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OBJECTIVES AND NEED FOR THIS STUDY

The importance of the Qur’an can be gauged from the fact that it was the first book
which Muslim scholars concerned themselves with and by virtue of the belief of Muslims
in general that it is the verbatim Word of Allah culminated in their associating utmost
reverence to the Qur’an in its written form and oral recitation. Thus, it is for this very
reason that great concern was directed to the correct reading and pronunciation of the
Arai)ic Qur’anic text. Moreover, in view of the fact that there were several Arabic
dialects and no declensions were at that time assigned to the text of the Qur’an, scholars
of the Qur’an found it imperative to assign correct reading and recitation of the Arabic
text of the Qur’an. Scholars before al-Jazari’s time assigned several rules for the correct
rendering of the Quramc recitation. This was necessary because incorrect reading,
recitation and pronunciation of the text of the Qur’an could result in changing the

meaning of the text thus nullifying what was originally intended.

Imam Tbn al-JazarT’s main contribution in this field is that after surveying the previous
works on the subject, further refined and articulated the discipline of reading and
recitation of the Qur’an. Hence, Imam Tbn al-Jazari’s works on this important discipline

made an everlasting impact on the later history of discipline of the recitation of the

Qur’an.

Several of Imam Ibn al-Jazari’s works were published and there are still several of them

which have been preserved in manuscript forms in various libraries throughout the



Muslim world, such as in Turkey, Syria, Iran and Egypt. These manuscripts are not easily

accessible to the general public in our present times.

The objectives of this study are to:
1. trace the origin and development of ilm al-Qira’at (the Science of Qur’anic
Recitation);
2. give an account of the life of Imam Ibn al-Jazarf;
3. survey the works Imam Ibn al-JazarT; and

4. to examine and evaluate the contributions of Imam Ibn al-Jazari on later

scholars/works.



INTRODUCTION

The Qur’an is the last of the divine books revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (s.2.w.s.)
and its revelation came as guidance for the entire humankind and it embodies the divine

laws.

The Qur’an bears testimony to the veracity of the prophethood of the last and final
Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.s.). It is the embodiment of divine wisdom and is the source of
ethics and morality and scientific knowledge. Moreover, it serves as the backbone of the
Arabic language with its eloquent language, grammar and syntax. Undoubtedly, the
Qur’an gave the Arabic language its superiority in style and structure which is unparallel

to all other languages.

The revelation of the Qur’an changed the course of history. The Prophet Muhammad
(s.a.w.s.) and his Companions (r.a.) gave great attention to the Qur’an. This attention
' took diverse forms - sometimes it was to do with the Qur’an’s complex linguistics forms,
other time it was to do with its rendering, structure, meaning and most important of it was

to do with its understanding and reading it in the correct form.

The Qur’an inspired Muslims to carry out research in various fields and that initiative
culminated in the appearance of innumerable literary works in every branch of

knowledge which filled the libraries in various parts of the Muslim world.

Through the research efforts undertaken on the Qur’an, we have today at our disposal

huge materials and valuable encyclopedias in the field of readings/recitations of the



Qur’an, as well as the various writings of the Qur’anic script, making use of exotic
Arabic calligraphy. It also gave birth to the science of explanation and commentary on

the Qur’an, and its grammatical analysis.

It is imperative to point out here that one of the most important sciences related to the
Qur’an is the science of readings/recitations of the Qur’an with melodius voice and tunes
(tajwid). 1t is through this science that the Qur’an came to be preserved in its original
form exactly as the manner in which the Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.s.) read it in the

presence of his Companions (r.a.).

This thesis focuses on one of the pioneers, namely Imam al-Jazari in the field of

Qur’ anic sciences and in the science of readings/recitations in particular.

The thesis is divided into the following chapters: chapter one deals with the birth and
development of the science of Qur’anic readings/recitations { Tim al-Qira’as), which also
includes major works on the classifications of Qur’anic science pertaining to its
readings/recitals till the era of Imam al-Jazari; chapter two gives an account of the life
and works of Imam al-Jazari; chapter three discusses the views of Muslims scholars on
Imam al-Jazari and the impact of Imam al-Jazari on later scholars/works; and the
conclusion focuses on the important findings of this thesis and an example of the model

of the different patterns of readings/recitations of the Qur’an which can be traced back to
Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.s.).



ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SCIENCE OF
QUR’ANIC READINGS/RECITATIONS

The Qur’an is the last of the divinely revealed Holy Books to humankind. The
preservation of Qur’an was facilitated by a group of dedicated people through its

memorization and correct readings/recitations.

The Prophet’s Companions (r.a.) who are known as the Sahabah were in the forefront of
transmitting the Qur’an with all its intricate details to those who lived in their era and to
those who came thereafter. The exercise of the transmission, memorisation and correct
readings/recitations of the Qur’an continue to this day and will continue till the end of

times.

One of the fundamental beliefs of Muslims is that the Qur’an is the Word of Allah
(SWT). The origin of the science the readings/recitations of the Qur’an in narration of

this particular Hadith by Ubayy Ibn Ka'‘b (r.a.):

The Angel Gabriel came to the Prophet and said: “AllGh commands
you to make your wmmah read the Qur’an on one style of reading.”
The Prophet said: “I seed the forgiveness of Allah, verily my
ummah will not be able to fulfil that” The Angel Gabriel came to
him the second time and said: “Allah commands you to make your
ummah read the Qur’an on two different styles of reading. The
Prophet said: “T seed the forgiveness of Allah, verily my ummah

will not be able to fulfil that.” The dialogue carried on between the



Angel Gabriel and the Prophet until the Angel Gabriel came to him
for the seventh time and said: “Allah commands you to make your
ummah read the Qur’an on seven different styles of reading and
whatever style they employ (out of the seven readings) in reading

the Qur’an, they will be duly rewarded. (Sahth Muslim)

It is also narrated in Sahih al-Bukhari that Sayyiduna ‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab (r.a.) related
the following Hadith: 1 heard Hisham Ibn Hakim reciting Sirat al-Furqan during the
lifetime of Allah’s Apostle (s.a.w.s.) and I listened to his recitation and noticed that he
recited in several different ways which Allah’s Apostle (s.a.w.s.) had not taught me. I was
about to jump over him during his prayer, but I controlled my temper, and when he had
completed his prayer, I put his upper garment around his neck and seized him by it and
said: “Who taught you this Si@rah which I heard you reciting?”’ He replied: Allah’s
Apostle (s.a.w.s.) taught it to me.” I said: “You have told a lie, for Allah’s Apostle
(s.a.w.s.) has taught it to me in a different way from yours.” So I dragged him to Allah’s
Apostle and said: “I heard this person réciting Sirat al-Furgan in a way which you have
not taught me!” On that Allah’s Apostle said: “Release (O ‘Umar)! Recite O Hishim!”
Then he recited in the same way as I heard him reciting. The Allah’s Apostle (s.a.w.s.)
said: “Tt was revealed in this way, and added: Recite O ‘Umar!” I recited it as he had
taught me. Allah’s Apostle (s.a.w.s.) then said: “Tt was revealed in this way. This Qur’an

has been revealed to be recited in seven different ways, so recite of it whatever is easier

for you.”



Allah (SWT) allowed the different seven ways of recitation of the Qur’an and the Prophet
Mubammad (s.a.w.s.) read the Qur’an to the Angel Gabriel in accordance to these ways.
No permission was given to the Prophet’s Companions (r.a.) to change the spellings and
words from the original Qur’anic text for that would lead to tampering with the
miraculous nature and challenging divine characteristics of the Qur’an. Permission was
given only for the seven different ways of recitation of the Qur’an in order to make it

easy and sweet for the Muslim nation.

The Prophet’s Companions (r.a.) heard the Qur’an from the Prophet’s (s.a.w.s.) mouth in
the manner that it was revealed to him and they memorized it according and this
constitutes one of the fundamental ways of keeping the authenticity of the Qur’an intact.
In view of their rich Arabic background, the Prophet’s Companions read and understood
and kept the Qur’an unchanged and their successors and the generations that followed to
the present times carried out this legacy.

In every generation, Allah (SWT) inspired some people to love the Qur'an and to
dedicate their lives to study, memorize and to put into practice the teachings of Qur’an.
Some of those people became inclined towards the reading patterns of the Qur’an and
they laid down the foundation and rules for this intricate art and became icons attracting

many people to travel to visit them and learn from them. One such scholar was Imam Ibn

al-Jazari.



THE LIFE AND WORKS OF IMAM IBN AL-JAZARI

He was the imam, reader/reciter, memorizer of the Qur’an, scholar of Hadith and
historian. His full name was Muhammad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Muhammad Bin Yasuf Ibn
al-Jazari. He was equally a Judge and belonged to the ShafiT School of Islamic
Jurisprudence and was nicknamed Ab# al-Khayr and given the title of Shams al-Din. The
surname al-Jazari is by virtue of being linked to Ibn ‘Umar Island which lies north of

Mosul in Iraq and is surrounded by the Tigris River from one side only.
Birth and early life

Imam Tbn al-Jazari was born on Saturday 25" of Ramadan 751 Hijri corresponding to the
year 1350. after the targwih salah in Damascus, Syria. His parents were honourable
Mushms His father (d. 785 Hijri) had memorized the Qur’an, was conscious in holding
the fives times daily prayer and punctual in paying h1s Zakat (the poor due). His fathér
performed Hajj (Pilgrimage to Makkah) in 748 Hijrf and it was while he was drinking
the Zam Zam water that he supplicated to Allah (SWT) to bestow him a son who would
become attached to the Qur’an. His prayers were answered and his wife gave birth to

Muhammad who became the Imam (a leading scholar) in the Science of the Recitations
of the Qur’an.

Imam Ton Al Jazari spent his childhood in Damascus and was very passionate about

reading the Qur’an and the Science of Qur’anic recitations. His father was his first



teacher and he memorized the Qur’an at a tender age and lead the zarawih prayer at the

age of 14.

His travels

Imam Tbn al-Jazari did not confine his pursuing of knowledge only in Damascus and was
keen to study under the most notable of Muslim scholars who resided in the different
countries. Thus he travelled extensively as a student and later on as a teacher. He studied
all the different branches of Islamic Sciences and specialized in the Science of
Readings/Recitations of the Qur’an. He was so keen to gain mastery over this specialized
science that whenever he heard of a teacher who had the acumen in this field he would
waste no time to be in his company. This resulted in his travelling far and wide to be in
the midst of prominent scholars who resided in Egypt, Persia, Turkey, the Hijaz,
Palestine, etc.

His teachers

Imam Ton al-Jazari was a man of a great vision, very enthusiastic in what he wanted to
learn, very brave and courageous to travel all over to learn at the feet of some of the most
distinguished and renown Muslim scholars. These scholars were honoured to have Imam
Ibn al-Jazari as their student went out of their way to guide him in his intellectual pursuit.

It was stated in the major sources that the number of Imam Tbn al-Jazari’s teachers

exceeded more than 90.
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His students

As he traveled to seek knowledge and to meet the learned scholars of his time, Jmam Ibn
al-Jazari also took the opportunity to teach other people and his students had great

admiration for him. The number of his students exceeded 360.

Books

Despite his constant travels to different countries and cities, Imam Ibn al-Jazar managed
to over a hundred literary works in the fields of Islamic Sciences in general and the

Science of Readings/Recitations in particular.
His demise

Imam Ton al-Tazari passed away before the Salat al-Jumu‘ah (the Friday congretional
prayer) on the 5" of Rabi‘ al-Awwal 833 Hijri (1429 C.E.) in his home at Shiraz. He was
buried in the Dar al-Qur’an which he had established in that city. His funeral was
attended by prominent Muslim personalities and the laymen and they all rusher to carry

his bier to the place where he was to be buried. May Allah have mercy upon him and

reward him in the best possible manner.

11



CONCLUSION

This thesis besides discussing the life and works of Imam Ibn al-Jazari, his efforts in
pursuing his studies in the field of the Science of Readings/Recitations of the Qur’an
readings, his influence and impact in that field on later scholars/works, the thesis also
identifies the names of Imam Ibn al-Jazari’s teachers and students. Moreover, the
thesis also contains a comprehensive list of some of the most prominent works
undertaken by eminent scholars who specialized inn the Science of

Readings/Recitations of the Qur’an.
These are some of the findings of this research:

1. Imam Ibn al-Jazari was an accomplished scholar and pride to the Muslim Ummah
(nation). He was an exemplary model to his students. He dedicated his entire life
- to leamihg and teaching of the Islamic’ Sciences. His life is a true source of

inspiring for every student of Islam.

2. While a number of works are available on Imam Ibn al-Jazari, most of the
literature about him are limited in nature and some some do not even exceed ten

pages - very unfair to the man of his caliber who deserves far better coverage.

3. Imam Tbn al-Jazari faced innumerable difficulties during his quest for knowledge
and while he was engaged in the teaching of the Qur’an and its Sciences. Being

the only son of his parents for a quite a while before they got another son, his

12



parents they were needed him back home and this somehow that slowed his
learning process. On many many 0ccasions, in order to please his parents, he was
forced to cancel trips to meet teachers and great scholars like of ‘Ali Tbn
Muhammad Abi ‘Abd Allih Ibn Muhammad Ibn Yisuf Tbn ‘Abd Allah of

Andalusia and the Imam of Grenada,

. Many people envied Imam Ibn al-Jazari and did not hide their jealousy. This also
forced him to travel from country to country and city to city until his demise in

Shiraz, situated in the Persian peninsula.

. Imam Tbn al-Jazari concentrated all his efforts to the study of the Sciences of
Readings and Recitations of the Qur’an until he finally mastered this science and
became one of the pioneers and a major source to all subsequent scholars in that

particular field.

. Imam Ibn al-Jazari was a prolific writer and his literary works exceeded 100. It is
unfortunate that only a few of them were published. What is actually needed is for
Muslim scholars to carry out an objective critical analysis of his many
manuscripts which are in the archives in certain Muslim countries. Indeed his

works are of a great value to all conscientious Muslims.

. To set the record straight about his literary works, it was also pointed out in the

thesis that some works were wrongly attributed to Imam Ibn al-Jazari.

13



8. The Science of Readings and Recitations of the Qur’an has over the years been
developed into a major area of research. Practically all Islamic institutions,
including Colleges and Universities teach specialized science. It is imperative for
those who interested in this particular domain to contact the specialists and work

closely with them.

9. Over the generations, millions of people from around the globe have embraced
Islam. The pattern continues to this day and many of the new reverts to Islam
belong to different nations and ethnic groups, speaking different languages and
find difficulty in the correct reading/recitation of the Qur’an, hence the need for
the works of Imam Ibn al-Jazari in this particular field to be translated into the

English language and other European, Indian and African languages.

Recommendations:
The writer of this thesis managed to travel to a lot throughout the Arab and other
Muslim and non-Muslim which are inhabited by a respected Muslim communities. In
order to circumvent the problems which Muslims in non-Muslim countries are facing

in regard to the correct reading/recitation of the Qur’an, the following are some

recommendations with the hope that they may be implemented:

1. A conscientious effort ought to be made to teach them the Arabic language at

a young age.

14



. Local minority Muslims organizations should invest in employing teachers
who are versed in the the Science of Readings/Recitations of the Qur’an to
facilitate the process of Muslims mastering the technique of correct reading of

the Qur’an.

. There exists a lack of interest in the Arabic language and hence it is
imperative that every step be undertaken to motivate young Muslims to learn
the language of the Qur’an. An intensified programme in Arabic language

ought to be integrated in all local pre-primary, primary and secondary schools.

. Creation of Arabic and Qur’anic learning circles ought to be implemented at

the schools, mosques and homes.

. Scholarships and bursaries ought to be made available to the local Muslims to
istudy in Arab countries so that they would return as teachers in their own

countries for the advancement of Arabic and Qur’anic studies.
. Holding of Qur’anic reading/recitation competitions should be a priority and

the winners should be amply rewarded so as to encourage them to continue to

strive harder in order to learn the Qur’an.

15
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