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INTRCDUCTICN ¢

Juvenile delinguency is a problem which has been high-
lighted, and which has caased considerable concern in the
20th Century. Witn the iucrease in urbanization end industrial-
ization there has been & considerzble rise in the number of

young offenders. The problem ig world-wide, and is most pressing

and serious in those countries which are the most highly developed

¥l
=

industrially.

2

Frequently, groups of juveniles guther together for companion-

ship because of their commnon interests, or in some cases, lack of
te. lany of these groups can be distinguished by a
characteristic style of dress, hair-style ard dialect.

Propw the point of preventing and "curing' the maladaptions of
youth, the cmucial reguisite iec still lacking: sufficiently exact
knowledge of the causes of youth's maladjustments to the stresses,
straine and prohibitions of modern civilization. Without sound

kacwledge of the causes of maladapted benaviour, the elaborate
apparatus set up in Juvenile court statutes - highly desirable as
it is frow a numanitarien standpoint - cannot be too successful
in curying or even curbing juvenile deliquency.

The same may be said of probation parocle and the youth
correction authority. Intensive follow up studies have revealed
that among Jjuvenile delinquents as well as mmong adult offenders
repetition ofe?uti~social behaviour occurs in a high proportion

of the cases.

1) ©Sheldon & E. Glueck: Unraveling Juvenile Delinguency, F. 4.

2) Sheldon & B. Glueck: One Thousznd Juvenile Delinquents P. 5.
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Even official statistics of recidivism, which are far from
complete or thorough, show that hish percentages of prisoners
(often from half to two-thirds) are recidivists. This carries
with it @ very simyle yet very profuund implication, namely,
that the tendency towards delinguency and criminalism is deeply
rooted. This is the chief reason why the present methods of 0
punishment, correciion and reformation are largsly ineffectual.

Sheldon and Glueck ask the followhng rhetoric guestions
pertinently - "How can a Probation Officer or Farcle Officer
effectively modify fundamental attitudes and behaviour tendencies
by brief, sporadic contacts with an offender.l) Hew can the
Superintendent of an institution expect to reform a persistent
delingquent when the propulsions to maladjustment are often
unknown to either the offender or these charged with this
rehabilitation?

Even the most skilful psychiatric therapist often requires
daily contacts with a patient of from one to three years befors
he can hope to understand and cure. 2

There is therefore a need for an eclectic approach to the
study of the causal procesc in humen motivation and behaviouf?is
obviously necessary. Such an enquiry showlkd be designed to reveal
meaningful integrations of diverse datey from several levels of
inguiry. But while the most promising areas of research in
human conduct and mis conduct Are to be found in the nexus of
physical and mental functione and in the interplay of person and
milien, the complexities of motivation and varieties of behaviour
compel aﬁivisioi of the field into areas or levels.

T e S s e T ———————— o ————————————————————— - - -

}) Sheicon & E. Glueck: Unravelling Juvenile Delinquency. P. 4.

1) Ibid: P. 6
5) ! E)uf‘{‘.t * ‘Tﬁe N, A J}Q‘ A i bk N ot
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A child deviates from the normal accepted code of conduct
in a particular society, and the guestion is asked "What is to
be done with such a childa?" Is he to be caned, reprimanded, 1)

pladed under permanent restraint or sent back to his parents' care?

The whole guestion is one, not so much for a legal or a moral
code, but, in the last resort, for sciertific investigation.

Burt says "A crime is not a detached or separable fact, self-
contained and self-subsistin:. It is only a symptom. It is a
mental system with a mental origin, and as such is the distinct
department of individual psychology. The handling of a juvenile
offeuder is, or should be, a practical afplication of known
psychological principles. With moral disorders as with xzxR

1)
physical, we must find and fight not symptoms but causes.

THE METHOD OF TRE PSYCHOLOGIST,

The psychologist, therefore, in approeching the young

delin uent takes a path very different from that of the policeman
detective. It is not an investigation of the offence, but on

the investigation of the offender, that his efforts are primarily
focussed. With the misdeeds of immatwe boys and girle, the
main issue to be answered is not - by whom was this crim committed? -~
but, why did this particular child ccmmit eny crime at all?
Throughout it becomes the concern of the psychological adviser

in every case and on every occassion to study first and

foremost, the dilinquent as an individual.

—— e —— —— ——— ———————
- — —— e e e —————————————————— o —— ———— - -

l) Burt,-c. Opo Ci-tn Ee 4-
2) Ibid P. 5.
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DEFINITION OF DELINQUENC

1)
Sheldon and Glueck define a child a5 a delinquent if

he comnits even a wminor act in wviolation of the law. In
"l assachusetts, for example, a "delinquent child" is on

"between seven and sevenltesn who violates any city ordinance

(t‘

’3

=

or town by-law or rommitis an offence not punishable by death."
g "wayward child" ils one "between seven and sevontesn years of
age who habitually associates with vicious or immoral persors,
or who is growing up in circumstances exposing him to lead
an immoral, vieious or criminal life."

Delinquency also refers to repeated acts of a kind which
when committed by psrsons beyond the stavutory juvenile court
age of sixtzen are punishable as crimes - except for a few

instances of persistent stubborness, tmuancy, runring away, '

asgociating with immoral persons and the like.

DEFINITION OF JUVERIIE.

As regamrds the age, the limits accepted by the psycholozist
divrge a little from those laid down b, the Statute; once
more they are wider, and less sharply drawn. In the =ye
of the law "a child is one between 14 and 16; a "juvenile
adult" a person between 16 and 21; and the measure of responsibility

de:ifers from stage to stage.

1) Sheldon and ®. Glueck Op. Cit., p. 13.
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When the offender had not yet attained the age of fourteen
years the law presumes that he had acted as he did without
criminal intent.

Up to the age of 16, all children and young persons must
be dealt with by a juvenile court; after that age, offenders must
be dzalt with in the ordinary courts zs adults.L)

CASES DEATT WITH 1IN THES SURVEY.

The cases dealt withi in my survey have an age range of
5 years to 17 years. They are children who have been in the
care of the Pietermaritzburg Indian Child Welfare Society,
The Social Welfare Department and the Vallgy View Place

of Safety.

OCALT

=

The area chosen for the investigation is Northdale -
an area that is predominantly populated by Indians and is
barely ‘hree miles away from the City of Pietermaritzburg.
‘he area is still in the process of being completed as a

residential unit.

l) Burt, C. po. cit. pp. 16-16.
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REASONS FOR THIE INVESTIGATION.

The presence of large numbers of guvenile delinguents,
especially in urban areas, makes the study of the causes
for the development of deliquency of the characteristics
of the juvenile deliquent, and the methods of treatmmnt very
interesting and importent.

The line of approach in this study will be that of the
psychologist and the sociflogist. It is important that the
social and the psychological tendencies of such children be
studied and understood. Knowledge of these factors is
escential when treatment and not punishment becopes the
object of those who combat delinquency. Certain measures,
guch a8 thd ingtitatish ©Ff Feewdldls a0upsh, Toe odi .
“i¢kation officers, the extension of the foster-parent system,
and the possibility of postponed end suspended sentences, were
definitely intended as measures cf treatment; nevertheless,
if these measures are administered mechanically then there
is the danger that the older conception of punishing
the offender may still prevail, Welfare workers,«hc sre in
touch with the treatment of juvenile delinguents, are not
content that this danger ha® been evaded in this country.
Consequently the value of further research into the social and
psychological factors connected with juvenile delinquency
may assist in keeping the ideal of treatment early in views,
and chould be of direct assistance ti)the welfare worker

in his handiing of individual cases,

TS o —— —— i —— o ——
S e s  —————— T ————————————— o ——— T —
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CAUSES OF JUVENTILY DuIINQUENCY FOUND ANCUNG THE
GRCUP INVESTIGATED.

The cases of del inguency are mostl. of a complex
nature and they are not easily ascertained unless a
carefyd case-study of individual delingents is made.

Invariably, as stated earlier, single causes rarely
operate above. They are intricately inter wwen andthece
operate differently with different individuals. The
treatment of causes spperatesly must be accepted as a
purely mechenical device for the sske of presentation.

A) TACK OF PARPMNTAL CONTROL AND HOLT DISCIPLINE.

A2together 12 Case-reports BEx® were selecled at
random from a case load of 822 (presently handled by the
Pietermaritzburg Indian child Welfare Society) and it
was found that there were sk cases of positive sgns of
delinguency = coming from six separate families.

In all &€x cases it was found that there was defintie
a lack of home discipline, or wrong meihods of discipline
must be looked upon a potent factor in the delinguency

situatior.

0]

This conclusion is surported by the evidence contained
in the cage = studiee made o. the sk families. In al cases
it was seen that home disciplene was obviously a cause

of delinquency.

Another factor that could have besern the cause of

Juvenile delinquency was that the families were large:- R/F

TABLE.,
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T S T ARES
NO.|CASE ®ILE | MO. CHI. TEGITINATE PARBNTS RENARKS .
TO. IT}T-T::H‘ ITIE'_ ALTT*]
S R o |
Ly 358 6 Illegitinmate Father ‘Bth Chilad¥% Delinguent
| Alcholic Violent temper, playec
i truant, ran awsy from
home.
{ - a -
2. 2981 5 Tegtimate Father and 1st Child - delinquent
ncther stole watch.
devorced
" 2779 5 Legitimate Pather 1st child -~ delingue:
| Deceased KEeps late hours,
' plays traunt, referr:
to Probation Cfficer
Y, | S, iR _ — .
4. 3550 2 Iflegitimate Vother begot| Both children
children from behavioural problems
married man | expelled from echool
of another Referred to
lauguage Probation Officer.
! group.
5 1195 3 Legitinate Par-nts Youngest son-
Separated delinguency
tendencies, played
treant expelled
from school.
6 415 3 Legitimate Parents 2 Blder urothers
Separated were in Reformatory
& TLong School and priscn =-
history of Caught for begging
family disc and stealing -
cord. imprisoned for 18
days.
In each

interviewed so as to ohtain

as cl

for their children turning into delinguents.

P

of the reasons wh

tuey wers leading.

of the above cases the mother or foster-parent was
e

ar a picture as possible

|
!
1
I

A study of the |}
eases as the various factors are dealt with will revesl some !

the children had chesen the type of living

that
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In practically all the cases the delincuents were
withiout a mother for the greater part of the day as the
mothers were in some occupation or other and were therefore
unable to give their full attention to the home and the
children.

The father invariably had pasced away or was disabled
or was separated. The children missed the dominent father
figurs. It will bz seen throught the case~studies that

either father or mothy deserted "he fadly aud the remaining

=

parent was unakle to control the children properly.

In one or two of the cases studied it was found tlat
i

the father was a habiﬁﬁl drunkard and when intoxicated used
to ill-treat the chldren in such a way that they left
the home and spent most of their time on the streets
or with neighbours. During these periocds away from home
they often come intocontact with undesirable companions
wno leXkd them into delingusricy.

The frequency of lack of parental ccantrol and discipline

[¢]

in some homes is furbher illustrsted by the fact the
mother in ons case and the father in one case were visited
meny times by the Social Welfarc Cfficers for ill-treating
their children. Thie ig clearly seen in the case File

No. 35€. The father continually ascafillted members of the
family. There was domestic discord from as early as 1955
and all 8% 6 of the children were bora out of wedlock. The
marriage was not registered, neither was there a religious
ceremony. It is therefore not wiusual to find that one

of the child:=n had become a dzlinguent - played truent
from school and ran away from home. The eldest ehild

was referred to the Probation Officer, wile two other

brothers had already been to the Rel'ermatory School.,
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For a clear picture of the postiun of the six cases
Qeasl L wolla Llxe To rerer you to the attached report
drawn up after the mothers or foster parent had been
interviewed.

There were many factors which had influenced some
of the children to present behavioural problems. A
glinpse of the report will show that in practically
every cace the parents were either dead or separated
and in one case alcholics.

7

These factors ware detimental to the healthy
up bringing of the children. In one case two brothers
were cxpelled from ths school because of the severe
behavioral problems that those two brothers had presented.

In nearly all the cases s congested type of living
was the primary cause Hor the breakdown in parental
control. With one exception in 2.1 the other cases
the families occupied a room annd a kitchen.

B) LAC: OF BSELF CONTRQL.

Closely ascociated with the lack of parental control
as a causal factor of delinguency is the lack of self-
control. This h&gii% mostly connected with such typee of
delinquencies as assault, petty thefts, uncontro.lability,
violencz, and truancy at schooi. Children are =0 0ITen
TCwpueu alla wieil Llsy succlud tu such tauptationg, then
we say that they lack self control. In cases of assault
al so, the cnild who does not possess self-control becomes

easily infuriated when mocked or teases. This lacking
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of self-control ie linked closely with the lack of
parental control and home discipline. Lack of home

dbcipline is cnducXive to lack of self control.

C) LACK OF HEATTHY RECREATION.

Opportunities for play are essential to the natural
development of the child, but the child wike grows up in
a poor, owercrowded home has to forego this privilege,
from babyhood. BEven a slightly Bigoer home cannot provide
these facilities, since maxy money for the purchase of
books and tpys is not available and there is no suitable
pdace in which to keep inexpencive presents received
from friends or toys made at home. In the struggle
for the existence there is no time to give attention
to the healthy amusement of the children.

Burt says "The leisure hours are vacant, and an
active mind in = ji less home will soon find mischief
for an idle hend." The older children make for the
streets. There they are free from parental supervision
and there they meek undesirable companicns. TFoverty
at home maes the children crave fulfillmesut of unsatisfied
werits. This is further ag-ravated whean the mother goes
to work.

Thie ie an important factor in practicall zll the
cases studies. Towerty has made it an almost impossibility
for the children to purchase useful toys and games to keep
them occupied. TFlay »rounds and sports fields in the
Northdale are inadequate to mezet the needs of the children.
The proximity of the homes reduces privacy to a minimum.

L) Burt, Cops eit. p. 91.
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D) LACK OF TWMPLCYNTRT.

m

The lack of employmeut at cerftain ages seems to
e a potent eause of delinqéncy among the Jjuveniles.

A study of the cases will reveszl that the children who

were referred to tne Probation Officer were scholars who
had run away from home. They were walking the streets
without any gainful employment. Narie, son of Padayachee
Case No. 6 was caught begzing after he had ran away

from home.

Tdelness in itsell is detrimental to a child's
characte£ and is,eonsejuently, smetimes the cause of his
instability to keep & position if later he should find
one. If a youth is teken ocut of school and not placed in
a posiion iﬁmediately, ne ies ailowed the Trezdom to cultivate
unstable habits by ascociating with undesirable companicns.

Despair and frustraticn willundoubtedly goad
delinquents to comnit serious erimes than either scholars
or employed juveniles.

PCVERTY.

Although a large number of juvenile delinguents
come f om poor aid very poor homes, the relation bhetw=zen
poverty and misconduct should be regarded a2s an indirect

.

rising from

0

1er a case of abuses g

Tt

relation. It is rat

U
I

—

s

poverty leading to crime; according to Rurt poverty as
sueh was orne of the primary cauess in only 30 of all cases

investigatsd and in the remaining casese it may have been
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So many children live in poverty without becoming
delinguents. In the majoritky of cases poverty was
indirectdy a contritutery factor in causing delinquency,

. Bl -

Poveﬂ& played its part by causing bad housing conditions,
forcing the family to live in unhealty ngighbourhoods,
prevanting the child £ om cbtaining a rezsemble education
and smusewsnt, and also keeping him out of employment.
The unTavourable housing conditiocuns, bad neighbourhoods

5

and under nourishment in their turn are often the causes
of ill-health and weak constitutions. These conditions
also prevent the youths from associating with respectable
people and this deprive them of the opportunity of being
set the exaple of useful and respectable citizeus.

Weome.

In all the cases studieg the maximum family,received
in the way of lMaintenance Grant was R29,75. This of
course was not given to all grantecs. The maximum was
given to those families where there wa: a larse number
of children. TFTurther to this another factor that
determined the amount a family recsived was the family
ingome, assets irherited etc.

With the sradual dzscrease in the number in each

family - this happened when & child had left school

4

or when a child had reached the agce of 16 - then the

(]

u

graint reczived from the Social Wsifare Department is

.

vorrespondingly decrzsased. Another factor that is taken
into account is the contribution made by the other working
members of the family to the upkeep of the home. These,
of course zpply only in the case £§? fadlies where the

breadwinner is deceased or incapacitel®d through some illness.
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In thés case of the bread winner being disabled - then
the family also recesives a dgsability grant. Among the
Indaéns alsoy the Grantee - invariably the mother, is

not expected to earn more than R96,00 per annum. Should
she be earning more than R96,00 per annum then she does
not gualify for maintenance grant.

ENVIRONMENTAL, INFLUENCE OUTSIDE TEE FANMILY CIRCLE.

il

Geuera%;,Juvenile delinguents come from the poorer
suburbs of the town where urban conditions such as the

following promote crime:

(1) The greater the instability of family life in a city.

(ii) Greater heterogeneity and mobility of the urban
population.

(4ii) TImportance of scial contacts; undesirable street
companions, utilization of leisure lack or
superfluity of facilities for emusement, mostly
unhealthy amusement.

(vi) Poor working conditions.

(A) The infiuence of companions of the same age and
sex is important. These companions usually live in

the same neighbourhood and attend the school or schools

nearly. OSometimes older children lead jowiigsr childran
asormng. [ g rule wrong-dpoess have a Leader whose influence

should not be underestimated.
Young girls in particular are harmed by sexuel miscnduct
and assault. The arocusal of sexual feelings in early life

leads to blunting and maladjustment in later years.
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Where home supervision and &iscipl%ggare poor ;?ere is
no proper control of the children's companion.
(b) The Schocl is an important environmgntal influence
in the life of the ehild - T.H. Sullenger)investigated
the influence of the school in counrnection with juvenile
delinquency. He found that in 90, of all cases truancy
contributed to misconduct. The child's maladjustment at
school, retardation, lack of interest on the part of
parents and teachers in bis progress at school ma; lead
to truancy which in turn gives rise to malpractices.
1

Busz)found that infulemence of an unsympathetic
school played a part in 7/ of his juvenile delinguents
who were at school, and that the boys were affected to a
grated extent than the girls. The specific form of
maladjustment varies from one case to another. The
retardation and constant charnge of place of residence.
Ofter he is oclder than his classmates and &sserts himself
by doing wrong. Fortunately under the modern s,stem
of education; however, increasing zxRsmiatisw attention
is being paid to the individual pupils, and provision

is also made to meet the ne=ds of the deviate pupil.

——— e ——— ——— T — — i —— i — o —— o —————

l) ZBust, C. Op. cit. P. 131.

2) Sullenger, T.%.: Social DDiterminants in Juvenile
Delinquency. pp.. 87-90.

3) PBust, C. op. cit. pp. 133-134.
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CASx BD. 4.

In thie respect one is reminded of the plight of
va Yhe abwwe Cac . Y%
the two boy s hishlights the infiuence the school could
MARA

play. These two boys were excluded and the Frincipal

tated if their

I'_I'J

had stated that they weuld only he rs-in
behaviour héd improved. 'The hehavieur of the children
would only improve if the cornditions and circumstances
at homz were inproved. They wers illegitamatz children
born from the association of the mothsr with a married
perscrn., Thare wss no perenteal contrel, lhere was 1o
father -~ fugure at houme, These children took up to
smoking =nd playing truant end were finaily =xcludede.
ported toc the Prebation Cificer. This
case illustrates clearliy that the teachizrs as well as

t
w20

prineipels should try to ecauant themselves with the

socidil-economic circumstances of deviant studsnts so

s to take the ri-h! decision. In the absence of such
information mueh harm can he done,

¢) The way in which a ckild spends his leisure mus
also be studied sine= this is coniiected with juvenile

delinguency.

[}
w

Burg says “hat the cinema h been freel, ceusured
ard abused for stimulating the young adventurer to mischief
folly, =nd even crime. He fa2ls that the zreastest denger

l)

lies in "Ths general and elusive influenc=s"

1) Burt, C. op. ¢it. pp. 143-144.
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~

Even the moral atmosvhere of the £ilm is characterized

4

by trivialities and fun, slterncting with snatches of

sentiment and passionate excitement. Deckit, flirtation,
jealousy, intrigue, foolhawdy assaults and exceseively

represeated as the normal

4}

w

emotionsl experiences sr

The child without

(..+_

everyday cxperiences of the adult.
& background of experiencs obtains a warpe’ idéa of
social 1ife. Although the crook is eventually made o

bite the dust, his doing and foolhamdines are admired by

Pilms arouse the interest aud curiosity of children
and stimulate their powers of imagination. They ernccourage
day-dreaming and may lead to social misbehaviour particularly
with regard to sex. The child who is incited to action
by films is the child whose tendencies and urges are
inherently wrong.

lwost crimes, according to Burtﬁfﬁommitted guring
leisure - in the late afterncon and evening and particularly
during week-ends. The more serious otfences cusmitced by
juveniics iuncauae the fviiluwlig: asssult, thelt, houseRreaking
malicious damage, municipal offences, driving without a
licence, and even more serious forms of crime. Tle lesser
crimes, however, preponderate.

LACK COF TBHOUCATICN.

Second in importance perhaps only to the lack of
parental discipline is the lack of proper educagion
as a causal factor of delincuerncy anong the youth of Notthdale.
The lack of adequate schooling must, however, always be
considered in dirzct connection with the lack of employment -
the one inveriably the recllt of the other and hoth these

causal factors operate in asscciation to produce delinguency

S ey b el e



(18)

work to youths who are inadequately educated and the only
possivle fate awaiting the poorer uneducated youth is
either a poor labourer's job or a casual, "on-a-daily" bass
job.

In each one of the cases investigated none had reached
secondary school. All had left school before reaching
Standard six. This could be attributed to the fact that
none of them had recsived an hi.:h school education. This is
an important factor - for the children's future livelihood
have been affected.

CASE NO. 6

Bolh parents - did not receive any education beyond
staridard iii. Bhe father was a tuberculotic and had been
at the ".0,5.4A. settlament for fifte=n months. In the mean-

wiile the mother went to work in the nearby Prilla lills

i s Sl e i, . N b i il e M B Bt s b S Y o o e o

and earned 34,50 per week. On this meagre wage she supported
six children and herself. SoR recsived relief in the form

of groceries to the value of Z1,50 per week. Her eldest

son became an asthmatic, left school in standard iii, at

4

3 the age of 1% years and was found loitering in Durban. He
i was Tound and detained at the Valley View FPlace of Safety.
j The 2nd son 15 years old was charged for theft of a

1 wateh, sentenced to 18 dayes but had actually servad 5 days
; and was subsequently sent to the Reformatory in the Cape.

i The 2rd child a girl - lefl schioecl in standard iii and

5 at home, while the 4th child, a sone left school in

e

staindare 5 aud had started wek in a nearby shoe factory.




and had run away from home. Tt was rumcurad that he
nad rTun away to Johannssghu

L ]
=5

[

a nearby cinszma. H2 is at present at the Valley
View Flace of Safety.

T"he last child, the 6th, a girl is in scool and

Tha above cass iliustrates most ¢learl, th:z conseguences
of the lack of proper esducatio:n, together with xk=z olher
factors such as poverty, lack of parautal coatrol ete.

The contributingfactors that make a child delinquent are
numerous and varied; they are often complexly interweven in a
single case. When one becomes awere of the manifold possibilities
of variations between oane human being and any other and the
many variations in the life experiences of two children even
in the same family, it becomes clear that the combinations of
cowponents that find expression in behaviour ame alrost infinite.

In a study of 40 chiildren drawn from Standardes seven " "
and "' of the Woodlands HiglL there were some starling facts.
Refer Table 2. (Juestionaire appended at eund of report)

It was found that:

(i) Only 223% of the families had both the father and
mother living.
(ii) 2244 - the father was deceased.

(iii) 7% - the mother was deceased.
(iv) 100% were witﬁm% step-mothers
(v) 1004 were without & step-fathers

(vi) 72%% of the father were working.
(vii) 904 of the mothers were housewhves.
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PRis 1llvle wurvey Simply illustrates the fact that with
the father employed and the mother at home augurs well for the’?
up bringing 6f the children. 4

The father still has control over his children while
the mother plays on importeant part in seeing to their basic
needs, as well as affording Eﬂ comforting, love and warmth
that any growing child nsedss In thﬁgrgonductﬂamong the e L

A ?

students none of the families had any children who were 4v~r)
delinquents. In the families of the delinquents studied in
almost all cases the falher was either dead or unemployed
and the mother had tc go to work.

RUNETTAT, TREATMWNT.

The incidence of deiinquericy is tound to increase if
remedial mezsures are not teken timeously. Cne doee not lay
the blame at the door of the Juvenile Ceurt sas an institution.
It is bound by law to punish the tratsgressor according to
the seriousness of the offence snd the numner of crimes
committed. It ma seem,theregﬁthat in some cases thefailure

to deal effectivel; with delingueney is due to the fact that

w
Lot

the measures of the authorities are very oft stili punitive

but xm not deterrent, preveative or refcecrmztive. To hand over

a young delinguent to a court of law as the only imnstituticn to

deal with him has a very serious effect on hie character. A

Juvenile delinquent goes through life handicapped by the stigma
&

of a conviction. This has Tzen aprrecisted aud

intended to mset the dilficulty.
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In the reformatory the child finds himself in an artificial
environment - speeciglly created and so calculated as to o_Ter »?
more of those stimuli, which, the the ordinary social environment,

would act as incentives to crime.
Effective treatment of the juvenile delinguent must therefore
ba sought. Whatever authorities or institutions in the ead
undertake that treatment - the Juveniles Court, Locial Services,
Provation Cfficials or Heformatories or al. these in co-operation -

they will have to ddopl methods which are personal and individusal,

environments vary.
To be effective auny system of treatment must first of all be

preseative and them reformative. The requisites of such a

65
¥
systom can best Pe illustrated by indiesting posesicle methods of
combatting certai. factors which are related to Juvenile deiinguency
such as lack of Parental Control and Home Disciplime, Education
Drawbacks, Uncemployment, Recreation, foverty and Unhealthy
Neighbourhoods.

1) LACY OF PARUNTAL CCITRCL A¥ " HOLE DISCIILINE:

An elaborate syetem of adult education sceme to be the most
gucceseful prevantative mRE of delinguency which is maihly
caused by the lack of proper parental control anc howe discilpline.
Ignorance on such matters as Cuiiu care and elementary
home craft often causss friction between the parents and this may
ultimately lead to the neglect of the cuildren and perhaps to the
breaking up of the home. tuch conseguences could, perhaps, have

been avoided by tiumely instruction on such matters as homecraft,
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child rearing etc. If it is altogether impossiile to remedy
the unsatisfactory parental a.d home influence, then it will
be vest to remove he delinguent from his family and his home
environment, but this should onl be dones as a last resort.

In the new environment in which the juveniles are then
placed,every eifort woould be made fo inculcate those qualities of
character which, in normal circumstances, would have been
developed under proper parerntal iniluence and in a healthy home
atmosphere.

< - - ’-}
It the case\.studjee in this report it has been seen how .

closely delincuesney and iroken homes are associated. The
juvenils should, thersfore, be itreated in such a way that there
are ample compensations for the lack of parental control

and the lzck of a2 healthy homs iniluenc .

Two institutions one in Durben - Iakehaven under the
Jurisdiection and control of the Durba. Indian Child Welfare
Society and the other in Pietermaritzburg - The Cuushine Home =~
wader the suepices of the Pietermaritzimrzy Irdian Child Welfare

fociety - are doing mseful work in so far as carin: for the

at Lakehaven thepe are five cottazes, house-parenis and a

normel sciiocl - the ssetting ie cicse to that of ordinary homes.

4 R B = =
n this respect tne Aryan Eznevolent Lome - formerli; of ETellair

L

Road, I'asyville has a.so played & promir:nt rol .

Criminal teandencies emanate in eerly childhood - as is

52 these children

shown in the studies in this raport. At the a,

{
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attend school. It is, therefore, clear that part of the task
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nguency eand crime rests on the school.

Apart from dishonesty, petty thefts, ste. which are the everyday
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vices found in avery school, there are such forms of
misdemeanour as truancy which d=mands special actention from
th- scunools. Tt has been found by some imvestigators to be
one of the forms of misbehaviour which leads more afterto
eriminality and delinguency than many others wnich are daily
decried by schools. The co-operation of the school and the
ecognition by, the school of its functicn in this work is an

essentil msasurs in auy system of preveuting delingusney
and the reformation of delinguernts.

Portunately the new system of education - Differentiated -
is attempiing to meet the varied regquirements of the students.
Prior to this, students did not have a wide choice of sutjects
which suited tiie brizght students sadmirably. It was thﬁﬁverade
¢child who wes not able to cope. lie went out into the world ill-
eqiaipped to mest the demands of soclety and incompotment to edapd
himself to the séial order.

It is also pleasing to note that as from t is year 1973,
Indians are rot only giviemX coup¥hscry education but that those

5
I

who had enrocliled this year in clazss (i) would have to remain in

scnoolqgo stendard 8. This would definitely relieve to a large
extent the problem of elimination.

3) U?\ JJLTI (‘YI“"“

It ie axicmatic that with an improverment in education - the
incidene2 of delinquency will definitely drop. The better a
person is educzted the better are his chances of obtaining good
ewployment. Kz 1s also more mature in his outlook towards life
and is more rssponsible. Thus "he lconger z person remzins at

school the better will it be for him.
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4) RICREATION:

B=tter recreational facilities are neceasary for tne
poorer classes and espscially for the younger children. TLack

creational facilities leads to many deviate

D

(st}

of adequate r
forms of bchaviour. It i: pleasiﬂhﬂ to note€thas many of

the new Indian resideuntial sites are being provided with "open-
SPaces" for the benefit of the children.

A new township in Tongaat, The Watsonian Township, has
cluster types of homes built around a ceniralpartk Mihich has
swings, see-saws ets. In Northdale, here in Pietermaritzburg
there is a definite need for more playing fields and "open-
spaﬂ%es" where children could spend their time gainfully
without in any way endangering their liveg.

5) POVEE& AND UNnEALTHY NEIGEBOURHOCD.

There is a definite need to bring avout a radical
improvement in the economic situation and the environmental
conditions of the family from which a delinquent is drawn.
It is oi the utmost importance that the families should be
removed from shum areas and provided with better housing
facilities. In the survey conducted among the six families
it was found that with the exception of one family which
had two rooms and a kitchen, the others had a room and a
kitchen. There is no privacy whatsoever.

IN CASS NO. 1.

All six children were born out of wedlock. The children
were not registered and all eight of them (6 Children, father
and mother sharéd a room and a kitchen. There was domestic
discord as early as 1955 - thus loss of respsct for the
parents by the children. The eldest child was referred to

the Probation Officer as he presented behavioural problems.
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IN CASE NO. 2.

The father, mother and 3 children (2 sons and a daughter)
shared a room and a kitchen. Because of the continual trouble
at home between the parents, lack of pyivacy and later because
of desertion by the father - the children display=d great
behaviourdal proulamse Grinding poveﬁ% forced lhe mrkkwe mother
to work - thus no adequate control over the children - so much

so that even the girl began playing trusnt from school.

IN CASE NO. 3.

£ove2ty reared its ugly head again in this family. The
father wa8 deceased and the poor mother was saddled with the.
burden of looking after 5 children - a handful for any mother.
The eldest child became uncontrollable and violent at times.
He was referred to the Place of SCaftey - Valiey View. Here too
the family of 6 had to share a room and a kitchen. A most
unpleasant situation for the upbringing of young children.

IN CASE NO. @.

o
The mother had been in the association withamarried man

of a differend religious group and her two sons born during
this associsation presented great difficulties. Apart from-&uéj
tuberculotics they were uncontroliable, played truant frequently
from school and were subsequentl expglled. ILack of parental
control, poor facilities at homes and complete lack of privacy
induced these children to adopt anti-social attigtudese

Another case where poverty and unhealthy neighbourhood
play a important role in inducing children to cultivate
deriate behaviour patterns is clearly illustrated in

CASE NO. 5. In this case the seven children were in the

custody of their step-mother - who by a Court Order assumed
the role of foster mother. The sevem children and the foster-

molher live in a small dingy room and a kitchen which is
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detached from the room. There is no privacy whatsoever. It is
no surprise to find that ths eldest child had been presenting
behavioural problems and had been referred to the Probation

Orficer.

CASE NO. B&. has been dealt with earlier on in the report.

A comparison of the home conditions and parental relation-
ahips of the six families of the delinquent children eand that
of the 40 families of the non-delinquents school children proves
conclusively that the percentage o:r delinguents who came from
pocr broken homes is much higher than the percentage of normal

voenant et |
children who came from swueh childyen, The broken home must

therefore be considered a potent camsal factor of d linguency.

CONCLUSION s T. Barl Sullinger is prominent amorig American

advocate of a programme of prevention, choosing particularly the
ground of its ultimate ecoriomy to society. He stresses the
importance of allowing every child to develop socially, physically
and mentally under normal conditions, ie. under conditions of
normel developm=nt and functioning of the Primary Groups (the
family, the play group, the neishbourhood and the schodl) to which
the child oelongs.l)

All writers agree that the most frequent causal factor in
the misdemeanours of Juveniles centre zb out the family life,
although not al. go as far a lLindeay who attributes all guilt to

the pax#rkEx parents.
It is in the family that the child first adopts behaviour

patterns towardsothers and forms of opinions of larger groups
outsidez. It is iwportant to note that it behoves society to
ray all posecible attention toc pathological conditions that may

be present in the family.

T —————— T —— - ——— T — o — — ———————————————————————— —— ———————

1) Suilienger, T.3%.: Social Diterminants in Juvenile Delinquency,

PP. 34-35.
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Burt ;Ays that there are a number of causes. Often juvenile
crime is the result of some extremely unhappy experience: an
illness, a new demoralising or subversive friendship, the death
or remarraige of one of the purents, tiie development of a new
interest in tue cnild niuself.ye must remember tnat i1n addition To
immediate determining causes, tne Juvenile delinquent 1s thne
product of & series of adverse circumstances wnlcd arranges 11 order
of importance as rollows:-

1. Lack or discipline or de.ective discipline,
2. rarticular instinctive tendencies,

4. ueneral emotiovnal instapility.

4, worbid emotional suathes.

5. 4 Tamily nistory of vice and crime,
b. peficient i1ntellectual :ibilities,.

7. Subversive tendencies i interest such as the urge for adventure
the cinema, etc.

8. Conditiens in connection with development.
9. A family history of mental deficiency.
10, Defective family relationships.

11. Influences outside the home cirele, e.g. bad companions and
di:fective recreation:zl facilities.

12, A family history of physical weakness.
13. Poverty an related circumstances.

14, Physical weaknees and inability in the child himself,

One notices irom the above 1ist of causes that the problem of
maladjustment is no isolated one. It is a component of the great
task of child welfare and education, This is a problem that affects
everyone- be he a social worker, a policeman , a teacher or an
ordinary layman,There is therefore an urgent and positive need for
the co-operation of 211 persons dealing with children.

lioreover every case of juvenile delinguency demands an
individdual approach and scientific investigation. It is of utmost
importance also that the prevention of crime calls for more
purposive attention to aspects such as housing, continuation of
education, medical treatment, psychological study of children at
home, improvement of industrial conditions, extension of recreat-
ional facilities and research work in juvenile problems.

I personally feel that if some of the above services, if not
all, could be extended to the Northdale area then we are in the
right direction 4£n arresting the incidence of deliquency.

e T e T S e———
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