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ABSTRACT

Libraries contain many collections but professional practice has long recognised the concept

of ‘special collections’.

The Centre for African Literary Studies (CALS) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN)
initially came into being to house the Bernth Lindfors Collection, the private collection of a

retired professor of English from the University of Texas in Austin.

Special collections can be hindered in their ability to fulfil their role as custodians of heritage
and conveyors of knowledge owing to a number of factors, such as policy decisions and/or
elements included in existing policies. The directors of such centres often have ambition but
are handicapped in their ability to carry out their plans by various administrative challenges
which can put the centres at risk. In terms of the research problem central to the study, this
study explored exactly what the role of CALS as a UKZN special collection constitutes and
in what way the Centre is able to fulfil its role in facilitating and enabling African Studies at

UKZN and in the broader community.

The study investigated these potential challenges, including factors which impede access,
such as ‘hidden collections’. Challenges included financial constraints, staffing, collection
development policies (including Africanisation), repatriation of collections, preservation

strategies, and accessibility, including physical and space issues, and digitisation.

The study employed methodological triangulation which included a literature search,
documentary analysis, and survey research using questionnaires and interviews. The
population constituted undergraduate and postgraduate English- and isiZulu-speaking
students and researchers who have used CALS; present and ex-staff members; the original
owners of the two largest CALS collections; the initial founders of CALS; as well as the

current and ex-directors.

The study ascertained that CALS was originally established as a separate centre on the
Pietermaritzburg campus to “symbolically” make a statement, and as branding to attract

postgraduate students in South Africa doing research in African literary studies to



Pietermaritzburg. This would give the humanities in Pietermaritzburg “the edge in a highly

competitive market”.

The study established that CALS is underutilised by postgraduate students and researchers.
The majority of usage is from isiZulu-speaking undergraduates, owing to the establishment of
the isiZulu Literary Museum at CALS, which has proved successful in drawing isiZulu-
speaking undergraduate students. The researcher was only able to identify a handful of
national and international researchers which undermines the original motive for the
establishment of CALS which is to facilitate and promote the study of African literature and
thus enable UKZN in its endeavour to become “The Premier University of African

Scholarship™.

The most significant finding of the survey was the original noble vision of the founders to
create a centre that boosts the humanities and African literature at UKZN and especially on
the Pietermaritzburg campus, has been restricted by funding and staffing constraints. The
Centre was established as an external funding centre that has proved unsustainable. This has
had a negative impact on the endeavours of CALS’s directors who, despite great effort, have
been significantly handicapped in their endeavours to manage CALS through lack of

institutional support, funding and staff tenure.
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Chapter 1

Introduction to the Study

1.1 Introduction

The motto of the Centre for African Literary Studies (CALS), a special collection at the University of
KwaZulu-Natal is: “Collecting the best in African literature”. As Michel (2005:385) states, the

traditional role of such a collection within academic libraries

“... has been, and still is, often, that of the library’s treasury, where the jewels of the university’s
library collections are housed and exhibited in their own museum and, increasingly, on their own
web pages. These collections are housed more securely, in better environmental conditions than
the rest of the library’s collections — jewels to be digitized and shown off, displayed, and the
better the jewels the better the library, and the better the library, the better the university”.

This introductory chapter to the thesis, which examines the role of CALS as a UKZN special
collection and its contribution to African literary studies, highlights the background and provides an
outline of the research problem, defines key terms and concepts used in the study, and provides
information about the principal theories upon which the research project is constructed. The chapter
also gives an overview of the research methodology and methods used by the study and the structure

of the thesis.
1.2 Background and outline of research problem

This section provides a brief background to the study and outlines the research problem that the study

endeavoured to answer.

1.2.1 Background to the problem

This study is located within recent debates at tertiary institutions and in the press (an article
by Praeg in the Mail and Guardian in July 2011) about whether universities need designated
centres for African Studies. This issue is explored in 1.3.3 below, but first some background
on the Centre for African Literary Studies (CALS) and the University of KwaZulu-Natal
(UKZN) is required.



The University of KwaZulu-Natal was formed on 1 January 2004 as a result of the merger
between the University of Durban-Westville and the University of Natal. The UKZN has

acquired four collections containing rare, and in some cases, unique, material, namely:

e The [Killie] Campbell Collections located in Durban: these collections specialise in
the socio-economic, political and cultural history of KwaZulu-Natal with special
emphasis on early exploration and travel in Africa.

e The Alan Paton Centre and Struggle Archives located on the Pietermaritzburg
campus: this specialises in aspects of individuals and organisations involved in the
resistance to apartheid in South Africa, the original collection being that of Alan
Paton, the world-renowned author of Cry the Beloved Country (the above two
collections were created under the former University of Natal).

e The Gandhi-Luthuli Documentation Centre located on the Westville Campus: this
collection focuses on information on the Indian community in South Africa and came
into being on the former Durban-Westville Campus.

e The Centre for African Literary Studies: formed in 2004 by the newly merged
University of KwaZulu-Natal.

Libraries contain many collections but professional practice has long recognised the concept
of the ‘special collection’. Lee (1993) in Darbey and Hayden (2008:259) defines special

collections as comprising:

“Printed items such as rare books, letters and ephemera which have traditionally been already
categorized as collections or kept apart from main holdings. In addition, it includes items which
were originally at some time, somewhere, current stock, and which have become special by

reason of antiquity.”

Lee elaborates on this definition by adding:

“Manuscripts, archives, papers and other collections that have no easy means of being integrated
with the general working collections or that involve unusual care are most often subsumed under

the special collections heading” (Lee 1993, in Darbey and Hayden 2008:259).



Furthermore, Bengston states that:

“Special Collections are so because they are deemed by an institution to be worth preserving and
gathering together for the benefit of the research community. Security and environment would
be paramount in the project. Items in special collections often tend to be in better condition than
ordinary circulating material by the very fact that they are protected, repaired, and used much

less frequently” (Bengston 2000, in Darbey and Hayden 2008:259).

Modern practice has extended the scope of special collections to include electronic and

audiovisual materials.

Potter and Holley (2010:149) state: “Special Collections can also include generalized
material not considered entirely rare such as an extensive collection on children’s books on a
specialized topic such as the urban experience.” Special collections can be formed around the
work of an individual, a historical period or location, or a topic. CALS is in the latter
category and the collection includes some material that is essential for providing context but

is not necessarily rare or unique.

CALS initially came into being to house the Bernth Lindfors Collection (Van Dyk 2002a:1),
the private collection of a retired professor of English and African Literatures at the
University of Texas in Austin (Zell 2001:3). UKZN purchased the collection in September
2003 (Gunner 2004b:[1]). Reasons for the collection’s coming to UKZN will be covered in
the thesis. According to the plaque at the entrance to the Centre, CALS was officially opened
by the then South African Minister of Arts and Culture, Pallo Jordan, on 7 September 2004,
with Professor Liz Gunner as the first Acting Director (Gunner 2004b[1]). The collection was
described by the world-renowned bibliographer, Hans Zell, as

“a rare and quite unique collection, unparalleled anywhere in the world, with the only possible
exception of the collections of African literature at Northwestern University Libraries. However
even Northwestern does not have the vast number of critical studies on African writing that have
been amassed by Lindfors over the years. The Lindfors library brings together in one place the
published literature of almost an entire continent, and the depth and richness of the collection can

only be described as truly awesome” (Zell 2001:1).

Those who have the task of managing special collections can be hindered in their ability to

fulfil their role as custodians of heritage and conveyors of knowledge owing to a number of
3



factors, such as policy decisions and/or elements included in existing policies. The directors
of such centres often have ambition but are handicapped in their ability to carry out their
plans by various administrative challenges which can put the centres at risk. The study sought
to investigate these potential challenges, which include financial constraints, collection-
development policies, staffing, repatriation of collections, digitisation, and access to the
collection. The latter includes factors which impede access, such as ‘hidden collections’.
These challenges are discussed below and elaborated on in Chapter 5. It is thus important to
establish what the initial motives and objectives of UKZN were for the establishment of the
special collection in African literary studies and to follow up on the extent to which CALS is
achieving these objectives. For example, is the role of CALS clear or has it deviated from the
original UKZN policy objectives; is CALS being fully utilised; and is it accessible to its

users?

In a nutshell, the research problem central to this study was to ascertain what the role of
CALS as a UKZN special collection constitutes and to what extent the Centre is able to fulfil
its role in facilitating and enabling African scholarship at UKZN and in the broader
community. The originality of the work lies in the examination of the policy framework of
the constituent institutions of UKZN and the degree to which these policies have been both
coherent and used to guide action. In October 2013 the Deputy Vice-Chancellor in the
College of Humanities, Professor Cheryl Potgieter, requested that as CALS had missed the
previous round of reviews, the Quality Promotion and Assurance Unit at UKZN should
undertake a review. Prior to the 2013 review no substantial evaluation of CALS as a UKZN
special collection had been done. The review report (15 to 17 October 2013) is available for
critique and some of the originality of this thesis lies in its being the first academic study to
comment on and evaluate the review in the context of the history of CALS and in the light of

subsequent events.

1.2.2 Qutline of the research problem

This study investigates the role of CALS as a special collection and its contribution to

African scholarship is important for four primary practical reasons:

(1) There has until now been no substantial evaluation of the Quality Promotion and

Assurance (QPA) Unit or other reviews of CALS.



In addition to the QPA report, there have been review reports by Professor Anthonia Kalu
(2010) and Professor Donal McCracken (2011), the Buchanan library report in 2011, as
well as an assessment of the Centre by Professor Christine Stilwell (2011). The Kalu
report (2010) proposed guidelines for the establishment of a Centre for African Studies
(CAS), which would include CALS; the McCracken report considered CALS as one of
UKZN’s special collections as part of a larger review focus and made useful
recommendations, while the Buchanan library report included an advisory committee on
special collections. Stilwell’s assessment was in response to a request from Professor
Joseph Ayee (2010), then Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the College of Humanities,

regarding the reorganisation of centres and units in the College of Humanities.

The study focused exclusively on CALS to assess its viability as a special collection in
facilitating and enabling African literary studies at UKZN as well as evaluating the service

offered to its users.

(2) Those who work at CALS, as well as board members, should find the study useful
because it is expected that the study will offer guidance as to best practice for CALS.

(3) The study should expand our understanding of what constitutes African literary

studies at UKZN.

(4) The study should be able to inform external funders who may contribute monetary

assistance to CALS.

The core value of the study lies in the field of African scholarship. The study investigated
how CALS, as a special collection, enabled the pursuit of African scholarship at the

University and within the broader community.

The managers of the UKZN special collections, as custodians of African heritage, play a
crucial role in archiving, preserving and promoting African scholarship. In the pursuit of
African scholarship, it is of utmost importance to preserve Africa’s heritage. “Without
records and archives, it would be difficult for people to learn from past successes or failures”
(Ngulube 2004:144). Special collections are linked to the University’s academic libraries and
should play an important role in the University’s academic curricula. CALS currently offers a

service to UKZN staff, and undergraduate and postgraduate students, as well as to
5



international researchers and the general public. CALS also serves as a link to various
undergraduate and postgraduate programmes at UKZN, including language studies in
English, isiZulu, French, Afrikaans and subject-specific work in Information Studies. The
study is significant because the curators of UKZN are the custodians of our heritage and

promoters of scholarship in this field.

The mission statement of CALS reads: “To be a centre of excellence for research in the
field of African literary studies, with the aim of developing, disseminating and applying
its expertise as widely as possible” (CALS n.d.:2). However, to become a centre of
excellence for research in the field of African scholarship, several factors require
consideration. There exists a current drive to repatriate African artifacts, remains and
literature, a well-known example being that of Saartjie Baartman’s remains, which were
returned to South Africa and buried on 9 August 2002. This drive to repatriate African
artifacts and literature can perhaps be tied to the fact that in the 1990s the term ‘African
Renaissance’ was coined to “denote a patchwork of outcomes” which included “the
mobilization of indigenous knowledge, values and virtues” (Tomaselli 2003:1). For
example, CALS consists of various collections of African literature which have been
repatriated. Its initial collection was bought by UKZN in 2003 from Professor Lindfors
who had established the most comprehensive collection in the world of literature
published in Africa. The detail of how this actually came about is investigated in the
thesis. CALS is growing and since 2004 has acquired more African collections both
locally and abroad. Furthermore, with the African diaspora, African literature is scattered
throughout the world. The collections need to be identified and brought back to Africa,
either physically or through digital imaging. As far back as 1959, Killie Campbell

“received a plea from the United States National Museum for her to donate part or all of her
collection to them as they were planning a hall of African ethnology. Killie was totally against
her collection going to America as she felt strongly that items relevant to Natal history should

stay in Natal” (Pim 1990:52-53).

This is an early example of the importance attached to keeping Africana in Africa.



The study explored the question of what constitutes African identity. Chinua Achebe’s
primary focus in his writing has been African identity and he is highly critical of the way in

which Western literature has portrayed Africans. Nelson (1998:28) comments:

“A commanding figure in post-colonial literature, Achebe has played an enormously significant
role in re-appropriating Africa from the self-serving fictions and fantasies of Europe. Resistant
counter-narratives, his novels collectively offer a sustained intellectual challenge to European
constructions of Africa and its people ... His successful reclamation of Africa from the heart of

European darkness remains the central achievement of his life and art.”

Other African writers such as Ngiigi wa Thiong’o concur with Achebe. Ngiigi wa Thiong’o, a
strong advocate of writing in vernacular indigenous languages, argues that writing in African
languages is a necessary step toward cultural identity and independence from centuries of

European exploitation, thus posing crucial questions leading to the ongoing debate:

“Are we talking of literature about Africa or the African experience? Was it literature written by
Africans? What about a non-African who wrote about Africa? What if an African set his work in

Greenland—does this qualify?” (Ngtgi wa Thiong’o 1987:6).
These questions, which are central to the study, are discussed in detail in Section 6.3.

The most significant finding of the survey was the original noble vision of the founders to
create a centre that boosts the humanities and African literature at UKZN and especially on

the Pietermaritzburg campus, has been restricted by funding and staffing constraints.

The researcher was located at CALS as a librarian almost since the Centre’s inception in
2004, until June 2013, and has a special interest in the collection and its subsequent
development. In order to guard against bias and to ensure the validity of the findings, the
researcher adopted methodological triangulation. Triangulation is important as a means of
increasing the credibility and validity of the results and is elaborated on below under the

methodology adopted (1.6) and in Section 7.7.



1.3 Research problems and objectives: key questions to be asked

This section discusses the overall intent of conducting the study and the specific objectives
the study wanted to achieve. The section further presents the justification for conducting the

study and concludes with the delimitation of the study.

1.3.1 The purpose of the study

In order to answer the research question, the purpose of the study was to investigate the
development, role and the possible challenges which face CALS in its mission to contribute
to and facilitate the study of African literature at UKZN. It focuses on four strategic

objectives:

(1) The history and provenance of the CALS’s collection.

(2) The governance of CALS and the development of the collection policy.

(3) An examination of the role played by CALS and its collection in African literary studies.

(4) A consideration of what role the collection could play in UKZN and beyond.

To achieve the four objectives, a thorough study of the relevant literature was undertaken, as
well as a study of the relevant policy statements and document analysis of materials on or
about CALS. Furthermore, questionnaires were administered to undergraduate and
postgraduate students (both past and present) and researchers who use or have used CALS, as
well as the current and past staff members; furthermore, interviews with the original owners
of the two largest CALS collections, the initial founders of CALS, CALS’s directors and
acting directors (both past and present) were conducted in an attempt to answer the key

questions.
1.3.2 Research questions

The research questions based on the strategic objectives are:

1.What is the origin of CALS as a special collection, and what were the original custodial
obligations? Have these obligations been changed by subsequent policy development

and/or by actual practice?



2.In what way do the current UKZN policies (UKZN as the parent institution which
informs CALS’s policies) hinder or promote CALS in contributing as a special collection

for African literary studies?

3.Is CALS fulfilling its role in its contribution to African literary studies within UKZN

and the wider academic/research community?

4.What are the challenges facing CALS and special collections in general? (For example,
the question of what constitutes ‘Africanisation’, preservation strategies, collection-
development policies, access and documentation, staff shortages, financial constraints,
technology and digitisation, repatriation, fund raising, promotion of collections, physical

access and space issues.)

Question 1 investigated the Centre in depth. The researcher intended to establish whether
CALS, as a custodian of African literary studies, is fulfilling its original mandate in its
contribution to African literary studies more broadly. Sources of data included a thorough
literature review, document analysis, and a survey using questionnaires and personal

interviews.

Question 2 investigated the crucial questions: are the policies, such as collection
development, relevant and useful to the promotion of African literary studies? Sources of data

included document analysis, and surveys by questionnaire and personal interviews.

Questions 3 and 4 covered the evaluative aspect of CALS. Questionnaires were linked to Ian
Mann’s framework (2012) which is an evaluation of the institution’s functional strategy.

This framework is discussed in more detail in Section 2.8.

1.3.3 Justification for the study

A problem associated with special collections, and a focus of this study, is that often some of
the most valuable material for researchers in special collections is unavailable or ‘hidden’
which means that it is not easy to access because it has not been processed, usually because

of a shortage of staff.



Professor Malegapuru Makgoba, in his inaugural address as Vice-Chancellor of UKZN on
30 September 2005, made mention of one of the “important” UKZN initiatives, the Centre for
African Literary Studies, which he described as “a unique collection of African literature in
the world” (Makgoba 2005:18). Thus, at least in its public pronouncements, UKZN would
seem to recognise the importance of the role of such collections. According to Professor
Ayee’s assessment (as the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (DVC) of the College of Humanities) of
CALS dated 31 October 2011, “the purpose of the Centre is to serve as a centre for the study
of African literature within Africa”. The University needs to ensure that CALS is fulfilling
this mandate as well as interfacing with the goals and objectives of the University in

furthering African scholarship.

CALS has offered a service to students, researchers and the public since 2004, but the success
of this service has never been reviewed in depth. The motives behind the creation of CALS
require examination. How do the current operating policies compare with the original
institutional policies? An examination of both the historical and policy records of UKZN’s
original purpose for establishing CALS as well as the subsequent CALS policies shed light
on this matter. Sources include the UKZN archives, CALS files, including all the
documentation related to the 2013 QPA review, and the UKZN foundation. Furthermore, it is
noteworthy that CALS has had nine directors/acting directors in the 11 years since the
launch: the effect of this lack of continuity in leadership upon policy, practice and day-to-day
administration is one of the sets of issues which the study investigated. Another question is:

how did each director envision CALS in relation to African literary studies?

Furthermore, and the crux of the research problem, is that the search for a definition of what
actually defines African literature has elicited considerable debate which includes African
diaspora writing. For example, does African literature consist solely of the literature written
in Africa, or is it literature written about Africa? Is it the author’s language or place of birth
or ethnicity that determines African literature as discussed by Zell and Silver (1971:vii1) or, as
mentioned by Jahn (1966:22-24), is it the actual style of the writing which classifies it as
African? The very idea of what actually constitutes Aftrican literary studies challenges
understanding and begs the question as to what African literature actually is and what
constitutes an African writer. Since UKZN’s goal is that the Centre for African Literary

Studies is to become pivotal in terms of advancing African scholarship and in nurturing
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Afrocentric research, this topic needed to be explored. Furthermore, it is anticipated that the
CALS be integrated more fully with teaching and learning at UKZN, which raises the crucial

issue of CALS’s ability to still further meet the curriculum requirements.

In his account of the collection, Zell (2001:1) states that “the library is very comprehensive
indeed, and I was unable to find gaps of any significance”. However, subsequent to this
statement, there has been a lack of systematic purchasing of material for reasons which are
enlarged upon in the literature review. Despite this lack, since 2004 the original Lindfors
collection has been supplemented by a number of additional collections, both purchased and

donated.

Literature on special collections in the South African context is limited and the researcher
therefore extended the search to international literature on special collections. Her
preliminary perusal of the literature revealed the importance of the formulation of
development policies which govern special collections. Problematic issues and challenges
facing special collections have been highlighted by local scholars such as Hart (2002) and
Darch (2004) and are outlined below.

(a) Collection (acquisition) development policies and Africanisation

According to Hart (2002:60) prior to 1994, many university curricula in [South] Africa were
largely Eurocentric in content. These curricula have become more ‘Africanised’ and it is
important that collections reflect this change and that collections be built up accordingly. For
example, UKZN commits to being the premier university of African scholarship, thus the
special collections should reflect this commitment. Darch (2004:190-194) highlights salient

points concerning collection policies in Africa which are key to this study:

e “African Studies do not constitute an easily demarcated discipline” and “its meaning
has changed and continues to change over time” (Darch 2004:192). “The difficulties
are not only geographical [but also entail] which social sciences fall within the
framework [of African studies] and which ones are excluded?”” (Darch 2004:194).

e “Are African Studies like law, or music, or fine-arts disciplines typically supported
by a literature that is so physically or bibliographically ‘different’ that practice
requires separation?”” (Darch 2004:190).
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e “Why do African academic institutions need to have special academic centres and
Special Collections devoted to Africa in the libraries? ... What do we mean by an
African Studies collection in the library when presumably the collection development
policy of the whole university library service is also committed to using national
experience as a point of departure for the local production of knowledge?” (Darch
2004:190-191). After all, says Hart (2002:61), “should not all academic libraries in
African countries be deemed African Studies Libraries in that their holdings should
reflect the continent in which they exist?”

e “Should an Africa-focused collection in Africa include diaspora studies, or collect
works on the Black experience in the United States, the Caribbean and Brazil?”

(Darch 2004:192).

The above points were also highlighted by Praeg (2011) in the Mail and Guardian and were
actively debated when the Centre for African Studies at the University of Cape Town was
facing closure. The debate raged around the question of whether “the University of Cape
Town should incorporate its Centre for African Studies (CAS) into a larger interdisciplinary
school of critical studies under the aegis of ‘Afropolitanism’ or whether it should let the
centre retain its autonomy” (Praeg 2011: paragraph 2). This situation is pertinent to this study

of CALS.

It is important for the University of KwaZulu-Natal “to reconfigure [itself] as an African
university in an African country, rather than — as Nadine Gordimer suggested with reference
to South Africa — as ‘an Africanized outpost of the West’” (Gordimer 1999 in Makgoba
2005:13). However, there are difficulties in defining an African identity as mentioned above.
Chinua Achebe, in an interview with Kwame Appiah, a prominent Ghanaian author, in the
early eighties discussed the difficulties of defining the ‘African identity’ and stated,
importantly, that “the African identity is still in the making. There isn’t a final identity that is
African. But at the same time, there is an identity coming into existence” (Seepe 2004:18;

Makgoba 2005:13). The thesis will explore these views in seeking to establish their veracity.

(b) ‘Hidden collections’ and access

One of the most important roles of any public collection is its accessibility. ‘Hidden

collections’ are unprocessed material, and the lack of finding tools thus hinders access.
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Because hidden collections are uncatalogued, or, in the case of archival materials,
unprocessed, it puts them at greater risk of loss or theft and if they are stolen, the lack of

documentation would make them more difficult to recover (Yakel 2005:97).

(c) Financial issues and staffing

“A significant threat to keeping African heritage in Africa is the poaching of collections by
wealthy First World purchasers” (Hart 2002:63). It is also unfortunate that, according to Hart
(2002:65), so many institutions have reported that “they have not been able to continue or to
start projects because of the lack of sufficient funds”. This would most certainly impede

special collections in their ability to collect, preserve and promote African scholarship.

(d) Preservation strategies

No library development policy will be complete without provision for the safety of the
collections and disaster preparedness. “We need good preservation plans, comparable to
national health plans and a good building is our first defence”, advises Alexio Motsi, the
Deputy Director of Preservation at the South African National Archives and Records Service
(NARS) (Motsi 2012:1). The study also investigated the suitability of the CALS’s building in

terms of factors such as its configuration and stability of temperature and humidity.

(e) Other challenges include:

Technology and digitisation and concern over the stability and problems of obsolescence;
promotion of the collections; policies about fundraising and donations; and accessibility,

including physical access and space issues.

In a nutshell, it is the issues surrounding access, collection policies and their challenges
(including mission and vision and repatriation policies), staffing, funding, promotion of
collections, preservation strategies and general ‘housekeeping’ at CALS that are investigated
as these affect directly the efforts of the curators of special collections to fulfil their roles of

collecting, disseminating and preserving African heritage and scholarship.
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1.3.4 Delimitation of the study

The study is confined to the Centre for African Literary Studies at UKZN, while other

collections are of contextual interest.

1.4 Definition of key terms and concepts used in the study
The following terms and concepts are used in the study:

1.4.1 Archive

The Oxford advanced learner’s dictionary of current English (2000:53) describes ‘archive’

as:

Noun: “A collection of historical documents or records of a government, a family, a

place or an organization; the place where these records are stored.”

Verb: “To put or store a document or other material in an archive, to move information

that is often not needed to a tape or disc to store it (computing).”
1.4.2 Afrocentrism

(Abstract noun ‘Afrocentricity’)

Afrocentrism is a way of looking at the world which emphasises the importance of Africa
and its people in culture, philosophy and history. It tries to restore the continent to its

rightful place in the world (Dell 2012:11).

Asante (2007:2) describes ‘Afrocentricity’ as follows:

“Afrocentricity is a paradigmatic intellectual perspective that privileges African agency within
the context of African history and culture transcontinentally and trans-generationally. This means
that the quality of location is essential to any analysis that involves African culture and behaviour

whether literary or economic, whether political or cultural.”

The theory was popularised by Asante in his article entitled “Afrocentricity”. Afrocentrism is

described in more detail in Section 2.3.
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1.4.3 Eurocentrism

Oxford Dictionaries: Language Matters (2014) defines ‘Eurocentrism’ as “focusing on
European culture or history to the exclusion of a wider view of the world; implicitly

regarding European culture as pre-eminent”.

1.4.4 Special collections

The University of Maryland University Libraries (2015) defines ‘special collections’ as

follows:

“Special Collections have characteristics that set them apart from other types of collections in

libraries. These special aspects may include:

e Rarity: books, manuscripts and other materials that are old, scarce or unique.

e Format: photographs, slides, films, audio recordings, maps, artworks, artefacts and other
objects that need special handling.

e Comprehensiveness: accumulation of materials that are individually not unique, but
collectively make up an important resource because of their relevance to a particular

topic or individual.”

These characteristics also mean that special collections are not readily replaceable and
require a higher level of security and special preservation environments to ensure their
survival. In contrast to museum collections assembled for visual display, special
collections focus on research as their primary mission. Thus, they complement general
research collections and are often located in institutions that house both kinds of

collections.

1.5 Principal theories upon which the research project is constructed

The research is based in African literary studies, not in African studies per se, and draws on a
theoretical framework of Afrocentrism as promoted, for instance, by Cheikh Anta Diop.
Diop, a Senegalese scientist, historian and politician, was one of the early thinkers in the
development of an Afrocentric viewpoint. Afrocentrism is a way of looking at the world that
emphasises the importance of Africa and its people in culture, philosophy and history. It tries

to restore the continent to its rightful place in the world (Dell 2012:11).
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Molefe Kete Asante explains further that Afrocentric philosophy “has become one of the
most persistent influences in the social sciences and humanities over the past three decades”

(Asante 2007:180).

In the Afrocentric theoretical framework, emphasis is placed on a focus on meaning from the

point of view of the African heritage rather than from outside it.

“It is therefore like any centric paradigm — one that occupies a center perspective. How alien
must an African American child feel in those cases where the information being presented makes

the child feel like an outsider?”” (Asante 2007:81).

The Afrocentric theoretical position is essentially about location (Asante 2007:31). This
position correlates with the research problems, namely the discussion on the geographical
location of African studies and the debate in Africa as to whether African literature should be
separated from academic libraries or be an integral part of all academic libraries, thus
reflecting the continent in which it exists. This discussion is also in line with UKZN’s vision
of being the premier university of African scholarship, replacing the previously Eurocentric
approach with a more Afrocentric perspective. The questions: “Is the separation a product of

a particular era” and “Is it no longer necessary”” have been asked in the thesis.

The study sought to investigate whether or not an Africa-focused collection in Africa should
include diaspora studies, such as works on the black experience in the Caribbean, Brazil and
the United States. The Afrocentric theoretical framework provides evidence of discourse on

this topic:

“Afrocentrism strives to create new forms of discourse about Africa and the African diaspora,
impact on education through expanding curricula to be more inclusive, change the language of
social institutions to reflect a more holistic universe, and revitalize conversations in Africa,
Europe, and America about an African renaissance based on commitment to fundamental ideas

of agency, centeredness and cultural location” (Asante 2007:180).

The study also researched what is seen by Achebe as African identity which, for him, is in the
making. Asante (2007:109) states that the Afrocentric idea is “unthinkable without African

agency”’. However, he differentiates between Afrocentricity and Africanity by saying:
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“Afrocentricity seeks agency and action (and is very specific on its reliance on self-conscious
action) and the other, Africanity, broadcasts identity and being. Actually, Africanity refers in its
generality to all of the customs, traditions and traits of people of Africa and the diaspora” (Asante

2007:109).

In an Afrocentric framework, Africans are taught to view themselves “as centered and central
in their own history ... rather than as marginals on the periphery of political or economic
experience”. They should not be viewed merely as spectators (Asante 2009a: paragraph 5).
Afrocentricity is thus a “paradigm based on the idea that African people should re-assert a
sense of agency”. Information is looked at from a black African perspective rather than from
a white perspective (Asante 2009a: paragraph 1). This perspective ties in with the crux of the

research problem, namely the search for a definition of what African literature actually is.

Other approaches to Afrocentrism have been put forward by scholars such as Wilson Moses
and Marimba Ani, but this thesis will focus mainly on the view of Asante. The theory was

popularised by Asante in his work Afrocentricity.

One of the key questions of the study relates to the history and provenance of CALS, a
question that is historical in nature, and necessitates the examination and analysis of various
documents to make sense of and understand why CALS was established and what the original
custodial obligations were. Thus the study entails archival research within an interpretivist
paradigm. Archival research concerns both analysing and interpreting historical events in the

context in which they occurred.

“[By] looking at a string of seemingly random events, the historical researcher develops a rational
explanation for their sequence, speculates about cause-and-effect relationships among them, and
draws inferences about the effects of events on individuals and the society in which they lived”

(Leedy and Ormrod 2010:164).

The study required archival research as well as survey research using questionnaires and
interviews within an interpretive framework. An identification and analysis of policy
documents and reports pertaining to UKZN and in particular the Centre for African Literary
Studies was undertaken, and thus the researcher had to “dig deep [and] make every effort to
find first-hand accounts and artifacts of an event — newspaper clippings, legal documents,

diary events, eyewitnesses, relevant objects — and from such basic sources [try] to establish a
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coherence that gives meaning to [the historical development of CALS]” (Leedy and Ormrod
2010:165). Thus the purpose of archival research is to “reconstruct the past systematically
and objectively by collecting, evaluating, verifying, and synthesizing evidence to establish
facts and reach defensible conclusions, often in relation to particular hypotheses” (Powell and
Connaway 2004:60). In order to answer the third and fourth objectives of the study, namely
the present role of CALS and its collection in African Literary Studies as well as considering
the future role which CALS can play in UKZN and beyond, a “systematic collection and
objective evaluation of data related to past occurrences in order to tes