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ABSTRACT

Land degradation is a national concern that needs to be redressed and
prevented by the government and its agencies as it has a significant
impact on agricultural productivity and food security. The National
Department of Agriculture is in the process of reforming the sustainable
resource use policy to deal with the causes of land degradation and to
promote the sustainable use of natural resources, patticulatly in poverty-
stricken areas. Pror to 1994, this policy was only applied in areas where

commercial agriculture was practised.

The researcher has explored the struggles encountered during the
implementation of the sustainable resource use policy through a case
study approach within the Enkumane region of KwaZulu-Natal. The
research followed a cross-sectional approach drawing from methods such
as typology techniques, semi-structured interviews and questionnaires,
which were employed at various stages in the policy process, from the
levels of policy-makers to the intended beneficiaries. A literature review
emphasized the importance of applying integrated and participatory

approaches in implementing a public policy.

The results highlighted significant differences of opinion conceming the
implementation of the sustainable resource use policy within and between
the different stages of the process from policy to implementation. This
was partly attributed to the inadequacy in terms of clear roles, direction
and guidelines, and also in terms of the institutionalisation of expenence,

knowledge and skills. It was recommended that a more co-ordinated and



integrated effort is required to reform the policy. This calls for the
establishment of mechanisms to ensure that people at all stages in the
policy process ate involved in a participatory manner, towards the

continual improvement of the sustainable resource use policy.

The significance of this study is twofold, firstly the financial burden of
ineffective policies is unacceptable to our society. Secondly, the research
has a potential to enhance the policy to implementation process, which

may provide a platform for improving the sustainable resource use policy.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND

On 27 Apnl 1994, South Africa switched instantly from a profile of oppression,
human nghts abuses, and social injustice to a more democratic, liberated and
people-centred country. Whilst the transformation of South Aftica has focused
on, amongst others, integrated service delivery, the administration of state
institutions, resource and asset management, realisation of national unity, and the
promotion of a development-frendly climate; the legacy of apartheid left behind
a socio-economic environment that continues to be lopsided and multifarious.
Nonetheless, since the emergence of the democratic dispensation in 1994, the
government has progressively moved towards social repair, poverty alleviation,
redress, and social transformation. It has also been the government’s prionty to
focus on those people who did not adequately benefit from public services in the
past and/or those people who were disadvantaged. Many of these disadvantaged
people are situated in underdeveloped rural areas. An ANC report (1994) states
that approximately 17 million people in South Africa are living below the
minimum standard of living (breadline), among which 11 million people are from
underdeveloped rural areas.

Much of former homeland territory can be classified as underdeveloped and rural,
to which people were forcefully translocated under the apartheid system. This
system ensured that land distribution and resource allocation was lopsided and
skewed along racial lines and class boundaries. Associated legislation, such as the



Natives Lands Act of 1913 and the Natives Trust and Land Act of 1936 resulted
in the forced temoval of approximately five million Aftican people. Although this
process of forced removal took several years, people were frequently evicted
from highly productive and sustainably utilised land, to smaller areas with reduced
productivity and fewer natural resources (Harley and Fotheringham 1999). It is
well documented that poverty linked with population growth frequently resuits in
land degradation, particulatly on arable land (Jordaan and Jordaan 1998). The
issues percolating from the case study could be partly attrbuted to such policies.

It therefore makes sense to accept the reality that people should have reasonable
access to land and its natural resource assets. On the other hand, land degradation
and soil erosion appear to be significant threats to the future welfare of South
Africans, The value of land can deteniorate to such an extent that it would take
great efforts to restore and increase its productvity. Other threats include local,
regional and global impacts, such as deforestation, global warming, the
competition for scarce water resources, human populaton growth, excessive
consumption, and the movement of refugees from environmentally degraded
areas (Yeld 1992). The invasion of alien plants, formation of soil erosion dongas,
the occurrence of denuded landscapes, and deteriorating water sources are
examples of the symptoms of land degradation. South Africa is prone to the risk
of land degradation because of the prevailing erratic rainfall, shallow and unfertile
soils and restricted irrigation potentials.

Land degradation is therefore a national concetn that needs to be addressed and
guarded against by the government and its agencies. The reason being that it has a
negative impact on agricultural productivity, food supply and security, even at
household levels. On a national scale, the potential for water induced soil erosion
appears to be linked to the former homeland areas, whete the potential for



damage is greater. Water induced soul erosion not only affects agriculture and
community water supply but also has catastrophic and disastrous implications for
communities, specifically in the form of droughts and flooding. Refer to Figure 1
below for a spatial presentation of the potential for water induced soil erosion in

South Africa.
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Figure 1: The Predicted Water Erosion Map for South Africa'.

The spatial presentation depicts the potential for water induced soil erosion.
Erosion is notably rated high to very high in areas such as the former homelands
in the Limpopo, Eastern Cape, and KwaZulu-Natal Provinces. The former
homeland areas also coincide with the ISRDP (Integrated Sustainable Rural
Development Programme) Nodes, which have been demarcated as such by the
President to channel government interventions, programmes and projects to

these poverty-stricken communities.

! 'The Predicted Water Frosion Map for South Africa has been compiled from several databases (Pretorius,

2000).



The government holds two guiding policy instruments relating to land
degradation and the sustainable use of natural resources in South Africa, namely
the New Constitution of South Africa, and the institutions of the National
Departments of Agriculture and Environmental Affairs and Tourism,

Firstly, the New Constitution of South Africa (1996: 11): Bill of Rights Article 24
(1), affirms that:

“Everyone has a nght [secton (b)] to have the environment
protected, for the benefit of present and future genemations,
through reasonable legislative and other measures to [section (iii)]
secure ecologically sustainable development and use of natural
resources while promoting justifiable economic and social
development.”

The New Constitution of South Africa (1996: 13): Bill of Rights Article 24 (1)
further affirms that:

“Everyone has the night to have access to [section (b)] sufficient
food and water, and [section (2)] the state must take reasonable
legislative and other measures, within its available resources, to
achieve the progressive realization of each of these rights.”

Secondly, the public institutions tasked with redressing land degradation and
sustainable utlizaton of natural resources on a national scale, ate the
Departments of Agriculture and Environmental Affairs and Tourism, both
comptising of a National institution with Provincial spheres. The Department of
Eavironmental Affairs and Toudsm is involved in the development and
implementation of policies that promote the concept of community-based natural
resource management. The policies driven by this department are more applicable
for communities surrounding protected areas or living adjacent to a rich natural

resource base.



In contrast, this study deals more with the policies promoting sustainable
agricultural practices, thereby highlighting and emphasizing the role of the
National Department of Agriculture. The task for the National Department of
Agriculture (NDA), in terms of national agricultural policy is to establish an
environment where opportunities for higher incomes and employment are
created for resource-poor farmers alongside a thriving commercial farming sector
(Hanekom 2000). This is recapitulated in the three major goals for policy reform,
firstly to build an efficient and intemationally competitive agricultural sector,
secondly to support the emergence of a2 more diverse structure of production
with a large increase in the numbers of smallholder farming enterprises, and lastly
to conserve our agricultural natural resources and put in place policies and

institutions for sustainable resource use.

Within the third major goal for policy reform, the NDA is making a concetted
effort to redress the problems and issues that anise from sustatnable land use,
through policy development and incentive schemes, soil conservation measures,
law enforcement and the monitoring of natural agricultural resources. The
KwaZulu-Natal Department of Agrculture is responsible for the implementation
of agricultural development, extension programmes and natural resources
management programmes. Monitoring and law enforcement of natural resources
management is strongly advocated and implemented by the NDA, through its
Regional Offices, one of which is based in Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu-Natal.

Environmental problems have been among the most pressing national public
policy issues during the past several decades (Bonsor e 2/ 1996). On a more local
scale there is evidently a need for the restoration and efficient management of our
natural resources. Moreover, the NDA has recently attempted to align its policies
and strategies with government’s priotities, ie. poverty alleviation, social



transformation and economic sustainability. The NDA’s prmary policy
pertaining to land degradation and sustainable use of natural resources, is the
sustainable resource use (SRU) policy.

1.2 FROM THE BEGINNING

This study is connected with the application and/or implementation of the SRU
policy. How did it come about that the SRU policy is identified as a policy? A
simple definition of a policy is expressed as being “strategies designed to bring
about certain desired goals” (Orkin ¢ 2/ 1995: 470). The SRU policy was derived
primarily from the overarching national agricultural policy and to a lesser extent
from the leadership of the NDA. The Assistant Ditector-General of Sustainable
Resource Use and Management is hence responsible for the task of developing
strategies as well as managing and monitoring the achievement of desired SRU
policy goals. It is suggested that the step towatds the direction of sustainable land
management is made only if all targets of the strategy are satisfactorily met
(Herweg et al 1998).

Pror to 1994, the SRU policy was applied only in areas where commercial
agriculture was practiced, i.e. on white-owned farms. The democratic government
expetienced pressure from the citizens to deliver much needed basic setvices to
poor rural areas, including services such as healthcare, electricity, housing and
water supply. Transformation was therefore directed at the strategic alignment of
government to the immediate and basic needs of citizens. Government’s mandate
from the New Constitution and the above-mentioned factors has contributed to
the NDA’s recent advancement of the process to reform the SRU policy. The
SRU policy was hereby under review during the period of research.

The tools for implementing the SRU policy are two-fold, namely law

enforcement and its promotion through incentives. The Consetvation of



Agticultural Resources Act, 1983 (Act 43 of 1983) or CARA is the hw
enforcement arm of the SRU policy. The NDA has, since 1998, initiated a
National LandCate Programme (NLP) based on a successful Australian model, to
provide financial assistance/incentives in the form of grants to resoutce poot
land users for land restoration activities and community-based natural resource
management (CBNRM). The rationale behind this study was the fact that the
implementation of the SRU policy was no simple task, and there were many
obstacles to overcome and challenges, particularly in the area between the policy
and its implementation. It is for this reason that the intention was to explore the
struggles and challenges experienced during the implementation of the SRU
policy. The study thus investigates the relationship between the SRU policy and
its implementation. The SRU policy is attached in Appendix A for reference.

1.3 A CASE STUDY

A study site (Enkumane) was selected in a rural part of the Mkomazi valley in
KwaZulu-Natal. The researcher is 2 Resource Conservation Inspector/Officer in
the Directorate of Land Use and Soil Management, with a duty to implement the
SRU policy in the rural communities of KwaZulu-Natal. The researcher was
implementing the SRU policy in Enkumane at the time, on request from the
Masibambaneni Youth Club for assistance and advice on the development of
CBNRM and related issues.

The need expressed by the Masibambaneni Youth Club was based on their
concerns of increasing land degradation in the Mkomazi valley which hampers
crop producton and grazing, entangled with a host of socio-economic issues
such as poverty, emigration, unemployment, disease and illiteracy.

The motive behind selecting Enkumane as a study site was the incidence of all
five clusters of disadvantage, associated with deprvation, namely vulnerability,



isolation, powerlessness, poverty, and physical weakness (Chambers 1983). This
study also continues from a previous exploration of rural development issues in
Enkumane by a group of students from the Centre for Environment and
Development, University of KwaZulu-Natal in 2000. For these reasons,
Enkumane presents a challenging situation of ptiosity and need for the provision

of government services.

1.4 FROM CASE STUDY TO RESEARCH PROJECT
The intention of the study was to explore the struggles expenienced during the
implementation of the SRU policy in Enkumane. The struggles in implementing
the SRU policy in Enkumane led to the conceptualisation of a research problem.
From this background, coupled with an initial literature review, the following
research questions emerged:

¢8 How does the implementer identify and prioritise which arezs should be
addressed by the SRU policy?

8 Why, and how is the SRU Policy implemented in Enkumane?

8 How does the implementing agent decide upon the approach to be
adopted for implementing the SRU policy in Enkumane?

8 What criteria and indicators are used to judge, evaluate or measure the
successful implementation of the SRU policy in Enkumane?

¢8 How are struggles with the implementation of the SRU policy in

Enlkumane managed?

The research questions were identified as the objectives for this study,
and the purpose was to explore the above-mentioned research questions
within the context of the case study.



1.5 SUMMARY
Chapter 1 introduced the early stages and preparation for the research process.
The need for such a study was two-fold, firstly the financial burden of ineffective
policies are unacceptable to our society. Secondly, applied research has the
potential to enhance the policy process, which may contribute to solving the real

problem in practice.

This study is somewhat unusual, in the sense that it attempts to explore an
emerging problem in policy science, which is the area between theory and
practice, or between policy (theory guiding actions) and implementation {actions).
The links between theory and practice abstractly represents the connections
between the government and its citizens. It is not only the connections between
government and its citizens that are important, but also the strength of the
relationships between the connections. Moreover, the combination of disciplines
involved appears to add much value to the research, such that the total is more
interesting than the sum of the individual contributions or parts.

Chapter 2 deals more specifically with the theoretical aspects of the research and
provides relevant links to the case study from the literature on policy theory and

on sustainable resource use.
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Chapter 2

THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

2.1 THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES

There are few studies, which have explored the domains between policy and
implementation. The literatute teview revealed that there has been a general gap
in the broad understanding of the policy process as a whole, with an
overemphasis on the components in the policy process. Perhaps the reason is
that the appeal to make published judgments about the effectiveness or success
of policies has largely been resisted. Levitt (1980: 9) reasons that policy research
has rather been applied to “observe, clanify and draw attention to relevant detail,
to set ideas and evidence in context and to make the most of propositions and
linkages that may shed light on what is happening”. In light of the above, the
SRU policy appears to regard the components as important but lacks the broad
framework and understanding of the process of policy to implementation, L.e. the
hinkages between the varous components as contributing collectively to the
achievement of sustainable resource use in South Africa.

Literature on sustainable resource use is comprehensive and often linked to case
studies, where rural communities are beneficiades ot to scientific research that is
relevant to the agnculture and environmental management. The methods also
compare tespectively, ie. stretching from participatory approaches, interviews,
and appraisals to trals, experiments, demonstrations and assessments. The
research topics in the field of sustainable resource use are consequently somewhat

diverse. Literature more relevant to the study was investigated, i.e. CBNRM.
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CBNRM was found to be an open or broad concept encompassing protected
areas management, participation by communities and sustainable agricultural
practices. The distinctions between CBNRM application in protected areas
management and sustainable agriculture are not clear, but the approach and
principles are mutual. Literature on sustainable agricultural practices provided
valuable knowledge for the study.

While science moves closer to applications (practice), problems occur in the real
wotld that cannot be confined to disciplines (Katdqvist 1999). This study
therefore follows an interdisciplinary approach, attempting an understanding of
the process from policy to implementation and of sustainable resource use, rather
than specializing in a particular subject. It merely integrates and explotes the end
results with the individual components of a policy process.

Which paradigm-would such a study then resemble? It is argued that rather than
taking a particular perspective, the study is constructed from the nuts and bolts of
the different petspectives. For example, structural perspectives examine society as
a whole (Haralambos and Holborn 19935). This study explored a policy process. It
is for this reason necessary to examine the process in its entrety, so that

problems, even minuscule as poor communication can be identified.

As a branch of structural perspective, functionalism would appreciate a stady of
this nature to be a system that is as a set of interconnected parts, which together
form 2 whole (Haralambos and Holborn 1995). The SRU policy is indeed a whole
system, consisting of actors, components and procedures. It is also necessary to
explore the different parts, which make up the system. The relevance of roles and
relationships between the different government spheres and the purpose of
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intergovernmental relations became evident during this study. A functionalist
petspective hence promotes cooperation and stability unlike the conflict
perspective that stresses divisions. While this study does examine individual
actions and the subject of study is a small social group, the conflict perspective is

rather limiting.

2.2 POLICY PERSPECTIVES

2.2.1 Policy
“Before the emergence of modern nation-states in Southern Africa, a strct code
of conduct determined how much, and when, people could draw from theit
natural envitonment” (Chenje and Johnson 1994: 39).! Mote recent policies ate
clearly dictated by government priorities, and have as their purpose, influencing
decision-making. A policy can be thought of as a set of instructions from policy
makers to policy implementers that spell out certain goals and the means for
achieving these goals. The SRU policy is typical of this definition see Appendix
A, page 98. The SRU policy presents a summary of brief instructions forming a
framework for implementation or guideline for implementers. The goals and
objectives of the SRU policy do not link adequately, and are unclear, the
motivations for the instructions are missing, and the language is loosely
formulated.

Policies are also defined as strategies designed to bring about certain desired goals
(Otkin ¢ al. 1995). A policy is usually incomplete without a vision, ptinciples,
strategic goals, objectives and regulatory mechanisms. A policy is hence goal
odentated, towards achieving a set of objectives. The SRU policy is not well
formulated on facts, research and supporting evidence. It is expected that such a

1 'The system of policy making was defined, for example by the &gorér among the Batswana, the bgiko in
Sukumaland and the Spitwe of the Basotho.
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policy should be comprehensive and contain other environmental dimensions,
ie. social, economic, technological, cultural, political and biophysical. Winter
(2000) azgues that a policy remains strong if measured by its core principles.
Policy goals should therefore be explicit and clear so that all participants in the
policy process are able to understand it. Typically, the key participants in a policy
system are linked through institutions, groups, networks and othet continuing
relationships. These are based on shared understandings, values, disagreement
and patterned interactions, which can best be descobed as policy systems
(Considing 1994). The importance of institutions in supporting a policy cannot be
underestimated. The SRU policy is clearly not well supported by institutions and
civil society. There is a need for community and civil society ownership and buy-

in to the SRU policy.

A second definition of a policy is “a rational and sequential system in which
inputs are converted into outputs that have an impact” (Levitt 1980: 18). This
implies that a policy is actually a process, which follows a specific sequence of
events, designed to achieve measurable impacts. Every policy process is also
unique in the sense that a range of factors influences it. The SRU policy is a
product of 2 government in transition to 2 more satisfactory situation, and indeed

it is a change.

In terms of the SRU policy, the unique factors influencing the specific policy
process can be identified as (a) natural and human resources, (b) management
systems and practice, and (c) components and their effects. The factors are part
of the policy system and which should enable the process to convert inputs into
outputs, with an intended impact on the environment. These factors will be
discussed later in this chapter and relate to sustainable resource use.
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Monitoring and
evaluating the policy
(1)

F

Developing an
implementation plan
(10)

The policy cycle

O

Figure 2: An illustration of the policy cycle (Bonsor e# al. 1996).

In Figure 1, the blue-shaded boxes represent the early stages of policy
development. The orange-shaded boxes are the actual policy, whilst the green-
shaded boxes represent the implementation stage.
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Note that there are more stages relating to policy development than policy
implementation (the first 7 stages out of 11 stages in a policy cycle).

2.2.2 Policy instruments

An “instrument” is a term frequently used in policy science. Policy instruments
are defined as the people, organizations and devices through which policies are
expressed. Essentially a policy instrument is the supporting mechanisms that
ensure successful delivery and implementation of the policy. To expand futther,
an instrument is a mechanism that enables the policy to be expressed, “so that its
form and nature take into account that individuals and organizations will be
involved in operating it” (Levitt 1980: 161). Policy instruments should therefore
be carefully selected according to the specific needs of the prevailing situation.

There are several different insttuments available in policy science. In the case
study of the SRU policy, there are two clear policy instruments. Economic and
written instruments are used more frequently. Economic instruments are “based
on the notion that the costs and benefits of policies can be distrbuted
differentially between interested parties” (Levitt 1980: 172). Examples can be an
incentive such as a grant {as in the NLP), market-based instruments such as a
partnership, or clear-cut, ie. the ‘polluter pays principle’. Examples of written
instruments include the Acts of Parliament (as in CARA), directives and
Regulations. Enforcement of a policy is described as the ways in which the
instruments are applied and their effects are monitored. These are the two
mstruments directly implemented by DLUSM, the economic instrument being
applied post 1994, and the written instrument being applied since 1983. The time
difference is significant as it indicates a change in government policy.
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Each of these instruments provides a different way of expressing the policy. It
would be fitting to use a combination of instruments in synergy so as to achieve
the goal. The choice of an instrument is important where a “special degree of
expertise or authotity is required to give weight to the expression of policy, and a
certain degree of opposition to the policy from interested parties is anticipated”
(Levitt 1980: 172).

2.2.3 Public policy
The SRU policy is a public policy, which means it is concerned with
government activities, responsibilities and related elements in the ‘public sector’.
Levitt (1980: 13) describes public policies as follows:

“Public polictes occur in connection with governments
responsibiliies in a democratic society such that members of a
society (individuals and groups) explicitly delegate certain powers
and duties to government institutions and expect to be affected
by some of the outcomes of government action”

The objectives of public policy are not easily definable and are often submitted
to revision, “uncertainty is the rule and not the exception” (Kooiman 1993:
255). Government Gazette (1998) lists two objectives of public policy: Firstly,
to inform the public on what govemment’s objectives are and how it intends to
achieve its objectives, and secondly, to inform government agencies and state
organs what their objectives are and to guide them in developing strategies to
achieving those objectives. Obviously a change in government style could mean
minor changes to policies ot total policy reform.

The International Institute for Sustainable Development (2000) states that a
public policy affects decisions made at all levels including those made by

individuals, companies, communities and other governments. The electorate in
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South Africa has consequently invested and delegated their responsibility to
government in anticipation of the delivery of appropriate services that respond to
the needs of the community. However, Levitt (1980) affirms that not all public
sector bodies are involved in public policies. The public sector may also
encompass organizations, parastatals and individuals whose actions are supported
and controlled by government resources, such as parastatals. There was
apparently a lack of consultation with the public during the development of the
SRU policy.

Bonsor & al (1996) argues that there are different perceptions of what
government is and what the public sector does, and describes government as a
‘big business’. The public sector is a powerful social institution, which is
empowered to make authoritative decisions fot a community. All governments
are based on a set of relationships between ciuzens who are members of the
community, and officials who are authorized to act on behalf of the community
through a system of rules and policies. This denotes that there are people in
government who are responsible and accountable for implementing policies and
achieving policy goals. The influence, support and ownership by the public are
key elements of a democratic society.

Tapscott (2000) refers to there being considerable uncertainty over the
responsibilities in the different levels of the administrative echelon (in areas of
concurrent tesponsibility) and this is affecting the capacity of the new
government to deliver social services and to redress the inequalities of the past.
The South African public setvice is experiencing a paradigm shift in its attempt to
govern efficiently and effectively (Ncholo 2000). This emerging paradigm is
marked by, infer alia: the desire to provide high quality services valued by citizens,
increased autonomy from centralized conttol, a shift to performance
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measurement of both individuals and institutions with corresponding reward
structures, the provision of human and technological resources needed to meet
petformance targets, open-mindedness to exploring changes in traditional public
setvice functions and responsibilities. Public servants within the agricultural
sector are expediencing this policy shift, with consequential impacts on
expectations, performance and uncertainty.

The South African government has embarked on several transiional and
transformation phases since 1994, According to Cameron and Tapscott (2000)
the advent of multi-party democracy in April 1994 was followed by 2 process of
transformation, which set the reform of the public sector as one of its goals. It is
further argued that the reforms pursued have been aimed at restructuring the new
state in such a way so as to make it more legitimate and accountable to the
majority of South Africans. This has involved people and public participation
devices.

Bardill (2000) argues that the public service inhented by the new South African
government in 1994 was designed to promote and defend the social and
economic system of apartheid, and was geared to serving the matenial needs of
minority groups. Policies were structured along mechanical lines, with closed
models of public and development administration. The principle features of the
aparthetd bureaucracy included rigid racial and ethnic segregation, a serious lack
of representivity, fragmentation and duplication, corruption and mismanagement
of resources, poor and outdated management practices, a regulatory bureaucratic
culture, lack of accountability and transpatency, pootly paid and demotivated
staff and conflictual labour relations. The SRU policy is not well documented and
publicized, and is further hampered by the above-mentoned features. The SRU

policy is subject to a process of regular changes and review, with few people
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being informed, such that the incidence of poor petformance becomes

inevitable at some stage.

Van Dyk (1999) explains that a dramatic policy overhaul has marked South
African political and social history in the last decade and substantial financial and
human resoutces have been deployed in the process of revising apartheid policies.
Hooper-Box (1999) states that the extremely fluid policy terrain in South Africa
in the eatly 1990’s saw many policy research initatives springing up, and many
organizations taking on research commissioned by government. Van Dyk (1999)
emphasizes that policy-making has been shifting, from generating options, to
implementation, monitoring and evaluation. Resources need to be better aligned
with national policy objectives and there needs to be collaboration between
different disciplines, sectors and organizations. The fitst steps towards efficiency
in terms of policy implementation are cooperation and the sharning of skills and

Iesources.

The relatonship between the national and provincial sphere of government is
applicable to the SRU policy. The SRU policy is implemented by the NDA from
Regional Offices situated within the provinces, whilst the provinces have their
own Provincial Departments of Agriculture. This raises questions on the possible
waste of resources, conflict of interest, top-down approaches and the duplication
of functions. There is scope for the implementation of the inter-governmental

telations framewotk policy in this instance.
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The South African Government consists of three spheres, namely national,
provincial and local government. Prof R. Lawrence® (pets. comm. 2000) listed
three dimensions of coopetation and partnership in governance between the
different spheres, as within each sphere, across the three sphezes, and between
spheres and citizens. Intergovemnmental cooperation generally means greater
integration of functions and establishment of links between public entities so as
to achieve a common goal of sustainable development. The three dimensions
draw attention to a potential diversity in the development of partnerships. Both
national and provincial spheres of government are implementing the SRU policy
concutrenty, so that there is a potental for effecuve cooperation on the one
hand, and competition, conflict or overap on the othet. The role of civil society
in supporting government efforts is imperative.

According to Pelletier ¢ al (1999) cooperation and deliberation among different
stakeholders is considered essential for clarifying individual and collective goals
and potential impacts of altemative policies. Hampton (1999) states that the
principles and practice of participation can setve to promote environmental
equity for disadvantaged social groups. Such methods must provide appropriate
forms of information, suitable venues for participation, and access to expertise
and education, which enable the public to understand the policy issues and
formulate preferences. There is also growing recognition of the importance of
community participation in decision-making at local levels. This will contribute
towards ensuring ownership and responsibility of land users towards the

conservation of natural resources.

2 Prof R. Lawrence is a senior lecturer at the University of Natal, Centre for Government and Policy
(CENGOFO).



21

Tetms such as partnership, capacity and institutional building are frequendy
used in policy literature. Jones and Little (2000) state that partnership processes
are of vital importance because of the central role they play in the emergent
culture of governance, which is now receiving a great deal of theoretical attention.
According to Gannon in Herbert-Cheshire (2000) capacity building is essential
for empowerng people by encouraging them to be open to new adtitudes, to
change and to be motivated,

2.2.4 Policy problems
With this background, the reseatcher feels that it is necessaty to ctiticize a policy
and make judgments on its effectiveness and success, because one can pose the
question as to why policies are designed in the first place? Obviously policies are
designed for action and implementation. It is logical then to measure the
performance of a policy in terms of its effectiveness. Within the context of the
public service, this is rather difficult to accomplish due to the pre-determined line
functions and communication channels. The solution to environmental problems
is largely a collective one, and involves the process of communication (Connelly
and Smith 1999). There are a few cases of such policy problems, which occur in
practice. Government departments frequently implement poverty reduction
programmes in isolation, and in an uncoordinated and fragmented way (Rapholo
1999). In the example of the Reconstruction and Development Programme, it is
recorded that each agency seemed to have its own vision of poverty-related
issues. It was therefore difficult to integrate the different sets of prionties into a

cohesive programme.

In contrast, the National Forestry Action Plan (1997) is probably one of the most
successful policies. This may be attributed to the existence of mechanisms for
effectuve policy delivery, clear communication, and relating policy to what is
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happening on the ground. Other policy implementation problems are associated
with a lack of skills, management and capacity. Anim (1997) identified three key
policy implementation challenges facing land reform policy measures: firstly,
linited skills, including the lack of delivery capacity due to insufficient personnel
and inappropriate skills, secondly the lack of co-ordination across sectors and at
different levels, and finally, the weak organization existing capacity at rural local
government level. Mokgoro (2000} informs us that the absence of policy analysis
skills and practice are major impediments to the implementation of policies. An
improvement in policy analysis skills i1s essential if the NDA is to improve its
performance. However, the problems of implementation cannot be ascribed to
poor management by provincial governments because national policies, issued as
directives are often imposed upon provinces, without regard to their specific

circumstances.

2.2.5 Planning
In the previous section, it was stated that measuring the performance of a policy

in the public sector is difficult due to line-functions and communication channels.
In order to implement a policy there should be a certain degree of planning
involved. It 1s suggested that planning tends to follow a rational decision-making
approach in the public service. According to Gonzalez (1997) rational decision-
making can be applied in the public setvice.

Rational decision-making can encompass decision steps for a bureaucrat: Firstly a
decision maker is confronted with a given problem that can be separated from
other problems or at least be considered meaningful in comparison with them.
The goals, values, or objectives that guide the decision-maker are clarified and
ranked according to their importance. The various choices for dealing with the
problem are then examined. Finally the decision maker chooses the method for
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dealing with the problem and the consequences that maximize the attainment of
his or her goals, values or objectives.

The purpose of thorough planning in the policy-making process cannot be
overemphasized, together with the resultant implications, which are only
expetienced during the implementation of the policy. Details of policies relating
to the substance of the SRU policy, is discussed in the following section.

2.2.6 Policies related to sustainable resource use
The New Constitution of South Africa (1996), states that Agriculture is
considered a functional area of concurrent national and provincial legislauve
competence. The New Constitution of South Africa (Act 108 of 1996) is not
clear and specific as to whose responsibility (which department) it is to formulate
the policy on sustainable resource use and implement it (TUCN, 1999). Schedule
4 and 5 of this Act supulate which functions are deemed the responsibility of
national, provincial and local levels of government, and which ate concutrent

funcdons.

Since 1994, the practice and norm has been that the national govemment
establishes the norms, policies, standards, and frameworks between government
departments and across all levels of government. CARA is concerned with the
conservation of natural agricultural resources, and is therefore a concurrent
responsibility of the National and Provincial Departments of Agriculture.

De Haan (2000) states that natural resources inevitably occupy an important place
in the sustainable livelihood debate. In communities there is fear of
environmental degradation and attention is drawn to the need for sustainable
prosperity; in other words it has become an article of faith to try to prevent the
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depletion of natural resources while striving to decrease poverty. Large
populations concentrating mainly in rural areas, face food insecurity and poverty,
which is intensified by adverse weather conditions and drought, impacting
negatively on farm-level food production. It is worth noting that, in the realm of
development policies and practices, many views ate expressed about poverty but
the views of the poor themselves are rarely heard (Rapholo 1999). Cameron and
Tapscott (2000) argue that since poverty is widespread in rural communities,
government departments must develop the capacity to respond to this challenge.
Poverty is not restricted to South Africa and Africa as Korten (1991) states, that
in 1990 the wotld population expedencing poverty reached 1000 to 1200 million
people.

Poverty eradication, natural resources management, achieving food security, and
sustainable development are often pursued on separate parallel tracks at a time
when the world requires their fullest integration. The best way in which progress
could be made here would be to merge the Rio Conference and the Social
Summit agendas and plans of actions (Wijkman 1999). Gannon in Herbert-
Cheshire (2000) states that efficiency, effectiveness and competitiveness are
imperatives for agricultural development, and this involves the adoption of
improved production practices, up-to-date management and marketing
technology, entrepreneunal practices that provide for flexibility and creativity in
the diversification of the economic base.

van Rooyen (2000) motvates for food secutity policies that give more attention
to the availability of food at macro-level, access to income, improved production
capacity to acquire food at a household level, and the utilization of nuttitious
food by individuals. When formulating an agricultural policy for poverty stricken
rural areas it is cutical that policy makers inciude incentives. Furthermore, there
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appears to be increasing recognition that major environmental impacts result
from agricultural activities, and more importanty the design of agricultural policy
can affect the environment. The SRU policy could be better formulated and
aligned to achieving food security. The SRU policy deals with agricultural natural
resources, thus natural resource management within protected areas for the
purposes of conserving biodiversity and/or hatvesting natural resources, would
requite a separate intetvention.
Much is known already about policy and programme design for food security and
even about policy framewotks for environmental protection, however, little is
known about the appropriate mix of policies, institutions and technologies that
can help to achieve water security (Barker e 4/ 2000). The growing scarcity of
watet is 2 major threat to food production. An increasing number of the rural
poot are coming to see entitlement and access to water for food production and
for domestic purposes as a more critical problem than access to primary health
care and education. In this environment, a comprehensive strategy is needed to
improve the productivity of water in both irrigated and rain-fed agriculture, and
to ensure access to water by vulnerable groups in society. The typical urban
household uses water for drnking and sanitation, whilst the rural households use
water for a wider range of purposes. The quantity of water is sometimes more
important than the quality in terms of its impact on human health. Declining
water quality could promote the occurtence of diseases, for example cholera,
diarthoea and bitharzias.

The geographical and cultural contexts of rural areas are extremely diverse and
therefore specific approaches are needed (ADE 2000). Rural populations live in
extremely unstable environments. Rural policies therefore have to be flexible and
constantly armed with recent and accurate information. The rural sector is facing
new challenges and increasing threats, such as AIDs, nawural resource depletion
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and degradation, water scarcity and breakdown of social organizations. Thus,
teaching the rural poor requires more sharply focused and tegularly updated
policies. Schnutr and Holtz (1998: 4) states “whethet integration is used as a tool
for analysis or as a way of guiding a process, one way of confronting the problem
of complexity is to define the different levels at which integration should take
place, local regional, national”. Policy integration requires coordination and
collaboration in designing, planning, and implementing, to establish clear
objectives and divisions of responsibility — more advanced degrees of integration
requite more sophisticated forms of communication, decision-making, and
organizational behaviour. Cadey (1996) refers to the term ‘policy management
system’ which implies considerably more than a government bureaucracy acting
in isolation. It is 2 strategic and participative process in which a core management
group develops an institutional framework linking national, regional and local
incentives, as well as government departments, prvate and research sectors and

community-level organizations.

Rural people and rural women in particulaz, bear the largest burden of poverty in
South Africa and if we can change the inequalities and inefficiencies of the past,
rural areas can become productive and sustainable (Crwys-Williams 1997).
Everatt (2000: 1} states “the prosaic insistence that only people within certain age
limits can manage national and provincial youth policy and programme design
and implementation, has faied to deliver substantive improvements.” Foley
(2000) argues that any youth development progtamme should be aware of and
respond to the economic, educational, psychological and social needs of young
people; to focus on only one aspect of young people’s lives and ignore others,
may be fatal to the programme. Jennings (2000) rightly claims that the scale of the
need among youth is too great for the government to meet. In addition a youth
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policy must find new resources and interventions for the really needy groups
and individuals likely to slip through the existing policy net.

According to Koppen (2000), rural sociology stimulated an interest in
construction of rurality. Further exploration of the entanglement of nature and
culture and the soctal construction of environmental problems is seen as 2
promising agenda for environmental sociology. In this view, nature is perceived
as 2 means of production, one of the goods for consumption, and a pre-condition
for human health. Herweg ¢f 2l (1998) argues that the wealth of indigenous
resource conservation practices available mdicates that land degradation is not
always caused by lack of knowledge. Often the reasons could be that political,
social and economic factors limit the choice of options to manage land resources

in a sustainable manner.

2.2.7 Community-Based Natural Resource Management and LandCare
Community-Based Natural Resource Management (CBNRM) is a common
approach to natural resource management, particulatly for communal ateas. In
explaining 2 CBNRM policy, Sims and Thomas (1998) list three incentives for
communities to conserve land: firstly, security of land tenure, secondly,
productive land conservation techniques and people’s participation and lastly,
charges and sanctions.

CBNRM is an approach, not a programme ot ptoject. It consists of a set of
principles forming a policy framework. The principles have indicators and can be
assessed according to respective criteria of good practice (Wijkman 1999).
CBNRM is therefore larger than the concept of protected areas management.
CBNRM calls for co-management arrangements that require clear definitions of
the roles and responsibilities of local institutions. The establishment of effective
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local forums, committees, and teams is considered a milestone in achieving
CBNRM. The approach is essentially community-driven, with the institutions
promoting improved decision-making, and platforms for advanced
communication, and information shaning. The uniqueness of each situation and
context is accommodated within the scope of CBNRM. This framework
empowers communities to develop their own monitodng and evaluation
mechanisms and encoutages them to generate local practical solutions for
everyday issues,

The common feature in CBNRM is that the implementation is geared towards
improving the sustainability of participatory management. They also adhete to the
five principles elaborated by Murphree (1993), which are generally acknowledged
as outlining the ‘optimum conditions’ for resource management under communal

propesty.

The principles of CBNRM are summarized from the literature as:
Land ownership/legally binding land rights,

Local rights to accessing natural resources and benefits,
Local empowerment and decision-making,

Partnerships between local people and role-players,
Equuty, shaning and resource allocation considerations, and

dR g gw g g S

Sustainable management of natural resources.

An analysis of CBNRM in the literature relate to one/more of the following:
£ Community institudons/structures (informal, formal, traditional
leadership and legal formations)

& Partnerships (private sector, NGO, government and community
involvement) and conflicts management

£ Benefits and the sharing of benefits



& Sustainable livelihoods (realized benefits, time factor, SMMEs and
dependency on grants, and monitoring)

The teview of sustainable resource use and CBNRM literatute reveals that there
are policy gaps m South Africa, and progress in implemenung CBNRM
programmes and projects is a slow process. Land tenure issues and rghts, as well
as the allocation and shating of resources remain contemporary challenges in
practice. Most of the literature consulted indicated the context of social
complexities and dynamics in rural areas. However, CBNRM is perceived as
being flexible, realistic, and adaptable to the unique context and needs of the
community. The role of external agencies such as NGOs and government has
tended to be facilitative in style and approach. Furthermore, the literature
descrbes best practices of CBNRM in other underdeveloped Afncan countries,
such as Zambia, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe ~ which did not exist to the same
extent in South Africa. Several programmes coordinated by government and/or
NGOs include and endorse the prnciples of CBNRM. The NLP is one such
programme, drawing from the CBNRM principles. There is evidence of CBNRM
principles in the NLP.
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The unique factors influencing the SRU policy process were identified in
CBNRM as (a) natural and human resources, (b} management systems and
practice, and (c) components and effects. These are derived from the NLP and
the CARA, ie. policy instruments. The soil, climate, water, air, plant, and animal
resources are available in varying degrees of quality and quantity at the local level.
Information on human cultural and economic issues is also documented. It
contains resource descriptions and interpretations that can be used to make
decisions about use and management of the land. Resource characteristics that
limit or affect land use and management are identifted, and the natural resources
ate rated according to limitations, capability and their potential.

Management systems are applied to prevent or treat problems associated with
soil, watet, air, plant and animal resources. Management systems have some
bearing on agricultural and envitonmentally focused activities. Economic, social,
or cultural constraints limit and influence the development of resources.
Management systems are integrated with practices and their components, Quality
criteria represent the level of resource protecdon that must be achieved in order
to meet the requirements for systems aiming at sustainable resource use. Planning
assistance provided to resource users will be directed towards achieving the
quality cnteria established for each of the resources and their considerations.

There are pracuces, followed by practice standards and specifications. The
practice standards establish the minimutm level of acceptable quality for planning,
designing, installing, operating and maintaining good practices. The quality of the
resources soil, water, air, plants and animals are determined by natural events.
Human activities influence the quality and nature of these resources. The systems
imposed by human activity can have a positive or negative effect on the quality of
the natural resources. Management systems should be designed and managed to
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promote those effects that, within our present state of knowledge, will
contribute to the sustainability of the resources. The implementation of the SRU
policy will be influenced by human cultural values and is integrally related to a
variety of scientific disciplines such as soil, biology, forestry, engineering,
economic and soctal science. These SRU policy factors are part of the policy
system and should enable the policy process to convert inputs into outputs, with

an intended impact on the environment.

It can be argued that these are instruments of the CBNRM policy, which is
aligned to the NLP in the SRU policy. Rights to, and ownership of, natural
resources ate of central importance to communities and their ability to deave
sustainable livelihoods from natural resources (IUCN 1999). Land tenure security
also strengthens participation and commitment to the management of natural
tesoutces. Key elements of CBNRM policies should therefore include legal
institutional frameworks, access to resources, benefit sharing, conflict resolution,
partnerships, capacity building and enterprise development. Community-based
Sustainable development involves approaches, which integrate the above-
mentioned key elements (Wijkman 1999). Useful literature on managing
sustainable development for communities is available (Fitzgerald & &/ 1995).
CBNRM is one of many approaches to natural resource management in
communal areas. According to Venema and van den Breemer (1999) top down,
participatory comparative contributions and contractual approaches have

emerged duting the previous decade.

The NLP was developed in Australia using the CBNRM approach and adopted
by the South African government (NDA) in 1998. The NLP is guided by key
CBNRM elements. The objectives of the Australian LandCare Programme are to
assist in enhancing the long-term productivity of natural resources, to promote a
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community, industry and governmental partnership in the management of
natural resoutces, to assist in establishing institutional arrangements that support
policies, programmes and practices that will encourage the sustainable use of
natural resoutces, to assist in developing approaches to help solve conflicts over
access to natural resources, and lastly to assist in raising the natural resource and
business management skills of land users (Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry 2000).

LandCare is a government-supported programme that advocates the CBNRM
approach and promotes sustainable land management. This approach taken by
LandCare involves a process of community participation, focusing on
agricultural resources conservation through encouragement and support of
sustainable land use practices and awareness of conservation ethics. South
Africa’s NLP is being built through a range of educational opportunities and
community based monitoring of local resources. This programme is essentially
a grass-roots programme, which is supported by both the public and the private

sector in a series of partnerships.

The NLP offers practical assistance for land conservation and restoration
activities, which have been identified, implemented and monitored primarily by
the farming sector. The mission of LandCare is to bring about sustainable land
use and encourage the adoption of agricultural and livestock production
systems that are economically viable, and serve as protection for the biophysical

environment.

The NLP was established in South Africa because communities, individuals and
the government accepted the need for changing the way land and water
resources ate managed and utilised, in such a way that the long-tetm potentials
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are sustained and optimised. Since the origins of modern Agriculture, poor
farming practices have led to land degradadon, for example: Soil erosion,
overgrazing, wetland and watercourse destruction and bush encroachment.
These land degradation problems have been, to some extent, a cost to achieving
a highly productive agricultural sector. They are also due to inadequate
information being available to land-users, especially the consequences of their
land management decisions and also the off-site effects of some land-users’

actions on others.

Continued detetioration of out land resoutce base is likely to result in further
costs to South Africa, in the loss of economic production, loss of ecological
processes, loss of biological diversity, declining economic opportunittes in rural
communities, and the degradation of other related resources such as freshwater.
These costs may impose a burden on future generations and restrict their

capacity to choose how their land and related resources are utilised.

The need to adopt more improved land management practices is now widely
recognized. Sustainable land management practices, which can reduce the rate of
land degradation in South Affica, already exist. The challenge is to increase the
adoption of these practices by land-users, while exploring motre effective,
efficient, and equitable ways for ensuring an economically and ecologically
sustainable future for our agricultural sector.

South Africa’s NLP plans to build on previous experiences locally and in
Australia, and set up a national approach that will increase public awareness and
assist those people involved in LandCare to work towards sustainable land use.
LandCare in South Africa consists of the national government, provincial/local

governments, NGOs, private sector and the communities.



LandCare in South Africa seeks to establish a climate that will favour the
development of realistic, trans-disciplinary solutions by those who face
particular problems. This will require policies and programmes that encourage
desirable actions and discourage undesirable actions, through the balanced use

of incentives, standards and penaldes,

In summary, the CBNRM principles included in the NLP are:

Q@ Integrating economic and environmental goals in policies and activities;

@ Emphasis on transdisciplinary approaches and socio-economic development;
@ Sustaining agricultural production over the long tetm;

@ Providing fot equity within and between generations;

@ Dealing cautiously with tisk and irreversibility; and

@ Recognizing the global dimension of action.

These principles are best applied to practical land management situations, where
the management objective is to meet the needs of society over the longer term,
rather than simply to reap maximum short-term benefits. Sustainable land use is
most likely to be achieved through profitable operations that enable individual
land-users to capture the benefits and bear the costs of their decisions.

Individuals and local communities have been managing their natural resources for
decades. The success of future LandCare plans will depend on continwing this
active people-land relationship. The community’s ability to take environmental
action, participate in decision making about local problems and to put them in a
regional, provincial, or national context is a comerstone for govemments
changing social and economic systemns. This approach will bring us closer to
achieving sustainable land use. Didiza (2000) maintains that the LandCare
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programme thus remains a flagship programme for the Ministry for Agriculture
and Land Affairs. The aim for this programme is to have communities and

individuals adopt an ecologically sustainable approach to the management of
South Africa’s environment and natural resources, while improving their
livelihoods.

However, the NLP has recently been criticized in a published article (TUCN
1999). Unless LandCare can build on resources at local levels it will experience
failure in the long-term. Any approach to poverty and its eradication must
address the causes of poverty. Poverty relief funds intended to facilitate the
creation of employment opportunities funds the NLP. This poverty alleviation
focus of LandCare appears to be leading the programme into a direction, which
may work against the goals of the SRU policy. However, the success of the NLP
is the fact that it is politically driven.

There are success stories of CBNRM in practice. Murphre in IUCN (1999)
outlines a few principles, which are widely acknowledged as capturing the
‘optimum conditions’ for resource management under communal property
regimes. Effectve management of natural resources is achieved by giving the
natural resource a focused value. There must be a positive correlation between
the quality of management and the magnimde of benefit.

The unit of proprietorship (i.e. who decides) should be the unit of production,
management, and benefit. Furthermore, the units of proprietorship should be as
small as practicable, within ecological and socio-political constraints. These
principles were also supported in the Canadian natural resource policy (Hessing
and Howlett 1997),
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According to Grimes (2000) there is an increasing awareness on the need to
focus on the social dimension in CBNRM, as scepticism grows about wasted
resources, pootrly thought out projects and false expectations. However,
contemporary strategies for rural development in Australia are based on notions
of self-help and bottom-up, community-based initiatives, which are said to
‘empower’ the individual in contrast to the imposing structures of government
intervention (Herbert-Cheshire 2000). While the empowering effects of self-help
are frequently cited as its greatest virtue, it is not so much control as the added
burden of responsibility that is being devolved to local people. CBNRM is a
common approach to natural resource management in communal areas. The
incentives for communities to conserve land, namely, security of land tenure,
productive land conservation techniques, and people’s participation are hence
valid.

72.3 SUMMARY
Chapter 2 has explored the advancement from theoretical perspectives of policy
science, to its practical application in communal natural resource management.
This theoretical background was limited to the application in the case study. It
was therefore unnecessary to explore further application to commercial farmers,
as a different approach would be followed here. The links between policy
science and CBNRM emerged within this chapter. However in practice,
collaboration between policy scientists and natural scientists is seldom
obsetved. The significance of this study is twofold. Firstly, the financial burdens
of ineffective policies are unacceptable to our society. Secondly, policies are
designed to provide a framework for solving real problems. Levitt (1980: 14)
states: “it is widely held that the value and effectiveness of public policies
should be more thoroughly assessed, with a view to identifying successes and
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failures, areas meriting more or less attention, and setting priorities for future

concern.”

It is necessary to cnticize a policy and make judgments on its effectiveness and
success. It is logical then to measure the performance of a policy. Within the
context of the public service, this is rather difficult to accomplish due to pre-
determined line functions and communication channels. Self (1972) explicitly
explains that the research problem of implementation is due to shortages of
resources and skills, pressutes for measures, and also the unwillingness to
comply with legislation. There is tension between the demands for more
participation and more rational decision-making, on the one hand, and a greater

effectiveness on the other. The pressures tend to pull strongly in opposite ways.



37

Chapter 3

STUDY SITE

3.1LOCATION
The study site is located on the 2000ha property described in legal documents as
Groot Hoek 1000, and commonly known by local citizens as Enkumane. The
study site surrounds the Enkumane Mission, which is approximately 33km from
Richmond by road in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. The exact location of the
centre of Enkumane is 300 03y 300 South, and 300 23y 00c East (3030AB

Nhlavini). A map showing the location of the study site is shown below.

to Pietermaritzburg L Memrn T

Enkumane /’ N
. Cartographic Lab ¢ y of Natal, Pretetmacizburg, 2000

to Ixopo

Figure 3: The location of Enkumane in relation to KwaZulu-Natal.
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3.2 BIOPHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
The Mkomazi Valley receives a mean annual rainfall of 800mm to 1160mm, and
occasional droughts are a climatic hazard (Camp 1997). Mean annual
temperatures are approximately 17.9 °c and light frost is recorded during winter.
The Mkomazi River dissects Enkumane from North to South across a valley. The
topography resembles a valley with undulating to steep slopes on sides, foot
slopes, crest and ridges, ranging from 251 to 813 m above-sea-level. Table

Mountain sandstone is dominant rock type, and soils are sandy, acid and leached.

Plate 1: First impressions of the Enkumane community.

Several non-perennial streams and the Ka-Nompofana Stream snake into the
Mkomazi River. The water supply for human consumption is inadequate because
whete it is easily accessible the water dries up during winter. There is occasional
flooding from the Mkomazi River, which splits and isolates a portion of the

community. In addition, due to the topography, households are largely located on
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crest areas where there is a shortage of water. A borehole situated below the
Enkumane Reformed Mission (ERM), is not operational. Streams supply water
for drinking and domestic purposes. Moist indigenous forest of high biodiversity

significance is characteristic of south facing slopes in the Mkomazi valley.

The crest zone is dominated by grassland where bedrock is dominant in places. In
terms of vegetation physiognomy, south-facing slopes can be clearly defined as
consisting of a closed forest canopy, varying in height from 4 to 20m. Ground
cover is dominated by shade tolerant species such as herbs, ferns and shrubs.
Between pockets of forest, and on northern slopes, lie areas of bush and open
woodland. Grassland occurs in patches or dominating on crest areas, scattered

with the occasional tree (see Plate 2 below).

Plate 2: A small segment of the Enkumane community.
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Plate 2 shows an isolated area of the Mkomazi Valley on the opposite side of the
Mkomazi River, surtounded by pockets of indigenous forest and cliffs. It was
useful to classify the dominant biophysical environment according to the relevant
Biotesource unit. Vegetation is classified under the Bioresource group 3 (BRG 3):
Moist Coast Hinterdand (Camp 1997). According to Acocks (1975) BRG 3 is
referred to as veld type 5: Ngongoni veld. 40% of BRG 3 constitutes arable land,
whilst 25% is of high potential (Camp 1997). According to Camp (1997), BRG 3
incotporates 475 698 hectares of KwaZulu-Natal, of which 9.54% consists of
grassland. The average veld condition is 62% of the benchmark.

BRG 3 is dominated by secondary grassland of unpalatable Ngongont grass
(Aristida junciformes). Other grasses identfied included: Eraggrostis racemosa (Narrow
Heart Love Grass), Heteropogon contortus (Spear Grass), Themeda triandra (Rooigtas),
Allopteris  semninlata (Black-seed Grass), Cymbopogon excavarns (Broad-leaved
Tutpentine Grass), Mirochloa caffra (Pincushion Grass), Monogmbium cerestiforme
(Boat Grass), and Setari spp. (Btistle Grass). The following common indigenous
trees were identified in the study site: Acacda sieberana (Paperbark Thorm), Halleria
bucida (Tree Fuchsia), Harpepbyllum caffrum (Wild Plum), Rapena melanophlocos (Cape
Beech), Syzigium cordarum (Umdoni), Xymaios monospora (Lemonwood), Heteropyscis
natalensis (Lavender Tree), Cussomia spicata (Common Cabbage Tree), Combretum
krausii (Forest Bushwillow), and Apedytes dimidiata (White Peat). Alien plants
include: Lantana camara (Tick Berry), Chromolaena odorata (Triffid Weed) and Rubus
cuneifolia (Bramble). Lantana camara (Tick Berry) is planted as hedges outside many
households.

Agrculture, within Enkumane is mostly subsistence and communal, except for a
commercial faomland adjacent to the study site. Households cultivate maize and
vegetables on a small-scale. The importation of organic material or composting
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was not observed neither were the basic soil conservation principles of
contouring/water runoff control, water-harvesting techniques, soil stabilization,
and crop rotation. Several unproductive food gardens provide for the communal
establishment. There have been attempts to plant cotton in past years.
Surrounding land is planted with sugarcane (individual owners) and timber
(company owned). The number of livestock (Nguni cattle) is not as high as one
would expect of a rural area, possibly due to the limited grazing capacity of the
land. Fires occur frequently during the dry winter months. In the nine months of
working at Enkumane, the researcher noted two extensive fires on the open
slopes. From the above, it is clear that an abundance of natural resources occur in
Enkumane. Rural people value the natural resources, and readily make use of
plants as a source of firewood, timber, natural medicine, food, shade, and fodder
for domestic animals (see plate 3). Camp (1997) states that the great variation in
natural resources in turn leads to varations in the types of farming that can occur

with corresponding levels of production.

Plate 3: The beauty of the natural environment at Enkumane.
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Traditional homesteads are dotted between pockets of indigenous forest. Mr. T.
Shange (Leader of Masibambaneni Youth Club) is standing at the centre of the
photograph in Plate 3, next to one of his father’s Nguni bulls. The precipitous
terrain limits natural resource use and farming practices. On the other hand, alien
plants such as Lantana camara and Chromolaena odorata (Tuffid Weed) are invading
the land, soil erosion and trampling are evident in frequently travelied paths,
communal gardens are deteriorating, there is a lack of water, as well as a shortage

of firewood and construction matenial, while watercourses and wetlands are

degrading.

3.3 SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT
Based on the number of active homesteads, it was estimated that approximately
1200 people ate residing in Enkumane. The residential population consists mainly
of women and children. Most of the men live and work outside the rural area and
return home on occasions. Men are traditionally involved in household decision-
making. Women remain at home with their children and are relatively powetless,
especially when their husbands are away. According to Mr. T. Shange® (pers.
comm. 2000a), young people are migrating at an alarming rate from Enkumane to
urban areas to find employment. Enkumane represents an area that has been
excluded and forgotten in terms of public services. This does not mean the area
alone, but also the vulnerable groups in the community, the women and youth,

who suffer the most.

A topographical perspective of Enkumane indicates the terrain and land use
patterns of surrounding land. Village infrastructure is limited by the means of the
community. The government has not played an active role in terms of

intervention and service delivery. Traditional homesteads, which dot the

3 Mr. T. Shange is the leader of the Masibambaneni Youth Club in Enkumane.
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Enkumane community, are widely spaced. Two Spaza shops are available, but
most people tend to travel to Richmond for trading. A tertiary road lnks
Enkumane with the outside world. The Department of Transport has
occasionally assisted the community with road repair and construction. However,
the material used on the road sutfaces was of poor quality, and comprised of
easily erodible material. This has undoubtedly increased maintenance costs, which
is uneconomical and unsustainable. Transport is restricted to community-
arranged agreements with a private bus company, which runs two trips to
Enkumane each day. In addition, individuals from the community operate taxi

services. The transport system is inadequate.

There is no electricity, telecommunication or tap water (with the exception of
Enkumane Reformed Mission). The Enkumane Reformed Mission (ERM) is an
important resource to the community. Mosdy women attend church serviceson a
regular basis within and outside the Misston. A Catholic Mission is situated about
2 km from the ERM. At times, the ERM remains the only contact with the
outside world, in emergency sitnations. A semi-private clinic is situated at the
ERM. There ate no recreational facilities.

A prmary (Mqolombeni) and secondary (Inkumane) school are centrally sttuated
within the Enkumane community. The condition of school buildings and
grounds is poor and inadequate. Windows are absent or broken and the
Secondary school is without a fence and roof over one of its buildings. Students
learn under candlelight as schools and homes are without electricity. Many
students walk long distances to schools.

There is a shortage of educational resoutces, such as books and teaching mategial.
No library facilities are available. Some teachers are under-qualified and the
number of teachers inadequate. Teachers intoxicated with alcohol have been
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Unemployment is high in Enkumane due to its isolation, distance from local
markets, poor infrastructure, few roads, and difficult access. There are no roads in
the study site. The provision of farm labour and taxi dtiving has been identified
as the most important local employment opportunities. Industries in Durban and
Pietermaritzburg provide most of the permanent employment opportunities
outside the area. Most families rely on a monthly pension grant, child grant, and
other social welfare grants, which at the time of research was a little more than
R500. Trading is the most important activity for local earnings. Sewing adds value
to the trading business. The top two expenditure categories are food and
education. Clothing, health, transport and bunal societes follow the above.
Burglaries and theft have been reported. Dunng the study an old woman was
robbed of her pension and struck with a panga. Faction fights have occurred in
the area. People liase firstly, with the Nkosi or Induna and then with the police on

34 POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT

The South African government purchased Groot Hoek in the early 1970s for the
purposes of relocating people from the surrounding fertile land to make way for
commercial farming, and to provide farm labour (Harley and Fotherngham
1999). At least 20 homesteads have been abandoned and burnt down, due to
faction fights in recent times, between the Inkatha Freedom Part, the African
National Congress, and the United Democratic Movement. However, it appears
that the situation has returned to calm and most of the families had moved back
into Enkumane (see Plate 4 overleaf).
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Plate 4: The spectacular landscape of the Mkomazi valley

The view shown in plate 4 is from a strategic point below the Enkumane
Reformed Mission. Residents are determined to develop this rural area. Despite
the violence in recent years, community members expressed interest in the
potential and opportunity for the development of eco-tourism initiatives. In the
past, communities have experienced mostly reactive government involvement in
the provision of services to Enkumane. During the study, the following
government agencies were most actively involved: the Department of Labour, the
National and Provincial Departments of Agriculture, the Department of Health

and the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry.

Enkumane falls within the Vumakwenza Tribal Authority together with adjacent
communities. The Inkosi or Chief (Mr. M. Mkhize) represents the Tribal

Authority. An Induna (Mr. F. Mkhize) is resident in the Enkumane community.
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Councils, namely the Ugu, Ndlovu and Illembe Regional Councils. The
community supports traditional leaders, although there remains tension between
democratic structures and the traditional system of inherited powers. The key
issue here is appears to be struggles with participation and formal representation
in a rural local government. However the significant factor is that vulnerable
groups such as women, youth, and the disabled are not well represented in
leadership structures. The traditionally authorities control the allocation of land in
communal areas and play an important role in the handling of conflicts and
maintaining discipline. Land tenure security for individuals is thus uncertain.

Table 1 summarizes the land use and land tenure arrangements in Enkumane.

Table 1: Land use and land tenure arrangements in Enkumane

Average Ownership Land use rights

Land use % area per Legend

Area | household § g g g g E g

S |3 3 Z

Cropland 5% 0.3ha A Ak
Grazing land | 35% | Communal ¥ xok #**Focus
Indigenous 50% | Communal * * ** Most important
Other 10% | Communal * * * Less important
Total 100% | 2000ha

ACAT, the Association for Christian Agricultural Training is a non-governmental
organization, which has supported community-based projects in Enkumane.
These projects range from toilet construction, candle making and sewing clubs,
and it appeared that these projects are not sustainable. Clubs and associations
occur, for example the Masibambaneni Youth Club, the Isciathamiya (peaceful)
young men’s singing group, the Powerline gospel group and the Jjax football
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club. The Department of Education, the Department of Health, the Department
of Agriculture {provincial), the Vumakwenza Tribal Authority, the General dealer,
the Department of Transport, and the Illembe Regional Council (Crafts) were
organizations frequently mentioned by respondents.

3.5 SUMMARY

Chapter 3 highlighted the significant features of the Mkomazi Valley. Small-scale
farming practices associated with the use and management of natural resources
indicates a certain status. The outcome of the sustainable resource use policy is an
enhanced status, better agricultural practices, promoting greater productivity,
food security, and a better quality of life for all. Natural resources should be used
optimally to benefit the community. This may take into account the exploitation
of natural resources, reasonable imposed limits and appropriate management to
ensure continuity. Examples of such agricultural practices may include the
establishment of resource management institutions such as forums and
cooperatives, a controlled grazing plan, the use of water harvesting techniques,
soil reclamation, and re-vegetation of exposed land. Tenure security is a
significant issue if local people are to be held responsible for sustainable natural
resource management in accordance with he CARA. Chapter 4 concentrates on
the methods employed in this study.
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Chapter 4

METHODS

41 INTRODUCTION

A review of the relevant theories and models establishes the building blocks for
the choice of methods. Theory provides a means for the identificaion of
emerging facts, as well as for understanding and exploring associated concepts.
The theory-laden facts derive from the impossibility of divorcing the research
process from the theoretical perspectives within which it occurs. In additon,
“being sensitive to theory-laden facts, keeps us open to, and dependant on a
continuing dialogue between data and its assumptions” (Britt 1997: 13). The
formulation of a hypothesis should be focused on the gaps in contemporary
research and the different perspectives that exist.

A single perspective of a complex problem, such as those frequently
encountered in the policy context, is insufficient. According to Fernandes and
Fisher-Vanden (1999) policy issues have most of the charactenstics of complex
and poorly structured problems. This is illustrated in Figure 4. A challenge to
this wisdom and conventional thinking is to bring together people and their
knowledge, from different angles surrounding the complex problems.
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Personal perspectives (Researcher)

.
/#\

Community perspectives Theoretical perspectives
(Beneficianies) (Policy and Natural sciences)
Government perspectives

{Policy-makers, Planners and Implementers)

Figure 4: Multiple perspectives of a common issue.

4.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIOLOGY

It appears from Chapter 3 that this study contubutes towards the discipline of
Environmental Sociology. This means that it is a study of how society attempts to
deal with the environment. It is assumed that policy is a mechanism, which may
be used by politicians or policy-makers to control the way in which society deals
with the environment, relating to its management and use. A policy in itself is one
of these mechanisms by which society deals with the environment. Developing
sound envitonmental policies requires a careful blending of science and policy
skills (Bonsot ¢f a{ 1996).

The study is thus interdisciplinary. For a broad undesstanding of societal, policy
and environmental dimensions, it would therefore be appropriate that we
integrate both the sctentific and social method, as well as the different disciplines
culminating in this study. Beck in Van Koppen (2000) emphasizes the tension

between an increasing need for scientific explanation of environmental problems
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and an increasing awareness of the lunitations of Science in fulfilling this role.
Katrlqvist (1999) provides evidence for this that the scientific method is
characterized by an approach to understand the whole of something by
examining its parts, however, there is a price to be paid for fragmentation and
specialization; the parts can no longer be put together easily. By utilizing
interdisciplinary methods the conventional split between the scientific and social
method is avoided. Table 2 below clarifies what the author petceives to be the
difference between a scientific and social method.

Table 2: Clarification of the scientific and social method.

Seiuntsfc Wethod & Systematic and logical
€ Replicable and reductive
ﬁ £ Transmittable :g
Shcial Miodhod € Building on perceptual knowledge 3
€ Constructivist
£ Human element |

A mode of interdisciplinary research, is the unification of knowledge, the cnitical
step is to find the ‘mapping’ which demonstrates that two things are different
manifestations of the same underlying stucture (Karlgvist 1999). If such a
relation can be established, the oniginal theories can then be subsumed under a
new theory and new methods may be developed. A combination of both the
scientific and social method was selected for this study or combination method.
This means that knowledge generation builds up from both community
perceptions, and from breaking down the policy into its components.
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Brewer and Lovgren (1999) explain the significance of interdisciplinary research
as generally referring to the appropriate combination of knowledge from many
different specialities, especially as a means to shed light of the actual problem.
The combination of disciplines adds greater value such that the total is more
interesting than the sum of the individual contributions or parts. According to
Brewer and Lovgren (1999), interdisciplinary work has attained much prominence
in recent years, especially as many realistic problems have proven unyielding to
ordinary discipline-based approaches; this situation occurs routinely in efforts to
define, analyse, and come to terms with the many complex challenges presented
by environmental problems.

4.3 KEY APPROACHES
According to Pelletier, ¢/ al (1999) policy analysis has gained increasing attention
in recent years because of its potential to improve the knowledge base for policy
design (substantive benefits), increase the likelihood of stakeholder compliance
and supportt (instrumental benefits), and strengthen the democratic legitimacy of
public policies (normative benefits). The ‘problem’ focus of the policy approach
meant that, until the 1970s policy analysis was primanly concerned with the ‘front
end’ of the policy process (Parsons 1995). To explore the vatety of approaches
applicable to the policy analysis, and with regard to implementation is beyond the
scope of this research. A literature survey was cartied out using a wide range of

documented research and other relevant and recent soutces.

Parsons (1995) dissects the analysis of policy delivery into four categories.
Implementation analysis refers to the approaches of how a policy is put into
action. A delivery system approach looks at how we can analyse implementation
in terms of the mix of instruments, institutions and values used in providing
public policy. Evaluation analysis examines how a public policy and the people
who deliver it may be appraised, audited, valued and controlled. There ate
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approaches to study continuity, which considers vatious means to study the way
in which policy change takes place. Lastly, the performance analysis focuses on
the evaluation of policy impacts. Clearly, this study fits into the implementation
category of delivery analysis. Nevertheless, there are choices of frameworks that
can be developed such as, a top-down rational system approach, policy-action
frameworks (implementation being seen as an evolutionary process), and
implementation as a managerialistic framework, inter-organizational analysis, and
implementation frameworks.

A framework within the implementation category was adapted and designed for
this case study. Thete are three divisions in the framework, namely, technical,
administrative, and inter-organizational. According to Levitt (1980) the tetms are
described as follows: the technical division refers to the nature of problem, and
application of technical knowledge, while the administrative division includes
statutory mechanisms for implementing the policy. Finally, the inter-
organizational division refers to the relationships between those parties with an
interest in the policy.

In reality, solving complex problems requires more than just technical knowledge.
It involves people, their expetiences and skills. Intervention refers to the
application of knowledge, expetience, and skills. Moteover, the term ‘inter-
organizational’ overarches on the broader society, consisting of individuals,
groups, communities and populations, and the extent to which there is
integration. This framework has thus been adapted for the study.

Participatory methods for data collection and analysis are advocated for 2 study
of this kind. Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) was proposed as an approptiate
technique for policy analysis (Holland and Blackburn 1998). It is suggested that 2
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researcher should carefully assess whether the type of participatory methodology
to be employed is appropdate for the sector of the public being consulted.
Further, there are several methods providing such an assessment of the ‘level of
appropriateness’ and for assessing a policy for ‘innovation’ (Hampton 1999).
Other ways of assessing policy implementation exists within consultative systems
in organizations (between employers/managers and their staff), and can setve this
purpose, and may advance to special commissions and associations. Levitt (1980:
42) states “the end results of a policy can be subject to searching and authoritative
analysis by the news media, and thus made evident to the widest audience”. News
articles are therefore also useful analysts tools. The potential for policy assessment
exists within the practical sphere where policies are relevant.

4.4 RESEARCH DESIGN

A research design includes the overall approach to be taken and detailed
information requirements on how the study will be carried out, with whom and
where (Maykut and Motehouse 1994). This section therefore outlines the process
of data collection, analysis and interpretation. It is argued that whichever type of
design is used, the research process follows a similar pattern. The planning of
research from the first to the last stage tends to follow a process. One used by the
researcher was adapted from Burton (2000). A research process was designed for
answeting the specific research questions. This process is outlined as follows: (1)
Research framework, (2) research instruments, (3) developing appropriate
research variables, (4) conceptual and operational definitions, (5) hypothesis
formulation, (6) selection of key informants, (7) methods of data collection, (8)
data analysis, (9) repotting of findings, and (10) contdbution to theoty.

4.4.1 Research framewotk
Several conceptual perspectives of the research problem were visualized and
sketched on paper. In this manner the associated variables, issues, components
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and factors were linked. This approach was useful in facilitating insight and
understanding into the research problem. However, the resultant understanding
represented only a particular perception of the research problem. Other methods,
such as a typology technique and questionnaire were used to gain insight into
other perceptions. These methods are explained later.

As the initial perception of the research problem was of a personal nature it could
be descrbed as a window. In this case, the researcher stands behind the window
looking at a specific envitonment. The window provides an idea of limitations
and incorporates the context of the specific environment. A rapid assessment

through the window builds first impressions (see Plate 1 in Chapter 3).

The environment is classified as a typical rural area, There are different
petceptions of the same view. The perceptions may be in contrast with the views
of the community, but may also contrast within the community. At this stage,
thete is overemphasis on the physical environment. A conceptual understanding
of the research problem has influenced the way in which the study was designed.
Cognitive mapping is the organised yet collective way in which one mentally
pictures one’s impressions of the physical environment. It enables people to glean
information about their environment and to otganise, store and recall

information when they need to.

As previously stated, the research problem was identified as being the struggles in
implementng the SRU policy in Enkumane. The following research questions
were developed during the inital stages of this study:

8 How does the implementer identify and prioritise which areas should be
addressed by the SRU policy?



¢8 Why, and how is the SRU Policy implemented in Enkumane?

¢ How does the implementing agent decide upon the approach to be
adopted for implementing the SRU policy in Enkumane?

8 What criteria and indicators are used to judge, evaluate or measure the
successful implementation of the SRU policy in Enkumane?

©8 How are struggles with the implementation of the SRU policy in
Enkumane managed?

3 What lessons can be learned from this case study?

From a conceptual understanding of the research problem (see Figure 6) a
hypothesis was formulated.

4.4.2 Research instruments
The choice of an instrument is important where a special degree of expertise or
authority is required to lend weight to the expression of policy, and where a
certain degree of opposition to the policy from interested parties is anticipated
(Levitt 1980). Available research instruments of the NDA were unclear and
poorly developed.

There was also a Iack of choice in terms of written instruments as only one
official finalized version was applicable, namely the Conservation of Agticultural
Resources Act (Act 43 of 1983). In terms of economic instruments, the National
LandCare Programme (NLP) was relevant, but had limitations in that the
programme was in its infancy. Instruments involving people included the
government officials and the Masibambaneni Youth club. The study was cross-
sectional in approach so that subjects wete selected from different levels within
the hierarchy of the NDA institution. It was logical to select the NDA as a key
research instrument, as it is the medium through which policy implementation
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takes place. The Masibambaneni Youth Club was selected because it represents a
group with similar charactenistics to the youth in the community as well as being
potential beneficiaries of the SRU policy.

4.4.3 Developing research variables

In developing essential research variables, standard definitions wete taken from
Bless and Higson-Smith (1997). Variables identified in the research problem, was
arranged according to these standard definitions. The independent variable
represented the characteristics of the sustainable resource use policy and its
purpose (refer to Appendix A). The dependant varable included the
characteristics of policy implementation (sustainable resource use policy), in the
case study, Le. the approach taken and action.

Moderator variables were descrbed as the characteristics of the implementing
agent, variations in administrative processes, and identification of prority areas
addressed by the sustainable resource use policy. Moreover, control variables
referred to the beliefs and attitudes of key informants during the data collection.
Finally, the antecedent varable was defined as the characteristics of the policy
implementation process, performance measurements and associated success

indicators.

Thete are linkages and relationships between the different vanables, which were
explored in this research. Figure 5 ovetleaf provides a diagram, which illustrates
some of these linkages and relationships.
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Independent variable
Sustainable resource use

policy
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Antecedent variable
Measurements &
indicators

Line: Thickness denotes strength of the relationships
Figure 5: A diagram illustrating the relationship between variables.

4.4.4 Conceptual and operational definitions

Conceptual and operational definitions were used in the study. A policy-maker
was defined as a person responsible for designing and developing the policy (i.e.
Directors and Assistant Directors). A planner was described as a person
responsible for planning the implementation of the policy, i.e. designing strategies
for implementation (L.e. Control and Chief Inspectors/Officers). An implementer
was a person responsible for implementing the policy, i.e. carrying out strategies
and action plans (iLe. Officers and Inspectors). Lastly, beneficiaries are people,
who are believed to directly and indirectly benefit from the policy, i.e. for whom
the policy was designed (ie. incorporating the Masibambaneni Youth Club
Members).
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4.4.5 Hypothesis formulation

In formulating a preliminary hypothesis, as seen from Figure 5, the independent
vaniable is influenced to a large extent by the moderator variable. Also, the
dependant varable depends on the control variable, and the antecedent vanable
depends on the independent variable. A hypothesis emerged in that the
implementing agent influences the sustainable resource use policy, to a large
extent. Furthermore the implementation approach and action depends on the
beliefs and attitudes of key informants, while measurements and indicators are
determined by the sustainable resource use policy itself.

4.4.6 Selection of key informants

“Policy-making does not come to an end once a policy is set out or approved”
(Parsons 19953: 462). Implementation therefore is a process of interaction
between the settings of goals and actions geared to achieve them (Pressman and
Wildavsky in Parsons 1995). An analysis of implementation then focuses on how
the sustainable resource use policy is put into action or practice. The study of its
implementation is thus a study of the changes that occur. Key informants were
selected from the different stages’ in the changes that occur between policy and
implementation. An important feature of this study was the fact that it was
undertaken whilst the researcher was working as a Resource Consetvation
Inspector/Officer for the NDA in the DLUSM. In other words, the researcher
was an implementer, and thus also a key informant.

4.4.7 Methods of data collection
Both qualitatve and quantitative methods were employed in the study. These

3 Please note that the term ‘stage’ is used and not level. The use of the word Jevel’ has been purposely
avoided, as it tends to imply a hierarchy or top-dovwn approach, which is not necessadly the case.
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included: personal observations during official work within the case study;
typology techniques, semi-structured interviews with key informants at different
stages in the policy process; and multifaceted questionnaires to a sample of key
informants. The procedures are explained below.

Typology study: Typological techniques aim at drawing up representations of
reality (Petret 1999). This representation is a sort of model, giving a simplified
idea of the complexity, and it is not reality itself. Jordaan and Jordaan (1998)
informs us that cognitive structuring may be described as a process through
which one forms selective, structured impressions (interpretations) of the physical
and social environment. These impressions are selective in as much as they are
strongly influenced by personal frames of reference, and structured in as much as
one categorises environmental features conceptually. Interpretative walks were
conducted with the Masibambaneni Youth Club through abandoned as well as
active homesteads, view sites, and indigenous habitats using the PRA method.
Interviews were carried out with individuals during the walks, and