarter millon were

distributed.
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Copy of the telegram sent to the Pope (1985).

e e

, INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAM C ijx/ © AMOUNT/BEDRAG LD No
_ INTERNASIUNALE TELEGRAM

Zcze Arsosred | Checked | Entered | Checked
Account/fRlekening no. Asngesisen| Gekon- on s/c Gakon-

troleer Op rek. troleer
| I l L I E ingeskryf

i 1 I
Destination Indlcator | |Rste cods  Origin Words Cuae " [sar.See. cade QN ae et io ven wroor:
Bestemmingeenwy ser Terietkode Herkoms Woorde Lendkode Dienskode boe

aamanlicoaninss Basl NEREREE

Class Office of origin/Kentoor ven herkoms Words Daete Code time | Service instructions:

Klas L:J ‘[:\LR ERT 7%';} I'.homm K/o;;t;z_s‘,ohnllnuvuklhu

Rate | 81.0CK 1 &~ TERS
Tarlet

F .. '

%) DE —¢ of sander / o8 .
to AHN.\E Hané;okoni‘nq v:\ afsender /W NM :3:"’1 Qﬁlﬂad.msaa.Arcad.e,.Dbn,‘kQO'l

Moat nie grtele- Initiels and turneme in block letrers Telephone number (if any)
gateer word nie. | Voorietters en van in hioklettars Ry T . (W ) D3 7,12 L RN Telefoonnommer (g3 daer is) 39Q518

NB—-The Depertmant is not liebla fcr losses incurred through incorrect
tranymirsion, daley or non-detivory of telegrams. Indistinct handvwiting
can cause delays and incorrect transmission.

{P 0 20782-82-1 800 0V0)

LW.-Die Departament is nie ssnspreekiik vir veriiese vweens die onjuiste oorsending,

vertraging of nie-afiewering van telegramme nis. Onduidelike skrif kan vertraging en
onjuiste corsending vercorsask.

T28
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On 17 September 1984, (1] another letter requesting the Pope
for a dlalogue on a public scale was sent.It was requested
that the dialogue be conducted at St Peter's Square.However
despite several subsequent telegrams and 1letters sent

thereafter no respose was received from the Pope's office.

Subsequently,the Centre published a handbill entitled "The
Pope ©plays hide and seek." The phamphlet stated that the
call that was made previously by the Pope [2] was a bluff.It
was really a call by the Pope to convert the Muslims rather
than to engage with them in any form of dialogue.The IPCI

has not received any reply from the Pope since.

1. Ibid., p 3.
2. The Pope had made a call for dialogue which was reported

in the Rand Daily Mail,Johannesburg. November 30 1984.
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PANPHLET DISTRIBUTED BY THE CENTRE DISCLOSING
‘BY THE POPE.

THE °"HIDE AND SEEK°~ °"PLAYED

POPE JOHN PAUL II

most-popular and the most diplomatic of all Popes in Christendom.

e

il Py

He makes everyone happy. On avery forel
he makes the SOOJOOD, the prostration

the Muslim very happy too.” °,. \,\4 Bl

TN

3.

His prostrations make the Hlndu; t.he>Chri-atlan én
Because the Pope is biessing his landl - -

gn soit he Iarids. he kluu'tho ground — :
(the climax In the Muslim prayer) — oniya -’

et




Another effort of the IPCI to introduce itself at
international 1level was to arrange numerous debates and’
lectures of Ahmed Deedat with international evangelists
and Iimportant Christian personalities 1in Europe and the
United States of America.These 1included such persons as
J immy Swaggart, (a world-reknown international
tele-evangelist) Dr.Anis Shorrosh, (a Palestinian Christian
scholar of the Bible who wunderstands and speaks Arabic
fluently) Dr.Floyd E.Clark (Professor of the Bible) and

many others.

The debates were held mainly in the United States and in
England.Several of the debates were held at the famous
Royal Albert , Hall in London.All of his debates were filled
to capacity crowd.Most of the debates and symposiums
attracted Muslim and Christian scholars,public-figures and
politicians [1].The proceedings of all the functions have
been video-recorded and distributed at a nominal cost to

the people locally and internationally.

Deedat's earliest overseas encounter began in the late
seventies when he was invited by several national Islamic
organisations in South Africa and Mauritius to deliver a
talk at the First International Islamic Confereﬁce in

Mauritius.Deedat spoke on the topic "Propagation in Islam"

(21.

l.Interview with Ahmed Deedat.3 June 1990.Verulam.

2.Al-Qalam,Dec 1984.p.3.
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In 1982,Ahmed Deedat and several other Muslim leaders in
South Africa were invited by the 1Iranian Government to
participate in their Third Anniversary of the Iranian

Revolution of 1979.

In November 1584,Deedat toured Malayasia where he met the
Prime Minister,Mahathir MoQammad and other government
officials.Deedat also delivered a series of lectures to the
local Muslimé in the country.However,Deedat became more
widely known overseas because of his famous debates that he

took part in,

The first of the debates took place in the Royal Albert Hall
in London 1in "July 1985.The title of the debate was "Was
Christ Crucified".The debate was against Dr.Floyd E.Clark ,a
Professor (Emiritus) of the Johnson Bible College of the
United States.This debate was hailed a great succéss in
which Deedat was effectively able to refute the Christian
belief of the crucifiction of Hadrat 'Isa (AS) (Jesus).
Subsequently,while Ahmed Deedat was in the United Kingdom, he
gave other lectures for the local Muslim population.

During December of the same year,another debate was held
with Dr.Anis Shorrosh in the Royal Albert Hall in
London.Dr.Shorrosh ,a Palestinian Christian took up the
challenge of debating with Deedat when Deedat made an open
call for one in one of his previous lectures.
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IWZAI!F (ZEII!I!F?F

CRUCIFIED?

1200 MILLION CHRISTIANS SAY “YES!P” !

1000 MILLION MUSLIMS SAY “NO!”
WHERE LIES THE TRUTH? .- YOU BE THE JUDGE?

ROYAL
ALBERT
HALL

Dr.FLOYD E. CLARK LONDON AHMED DEEDAT
PROFESSOR EMERITUS , MUSLIM SCHOLAR
Johnson Bible College USA. of the Christian Bible S.A.

SUNDAY 7 JULY 1985 &%
CHRIST

CHRISHIANITY Bl w ISLAIM

FRI. 5 JULY at 6.30 p.m. | SAT. 6 JULY at 6.30p.m

AT THE VILLIERS HIGH AT THE ORCHARD SCHOOL |
SCHOOL HALL, VILLIERS RD. HALL, STOKE ROAD,
SOUTH HALL SLOUGH
MIDDLESEX GT. LONDON

ALL QUESTIONS / RED |
ALL SEATS FREE — NO COLLECTION
ALL FAITHS AND DENOMINATIONS WELCOME

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION/-LADIES

ONE OF THE FIRST LECTURES/SYMPOSIUMS OVERSEAS
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INTERNATIONAL ARENA-DEBATE AGAINST DR.AHMED SHORROSH

AHMED DEEDAT DR. ANIS SHORROSH
- MUSLIM SCHOLAR OF THE MASTER OF DIVINITY
CHRISTIAN BIBLE — RS.A. t the CHRISTIAN ARAB FROM U.SA.
a

NATIONAL EXHIBITION CENTRE
BIRMINGHAM U.K.

SUN. 7 AUG. ’88
Al 2.30 p.m. SHARP!
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What has been described as the greatest debate of the
century was that held against Dr.Jimmy Swaggart,the
international tele-evangelist.This debate took place in the
United States on 3 November 1986.The title of this
formidable debate was "Is the Bible God's Word ? "and it was
organised by the Islamic Student Assoclation of Louisiana;
the chair-person for the debate was Imam Siraj Wahaj of New
York.According to a news report 1in the Leader (South
Africa),Jimmy Swaggart headed a power ful missionary
organisation called the American Evangelist Movement.
According to the article,the budget of this movement

amounted to 100 million dollars annually. [1l].

This historic - debate which had world wide coverage via
satellite was perhaps the most exciting moment for both
Muslims and Christians throughout the world.According to the
Leader's report,about 8000 people attended the debate [2].It
was during the course of this debate that Ahmed Deedat
offered other world evangelists such as Billy Graham,Jerry
Falwel and Pat Robertson,10 000 dollars for a debate with
himself on ANY topic relating to Islam and Christianity.

Both speakers had carefully prepared their arguments.A
peculiar feature of the debate was the offer of a hundred
dollars made by Deedat to Swaggart to read certain verses

from the Bible which Deedat suggested was pornographic.

l."Deedat vs Swaggart"in The Leader,Durban,28 Nov 1986,p 1.
2.Ibjd., p 1.

-146-



AHMED DEEDAT
MUSLIM SCHOLAR' OF THE
CHRISTIAN BIBLE — R.S.A.

AND

JIMMY SWAGGART

WORLD-RENOWNED CHRISTIAN
MISSIONARY — U.S.A.

at the

UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA

(Baton Rouge, Louisiana, U.S.A.)

MON. 3 NOV. ‘86
at 6.30 p.m. SHARP/

' DEBATE IS THAT BOTH THE

" PROTAGONISTS WILL USE THE
5.~ CHRISTIAN BIBLE TO PROVE THEIR
‘4, RESPECTIVE CONTENTIONS.

= THE AMAZING THING ABOUT THIS - -

3

o

=73 ALL QUESTIONS ANSWERED - -
“ALL SEATS FREE — NO COLLECTION
_-=r. CHRISTIANS, MUSLIMS & .- .
.. & OTHER FAITHS WELCOME -7

it S el Py . .
v BRI U

=~ aweses - rossiss

N THE EIGHTIES...
DEEDAT AGAINST SWAGGART

v ACCOMMODATION FOR LADIES

b [ T
!! L R R 4

L0 SCUTH ABRICA [LLEP»UMR 1J1) 129910, 11284
:
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Jinmmy Swaggart took wup the challenge and recited the

respective verses of Ezekial Chapter 23 of the 014

Testament.

Towards the latter part of 1987,a lecture tour was arranged
to the East.This was part of the on-going world-wide lecture
tours that the' IPCI was organising for Ahmed Deedat.During
this 1lecture tour,in October 1987,Mr.Ahmed Deedat met the
. President of Pakistan ,the 1late General 2Zia al-Haq.He
exchanged 1ideas with him about the role of da'wah and the
work carried out by Christian missionaries in Pakistan.
During the tour of the country he once lived in for a short
while, Deedat 1lectured to Muslims at about thirty different
venues.This included places 1like Peshawar,Sialkot,Lahore,
Islamabad,Rawéipindi,Quetta and Karachi.In the same year he
attended the 10th Anniversary of Alfkin Universit; in the

United Arab Emirates.

In December 1987,Deedat toured the islands of Maldives near
Sri Lanka.He was 1invited by the Islamic Call Society of
Libya at 1its 1international conference held in the Maldives
Capital of Male.Deedat met the the President,Hamoon‘Abdul
Khayoom.In his opening address,the President paid tribute to
Ahmed Deedat's role in da'wah work (1].The conference
attracted delegates from all parts of the world including
Nigeria,Pakistan,Japan, the United Arab Emirates and
Europe.The chief guest was Sharifudin Peer-Zada,Secretary-

General of the Organisation of Islamic Conference.

1.Al-Burhaan,Durban Vol 1 No.l Dec 1987.p.3.
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Bible. Founder and President of the
Islamic Propagation Centre, Interna-
tional. Author of a dozen publica-
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Early in 1988,Deedat embarked on what ended up to be one of
his busiest years of tours and lectures 1in the Middle
East.This included visits to the following countries: United
Arab Emirates,Dammam,Kuwait,Oman and Qatar.During this tour
Deedat had the occasion of meeting the ;first Muslim in
Space,Prince Sultan Salmin Abdul ‘Aziz (1.

Next he attended the eleventh Da'wah International
Conference held 1in Cailro [1].Hefe,[slam1c workers f£rom 88
different countries attended the conference which was
officially ‘opened by the President of Egypt and the then
Chairman of the Organisation for African Unity

(OAU) ,President Hosni Mubarak.

Subsequently Deedat,went visiting other Middle Eastern
countries where he once again lectured to Muslims.This time
under the auspices of the Saudi Arabian based Muslim World

- Coer -
League Rabitah al-Alam al-Islami [2].

Finally,in June the same year Deedat visited the U.K. where

he spoke at the Universlty of Cambridge,Wembley Stadium, the

London Mosque and other places.

1l.aAl-Burhaan,vVolume 1 No.2 Jan 1988,p 3.

2.1bid., Volume 1 N6.2 Jan 1988,p 3.
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former head of Pakistan,President Zia al- Hagq



gince 1988,Deedat has made several more visits to other
countries.Another debate was also organised in the U.K.
again with Dr.A.Shorrosh.Many of the lectures of Deedat were

broadcast to all the Middle Eastern countries

In addition a special pre-recorded lecture a day by Ahmed
Deedat was also broadcast to all Middle East TV networks

during Ramaqi»n that year [(11].
4.4 International Islamic Da'wah Training Programme

A second most important feature of the embarkment of the
IPCI into the international arena was the international
da'wah training programmes.

During March 1988 to Aprli 1988,the first international
da'wah training programme began in Durban.The entire
programme was administered by Ahmed Deedat's brother,Abdulla
Deedat under the supervision of the President of the
IPCI.The course was organised on an international scale by
placing newspaper adverts in the 1local newspapers and
through handbills posted to all international organisations

inviting candidates to apply £for enrolment 1in these

programmes.

1.Ibid., Vol 3 No.3 1988, p.3.
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This advert was distributed throughout the Muslim World,

advertising the Tralning programme.

The Islamic Propagation Centre International is convening an
INTENSIVE COURSE for MALE DAEES from 4st MARCH 1988 to 30th
APRIL 4988 In Durban South Africa under the supervision and
guidance of its Founder and President Ahmed Deedat.

Candidates who wiil be considered
should be:

M (@) PROFICIENT IN ENGLISH

(b) THEIR OWN LOCAL LANGUAGE

(c) POSSESS AT LEAST A MATRICULATION
CERTIFICATE

(d) HAVE THE ABILITY TO READ THE QURAN
IN ARABIC

ABDULLAH H. DEEDAT )
Full board and accommodation will be provided by the Islamic

Propagation Centre Intemational for the duration of the course.
Retum airfare will also be bome by us. :

Applicants must provide us with a personal bio-data with
reference to experience, if any. in the Dawah field. Please send us
4 passport photographs and photostats of relevant pages from the
passpoit showing validity of passport.

Please also supply us your:
(a) FULL ADDRESS
(b) TELEPHONE NUMBER
(c) TELEX NUMBER IF
(d) FAX NUMBER ANY

Closing date for applications is 10th JANUARY 1988, Successful
candidates will be informed by 4st FEBRUARY 1988.
Wirite to:
ABDULLAH DEEDAT
(INTERNATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMMER)
ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE INTERNATIONAL
P.O. 2439 DURBAN 4000 SOUTH AFRICA
TELEX: (095) 624845 IPCI SA FAX: (027-31) 3040326
TELEPHONE: (027-031) 3060026/3060027

© TRANS NAIAL PRINTERS - VERULAM
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Every participant was provided with full returm alr-fare,

boarding and lodging at a local hotel in Durban.The lectures
were held in the auditorium of the IPCI in Queen Street.Some
of the topics that were included in the curriculm were as

follows:

(a) Western and Christian Propaganda against Islam.

(b) Non-Muslim opinion on Islam against Islam.

(c) Comparative Religion.

(d) In-depth study of Ahmed Deedat's lecture programmes.
(e) The Bible and its various versions.

(£) The Status of Women in the Qur'an and the Bible.

The £irst Da'wah training Programme was prograﬁmed for
candidates from all over the world.A second one was held in
1989 for candidates from Africa only.

About twenty candidates from eighteen different countries
attended the first programme.In the second programme,
lectures were conducted by Ahmed Deedat,Abdulla Deedat and a

visitor from the United States,Hamza Abdul Malik ([1].

1.Al-Burhaan,April 1988,Vol 1.No.2. p 1.
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4.5 PHYSICAL CHANGES MADE TO ITS HEADQUARTERS.

During the significant period of the eighties,the 1IPCI
headquarters 1itself wunderwent a tangible face 1ift in order
to better cope with 1its worldwide activities.As the
organisational functions began to widen,a new administrative

structure and machinery had to be established.

Administrative Building.

A historic change occured when the Centre was able to
purchase the Sayani Centre in Queen Street in 1986.This was
the first major purchase made by the Centre for an amount of
R4 825 million.Cash donations were received mainly from
overseas sponsors and from the local Muslim community.The
entire office now moved from the old Madrasah Arcade
building to the new building which was furnished with the
best decor.The new office building came to be known as
Bin~-La-Din Centre [2].The name Bin-La-Din has now been
removed as the major donor,Bin-La Din did not wish his name

to be displayed.Thus the building is now simply known as
the IPCI.

1.Al-Burhaan,Vol 1. No.2 April 1988, p 1.

2.This is the name of the main donor of the building.
Bin-La-Din owns a large construction firm in Saudi Arabia
and at present he has been contracted to effect major
extensions to the Masjid-al-Nabi and to the Haram in Makka.
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THE NEW IPCI HEADQUARTERS.THE TOP RIGHT INSET
SHOWS THE BUILDING BEFORE IT WAS RENOVATED.

R ——
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ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE INTERNATIONAL i
124 Quoon Shinet, Duiban 4001, South Alrica — Phone (031) 3060026/7 — Tix: (095) 8-21815 IPC} SA — Fax: (027-31) 3040326 o
_ |
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Since the purchase of this building,the IPCI has bought two

other buildings in Durban Central.

Secretariat.

At present,the Central Office 1is under the supervision of
the Secretary-General (Mr.G.H.Agjee).Until 1980,Mr.G.H.E.
Vanker served in this position.For a short while,Advocate
Yusuf Buckas (Baksh) succeeded Mr.Vanker.Yusuf Buckas in
fact became one of the first five trustees of the TRUST
BOARD of the IPCI when it was formed in 1985 [1].He
manifested great potential as a debater and lecturer.While
in office,he delivered several lectures in South Africa and
overseas.During 1986-1987 Mr .Buckas was 1involved 1in a
conflict with - Mr.Deedat and some members of the Trust Board
on administrative and financial matters which resulted, in
the resignation of Mr.Buckas 1in January 1987 and he was

subsequently replaced by Mr.G.H.Agjee.

4.6.Conversion Section

This department,though not operating separately per se,ls
nevertheless an important segment of the Central Office
functiop.All persons who accept Islam are gliven a
certificate 1indicating their' acceptance of 1Islam.If need

be,an identity card is also issued [(2].

l.See Chapter Two,under Management Trust Board, p 73 for

more details.
2.Interview with Mr.G.H.Agjee.Dec 1989.Durban.
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THIS IS AN IDENTI y CARD ISSUED BY THE OFFfGE T0

NEV HUSLIHS.

° LI
IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, MOST GRACIOUS
MOST MERCIFA

“SAY: HE IS ALLAM, THE ONE AND ONLY,
ALLAH, THE ETERNAL ABSOLUTE;
ME BEGETTETH NOT, NOR IS HE BEGOTTEN;
AND THERE IS NONE LIKE UNTO HIM."’
{Glorfous Quran 112: 1-4}

4

In the event of his/her death, please notify our
* office, Phone 3060026/7 or the nearest
Muslim or a Muslim Mosque.

ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE

~ P.0. BOX 2439, DURBAN 4000
3rd FLOOR, SAYANI CENTRE
Crw. GREY & QUEEN STREETS

DURBAN 4001 SOUTH AFRICA
PHONE 306-0026/7 (031)

R
«0"%’{”
o &

| AM A MUSLIM

This is to Certify thet ML 2.3 . VAT ILL

has embraced Islam atthe 1 .7 . C.. 1. ..
P.2. DOX 2439, DURBAN.

......................................
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ISSUED

NUMBER OF CERTIFICATES
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The graph indicates the number of certificates handed out

new Muslims from the Black community.It excludes hundreds of

new Muslims

to

who have not required certificates such as the

Indians,Coloureds and Whites.(Information extracted from the

“"Conversion Files" of the IPCI).



4.7. Qur'an Distribution Depaxrtment

Since the inception of the IPCI,the importance of
understanding the Qur'an has been consistently emphasised.To
this end,daily extracts of Qur'anlic verses were placed in
local newspapers.At times,the IPCI printed specific verses
of the Qur'an on sheets of card-board in gloss to enlighten

Muslims about specific issues.

The distribution of the translation of the Qur'an had been a
very important programme of the IPCI.By obtaining
sponsors,the IPCI has been able to distribute millions of

coples of the Qur'an.

At present, the IPCI through its Qur'sn distiibution
Programme advertises the sale of the copies 1in various
hewspapers,magazines and journals.As the copies are
sponsored, they are sold at cost price of R10 a copy.

The IPCI has indeed distributed thousands of copies of the
Qur'an to schools and institutions of learning.There are
several English translations of the Qur'an.But the most
widely read translation is that of 'Abd Allah Yusuf cAlI.The
IPCI has acquired 'Abd Allah Yusuf ‘Alz's copies printed in
the Middle East and distributed there.
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A typical advert on the Qur ’an.
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Thus far 85,000 of Allama Yusuf Ali’s translation and commen-
tafy have passed through the hands of THE ISLAMIC
PROPAGATION CENTRE INTERNATIONAL. Notwithstanding
spiralling printing costs the entire world is able to procure a copy
of the Holy Quran at a nominal cost. The deserving, of course,
receive it free of charge in any part of the globe.

We have now confirmed an order for 100,000 (one hundred -
thousand) volumes of the Holy Qur’an.

Help us to flood the world with ALLAH'S KALAAM. R

Average cost of each volume is $10. A veritable encyclopaedia

of Islam, 1920 pages of Arabic text, English translation and
~ commentary. ' '

BE A PARTNER IN THIS NOBLE VENTURE!!!




4.8. Audio-video Production Department

This 1is perhaps one of the most important department of the
IPCI.This modern innovation is a new development and is
being used to the maximum in every sense of the word.Some

of its task are as follows:

(a) production of audio-visual Islamic
materials for both Muslims and non-Muslims.
(b) video-recording of all activities of the
IPCI.

(c) reproduction and distribution of all

such video- recordings.

An important task of the Audio-video department,is the
establishment of small auditoriums in various cities,called
the "Islamic Visions Programmes";it entails the conversion
of shops on street levels to auditoriums where the videos of
the IPCI are shown on an almost 24 hour cycle.The purpose of
this venture is to advertise the various videos and
literature to pedestrians and shoppers.A full-time dg'iyyah
is usually stationed at the auditorium to answer any
questions or queries on Islam.(See page 164 for picture of
one of these auditoriums situated in Queen Street,Durban).
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Islamlc Telecoms (now known as “Islamic Visions ') is

sltuated 1In Queen Street. Durban.




In 1987,the first of such Islamic Vision centre was opened in
West Street,Durban.This was £followed by one opened in Queen
Street,Durban.Since,1989,the West Street Centre has been
closed.Early in 1991,the IPCI converted the cinema situated
in one of their buildings into a fully-fledged
auditorium.This auditorium which 1is situated in Victoria
Street,Durban, comprises modern audio-visual equipment for
mass viewing.It is called the Abdul ‘Azlz Auditorium.

A unique feature of the Auditorium is the larger-than-1life
image of the speaker that is projected onto a giant screen
which makes an incredible impact on the audience.

The video production department is manned by a supervisor of
the video section whose function 1is to oversee both the
ideological contents and technical details of the videos

produced.He is assisted by qualified staff.

To date the Centre has produced more than seventy various
video recordings of all local and international
debates,lectures and other similiar programmes.On the
physical side of video productions,there exists video
equipments worth thousands of rands.A special editing room
has been constructed at the IPCI Centre.The task of editing
is to 1insert extracts from reference materials on to the
video-tapes.all video-recording are of broadcasting quality,
with clear picture reproductions.A special television studio
for interviews and a video-room are incorporated in the video

department
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4.9. International Video Centres.

In 1983,the Video Department opened a branch in Abu Dhabi,in
the Persian Gulf at a centre called "Al-Amanah Centre" ([1].In
1985,another branch was opened 1in Dubal in the United Arab
Emirates which 1is run by a Mubammad‘hbbés.ln 1986 a branch
was opened in Jeddah in Saudi Arabia at a shop called "Abul
Qasim Book Store".These Centres have been distributing about

a thousand cassettes a month [(2].

4.10. Open-Night at a Masiid (Mosque).

Beginning in 1987,a new feature was 1introduced by the
IPCI.This 1is called the OPEN NIGHT PROGRAMME which is held in
various residential areas occupied mainly by Christians and
Jews.This activity 1is different from the regular tour of the

masjid that the IPCI organised during the day.

The "Open -night" programme 1is concentrated at certain
residential areas in which there exists a greater number of

Christians and Jews.

l.Interview with Yusuf Deedat.30 August 1990.Durban.
2.1bid., 30 August 1990.
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This advert was distributed to hundreds of non-Muslim

residents living near the masjids calling them to the..

open night to the musJjid.

AN OPEN
NIGHT THE MOSQUE

'DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU
AND YOUR FAMILY TO SEE A MOSQUE!

® WITNESS FIRSTHAND
THE MUSLIM AT PRAYERI

® HAVE ALL YOUR NAG-
- GING QUESTIONS ON
RELIGION ANSWEREDI

® LET US BUILD BRIDGES
OF FRIENDSHIP AND -
UNDERSTANDING

Sooﬂe Mosque

" MEN, WOMEN
AND CHILDREN
OF ALL FAITHS

WELCOME

,___..,

- Enfrance to Mosque

SAMOOSAS, EASTERN EATS AND BEVERAGES WILL BE SERVED
‘ NO COLLECTION OF ANY KIND

Date : WEDNESDAY, 30th MARCH 1988
AT 7.30 P.M.
Venue: SOOFIE MOSQUE
119 Jan Hofmeyer Road, Westville
(Next to “Handy Green Grocer” and “Plck 'n Pay”)

PHONE MR. CASSIM AT (034) 3060026 AND MAKE ARRANGEMENTS
AS SPACE IS LIMITED

g ALL WELCOME




The main objective of these night programmes is to invite
non-Muslims to participate in them so as to be
enlightened about Islam.At the same time they are given a
tour of the masjid and the various aspects of Islamic

beliefs and practices are explained to them.

4.11. The Correspondence Department

A special correspondence department has been established in
order to cope with the many requests for literature and
}nformation on Islam.All such letters are referred to the
department's head who in turn decides what is to be sent or
how the letters are to be answered.Therafter the letters
are divided 1into several stacks and distributed  to the
various correspondence clerks and researchers to attend
to.Presently at least 200 hundred letters are recelved from
throughout the world requesting for literature .An average

of at least 300 letters are maliled daily from the IPCI [1].

l.Interview with G.H.Agjee.20 July 1990.The IPCI has
record of correspondence from over 100 countries.Letters
are receiﬁed from Muslims from remote parts of the
world.This includes such countries as Romania,Fiji
Islands,Yugoslavia, Dominican Republic,Cyprus,
Suriname,Nigeria,China,Bolivia and many others.
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An _Assessment

As mentioned in the first chapter, da'wah in Islam is
all-encompassing.It embraces the 1idea of calling towards
Allah to both Muslims and non-Muslims.There is no one method
prescribed by Islam in doing da'wah.However,broad principles
and guidelines may be deduced from the practices of the Holy
Prophet (SAWS) and his 1illustrious companions (R.A.) From
the study of the life of the Prophet one may conclude that
the Holy Prophet was concerned about doing da‘'wah as well as
its method.The METHOD of da'wah ,however, changed from one

place to another.

For example,in the beginning of his message, during the
Makkan period,his appeal was directed only to those who were
sympathetic to him and who were very close to him.

It was directed to those whom he could trust without any
doubt.In this instance,his method was of a personal nature.
After three years had transpired,and when his numbers were
sufficient -to withstand resistance, he extended his call to
his family and relatives.His method changed-he called them
to a meal and then addressed them.As Allah ordained in the
Qur'an:

"And admonish thy nearest kinsmen." [1].

l.al-Qur'3n, 26:214.
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In Madina,having established an Islamic State there,a state
in par with other contemporary powers,the Prophet sent
groups of du'at to propagate Islam,and to the heads of
states he sent them letters of invitation.

The Qur'an,has set out important guidelines regarding the
method of da'wah.According to the Qur'an,beautiful preaching
and wisdom are regarded as lmportant essentials in da'wah.As

Allah says :

"Invite (all) to the Way of thy Lord with
wisdom and beautiful preaching; and argue
with them 1in ways that are best and most
gracious:For thy Lord knoweth best who
have strayed from His Path and who

receive gulidance." [1]

In another verse,Allah commands the Muslim not to revile

the religlon of others.Allah says:

"Revile not ye those whom they call
upon besides Allah,lest they out of
spite revile Allah in their ignorance.
(2]

1l.al-Qur'an, 16:125.
2.al-Qur'an, 6:108.

-171-



Furthermore, the Qur'an stresses that the one who «calls
should exercise patience when he £fails to persaude his

subject.Allah says:

"And have patience with what they
say,and leave them with noble

(dignity)." (1]

These guidelines £from the Qur'an and the Sunnah were the
very basis upon which the Muslims in the early centuries of
Islam conducted their 1lives.However,there 1s no 1rigid
prescription about any specific method of da'wah.The method
of da'wah may change from one instance to another,depending
largely on the’kind of persons and audience one is

addressing.Most important,however,is that the meth;d must

not conflict with any Islamic principles.

Hence,the suggestions and criticisms made hereunder on the

IPCI must bear in mind this very important factor.

1.al-Qur'an, 73:10
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In making an assessment of the role of the IPCI,two broad
periods are delineated: an early period and a contemporary.

In regard to the former,the IPCI has indeed been a dynamic
organisation which has served as a major catalyst in the
development of Islamic Movements for da'wah in Southern
Africa and 1indeed in the Muslim world at large.During this
historical period,this was the first time a da'wah office
with paid staff was established.This scheme was originated
and developed to such an extent that it attracted equal
attention of Muslims 1living in Muslim countries as in
non-Muslims countries.As a result,several Da'wah Centres and
programmes were established on this pattern such as the
Islamic Missionary Society of Johannesburg,the Islamic
Da'wah Movement of South Africa and similiar societies in

Kenya and other countries.

The 1IPCI has indeed pioneered into new fields of work which
none of other organisations have ever determined to
pursue.It has been able to instil into the Muslim a zest for
'resisting'anti-Islamic forces.It had been in the forefront
in protecting the interests of the Ummah.And during this
historical period,it has accumulated financial resources

whose total assets has surpassed beyond the dreams of any

organisation in Southern Africa.
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The early period of the role of the IPCI begins from the
year of its formation,i.e.1957 until it had become
international by 1985.During the sixties, the only active
local organisations that existed was the Arabic Study Circle
and the Young Men's Muslim Association (YMMA).This precludes
the 1large number of Madrasah and Masjid organisations that

existed as discussed in chapter two.

There is no evidence of any Muslim society that concentrated
its efforts deliberately focussing on DA'WAH.-specfically
directed towards non-Muslims.Most of the energies of the
Ummah were concentrated on the development of Muslims rather
than the non-Muslims as such.With the formation of the IPCI
in the 1late, fifties,and with the rapid growth of its many
activites (in the early sixties) such as the .Qur'anic
classes,the As-Salaam Seminary.The Bible Classes and the

active preaching programme were important innovations in

da'wah endeavour.

In particular, the Qur'anic and Hadlth extracts which

appeared in newspapers 1led to a great deal of inquiry from

non-Muslims.
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A very significant role played by the IPCI,and initiated in
the sixties, was the guided-tour to the Masjid.There is
perhaps no other Muslim organisation that has undertaken
this before.The tour gulide had been perfected to the extent
that the 1IPCI has been nominated as the offical tour-guide
by the Durban Publicity Bureau.In 1961 for instance,1400

persons were glven official tours of the Masjid [1].

Serving as a major Muslim Marriage bureau was also another
unheard accomplishment of the IPCI.It was a well known fact
that both G.H.E.Vankar and Mr.Ahmed Deedat helped Muslims
and to some extent non-Muslims to solve matrimonial problems
[(2].The IPCI even went to the extent of performing the nikah
of Muslims.Mixed marriages (especially between Muslim women
and non-Muslim men) which was becoming a common phenomena in

the community.The IPCI took positive steps in addressing the

problem.

The Islamic 1literature campaign of the sixties was well

received in the community because the subject-matter was

totally new to Muslims.

l1.Report of the Secretazy-General,lQGl.(Published)p.s & 9.

2.Interview with Ahmed Deedat.24 August 1990.Verulam
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whilst Muslims may have been aware of the mention of ga@rat
'ESE (A.S.) 1in the Qur'an,it was perhaps a surprise for
Muslims to hear such topics as Mupammad (SAWS) in the Bible,
or that there were 50 000 errors in the Bible! For lnstance
the toplc,"was Christ Crucified ? " was a totally new
subject of which very 1little was heard of from any local

scholar before.

Indeed the lectures of Deedat gave the Muslims confidence in
facing the missionaries who wused to be aggressive and
persisting in their preachings to non-Christians specially
Muslims and Hindus.The Christian missionaries were always
disappointed due to their failure among the Muslims but were
satisfied with their achlevements among the Hindus and the
African population groups -it 1is no wonder that Deedat
received the £full support of the Muslim businessmen in his

fund drives.

The Bible Classes organised 1in the early sixties received
'strong support from the country towns.In a short space of
time sClasses were opened at Mayville,Durban,Ladysmith,
Pietermaritzburg and elsewhere.All the projects of the IPCI
were unique and hence became very popular in a short space
of time.Furthermore,the establishment of the First Seminary

of Islam, further enhanced the image of the IPCI.
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During the seventies,the most dominating feature was indeed
the role of the national organlsation—thg Muslim Youth
Movement on the national 1level.The highlléht during this
berlod was the annual conventions of the Muslim Youth
Movement at As-Salaam.The MYM attempted unsuccessfully to
co-ordinate the work of all Islamic organisations during
this period.It received £full :support from the IPCI which
participated in all the conventions of the Movement.
Especially when the occasion arose to speak on da'wah,the

IPCI fulfilled this role.

The major activity of the IPCI during this period has been
the debates with various scholars from other denominations.
It served to provide effective rebuttal to the harassment

to Muslims.

The eighties has seen the IPCI concentrating its efforts
towards the distribution of the translation of the Holy
Qur'an to the public.The period is marked with debates on

an international scale and da'wah training programmes as

well.
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THE CONTEMPORARY ROLE OF THE IPCI-(1985-1991)

In assessing the contemporary role of the IPCI,it seems that
it has not been successful in maintaininé the full tempo of
its early period.Although great 1inroads have been made in
certain respects,there have been short-comings in that no
new on-going projects 1n_ the field of da'wah had been

further evolved.

When we enlist the present activities of the IPCI of the
nineties we note that it 1is confined to perhaps just SIX

main ones.

l. The mass lectures by Ahmed Deedat which has iecently
been reduced to a few.

2. The distribution of booklets published mainly in the
sixties and seventies.

3. The distribution of translations of the Holy Qur'an.

4. The conducting of Masjid tours.

5. The Islamic Telecoms and the distribution and sales of

video tapes.

6. Lecture programmes conducted mainly by lecturers

overseas.

-178-



A study of the recent development of the Centre reveals that
it has grown 1in size and 1its financial resources has
expanded to enormous proportions- however the activities
above, most started since 1its 1inception in one form or
another, have not widened much in their scope and nor has
there been new projects initiated.These activities existed
for some time and there seems to be no dramatic change in
the format of their operations.With the formations of
several other Muslim organisations in South Africa in the
past few decades ,the 1role of the IPCI tends to be
repetitive rather than wunique.One gets the impression that
the IPCI seems to be more involved with overseas lectures
and debates than 1locally.In fact,local efforts are almost

stagnant.

With the strong and enriched experience and financial
strength that the IPCI has acquired,it is in a position to
assume a greater role in the Muslim community than it
presently does.If as it 1is claimed that the IPCI is a
multi-million rand concern,this is only reflective of the
great turnover of video-tapes or books that the IPCI sells
and the number of new buildings it has acqu;red—it is indeed

no reflection of the intensive nature of its activities.
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In order to maintain a unique position in the local and the

international community the following points are raised

1. The IPCI has the capabilities and the necessary means
to become a National Da'wah Co-ordinating body.At present
there exists 1in South Africa several organisations directly
or indirectly 1involved in Da'wah related activites local as
well as on a national scale.Some of these 1include the
following organisations based 1in Durban,Islamic Da'wah
Movement, the Imdaad Trust, the Islamic Da'wah College
International, the Central Islamic Trust based 1in the
Transvaal ,The Islamic Missionary Society of Johannesburg
and several others in the Transvaal and the Cape.These
organisations have been 1largely working on their own and
only in a- few exceptions have these been dependent on one
another.Although their objectives may concur,their methods
and scope differ.Each seems to be speclalising in some
specific aspect of da'wah.The IPCI being one of the oldest,
possesses the Iinfra-structure and the immediate resources
required for the task to be able to co-ordinate the da'wah
activities of these orgainsations towards a common
platform-thus helping to foster uniformity and placating

them from duplicity as it is in vogue at present.

As a Da'wah Co-ordinating body,the IPCI should precipitate

the formation of a single Da'wah Organisation in Southern

Africa.
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2. Having existed for several decades,very few Muslim
organisations have been able to sustain their existence for
such length of time.The IPCI has been in existence for
several decades;a daunting achievement as it stands.However,
for some reasons the officials who control the Centre have
not changed ,thus hampering access to new ideas and thoughts
to prevail ! Ahmed Deedat has remained the President since
the sixties,Mr.G.H.Agjee,the Secretary-General for the past
five years and the trustees,some of whom are there
constitutionally for 1life, have been part of the Board for
several years.

The success of any public organisation perhaps lies in two
fundamental f&étors: first ,its ability to change its policy
and programme in 1line with the needs of the subjects it
serves; sécondly,its ability to establish permanent
infra-structures 1in order for a smooth transition from one
generation of trustees to another-Can the trustees
confidently transfer their legacy to a new generation ? The
scarcity of any new activity is indicative of the fact that
the present generation has perhaps played its role.The long
legacy of 1Islamic work accomplished by Ahmed Deedat can be
best preserved 1if there is a group or at least a few trained
persons of his calibre to continue the work.Although Ahmed
Deedat attempted to fulfill this need in the person of Yusuf
Buckas, the past Secretary-General of the IPCI,it was not
successful.That task has yet to be realised.
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3. In its existence ,the IPCI has failed to establish
grass-root contact-in fact branches of the Centre only
exists in South Africa and several major cities-branch
activity in these cities is merely confined to that of a
'warehouse'~the distribution of video and other Islamic
literature!In the Black townships alone in South Africa,the

number of Christians is enormous.

The majority of the people 1in South Africa come from
'township ' background.The IPCI has no contact with them
whatsoever.(Except the odd distribution of financial aid to
them).In comparison to the IPCI,the Islamic Da'wah Movement
of Durban,a .da'wah organisation formed recently (1980),has
been able to establish over thirty small centreg in the
townships.Though primitive in respect of the physical
structures and lacking financial means, the IDM has
demonstrated the possibilty of working with the indigenous

people.

4. The Islamic 1literature produced by the IPCI leans
predominantly on the subject of Jesus ,Bible and Islam.
Deedat's 1latest book has been entitled "Christ in Islam"

published in 1991.
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Much of the literature draws comparison with Christianity and
to some extent Judaism only.The Centre is in a position to
prepare and distribute literature on a variety of other
topics in the same da'wah spirit as the existing ones.Tépics
such as the Political Role of Muslims in a Changing South
Africa,or toplcs relating to the contribution of Muslims to
Science or even on the fundamental of the teachings of Islam

should become part of the literature package.

5. The IPCI does not have a follow-up programme.The
greatest drawback in the IPCI activities is that they convert
people to Islam but they do not follow them up.This is
fundamental to any da'wah organisation.In fact Muslim
‘organisationg ‘have for some reasons shied away from providing
such necessary facilities.The IPCI should estqblish a
permanent School of Islamic education with a curriculum
designed to assist new Muslims to learn the basics of Islam
and practical Fiqh.This school may also provide advance
courses on a variety of Islamic topics of general interest to

both Muslims and non-Muslims.

6. The video and audlo tapes as well as the literature
distributed by the Centre are those of the 1lectures,
sympos iums and dgbates of Ahmed Deedat.Whilst this has
extreme merit,the IPCI should embark on the distribution of
such material which cover a much wider a field of Islamic

topics.
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7. With the financial resources of the Centre,no inroads
have been made to secure time on Radio or Television
Stations.Especially in South Africa when this form of media
is state-controlled,it becomes an almost necessity for the
Muslims to project the Islamic message to the public.The
Centre has amassed a formidable corpus of television
equipment the costs of which exceeds thousands of rands.In

this alone can be a headstart for such an activity.

8. Soclial-welfare and economic help plays an important role
in da'wah work.Social welfare assistance programmes are
indeed strong features within many evangelist organisations.
Although some accomplishments have been made in this regard,
it has never ‘been consciouslly pursued.It is felt that within
the spirit of the concept of Charity in Islam, this piogramme
of social welfare should be given deep consideration.

This welfare activity may also incl.ude a bursary scheme for
needy students.Students wanting to gtudy Islamic Studies at

universities must be given bursaries to encourage them to

serve Islam and the Muslims.

9. In all the years of the existence of the IPCI,it has
served the public in various ways.Amongst it multifarious
activites,the IPCI served as a miniature 'resource centre on
Islam. 'According to the Secretary -General,the IPCI office
has always been recelving 1inquiries about Islam from both

Muslims and non-Muslims.
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This the iPCI executed very effectively.This important role
that the IPCI has hitherto played may be extended towards
the establishment of an Islamic Research Centre.A Research
Centre comprising a good 1library containing reliable
literature on 1Islam,a set of the 1latest edition of the
Encyclopaedia of Islam and other related audio-visual
documents on Islam.This kind of institution does not exist
on an organised and formalisied basis anywhere in South
Africa.It may serve a variety of functions primarily
focussing upon the storing of Islamic material and its

retrieval for the Muslim and non-Muslims inquirers.

10. The 1Islamic Propagation Centre International has the
necessary infra-structure to establish as a priority an
entire EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.The Education Department should
provide for a three-fold education programme.Firstly,an
on-going education-programme of two years for
new~-Muslims.This should be an inteqral part of any da'wah
programme.In this regard classes may be held under the
supervision of qualified personnel teaching the basis of
Islam to new Muslims.Secondly,educational provisions to
du'at (who should be trained to take up leadership training
from various places in South Africa).A course may be
designed for Muslims who wish to be given formal training in
da'wah activity.This course which may be certificated may be

divided over one year full-time period.

A third 1level education on COMPARATIVE RELIGION from an

Islamic perspective could be designed.
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This may be directed to both Muslims and non-Muslims and
should cover objective discourses on other relglions of the
world.

The course must be comparable to any other from the courses
avallable 1in the Science of Religion and/or Comparative

Religion Departments of any university.

11. At present,the governing body and main decision-making
committee is the TRUST BOARD.The Board meet every Thursday to
discuss the day to day aspects of the IPCI.This Board as it
functions,is very 1limited in the decislion it makes and the
work it plans.The Board consists of members whose full-time
occupation is’ not da'wah.Members have not been nominated
because of their unusual experience in da'wah ‘work as
such.Most of them have been previous acquaintances of Ahmed
Deedat and his family.However,some members of the Board are
indeed 1involved on a part-time basis with other Muslim
organisations such as the 1Islamic Medical Association and
Jaame.Three of the board members,viz,Mr.G.Agjee,Mr.Ahmed
Deedat and Yusuf Deedat are the only full-time members of the

Board within the organisation.

-186-



It is suggested that a complete change ought to be made to
this system of government in order to make the organisation
more dynamic and democratic.The major task of the IPCI should

be divided into four different departments:

(a) Da'wah Department,
(b) Education/Tarbiyyah(training) Department,
(c) Women's Section and

(d) Central Offlice.

These four departments should be headed by professional
personnel on a full-time basis.The executive of each of these
departments should be given £full representation at the
highest 1levels of the organisation.There should be a proper
constitution of the IPCI Trust Board which should win over
the sympathles of the Muslims.The Constitution should protect

"and preserve the future of the IPCI in the hands of the

Muslims.
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*Bach Department would consist of an executive committee

and a full-time qualified head of department.

1. Central Office

This is the administrative section of the Centre.It is made
of the Secretary,the finances and building administration.
The department would function in the same manner as it is

presently.

2. Da'wah Department

The main function of the department is DA'WAH.To e;tablish
and co-ordinate da'wah-related activities on a national
scale and 1if possible,on an international scale as well.It
would assume some of the work presently done by the Central
Office at present.Some areas of concern of the da'wah

department could perhaps be

{a} The continous production and re-production of
literature covering aspects such as comparative
religion,social and economic related problems,Islamic
basic beliefs,Muslim contemporary affairs,Qur'anic
extracts in newspapers,and booklets on Islam.

-188-



{b} Reproduction of Deedat's booklets.

{c} Da'wah Centres : The establishment of these in the
rural areas of South Africa and the neighbouring states
These Centres ought to comprise a prayer-room, a madrasah,a
library and a regional Islamic information bureau.Full-time
du'at to be employed to man these.These Centres should be
used effectively to distribute the 1literature of the
orgainsation and should become effectice Da'wah
laboratries.Centres may also be established 1in so-called
elite areas as well,serving the same functions. Da'wah
Centres will also cover soclio-welfare work of the

organisation.

{a} Qur'an Section : As at present this department to

continue its Qur'an distribution programme.

{ e} Islamic Telecoms/Vislons : Although at present

department functions effectively,its products are
confined mainly an to that of Deedat's works.It
should concern 1itself with the production of material a
vast scale covering all aspects of Islam.Islamic telecoms
to embark on establishing a Radio and Television network.
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{f} Library : The establishment and development of a

library and Resource Centre on Islam.

{g} Masiid tours : The conducting of tours as at

present.

3. Education/Tarbivvah Programme

This is the ‘School’ of the organisation.To provide an
educational programme in three phases.A Basic Islamic
Course, An Advance Course and a course on Comparative

Religion.Some areas of concern will be :

{a} A Revert-Teaching Programme-A special course
designed to meet <the demands of new-Muslims;covering the
basics of 1Islam such as elementary fiqh,Islamic History,
Qur‘an recital etc.,Secondly,an advance programme for
the public and a course on Comparative Religion.

{b} Da’ivvah Training - Specifically geared to the
development of da‘iyyah on an on-going basis.This programme

should prepare candidates for Imamate and other related

duties.
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4.Women's Section

At present there are no women employed on a full-time basis
in the IPCI.This aspect of da'wah is grossly neglected by
many organisations in South Africa.Within the parameters of
the rules of pijgb women should be employed to look after
this department and its functions which may cover the

following:

{a} Establishment of Da'wah training programmes for ladies.
{b} Production of 1literature highlighting the role of women
in any society.(Muslim and non-Muslim).

{c} Establishment of Centres for the use by women.

{d} Assist in ;qproving the social and economic plight

of families and doing da'wah at the same time.

Details of the BOARD OF PROJECTS COMMITTEE

This BOARD 1is to be made up of the executive members (up to
three) of the four major departments. (Central
Office,Da'wah,Education and the Women's Section).Othex
nominated members (not exceeding THREE) may be included on a

rotation basis.The function of the BOARD may include the

following:
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{a} To ELECT members for the TRUST BOARD.

{b} To CO-ORDINATE the activities of the various
projects and monitor their progress.

{c} To ESTABLISH links with other Islamic
organisations.

{d} To ENSURE a continous flow of new activities
within each department.

{e} To SERVE as the Public Relations Office for the
organisation (may also be responsible for the

production of Al-Burhaan).

Detalls of the TRUST BOARD.

This 1is the, supreme decision making body .It may consist
of 15 members (five trustees from the present group and

the rest elected from the Board of Projects Committee).

The Chairman of the Board would be the President of the
organisation.He may be elected by secret ballot in which
ALL workers and members of the IPCI would vote.
Some of the functions of the Board may be as follows

{a} To ENSURE the smooth running of the Centre.

{b} To DECIDE upon major plans and propasals.

{c} To FORMULATE the entire policy of the Centre.

{d} To PRESERVE the future and the character of the IPCI
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It least a third of the members of this Board must be
full-time in the organisation.In summing up the above
suggestions,the main emphasis of the Centre should cover

at least the following considerations

(a) All decisions should be made on democratic principles
not in conflict with the Islamic shari'ah.

(b) There must be a colossal grass-root coverage.

(c) The activities must be on-going and innovative.

(d) Tarbiyyah (Education) 1is to be made fundamental even
to the extent of training' EVERY SINGLE WORKER of the
Centre.

(e) All senior members should serve their role on a
rotation basis to ensure the flow of new ideas.

(£) Training and educating the new Muslims in JIslamic
fundamentals and practical deenyath (figh) should be a

prime object of the IPCI.

In conclusion we salute the entire crew past and present
of the 1IPCI for having carved an indelible niche into the

history of the Muslims in South Africa and the Muslim

world at large.
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THROUGHOUT ITS HISTORY, THE IPCI HAS RECEIVED
MANY LETTERS OF THANKS FOR THE SERVICES TO
THE COMMUNITY.

THE FOLLOWING PAGES COVER A SAMPLE OF SOME OF
THESE LETTERS RECEIVED DURING THE FIRST PHASE
OF ITS HISTORY (1957-1980) '
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THE METHODIST CHURCH OF SOUTH AFRICA

Rev. Dr. D. C. Veysie 317 Cowey Road
Telephone 336172 Durban 4001

Chairman, Natal Coastal District.
Superintendent, Durban North-West Circuit

15th Februvary 1977

Islamic Propogation Centre, -
47 Madressa Arcade, :
off Grey St.

DURBAN.

4001.

Dear Sir,

Last year I brought a group of Students to the Mosque to learn
about Islam and they found the visit very profitable.

I would like to bring two different groups of about 15 each again this year.
If it is convenient to you we would like to come on the following dates: -

Group I. Thursday 24th February 5.15p.m. to 6.15 pema
Group 2. Monday 7th March 3 peme to 4 peme

I am restricted to these times as these students are from the Natal College
for Advanced Technical Education. \

Group I comprise Senior Students who are themselves instructfors and lecturers. .
Group 2 comprise younger students aged approximately 19 years.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely, \ g
\ et
& -

Letter received by the Centre requesting visits to the Masjid



'onal Chalriman: £ C e 7”:!’ MEL.
drman: 10 Wkt

MrVanker.,

Islamic Propagation Centre.,
47 Madressa Arcade,

DURBAN. 4001

Dear }r.Vanker,

I write to confirm

,e}/u- ,'ll_lm ml-irm a0 /l'm'ny nlrnlnn'u/ u'lu'l

1820 settlers’ aggaciation of gouth africa

b perpeluales the memory o the 1520 _S’r”/rr.l by assislin Jr”/fr.l {n ululv/r'.l‘ l‘rmk/ms in .S'o-l‘ ,4 rica
rerr 14 1 14

natal branch:

806 J.b.s. bullding, 8th finor, cor. west and fleld streeta, durban 4001,
1820 SETTLSRS ASSQUIAT p.o. box 1641, durban, 4000

Megssmre=Fam= T th Floor telephone: 31-2935

Sylrets Heuen
36 Gadns Sl-ect
ouna‘,-m A0i 29th April, 1977

-

the arrangerents made for approximately

30 ladies to visit your Mosque on 27th My, Fridoy, at 9030 a.mo

Yo look forward to seeing you.

Yours sincerely,

-.?r:ﬂz e %7 99074 fogo

TELEPHONES 751831, 752038
P.O. Box 8
HiLLCREST 3650

Mr.Vanker, _
Islamic Proparation Centre,
L7, VMadressa Arcade,

~ Durhan L4001

Dear Sir,

Y
MS)
for SECREIARY.

HIGHBURY SCHOOL SOCIETY LTD.

(INCORPONATED ASSOCIATION NOT FOR GAINI
.

C;%Z;;{Zzz/, Ljfz;;oé{
;f/ém/, Nitad,

"

25th February, 1977.

o Ij connection with this morninpg's telephone conversation with your
Mr,Venker T woenld Tike to confirm thnt arranrements were made for a group of
r . s =2 " ; -
Std.% hoys to visit your Cenkre at 9a.m. on Twvesday, 8th March.
Mnny thanks for your co-operation nnd we look forward with pleasure

to onr visit,

Yours faithful]y,

- /(UU -"-\f

p-p.M.Coningham, -

Letters of request for visits to the mosque.
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:orporating : ISIPINGO BEACH:

P et L rtd ) e’
»v L 4

IN THE NAME OF ALLAN. VIE BENEFICIENT THE MERCIFUI.

uslim Youth Movement -

28th October, 1975,

M/s Islamic Propogation Centre,

47/48 Madressa Arcode,
0ff Grey Street,
.'.’U‘ILUAN )

4001

Dear Sir,

ASSALAMO=ALA IKUM

ISIPINGO HILLS; ISIPINGO RAILS; MALAGAZI; REUNION;

ISIPINGO
BRANCH

UMBOGINTWINI)

P.O. Box 2605I,

Isipingo, Beach,
4115

I am directed to place on record our sincere

apprecintion and thanks to your organisation

for accepting our invitation to send down

lecturers to lecture o6n Islam to the people of

Malngazi and Umbogintwini,

Undoubtedly the lectures have kindled the light of

IJslam in these"lost" Community, may Allah bless and
to coutinue with the

~give your Urganisation strength

good work.
Thanking yod,
Yours fauithfully,

Fol: MUSELTM YOUTIE MOVEMENT
=ISTPINGO BRANCI-

/

SHCRETARY ¢ MR, AIMED PATEL

acknowledgement received by the Centre,

-
~

ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY [}




HEADL INE ARTICLE IN THE "ISLAMIC WORLD"™
MAGAZINE WHERE A LEADING ARTICLE APPEARED
ON DEEDAT.(JULY 1980).

otzMGx!\zu\Tlsw ”
ied by Umsta‘g@“ L
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. medical

THE DONATION OF AS-SALAAM LAND BY HAJEE S.1I.KADWA
MADE HEADLINE NEWS IN INDIAN NEWSPAPERS.

(THIS ARTICLE APPEARED IN THE INDIAN VIEWS— MARCH 25,1959.)

A generous gift of menly-
five acres of land valued at
L1000 was male by Mr. Sule-
man lamnil Kidwa of tmzinte
Nntal,

The Innd is siluatesdl in the
conntry  of  Alexamlra,  near
tmezinto, on the South Const of
Nntal. At present heing used
for pugnr-cnne enllivation, it
han an annual income of [100
which sum 1he Propagation
Centre will reccive until the
teansfor in nffected. '

Mr, Kadwa haa atipulated
that the donation of the land
I made “for the purpose of
the rarrying out of the nbjeein
of the Ceatre, the propagation
of Islam in South Africa.”

The Ccnire In now working
on plana to estnhlish n fuily-
flevlged contre for all it actl-
viltes. On this land, the Centre
inlenda establiahing an Ialamic
Seminary, the firat of ita kind’
in South Afriea. At the Semi-
nary will be traloed miani

mbmuvmws mersoAv MARCH25 1959.:1'

_M"' & Kadwa "'Generous _

b Ve o

Seventy-F Ive: Acre‘s Donated

Gesl,,uré

m- are [lnn in Dubdu.nd
the lelghboﬂl'llll towns. A lee-
ture ‘on "What the Bible: nyi\ .
abott Muhammed™ at the Dure ' :
ban City Hall drew aqcapacity a

crowd. Another lecture along - |

quuml Susseccor to Christ,"hne

“lcu for. Inldm.’ Herd thay” will ~ r

lenrn the religion of Islam,
make a comparative study of
Religion (Hindulam, Christlen-
ity as weil aa other religions).

pagation Centre s meen here at
with Mr. Deedat, the President of

‘d;-il'or of 75 acres of land worth £4000 to the Ininmie Pro-

the entrance of his shop,
the Inlamie Prnpqnuml

Centre. who mt Lo finailes t he transfer of the land. . [

.

“and th¥ meana with which w‘
carry out eftectively the work
of a misdlonary. The traising
will be so planned aa to equip
the missionary to preach to
the varloua peoples of South
Alrica and enable him to talk
Intelligently Abom. their . nll'
gion.

In addition, !he Centre MII
hnve s School for Couverts,
where lhe emphuil will be In
teach! to Is-
Inm lho mdlmtl of the relt-"
glon ind strems the practieal
nide of Islam. This School will
slno include facilitlen for the

tralning of the converts’ child- -

ren to take their place in the
Muslim .community.

It is-alno hoped that at some
‘distant future, the Centre will
mnke avaliable a8 Medical Mie-
slonary© which will provide
services and diapen-
sary for supplylng medicime to
All without regard to whatever
religion they may belong to.

The acquinition of this land
gives the Propagation Cantre
an excellent opportunity to ex--
pand their Durban office to the
estabiishmént of a :place that
will better serve the wrpom
‘of the Centre, . .

To date, uu Centre has an
excellent record of ths work
they have done in the fleld of
carrying Islam to non-Musiims.
A welli-known (zature Is “The
Quran Bpeaks” which appears -
each week, In the Sunday Tri- .
bume and the llanga Lase Nafal,
The: response to this feature
hag been 30 great nnd the vol-

Over 30,000 pontenrd- (a full-
,colour picture of the Grey
"Street Moequs on one side and
an outline of Islam on the
other) have been published by
the Centre- In English, Afri- -
knang and Zulu. A version Ia

" Tamil will appear soon. e

. In nddlllon _Comparative Re-

‘ume of correap from

those Interested In -Ialam so
vast that a full-Ume person s
employed to handle the corres-
pondence In English and Zulu.

The Centre has published a
number of informative booka
on Islam. These include '"The

* Mustim at Prayer” (lllustrated

with photographa, it showe the
relationship of the Isinmie pray
tr to the teachings of the Jews
and Christinng), “Buyini Ubu
Islam™ (Zuilu translation of.
“What in IMamT"), “Muham-
mad In the Old end the New

. Testaments,” and "The Prinei--

ples df Inlam™ (An exceilent
Introduction of Islamie prinei-
ples for the new convert to Is-
Iam). The Centre intenda as its-
tiext publication a booklet on
- “What Non-llullm Say About
2 lalam™,

ligl are held In Dur-
hnn. Mayville and Verulam,
clanses hsve been estab
lished for converts, the mem-
bers of the Centre dé feld*
pmchlnl and taiks and Ieg-:

Pt

almilar lines, “Muhummed, the ¢ !l
1

[been scheduled for April 15th.
+  llming “Iut Tulam on the Map
-nl Santh Afrira™ ne its aim,

"the Centre eocoperales wilh nll
arponiaations having n similar
aim,

The Cenlre hopes that Mua-
Jlima from all over Smth Afri-
Vea will reapand tn their needl
rfnr fnnoeial nsxistanes. Their
arkdreag js: I=lamie Propagation
{Centre, 0. Box 2430, Durban,
iannl

Ifacidd uee 3
HAta M3 wign,
TRNHYALNY ¢

] WU weM A
N
]
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\iﬁﬂn' Wil ey w)  wy

Hoyy el qHR uibn oy
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33“““' s dw dwralq 4
’gm—(ﬁl Hua  uen Wl -
al el
i Qa ma asioling umnu.
vy afla wul® A adn-
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A 2] Yemdyq qumv
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-1986
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[

Swaggart, Deedat hold 3rd debate

By DOUG LeBLANC
Advocale refigon editor
The cxchanges were sharyser thau in
proviens debaten, and 7 3 HW Ixt ane
ksl Minnday Bhtht as rvangheitst
Junmy Swigyart asid Musihin schutar
Ahmed Decdal wrangied sbout
whether the Bible or the Quran is
God's word.

rt and Deedat met in the third
Mushm.Christan debate symmisored by
the Muslim Siudent Asscciation of
LSU Monday night's debate in the LSU

Assembly Cenue attracued a lnrger
crowd than previous debairs, held in
Sepiember 1845 and In April.
Devdmr, digecioe ni the Ja)lamle
'rogungdatlon Centre b Erirtan, South
Africa, oifered W Sowagyiart 3100 M
the evangelist would read aloud Irom
Ezcliel 23, which Deedat

Deedat’s dare, Swaggart delivered. He
i3 collecied 3100 from Deedat, then
prompily constribuied W 1o e Muslim
Rk Anmaciation n "help pay the
reml oo Thin kel ™

Swaggurt used an lronke muxture of
huinihty snd confrontauon.

He recalicd that two years o he had

war po sc and an arg
against the divine inspiration of
Chrisuan scriptures

Later, when 8 written question from
sn sudience member repested

- VIDEO TAPES
- _OF DEBATE-

NOW AVAILABLE!!

AYOS BADAT AND HIN ITIENUS ENJOY A POINT

made unc Y temarks
shuut the Quran.
A o fur that™ he said, 7| have
u‘::d‘fn:‘-lnm and | il not do it
-!n.b«mll-unoiuwruh
thing 1o do.
But he alzo confronicd [herdat,
comparing him o the Apusde Paul,
who experienced one of the most
drumatic coaversions in the New
Testament
Swaggart 1old of
Fumily Worship
abuiul the debate.
“Tha [avd spoke (0 my heart, { hediews,
and told e b b you thin,™ he auid tn
“There was anuiher ntan slmul
2000 ycars ago. Sayl of Tarsus, who
didnt like Chrisuans.”
Alung the road to Damascus, Jesus
Christ waked Saul why he was “kicking
againg the
Swaggart turned thal quesuon on
Deeduy, and plrsded with him 1o sccept
desun ax gavwns wnd ke
“Tha fah=3 U Ursther Swogtgan e
forces me W make 3 confeasion of
fmh,” sald Deedat, whose speaking
styte — filled with lively hand gestures
— 18 nearty as animated 23 Swaggart's.
“No Mosiem is 2 Mosicra If he does not
befieve in Jesus,” Deedal said “The
oniy resl difference between Lhe
Mosiem snd the Christian is thal we
13y be- ks nut Lhe only lagetien Koo of
God, not God incarnate.”
The detate topic — ~1a the Bibic God's
Word?" — rrquired Lhe tw) speakers
10 lake up such related qivunns as

ng W his church,
re, aid preying

\.he Trlnlv the validity of miraches,

w and whetves the

src manifest In
“veralona”

* nwny nl &
st inon I--nmn U Kht Junes
Vzumn snd lhe Revised Standard
Version. lie amd the RSV dusvosed of
the phirese “begotlen™ in referring 0
Jraus ux the Son of Geud.

The RSV transistors —~ whom Derdal
repeatedly called © 32 schulars of the
highest eminence, backed by 60 co-
operating dennminstions” — called
that ward “sn Inierpolation, an
adulterxtion and a fabricsuon,”

caid

The Qur'an leaches thal God “does
nwo(bqﬂlnn‘lll\dm " Deedat

“Incidenially, the word "hogolien also
means Io produce, sir,” Swaggart sald
Luter. “(iod produced his son.”

The RNV also shortems] Murk 18
cight werses, while tie Klng James
rewincd 20, Deedat asid. Yeurs later,
the RSV commiltes reswred those 11
verses under pressuse from con-
servalive ministers, Deedat claimed.
He ssid the RSV also originally edited
out an account of the ascension of
Jesusinto heaven, but laler restored iU
“What games are yoy propic pliyd ng?™
Divaliat makes] Christans rhriorienlly.
Swiggant ek the offcrsive In his
opening remarks by sddressing several
cases of what Muglims and others
believe are contradictions In Lhe Old
Testament,

“This book is & book of history.”
Swaggart ssid "Not onesspadelul
of archacologiral dirt has cver dis-
proverd e ungle word In LT

“1t's o imuk uf prophecics, Lhousands
and thousands of prophecies,”
Swapgart s1aid, pausing. ~“And
cotne true.”

3T SCHOLARS OF TIIL INGIIENT
EMINENCE PROUUCED THIS RA V.S

The Daily

Revellle

————

Muslim, Christian tete-a—tete

g_

Ry MRICK 10NN

Rev. Jimmy Swagart uml Meshin
scholar Ahmed eedal debated Uve
suthenoaty ul Lhe Bible

Tught in {ront of 3 crowd of about
2000 brherers of both Christian
and Muslim faiths at Lhe LSU
Assernbly Centre.

Myslims from San Francisco,
Dailns and

sponsored by the LSU Musim
Student Association and the

of Baion 3
Swaggart hegan the prn‘um.
ORI e bbb .

af Lhe Hibd rembered the modern
Chnsen sripture o frsud.
Mushims beliew In te Rilde 2 3
part of Lheir refigious faith, Deedat
Hud, but Uy do nat betirve it is
Suerally the woed of God.

monry, In cash, from his apponent,

Swngiziart returned the § 1O o U

LN Nt Amotistion W heip

Pay fof Uve evenings exponaes.

In an intervicew aller the debete,

g-«d-wi-us-_'nwﬂ
e

Both e and iext

from the Bibie o prove Ihdr

conwentons.

Given the final reboaal, S-mn

claimed ressits m his ullimaste
emotonally of

The carcfally time debate con-
Unued with an hour of quesions
from Uve audience, submitied in
wriling after the formal pre-
nistions concluded

ng he
steals your heart svay.”
Dewdal 10id e was gind “we are big
encugh o speak @ each olhey,”
Deedat kaid De ks mot an ordeined
Muslim ministcr bel was difven by
the challenges of Christian

For the last 40 yesrs Deedet has
knlmllnmm lecturer
nd dodhsoms ——a—srting moOce Lhan

lo dr(en llam mlurg e
.
it “NEWSPAPEE WEADLINES OK

S T e GREAT JEBATE i
.‘3.::.1::.; IN Tue UsSA Mooniey. The
B L UR (AL, DY T e e—meme s w s bl iy ee e .mr

ey
lnmhuonl arul iffering vweruons

and Collecied e The g

baie oflen rewolved

around the Interpreiations of

Deedat atackedd the passage
descridbes Jesas 2 the only
“begouen” son of God, saying thas.
“Degouten corried 1 con-
noustlons that covid net be
ariduied 1o 8 dvine being.

“desus was maie by God,” Docdnt
suid, bt ot i the sexusl sense,
and e erTor of this concept
Prowes that God bs not the suthor of
the Bible since He wouid not
ke such e error.”

Swngiart dispuird Uhe meaning id

the woed hegtien, -mu H rould
slss mesn “made” a8 [eedat
insisted i shouid.

"THEREFORE TIE BIBLE I$ NOT THE WORD
OF GOU™ — SAYN DELDAT




A RARE PHOTOGRAPH THAT CAPTURED A HISTORICAL
HOHENT AT THE HYM CONVENTION AT AS-SALAAM IN 1974.

(AL-GALANM VOL.1.NO.7 NOV 1974)

From left to right:

Hr.A.Babat
Dr .Essack
Dr .Goolam M.Hoosen
Mr.Ahmed Deedat
Mr.G.H.E.Vanker
Mr . Mohammedy
Dr.D.S.Hnall
Mr.G.H.Agjee
Mr.T.Rassool

and:

(Arabic Study Circle)
(died 14980 )

(MYM)

(IPC)

(IPC)

(Arabic Study Circle)
(« = - - )
(IPC)

(Arabic Study Cricle)

young members of the MYM.




The Second

Annual General Meetmg

'OF

The Islamrc Propagatron Centre

erI be held at

Pme Street Madreésa Hall .
* Durban

on Monday (Settler’s Day) Tth Sept 1959 ,'
~at 10 a.Im. Sharp o

AGENDA: S
Minutes - _
Secrétarial Report
Treasurer’s Report
Election of Office Bearers

Amendments to Constitution
- General -

O\ Ut W5 po

All MUSLIMS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

A. H. DEEDAT A. K. SALEJEE G. H. E VANKER
President : Treasurer ! Secretary :

ANLAN, DBN,

P.O. Box 2439 — 47 Madressa Arcade, Durban — Phone 27054

ooy

COPY OF A NOTICE SENT OUT TO ALL MUSLIMS INFORMING THEM
ABOUT THE SECOND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE IPCI.



IN THE EIGHTIES...DEEDAT IN GABORONE

COME AND HEAR. ..

WHAT BIBLE SAYS
ABOUT

THE

MUHUMMED

(PEACE BE UPON HIM)

THURSDAY TOWN
8th |
| }Decerhber HALL |

1983

(8.00 p.m. Sharp)

(Gaborone)

AHMED DEEDAT

ALL CHURCHES AND DENOMINATIONS
WELCOME

ALL SEATS FREE - NO COLLECTION
ALL QUESTIONS ANSWERED. -

Issued by Skeikh AN
Mustafs Box 20253
Gaborone

=203~



A SYMFPOSIUM HELD IN THE SIXTIES WITH CHRISTIAN
SCHOLAR ,DAVID LUKHELE.

GREAT SYMPOSIUM

S THE BIBLE 600°S WORD?

)
* | L3
:’3 E T
2 B -
5 A S
x E %
al® X
&

Ahmed H. Deedat David Lukhele
‘esident: ISLAMIC PROPAGATION PROMINENT SEVENTH DAY
CENTRE, DURBAN ADVENTIST
AT THE

AVALON CINEMA

CENTRAL ROAD, FORDSBURG, JHB,

)N SUNDAY, 13th MARCH' 1966 AT 2 P.M.
ALL WELCOME - NO COLLECTION

BRING YOUR BIBLE ALONG WITH YOU

SPONSORED BY: YOUNG MEN’'S MUSLIM ASSOCIATION

BENONI
r Benoni 3/66




IN THE EARLY DAYS... THE IPC AND THE ARABIC

STUDY CIRCLE WORKED IN CLOSE LIAISON.

CLASSES WERE HELD JOINTLY BY BOTH GROUPS.

«
DR SO

,
i Eei e
A
" - s v
AL TR Rt O m-u‘\:ma..

55 TRk
AT
For

AE Y
Ry O

---i_ PINE STR.EET MADRESSA g

at 10 a.m. - TR

. . '\ R :
. -, i RIS

R TP

AL .
i L

The Anblc Study Clrcle together wlth the Islamlc Propagatlon : '.i
Center beglns Classes ln comperatlve Rellglon commenclng wlth

e .....74’:..—_-*3—-.-.-,:r.-m‘-r;a-n':tlw'w: maNt o aalerts
CAL) P
LA
i
P %

“ ; the above serles " S R . , :_fi:
'_ No Student of Rellglon- Hlndu, Musllm. Chrlstlan or .le“rcan
o fford to mlss thls wonderful opportunlty provlded free of charge N
’ L Classes in Zulu T
g Lessons in Zulu are conducted by a- quallﬁed Afrian T&cher : E
lmmedlatcly after the above. : 2
‘:_ SIS f N S \/ ‘ e \‘;:
by Questlons T A Dlscusswns i
Au WELGOME ehed %
‘ e
%Irahlt %tuhp Qtlrtlz ]
"AND . ‘
ﬂEiJe Zislamlt iBrupagatmn @Zentzt
'iaﬂvu:::ﬁ  S T o ’ ATLAS-DBN. 3



T

AND

‘, HADJIE A DﬂEI.LAH

AHMED DEEDAT

26th November, 1961
‘CITY HALL

PlETERMARITZBURG
- at 2.30 p.m. '

Thls is an answer to the Dutch Reformed Church’
. attack on Islam and its Founder SEE

"ALL WELCOME

" ' Sponsored by : The Islamic Study .Cnrcle, Pletormaritzburg i
; _“;“b;‘..:“.‘:._: G 4 :‘. __,‘ -3.'""-"’\'.7';_."': r_ T g : 5 M A u‘ n

et
PO VSRV B

i ONE OF THE EARLIEST CHALLENGES AGAINST THE DUTCH
REFORMED CHURCH (1961)
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CHANCE MEETING IN A LOCAL SHOP PROVIDES
A MISSIONARY CONVERT FOR ISLAM

THE African entered the busy shop
and wondered if here at last he
might be able to procure the parti-
cular article he had been looking for
all moming,.

He approached the counter hope-
fully and explained his requirements
to the shopkeeper. It was whilst he
was perusing the articles brought out
for his attention that the proprietor
engaged him in conversation,

During the period of their discourse
the shopkeeper discovered the fact
that his customer was Dr. Gabellah,
a Christian Missionary and one who
had the experience of twenty-five
years in the field behind him.

He then immediately introduced
him to Mr. Vanker, the Secretary of
the Islamic Propagation Centre, who
happened to be in the shop at that
time. They continued to talk and it
was probably natural thercfore that
these two men with the same great
common interest in Religion, yet at
the same time with such dynamically
opposed views on the subject, should
ultimately become-firm friends.

Dr. Gabellah then began to be a
familiar figure at No. 47 Madressa
Arcade as religious debates, talks
and discussions between himself and
the Centre took place at more than
frequent intervals.

These comparative studies in reli-
gion spread themselves over a period
of two years when finally at the end
of last year Dr. Gabellah revoked his
former beliefs and ideals to joyously
embrace Islam and to become a Mus-
lim attached to the Propagation
Centre. The Centre itself had indeed
won a major battle,

By the time he was 45 years of age,
Dr. Gabellah had succeeded in ob-
taining a Master of Theology Degree
in London and a Doctorate of Divi-
nity in the United Statcs of America.

Volume 1 = Number 1

MAY, 1961

jn the nams a/,/d,u) 777041 g'aa'oual

ar

5
k
b
L1
ke
1,'

Dr. Emest Godfrey Michaels Gabellah,
M.Th. (Lond.), D.D. (US.A)

At the same time he has studied and
assimilated the ramifications of seven-
teen African languages, including the
local Zulu tongue, Xhosa, Sesoto and
Nyanja of Central Africa. He is also
able to read, write and speak Hebrew
and Greek, two great languages en-
graven in centuries of time and his-
tory. The fact that he has also found
the time to marry and raise two young
sons of four and two years of age
would seem somewhat incredulous,
but his personal accomplishments
apparently know no bounds.

Dr. Gabellah’s day is almost en-
tirely devoted to the service of those
hundreds of people who find their
way to his office in the Centre. They
come with queries and questions,
seeking advice and consolation for
the many urgent and buming spiri-
tual problems that they carry, and

(Continued on back page)

o3l m"a' /4 ,

BLESSED IS HE WHO SENT DOWN THE CRITERION

g TO HIS SERVANT, THAT IT MAY BE AN ADMON-
PO. Box 2439 -  Durhan l ITION TO ALL CREATURES ... (Holy Quran 25:1)
Cover page of the Newsletter published by the IPCI.



FRONT PAGE OF °AL-BURHAAN ‘- NEWSLETTER OF THE EIGHTIES

AL - BURHAAN

The Voice of Islamic Propagation Centre International

'APRIL 1988 — RAMADAAN 1408

VOL. 1NO. 2

Global Students in Darban

DA °‘WAH PROGRAMME IN SESSION

A unique education programme is being con-
ducted by the Islamic Propagation Centre Inter-
national (IPCIl) where 20 students from over 18
countries have come to Durban for a two month
intensive course on aspects of Islam and com-
parative religion.

The students who range from a director of
broadcasting to missionaries, storeman to
students have had their full tuition, board and
- air-fares sponsored by IPCI and the syilabus in-
cludes the Life of the Prophet Muhammed,
Muslim Missions, Challenges Mushms Face in
the World and the Quran. :

Abdullah Deedat, Training Programmer, said
that Durban was an ideal centre because the

education is in English and all students are profi-
cient in English.

This is a pilot programme and attracted over

400 applications from every country in the

world. We finally selected 30 students but

unfortunately due to communication problems

only 20 ‘arrived. The countries represented

range from the U.S.A. to Palestine and Somalia -
to the Ph||||p|nes

We are trying to equip the students to cope
Islamically with the onslaughts they face —
materialism, socialism and other ideologies
which seem to have enamoured many Musllm
youth today. :

The tuition is provided by Brother Abdullah
Deedat and Brother Hamza Abdul Malik from
U.S.A. under the personal supervision of
Brother Ahmed Deedat, President of the Centre.




COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE IPCI-17/03/1957

17/3/57

THE ISLAMIC PROPAGAT N CENTRE.

' Minutes of the inaugural General Meeting of the Islamic PrOpagation'"
Centre, held on Sunday the 1l7th March, 1957 at the Pine Street
Madressa Hall, Durban, 8t ll a.m.

- Some of those present were:-

G.H.B. Vanker, A. H. Deedat, Ali Mahomed, A.S. Ballim, Svleman
Shaikjiee, Moosa Kajee, G.H. Agjee, Camroodeen, C.5. Vanker, A.S.
Noorgat, Chohanj A.K. Salejee, Abdul Khalek Christy, vally Vahomed,
Richards,

Constitution:

A drafu donstitution w“as read by A.H. Deedat and discussed clause
by clause and adopted unanimously on the proposal of Mr. Ahmed
Ballim and gseconded by Mr. All Mahomed. -

Blection:

President - ¥r. G.H.E. Vanker was uncnimously elected President on
the proposal of ¥r. C.S. Vanker and seconded by
Mr. Moosa Kajee.

Secretary+~ A.H. Deedat was unanimously elected as Secretary on
the proposal of ®.H. Agjee and seconded by Suleman
Shaikjee. _

Treasurer - A.K. Salejre was elected as »n Treasurer on the proposal
of Mr. Suleman Shalkjee and seconded by Vr. Camroodeen.

Registerar - A.S. Noorgat was elected as Registerar on the proposal
ofA .H. Deedat and seconded by A.K. Sulejee.

Committee - Tha follnwing were elected a3 committee members:-

Sulaman Shailkiee. Moosa Kajee, G.H. Agjee, (Wﬁity) Vanker,
vally Mahomed. ' : ,

RESOLUTION TO OPEN A BANKING ACCOUNT

Mr. xocsa Kajee duely seconded by Mr, A.K.mCh;isty moved the.
following resolution:-

This meeting of the Islamic Propagation Centre, resolves that a e
Banking Account be opened st the Barclays Bank, Cueen Street, Durban,
A8 soon 23s possible in terms »f the Centrats constitution cléuse 5 (é)
and to be operated by A.K. Salejee and A.H. Deedat. . =

After a vote of thanks to the chair, the meeting terminated at
12:45p.m.
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(N THE NAME OF ALLAH, THE BENEFICENT, THE MERCIFUL

i, the undersigned, hasving fully understoad the teachings of Klam and being convinced of their truth through 1he

ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE

45/47/49 MADRESSA ARCADE, DURBAN PHONE 329518

” .

| now recant my former belief in Gf/(/‘f//ﬂ,‘/// ............................................. and

hereby declare on my own free will and wish that | embrace Islam.

(A) | AFFIRM MY FAITH IN: .
1. Allah, beside Whom there is no other god, and Muhumimed (peace be upon-him!) who is the last Prophet and
Messenger of Allah;

All the Prophets and Messengets of Allah, including Abraham, Moses and Jesus;

All the revealed Books of Allah, the Holy Qur’an being the last and perfect one;

All the angels who are spiritual beings and obedicn! servants of Allah;

The Islamic doctrine, that, the power of action proceeds from Allah, and every human being is morally responsible for
his actions;

The Day of Resurreclion;

The Day of Judgment.

(B) 1 PROMISE THAT:

(1) 1 will declare openly: LA ILAHA ILLALLAH MUHUMMED-UR-RASUL UL-LAH. (1here is no other objedt of worship
but Allah and Muhummed (pcace be with him!) is the Messenger of Allah);

(2) 1 will offer obligatory prayers five limes a day (according to prescribed rules);

(3) 1will observe fasts during all the days (from dawn to sunset) of the Muslim month of Ramadan, viz., will abstain from
eating, drinking, smoking and sexual gratification in order to cultivate seli-control and eradicate the inclination to
sin;

(4) 1 will pay the obligatory Zakaat (social betterment tax), it being due on the savings that will have remained with me,
above the prescribed quantity, for one complete year;

(5) 1 will perform Haj (Pilgrimage to Mecca) if 1 have the means of doing so.
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(©) 1 ALSO PROMISE THAT: X3
(1) 1 will be good to my parents, relatives, neighbours and Allah’s creation in general; &
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(2) | will maintain fraternal relations with the faithful and will foster universal brotherhood;

(3) I will be just and fair and true in all my dealings and actions;

(4) 1 will refrain from:-
(a) conferring godhead upon any human being or created object; (b) using alcoholic drinks; (c) such meats as are
forbidden by Islam, like pork, flesh of dead animals, carnivorous animals, and other lawful meats in the slaughter of
which Allah’s name js not invoked; (d) committing adultery; (e) speaking lies; (f) backbiting; (g) deceiving and

.. defrauding, and all other evils prohibited by Islam; .

(5) 1 will have the Holy Qur’an as my Guide and the Holy Prophet Muhummed (peace be upon him!) as my Model in all
the affairs of my life. <

. ALLAH JS A WITNESS TO DECLARATION. MAY HE liElP ME IN BEING FIRM TO IT
ate £...... T.d..
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BROCHURES -PUBLISHED BY THE IPCI (1980-1990).

1, 50 000 Errors in the Bible (a reprint of an article
which appeared in the Reader’s Digest -1955).

2. "His Holiness" Plays Hide and Seek with the Muslims (An
article referring to the Pope John Paul II).

3. Why J.Gilcrease-A Baptist Sunday Schoél Teacher
accepted Islam.

4., Fire in Your Bellies (An article on the effects of
alcohol consumption).

5. This is what happens when you marry outside
Religion. (Addressed to Muslims contemplating marrying
outside the Islamic faith).

6. Forces that Destroy a Nation. (on alcohol consumption).

7. Islam at a Glance published in English and Zulu).

8. The Lid"s Off the Real Facts behind Who Challenged Who
(pamphlet pin-pointing wrong claims of the Chrisitian
Missionary,John Gilchrist).

9. Corruption on the Doulous.
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BOOKLETS AUTHOR YEAR PUBLISHED NUMBER
1. Resurrection or Resuscitation Ahmed Deedat 1978 180 000
2. Who Moved to the Stone " o 1977 220 000
3. Christ in Islam " " 1983 250 000
4, The Muslim at Prayer(new ediéion) IPCI 1983 250 000
5. What was the Sign of Jonah Ahmed Deedat 1976 250 000
6. "Al-Qur'aniThe Ultimate Miracle " " 1982 60 000
7. Dimenistens of Islam IPCT .1988- 50- 606
8. What the Bible says about Muhammad Ahmed DeedAT 1976 370 000
9. Crucifixion or Crucifiction " " 1984 200 000
10. What 1is His name ? " " 1981 220 000
11. Islamic Selections " " 1983 100 000
12. The God that never was " " 1983 240 000
13. Muhammad the Prophet of Islam Profess&r K.S.Ramakrishna

Rao. 1985 230 000

14, Is the Bible God's Word ? Ahmed Deedat 1980 360 000
15. An Address to the Muslims Chief Mangasothu Buthelezi 1983 20 000
16. Islam's Answer to the Racial Problem German Muslim 1982 20 000
17. Way to the Qur'an Khurram Murad 1986 unknown
18 Salaah -The Muslim Prayer unknown 1982 "

IPCi - BOOKLETS PRINTED IN THE EIGHTIES
Cla76- 19¢€9)
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ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE — DURBAN

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE, 1960.

EXPENDITURE REVENUE
Propagation ... .. J - 546. 14. 5 By Donations ... T 2103. 13. 9
Stationery O, I 42.19. 7
Postages and Stamps ... .. ... .. - 13. 6. 1
General Expenses ... ... ... .o o 11. 13. 6
Bank Charges . ... .. e 1. 4. 2
Telephones ... ... e e o e 49.18. 5
Wages and Salaries .. .. _. - .. 1148. 8. 4
Rent ... .. I e e e - 63. 5. 0
Tuition Fees ... .. ... . . e . - 40. 0. 0
Travelling Expenses .. .. ... ... ... 10. 3. 0
Audit Fees ... ... .. o o e 2. 2 0
Net Income for the year .. ... .. . 163. 9. 3
£2103. 13. 9 £2103. 13. 9

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30th JUNE, 1960 .
LIABILITIES ASSETS
ACCUMULATED FUND CASH ACCOUNT
Net Income for the vear to Petty Cash ... ... .. 8. 4
30th June, 1960 ... ... 163. 9. 3 On Hand .. .. .. .. 38.13. 0
Less: Deficit, At Bank
30th June 1859 . . 2 5 8 131 3. 7 t Bank .. .. .. . . 230.15. 4  269. 14. 8
CREDITORS
As-Salaam (Seminary) ... 115. 15. 6 Portfolio .. . 2. 11 5
langa Lase Natal ... .. 13. 6. 6 Typewriter .. . .. 11.10. © 4. 1. 5
Natal Daily News .. ... 21. 8. 8 _—
C. Chambers ... e 20200 152.12. 6
£283. 16, 1 £283. 16. 1

I have checked the above accounts with the books of Islamic Pro tion Centre, Durban, rti -
with. I have not checked the vouchers. ¢ pagation Ten urban, and certify that they agree there

C. CHAMBERS, Chartered Accountant (S.A.)

26th October, 1960. 1 Lucas House, 30 Commereial, Road, Durban

BALANCE SHEET AND INCOME & EXPENDITURE OF
THE IPCI (1960).
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lnvite (All) to tha Way of thy Lord with Wisdom and "Beautiful Mreaching; and rcason with them in ways that ate Best and Most Gracious.
Al-Quran XVI. 123

Falamic Propagation Centre

A5 HOOSEN'S BUILDING,
116 QUEEN STREET,

DURBAN.
1957

Tnvite (Al 1o the Was ! thy Lord with Wisdom and Beawtiful Preaching; and ieason witly themn in ways that ;;re Rest and Most ¢
Al-Quran X
Falamic Propagation Centre
P.O. Box 2439
DURBAN.
March, 1958

- A
A

P.O. BOX 2439

. T ISLAMIC
PROPAGATION
. o CENTRE

DURBAN, NATAL, SOUTH AFRICA

47]48 MADRESSA ARCADE -

16 August 1976
19 Shabaan 1396

The changing letterheads of the IPCI (1957-1980)
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ISLAMIC PROPAGATION CENTRE
and AS-SALAAM

‘;E. |

. AS-SALAAM

;‘:i‘- YHE  SUMIMARY  OF  ISLAK,

T SRALAER , 30UTH COASY, MATAL,
i eI

o]
it s
PO BOX 2439
IHONL 17044
DURBAM, NATAL,
P

SOUTH AFRICA

13 Nl
% 1BLARIC PROPAGAYION CINTAL

T 47, AADRESEA  ARCADL, OURWAN.

Have you visited the Building Project of As-Salaam yet?

SECRETARIAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL
STATEMENT

submitted to the
drd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the ISLAMIC
PROPAGATION CENTRE and AS-SALAAM held at
the Pine Street Madressa, Durban, on 30th October, [l
» o . . 1960

R

Copy of the Published Reports of the President and Secretary
submitted to the Third Annual General Meeting held in 1960.
The drawing on the cover reflected the new masjid built at

the As-Salaam Seminary.This building is still in existence.



BIBLIOGRAPHY
A.BOOKS

1.'Ali, 'Abd -al-Allah Yusuf An Interpretation of the Holy
Qur'an, Shaykh Muhammad Ashraf,

Lahore, 1975.
2. Arnold, T.W. The Preaching of Islam, Shaykh
Muhammad Ashraf,Lahore, 3rd

Reprint, 1968.

3. Bashier, Zakaria Sunshine at Madinah, Islamic

Foundation, London, 1990.

4. Al-Bukhari, Muhammad Sahih al-Bukhari:The Translation
ibn Isma 11 of the Meanings of Sahih al-

Bukharl by Dr .Muhammad Muhsin

Khan,Kazi Publications,Lahore

1986,
5. Chambesy Dialogue Christian Mission and Islamic.
Consultation Da'wah, Islamic Foundation,

London, 1982,

6. Deedat, Apmed Is the Bible's God's Words ?

IPCI, Durban, 1988.

" 7. Abu Da'ud,Sulayman Sunan Abi Da'ud :Enqlish Trans- ///
bin al-Ash ath lation with Explanatory Notes

by Professor Ahmad Hasan,Shaykh

Muhammad Ashraf, Lahore, 1984.

-218-



8. Ezzati, A
9. Al-Faruqi, I.R. &

Louis Lamya al-Faruqi

10. Gerdener, B.A.

11.Maududl,Abul A'la

12.81ddiql, Abdul Hamid

13.Von Denffer, Apmad

14.Yakan, Fathi

15.Wehr, Hans

The Spread of Islam, News and
Media, London, 1978.

The Cultural Atlas of
Islam, Macmillan Publishers,

New York, 1986.

Recent Developments in the

So n_Af ission
Field, N.G.Kerk Ultgewers,

Cape Town, 1958.

The Meaning of the Qur'an,

Markazil Maktaba-i- Jama'at-i-

Islami Hind,Delhi,b1972.

The Life of Muhammad (SAWS),
Kazi Publications,Lahore,1978.
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B Newspapers

1.Al-Qalam : Durban Vol 16 No.8 Oct 1982.
Vol 9 No.l1l2 Dec 1984.
Vol 6 No.2 Mar 1982.
2.Graphic Durban Vol 11 No.15 Dec 1962.
3.Leader Durban 23 Nov 1973
28 Nov 1986
4.Indlan Views Durban. 02 Oct 1956.
5.Muslim News : Cape Town Vol 13 No.24 Dec 1973.
6 .Sunday Tribune Herald Durban. 13 April 1986.
7.8unday Tribune Durban 30 April 1986.
8.Zambia Daily Mail Zambia.Sat 23 Aug.
C. MAGAZINES
l1.Al-Burhaan IPCI Publications.
(Durban) Vol 1.N6.1 Dec 1987
Vol 1 No.4 Dec 1988
Vol 1 No.3 Nov 1988
Vol 1 No.l1l Dec 1987
Vol 1 No.2 Jan 1988
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4.Muslim Digast Makk!{ Publications, Durban.

Vol 36/37 No 12/1/2/3

vol 39 No.11/12

Vol 38 No.10/11

(Various other 1ssues).

Jul/0Oct 1986.
Jun/Jul 1989.

Jun/Jul 1988.

5.Religion in Southerxn Science of Religion Socliety,Durban,

Africa. Vol 3,No.1.1989.

D.REPORTS OF MEETINGS.

1. Secretary-General Report of IPCI
2. Constitution of the IPCI
3. Minutes of the Secretary (AGM)
4. Published Report of the Secretary (IPCI)
5. Minutes of the Exective Committee of IPCI
6. Lease Agreement between MYM and IPCI
7. Lease Agreement between MYM and
As-Salaam Educational Institute
8. Published Report of the Sec-Gen
9. Income and Expenditure Accounts and
Audited Balance Sheets of IPCI.
l10.Letters of Confirmation from
Russel Marriot Trust.
ll1.Notorial Deed of Trust of IPCI
12.MYM Convention Brochure
13.Handbills posters and Pamphlets
of the IPCI.
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Jul 1958,
Jul 1959 .
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Oct 1960.
Dec 1960.
Aug 1973.
Apr 1984.
Sept 1961.
1957-1980.

29 March 1985.
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E.INTERVIEWS

1. Dr.D.S.Mall

2. Abdul Kader Simjee
3. M.A.Khan

4. Mrs.K.Vanker

5. Ahmed Deedat

6. Yusuf Mohammedy

7. G.H.AgJee

8. D.R.Khatree

9. E.Jadwat

10.Yusuf Deedat

11.Yusuf Buckas

F.OTHER SOURCES.

18 July 1989.

11 September 1991

17 August 1991

30 August 1990.

various dates (1989-1991)
23 July 1989.

various dates (1989-1991)
12 December 1990.

23 February 1989.

30 August 1990.

20 June 1989/12 Sept 1991

Durban.
Durban.
Shallcross.
Durban.
Durban/Verulam
Durban.
Durban.
Durban.
Durban.
Durban.

Durban.

1.16 mm Film on the Celebration of the Fourteenth Hundred Qur'Enic

Centennial Celebrations.Filmed by Dr.G.H.Karrim.

2.Telegram sent by IPCI to the Pope at the Vvatican City 1984.

3.Various letters sent by IPCI to sponsors.

4.Following Files at the IPCI main headquarters:

4.1 Conversion Filles.

4.2 Correspondence Files for Literature.

4.3 Postage Account Files .

4.4 Newspaper Clippings File.
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