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ABSTRACT

This work seeks to highlight a biblically inspired notion of nation-building which advocates
the unity of all the people as an imagined political community, with a sovereign role in the
land. The definition of nation-building will be based on Benedict Anderson’s terms ‘imagined
political community’ and the ‘sovereign role of the people’ in order to emphasize the notion of
nation-as-people which is most appropriate for this work. The emphasis of this work is
influenced both by the ideo-theological perspective to read the Bible from the perspective of
the poor and from a liberationist perspective which privileges the ‘dangerous memories’ of the
subjugated communities in order to work for a future that is better. Within this framework it is
possible to bring the use of memory in the ancient community of Israel into dialogue with the

modern post colonial state of Zimbabwe.

The research will use literary narrative and rhetorical analysis to compare the use of a liberation
memory to construct the imagined political community in the book of Deuteronomy and in
post-colonial Zimbabwe. The biblical model of nation-building, as motivated by the pacifying
memory of divine deliverance and the dangerous memory of the oppression of the people,
advocates the ethical liberation categories of freedom, justice and equality to build the unity
and sovereign role of the imagined communities. A tripolar analysis will bring the text of
Deuteronomy into dialogue with the context of postcolonial Zimbabwe, to highlight the
differences in the use of the pacifying and dangerous memories of liberation. The focus will be
on the realization of unity and freedom for the people through the ethical use of the memory of
liberation. This work concludes that the dangerous memories of the people are fundamental to
the construction of a nation-as-people and that the ethical use of the pacifying and dangerous
memory of liberation can be a unifying factor for postcolonial countries and a fundamental

resource for the construction of a nation-as-people.
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Chapter 1 General introduction

1.1 Background and motivation

My research aim is to explore the nation-building aspects in the book of Deuteronomy and to
examine the interconnections for nation-building in Zimbabwe in the period from 1980 to the
present. My work is motivated by a selective articulation and misuse of the memory of the war
of liberation struggle Chimurenga' by ZANU-PF as a paradigm for nation-building. This has
resulted in exclusive nationalism, legitimization of violence and intimidation, a lack of the rule

of law, human rights abuses and the failure to establish responsible and accountable leadership.

Since the attainment of independence in April 1980, Zimbabwe has struggled to build a
harmonious country with a common national identity. In the first ten years Zimbabwe entered
a phase of postcolonial nation-building in order to deliver on the promises of the liberation
struggle, to deliver a sovereign Zimbabwe inhabited by free citizens who would enjoy a
restored land that had been stolen by white settler colonists. For an agreed period of ten years
(1980-1990), the Zimbabwean government could not amend the constitution. This led to an
inability to redistribute the land to the ordinary people. Much of the land remained in the hands
of a minority of white citizens after independence. This fact would come to haunt the country

in later years.

After only two years of independence, Zimbabwe was plunged into a political and humanitarian
crisis by the Gukurahundi® Operation which left over 20,000 mostly Ndebele-speaking people
dead as a party state and a party-nation was constructed.® These came to an end in 1987, with

the signing of the unity accord between ZANU and ZAPU. Although the unity agreement was

! The umbrella term ‘Chimurenga’ comes from Shona Language and refers to a nationwide
uprising or revolt especially against a racist, discriminatory or oppressive social, political or
economic system.

2The word Gukurahundi comes from the Shona word which means early spring rains. This had
been used by ZANU PF in their electoral campaign under the slogan the year of the people’s
storm or Gore reguukurahundi. This was now used by Mugabe in relation to a campaign in
Matabeleland and was taken to mean, sweep out the rubbish. This was in reference to the ex-
ZIPRA guerrillas who were deserting the joint Zimbabwe army citing tribalism and
marginalisation. Mugabe interpreted the dissension as a military uprising and thus instigated
Gukurahundi in Matabeleland, through the deployment of the Korean-trained fifth brigade

3 Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni, “Making Sense of Mugabeism in Local and Global Politics: ‘So
Blair, Keep Your England and Let Me Keep My Zimbabwe,” Third World Quarterly 30, no.
6 (2009): 1139-1158.
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signed, the lack of acknowledgement of the suffering of the people deeply polarized the
Ndebele and Shona peoples.

Between the years 1990 and 1999, Zimbabwe was plunged into an unprecedented economic
crisis as a result of its involvement in economic liberalization, in accordance with the demands
and conditions of the notorious Economic Structural Adjustment Programme (ESAP) imposed
by the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. This neo-liberal transition not only
destroyed the progress that had been made in the social spheres of education and health but
also provoked protests from workers and students who were hard hit by a combination of

retrenchment, withdrawal of subsidies on basic commodities and privatization.

The period between 2000 and 2009 was dominated by agrarian transformation. Beginning from
2000, the government’s quest under the banner of the Third Chimurenga and the radical Fast-
Track Land Reform Programme which was meant to deliver land to Zimbabwe’s landless black
people, further collapsed the national economy, partly because the implementation of land
reform was chaotic and partly because it led to Zimbabwe being ostracized by the international
community.* The political climate became tense with the emergence of a strong opposition, the
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) which was seen as a front for neo-colonization. The
ruling party blamed the West for these crises and interpreted this as a strategy by the West to
effect regime change in Zimbabwe.> Amidst the crises the ZANU-PF leadership abandoned the
conciliatory rhetoric of nation-building predicated on reconciliation and inclusivism and
revived revolutionary nationalism which tended to be adversarial, exclusive, violent and
intolerant (Sachikonye 2012:211; Chimedza 2008:90-91).° This has left the population deeply

wounded and polarized.

4 Sam Moyo and Paris Yeros, “Land Occupations and Land Reform in Zimbabwe: Towards
the National Democratic Revolution in Zimbabwe,” in The Resurgence of Rural Movements
in Africa, Asia and Latin America, ed. Sam Moyo and Paris Yeros (London: Zed Books,
2005), 165-206.

> Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni, “Politics behind Politics: African Union, Southern African
Development Community and the Global Political Agreement in Zimbabwe,” in The Hard
Road to Reform: The Politics of Zimbabwe’s Global Political Agreement, ed. Brian
Raftopoulos (Harare: Weaver Press, 2013), 149.

® Lloyd Sachikonye, Zimbabwe’s Lost Decades: Politics, Development & Society, (Harare:
Weaver Press, 2012), 211. Tinashe L Chimedza, “Bulldozers Always Come: Maggots, Citizens
and Governance in Contemporary Zimbabwe” in The Hidden Dimensions of Operation
Murambatsvina in Zimbabwe, ed. Maurice Vambe (Harare: Weaver Press, 2008), 90-91.
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Then between 2009-2013, an Inclusive Government was formed with the mediation of South
Africa. This achieved very little in terms of the unity of the people. The ruling party went into
the inclusive government in bad faith and behind the scenes they worked to outmaneuver the
opposition. Although violence decreased and the economy stabilized slightly, power did not
shift from the Zimbabwe African National Union—Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF). Although the
Organ of Healing, Reconciliation and Integration (ONHRI), had been set up to promote
equality, national healing, cohesion and unity following the Gukurahundi atrocities and more

recent atrocities, its work progressed very slowly.

In 2011, ONHRI Minister Mzila Ndlovu and Father Marko Mkandla were arrested after
attending a rural prayer service for Gukurahundi victims. This event suggested that what was
being underlined by ZANU-PF was that in Matabeleland, healing should take place without
revealing and acknowledging the wrongs of the past. This period failed to foster national
cohesion but instead consolidated ZANU-PF’s power stronghold. Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni
(2020:2) concludes “If anything, ZANU—-PF used the five years of the government of national
unity to recover and consolidate its power and in the 2013 elections the party emerged stronger

and in charge of government once more.”’

The period from 2017 to the present time of writing (2021), is considered to be the time of the
‘Second Republic.’® This was initiated by the military coup d'etat, which led to the fall from
power of the long serving president Robert Gabriel Mugabe paving the way for the rise to
power of Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa.’ On 15 November 2017, the Zimbabwe Defense
Forces, led by General Constantino Chiwenga, intervened in the succession struggle in the
ruling party, ZANU-PF by putting long time ruler and strongman President Robert Mugabe
under house arrest. This was followed by massive anti-Mugabe demonstrations and under this

pressure Mugabe resigned on 21 November 2017; he was replaced by Emmerson Mnangagwa

7 Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni and Pedzisai Ruhanya, “Introduction: Transition in Zimbabwe:
from Robert Gabriel Mugabe to Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa: A Repetition without
Change,” in The History and Political Transitions of Zimbabwe: From Mugabe to
Mnangagwa, eds. Sabelo Ndlovu-Gatsheni and Pedzisai Ruhanya (New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2020), 2-3.

8 According to Mnangagwa the ‘First Republic’ is the time from independence to the time
when Mugabe resigned on 21 November 2017.

9 Mugabe later died on 6 August 2019 in Singapore and was buried at his rural home in
Zvimba, Mashonaland West province.
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on 24 November 2017. In his inauguration speech, Mnangagwa boosted the confidence of the
nation by declaring that ‘Zimbabwe is Open for Business’. Presenting this mantra as his guiding
economic principle he enunciated the new government’s intention to introduce a robust
business reform agenda: prioritize economic growth, adhere to constitutionalism and re-engage

the international community. '

The optimism was short lived as the international community did not immediately commit to
financial aid for Zimbabwe before the necessary constitutional changes were implemented. The
litmus test of whether the government would commit to constitutionalism came with the
elections in July 2018. The delay of the results led to demonstrations, to which the state
responded on 1 August 2018, by using disproportionate and indiscriminate force, resulting in
the death of 6 civilians and the injury of many more civilians. This act was widely condemned
by the international community. Zimbabwe is also experiencing massive unemployment, low
investment, industrial stagnation, low agricultural productivity and high domestic and foreign
debts which have reduced the country’s access to credit.!! This has made it difficult to deliver

on the promises.

The deteriorating economic conditions and food and fuel shortages led to mass demonstrations
and national stay away 14-16 January 2018. During this period, over 17 civilians were killed
and over 586 civilians were assaulted. Since then, Western countries have lost confidence in
the Mnangagwa administration’s capacity to uphold human rights, democracy and
constitutionalism in the country. Zimbabwe has once again descended into militarism. The
members of the security forces allegedly involved in murder and other gross human rights
violations have not been held accountable. In the face of accusations of human rights abuses,
the ZANU-PF government has reverted to the familiar scapegoat narrative from the past:
attacking the west for interference and attempts to destabilize the country and accusing those
who challenge the government as enemies of the state. Zimbabwe under president Mnangagwa,
has failed to adopt an inclusive international re-engagement policy that is responsive to human

needs and sensitive to human rights. 2

10 ‘President Mnangagwa’s Inauguration speech in full, Chronicle, November 25, 2017,
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.chronicle.co.zw/president-mnangagwas-
inaugurationspeech-in-full/amp

1 Ndlovu-Gatsheni and Ruhanya, “Introduction: Transition in Zimbabwe,” 10-12.

12 Ndlovu-Gatsheni and Ruhanya, 10-12.
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The government has also failed to unite the people or offer programs of healing to the nation.
President Mnangagwa’s five-point plan of action makes no mention of reconciliation, as was
clearly articulated in the Global Political Agreement (GPA) (2009), though this was never
implemented. The Zimbabwe population is deeply wounded, angry, fearful and deeply
polarized. The unresolved past such as the Gukurahundi massacre undermines any hope of
unity and the victims of political violence are still crying for justice which continues to spawn
even more angry new generations. The people who oppose the government still continue to be
labelled as enemies of the state. The government continues to use commemorations such as
Heroes Day and Independence Day celebrations to divide the people into patriots/non patriots,
puppets and sell-outs. The use of the chimurenga narrative as a state of continuous war against
colonialism is an abuse of the memory of the liberation struggle in order to hide the government
failures and secure