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CIIAPT ER I . INTI~OlHJCTION: THE HISTORIOG RAPHY OF AFRICAN

IND EP ENDENT CHURC HES

Af r ican indep endent churches - autonomous church groups
wi th Af r ican l eaders and a wholly African membership 
hav e, i n the l ast twenty years, been the subject of inten

s ive s t udy by r epres entatives of almost every branch of
the soc i al sciences . The unprecedented growth of these

churc hes i s a ma j 6r r eason for this interest. It is
es t i ma ted that there are today at least 9 000 such churches
i n Africa , with a members hi p of over ten million. South
Af r i ca a l one has appr ox i mat e l y 3 500 churches. 1

The appr oac hes and standpoints .adopt ed in the numerous
studie s of independent churches are too numerous to be dealt

wi t h i nd i vi dua l l y . Generall~ scholars have either undertaken
an ex ha us t i ve cas e-study of a particular church or group of
c hu r ches 2 or have attempted to put forward a general explan

a t i on f or the emergence of independent churches in a specific
regi on . 3 Ten year s ago, Barrett, in a mammoth study, est

a bl ishe d a "tribal zei tgeis t", or s cale of religious tens ion
wh ich must be pres ent to some degree in an African soc iet
i f independency is to develop. 4 Both these kinds of studies
have y i elded f r u i tful r esu l t s ; indeed, they complement each
other. What has been lacking, however, is any kind of inter-

disciplinary/.~..

1.

2 .

3 .

4 .

Oosthu izen, G.C., "The 'Separatist' Churches in South
Af rica" , unpublished lecture, University of Durban-Westvill
May, 197 8 , P 1.

See, f or example, Tur ner , H. W. , Afr ican Inde8endent
Church , (2 vols). (Oxford, 1967); Saunders, ., "Tile
and the Thembu Church", Journal of African Hi s t or y , Vol.
XI, 1970 ; Welbourn, F.B. and Ogot,Bfi., A Place to Feel
a t Home , (London, 1966); Mqot s 1 , L. and Mkele, N.
" I bandl a Li ka Krestu: A Separatist Church", Afric~n Studies
Vo1. 3 , 1946.

See Pauw, B.A., Religion in a Tswana Chiefdom (Oxford 1964 '
Danee l , M.L. Old and New 1n Southern Shona Independent .
Churches, (2 vols) (The Hague, 1974); Oosthuizen G.e.
Pos t-Chr istianity in Afr i ca , (London, 1968). ' ,

Barre t t , D.B., Schism and Renewal in Africa, ~ondon. 1968)
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di sciplinary approach to the study of African Independent
Churc he s . Turner observes that " ... studies are being made
f r om within so many different discip.lines that the_ communi

cation necessary between workers in any field of study is
not taking _ lace as it should". 5 In the study of a pheno

menon like religion, co-operation between practitioners
of the different social sciences would seem to be essential.

In comparison with the numerous works which have appeared

on African independent churches in other parts of the continent
in the last twenty years, South African independent churches
have received very little attention. This is surprising in view

of the remarkable proliferation of independent churches in

~
thi S region. In the first uarter of this century, when

" Ethio ianism" was ' wed 'n South ica as aRe--. threat to the maintenance of the existin olitical order,-- -

(

overnment officials and commissions conducted surve~~ ~nt o

the_phenomenon. _M! s s i onar i es f~r_w~qm the i~~penden~

churches represented a direct challen e als e orks
on this subj e ct . 7 In 1948, Bengt Sundkler' s Bantu Prophets in

South Africa was published. 8 Sundkle '5 · work was based on

extensive field-work in Natal and Zululand; he pioneered the
academic study of independent churches in this region. His
major contribution was to provide an in-depth analysis of the
structures of leadershi and membership in Zulu indep~nde_n_t __

churches.
Although/ ....

5.

6.

7 •

8 ·

Turner, H.W., "A Methodology for Modern African Religious
M~:,ements", Comparative Studies in Society and History,
Vll, 3, 1966, P 284.

The S~cretary.for Native ~ffairs papers in the Pretoria
and .Pletermarltzburg Archlves contain numerous reports
on lndepen~ent churches. See also U.G. 39-'25, Report
of the Natlve Churches Commission, 1925.

The . mos t well-~nown of these is Rev. A.A. Lea's The
Natlve setaratlst Church Movement in South Africa-TCape
Town, 192 ).

Sundkl e r , B.G.M., Bantu Prophets in South Africa, (London,
1970, revised edition).
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Al th ough Sund kler laid firm foundations for future
r e s earch ers i n South Africa, very little has been done
s i nce Bantu Prophets f i r s t appeared. A few case-studies
of i nde pe ndent chur ches have been conducted,9 but no
cohe rent ex lanatioIl-.for t_he emer ence_o Independent;

ch urche s in this re ion has been formulated. This state- -
of affa i r s is not peculiar to the study of independent
churc hes . Shula Marks has noted that in the field of
Sout h African studies as a whole, there has been "an
apparent dearth of an y ana l yt i c a l breakthrou h until
compa r atively recent li '· Moreover, interdisciplinary
co-operation has been conspicuously absent in South African

studies.

Mo st of the literature dealing with the African

I ndepende nt Church Movement recognises two main types of
church. Et h "o ian churches are those which have "seceeded

from white mission churches largely ~n racial grounds". il: \,k-v'..&J\ c.J.}
They are often motivated by nationalist as irations. I r

Doctrinal differences are seldom the _caus e of secession
and the Et hi op i an churches normall retain the liturgy

. and churc organisation of the parent body. Z Z~on{st

churches, on the other hand, represent a ."pen~ecostal

healing movement , stressing the influence of the Hol S irit
in various ways, and combining both African and European

cultural/ .•••

9 . See Dub b , A.A., Communit of the Saved: An African
Revivalist Churc 1n t e East Cape, Jo annes urg, 1976);
West, M., Bishops and Proehets in a Black Citr, (Cape
Town , 1975); Saunders, "T11e and the Thembu Cliurch".

10 . Ma r ks, S . , "South African Studies Since World War Two"
in Fyfe , C. (ed.) African Studies Since 1945, (London,'
1976), p 186.

11 . Sund kler, Bantu Prophets, p 53.

12. For de tai l s of this distinction, see Oosthuizen "The
' Separ~t~st' Churches", pp 5-7; West, M., "Peopie of
the Sp1r1t", Journal of Theology for Southern Africa,
vol. 7 , 1974, pp 23-24; Turner, H.W., "Classification
~nd Nomenc l a t ur e of Modern African Religious Groups",
1n Haywar d , V. E. W. ~d~, Afr ican Independent Church
Movement s , (Edinburgh, 1963), p 14.
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cultural e l ement s . " l 3 They have normally had little contact

with white missionaries. An African church leader in South
M- . a stat es that the feren ce between Ethiopian
and Zi oni s t churche ffer "

_ _ w..u.e.I:.3~]!'t)J¥", while the Zionist leaders are "prophets of
psychological liberation".14

The r e are obvious di ed in the classi-

f i ca t i on of African churches. Individual churches do not
always f i t neatl y. into one or other category. Sundkler
found that "within one particular organisation which is in
principle either Zionist or Ethiopian, there ma be stron
tendencies towards the other type of independent church."
Ther e are also bound to be " eviant" churches which fit into

neither categor~ While these problems are not serious
enough to warrant abandoning this classification system
altogether, a more direct challenge has come from several
African writers, especially in South Africa, where classi
f i ca t i on has always been a delicate issue. Some years ago,

' ~L-.~N~. ~M~z:i~m7b~a~d~e~p~l~0~r~e~d~t~h~e~w~a~y-l~~n~w~l~c'li African cnurc es were

." os t r ac i zed and stigmatized by some unbecoming name". 1-0-- - 

A more recent writer sees the 'fferogatory labels" which
"westerners" apply to these churches as being part of a
cam ai n to discredit leaders and members. 17 The problem
with categorisation is that it tends to dehumanize those to

whom/•.•.

13. West, "People of the Spirit", p 24.

14. Mayatula, Rev. V.M., "African Independent Churches
Contribution to a Relevant Theology" in Becken, H.J.
( ed .) , Relevant Theology For Africa, (Durban, 1973) p 173.

15. Sundkler, Bantu Prophets, p SS.

16 . Mz i mba , Rev. 1. N. , "The African Church" in Taylor, Rev.
J .D. (e d .) Ch r i st ian ity and the Na t i ves of South Africa,
(Love dale , 1928), p 86.

17 . Ramusi , C., " C~urch .and.Homeland" i~ Sundermeier, T. (ed.),
Church and Na t! onal lS m I n South Afr~ca, (Johannesburg, 1975)
p 120. The wri t e r r e f ers here to terms like "schismatic"
" s eces s ion ist", and even "nat ivistic", all of which have'
been us ed t o desc ribe i ndepe nde nt churches.
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s cor e , the words of Sundkler
the leaders and members of

'----
these churche s are more than just objects for our sociological--- -- -- -

Q QU western cate~oLia and t y ologies.
and women before God, very much like

whom it is applied . On this
mus t be borne in mind: " ....

conc e pt ual Lz.a.t.Lon .
~-

The y are people, men

you and me".

in response to Euro-- -
been recognised that

The major concern of writers who have studied African

Independent Churches has been to explain ~hy the movements
emerged. IndeneD~ t churches are usually seen as arising
i n a onflict-situation. Thus much attention has been devoted

- - - - - - -=--:-- --to the emergence of independent churches
pean missionary policies. It has always- . /

the missionaries were on the whole pious and well-intentioned

i nd i vi dua l s ; yet it has been acknowledged that many of these
missionaries pursued policies that were short-sighted and

f . 1 19o ten lnto erant. Ii
, - ~

It is fori ..•.

r) )
I

In the first place 1ndependent churches may be seen
to have arisen in re ction to missionary denunciation of

/ .
.traditional belie fs and practi~es. Because religion is tied
to other aspects of the social order, it is not possible to
ha ve have a "cu} turally-n_aked" Christianity. 20 The miss ion- '-!.p /

aries who carr ied the Christian message to Africa in the
- - - - - --

second hal~ of the nineteenth century brought with the~, as
part and parcel of their religion, the pr~?uP2ositions and
cultural trappings__of their mother countries. These included
very definite ideas about traditional African societies. 2l

r

I
/

18. Sundkl e r , B.G.M. "What is at Stake ?" in Hayward (ed.)
Afr ican Independent Church Movements, p 30.

19. See Baeta, C.G. in the introduction to Baeta, C.G. (ed.)
Christ ianity in Tr op i ca l Africa, (Oxford, 1968)

20 . Shorter, A., African Culture and the Christian Church
(London , 19 73), p 69; O'Dea, T.F., The Sociology of R~ligion
(New Jersey, 1966), Chapter 1.

21 . Af r icans were generally regarded as "heathens", living
under "primitive" and "barbaric" conditions.
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It is f or thi s r ea son that recent writers have stressed the

need f or a c l ose exa mi na t i on of missionaries' home backgrounds

as an essent ia l ingr ed i ent in the understanding of missionary
. . Afr i 22strategIes In rI ca.

Wh il e miss i on societ ies in other parts of the world,

notably India, made determined efforts to "indigenize"

Chr is t i an bel i e fs and practice~ in Africa, with a few

exc ept i ons ,23 "a distinguish ing mark of missions has been

their almost un animous refusal to incorporate elements of

the local traditional cults in any shape or form within
24

the Christian system of relig ious thought and practice".

Christianity was brought to Africa clearl stam ed "Made in

Eur ope" or "Made in America". _5 For the African

acceptan e of the message of the Gospel wa
roof of his commitment to Christianit . t~h'e~m~i~s~s~l;'o=n==a=:l=e=s==~

demanded that he renounce not only. his former religious beliefs,

but all aspects of the traditional social order. The very hymns

converts s ing and the prayers they repeated were imported

directly from the missionaries' home countries. An African

participant at the World Council of Churches Conference on

African Independent Church Movements in 1962 remarked that

"(the) missionaries did not just give Africa Christ and leave

Africa to repent. They said: 'If you want to belong to
-C rist, y~ must s e C!_ a ~_t·.=l}, ke tj~~__wh·it~~':" - - -
---:---'.--. 0 IJ_t ,,\ <If-(( ;(t r --1 r t : ~. Missionaries/ ..••

/ J 1 I1 ~ ~ (or.

22.

23.

24 .
25 .

See, for example, Baeta in th~ i dtroduction to Christianity
in Tropical Africa, p xiii; Beidelman, T.O., "Social Theory
and the Study of Christian Missions in Africa", Africa,
Vol. XLV, 1974. For an example of this kind of study see
Hinchcliff, P., "The 'English-speaking' Churches and South
Africa in the Nineteenth Century," Journ"al of Theolow for
South Africa, No. 9, 1974.

Bishop Colenso of Natal is a famouS exception to this rule.
He strongly advocated the setting up of indigenous churches
and opposed missionary attempts to do away with "traditional'
customs. In the 1850's he entered into a bitter debate with
A~erican miss ionary Lewis Grout over the question of polygam)
HIS views were to bring him into disrepute not only with
other mi s sionary societies, but with his own church.

Baeta in the introduction to Chr~stianity in Tropical Africap
Mangope, L.M. "The Role of the Church in Independent Home
lands" i n Sundermeier(ed.) Church and Nationalism, p 107
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~liss i ona ries mounted an ea r l y attack on the traditional
insti t utions of l obo la , polygamy and the leverite. Converts
were normal ly remove d f r om the "tribal" setting and went
to live on mis s ion "stations" .27 The distinguishing marks
~~:;...=.....::=--.:::.::-=---.::.:.=..::..::.=.:..:.:--=-=...::.::..==---.::...-----=-:::..:-.=.:.~~--...;:.-:--

of t hes e stat i ons were their rectangular houses and the
---

, \,

Wes tern dr e s s and impl ements us ed by-the inhabitants. It
was ac kn owledg~d by mis s i ona~i es t hat the purpose of t e
s ta t i on syst em was to remove prospective converts from the
in fluen ce of "heathen" practices. 28 It has been noted
t ha t i t wa s this a s pec t of missionary policy which earned
f or miss i ona ries the dislike of African chiefs . .The -

- r

attitude of chiefs towards Christianity depended partly on '

t he pol it ical benefits which missionary work could secure
f o r t hem. The Sotho chief Moshoeshoe personally invited
F re~ch missionaries into his territory because he hoped
they could mediate betwe en him and the British imperial
authorities. _Di ngane king of the Zulus and ~he ruler of
an independent territo ry, wished to have as little to do
with the white man as poss ible and placed severe obstacles
in the way of missionary work. 2~ Many chiefs were opposed
to missionary work because the Africans who went to live

- - - --- ----------- -
on mission-stations were removed from their jurisdiction,
and often failed to continue to fulfil their tribal obliga

tions/ ....

~

I

26 . Hayward (ed.), African Independent Church, p 8.
27. These were parcels of land which were granted to

mis sionary bodies by the colonial authorities. This
pol icy was widespread in South Africa and was also
practiced in other parts of Af rica.

28 . Hut chinson, B., "Some Social Consequences of Nineteenth
Century Missionary Act ivity among the South African
Bantu," Africa, Vol. xxvii, 19"57, P 162. See also
Di nne r s t e i n , M., "The American Board Mission to the
Zul u , 1835-1900", (unpublished Ph.D. Thesis Columbia
Un i ve rsity, 19 71), Ch 1. '

29. Wil l iams, D., "African Nationalism in South Africa Origins
and Pr obl erns" , J our na l of African History, Vol. XI; No. 3,
1970, P 375 ; Ayande1e , E.A., The Miss"ionary Impact on
Modern Ni ge r i a , 1842-1914, (London, 1971), p S.
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t i ons . The chiefs_'_Qpp-o~ition also stemmed from the fact
that their authority was vested in the v.errJl t ..r.aditions which

I
. ., . t d t 30 -tl e mlSSlonarles were trYlng 0 es roy.

The missionaries' attitude towards traditional African

customs seemed to stem from "(an) unwitting ignorance of
the p~s_itive_ yalues of th~A~~ican way of life.,~l A glaring
example of the mis~ionarie~ lack of any sociological under
standing of African social practices is the way in which most
of them viewed lobola. Instead of seeing this practice,
as it is seen today, as the cementing of a social relationship

between two contracting .families, missionaries viewed lobola

as the purchasing of a wife. 32 It is easy, in the light of
recent findings on these practices, to censure missionaries
for their shortcomings. Once _again, however, it is necessary-- -to look at the missionaries' background for an explanation.
Many of . the missionaries who worked in Africa were too pre

occupied with the running of their own affairs to engage
------ - - -

in ethnographic studies of the societies among which they
laboured. 33 As they were among the first Europeans to enter

the colonial territories, there were very few available works
which they could consult. 34

While some Africans were prepared to forsake their
"traditional" way of life in order to enjoy the benefits
accruing to them from conversion to Christianity, many
reacted strongly to the assault on their traditions. After

an initial/ .•..

30. Kuper, H., "The Swazi Reaction to Missions", African
Studies, Vol. 3, 1956, P 178.

31. Barrett, Schism and Renewal, p 86.

32. Hutchinson, "Some Social Consequences", pp 171-172.

33. Hinchcliff, ~The 'English-speaking' Churches", p 30;
Barrett, Schlsm and Renewal, p 88.

34. The missionaries ' came to Africa before anthropology
became a recognised discipline. Even if they had been
keen to do so, therefore, it is unlikely that they would
have been able to conduct studies into traditional customs.
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initial interest in missionary teachings, African societies

beg an to empl oy a wide variety of resistance techniques
aga i ns t missionaries, and church attendance- dropp~d co~sider
ably.35 For those converts who, for religious reasons or '· ·

otherwise,36 remained within the Church, the struggle against.
missiona r y demand s c ~n~ in~~d. Many found it well-nigh im-
pos s ible to comply with the requirements imposed on them.
A convert who be fore he became a Christian, had married a

number of wives, or a woman who was married to a polygamous
husb and, found it difficult to fulfil the missionaries' stan

dard of monogamy. --. -For many Africans who found themselves in these kinds
of situations, the Independent Churches offered an attractive

alternative. Independent "churches , on the whoie, have
adopted a far mo r e f lex i bl e attitude towards African tradition

al practices. I ndeed , among the Zi on i s t group in particular,

there is often a speci fic adherence to polygamy and other

aspects of the traditional social order. 37 All the independent
churches have "ind igenized" African Christian worship, by
the introduction of Afric an music and African hymns, and
by the use of "ecstatic'" elements ·o{ 'wor s h i p .

It would thus seem that independent churches are

primarily a "negative reaction to mission",and indeed, this
is how they often have been portrayed. A more recent school
of thought, which counts among its chie proponent Turner
and D.B. B , has challenged this interpretation and sees

churche Father- as "a af
Christianity/ ••••

.35 . . Et her i ngt on , N. , "Mission Station Melting -Pots as a
Fact or in the Rise of South African Black Nationalism"
The International Journal of African Historical Studie~
Vol. IX, No. 4, 1976, pp 593-594. '

36. The r e ,we r e many reasons for Africans becoming Christians
and~ 1n many cas es , the religious motive was not the
~om1nant one. Economi c and social factors played an
1mportant role. See Ibid, pp 593-599.

37. Sundk l er, Bantu Prophets, p SS.
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Ch.r.i.s.t.Lan.i t_ Barrett and others have likened
the de. t hu ches in Africa an
Re fo rmation of the sixteenth century.39 Like the Protestant

. churches which grew out of the Reformation, the African
chur ches ~re not denying the truth of the Christian message,
but are dissatisfied with the particular form in which

----Chr i ; t i ; n i t y -h~s been presented to them. The African 'r e f or m-
or 41 •• - ...

ation, like its European predecessor ~ relied heavily on the

availability of the scriptures in indigenous languages.

Initially, African converts relied on the European mission
a r i es as a.n erpret.ers of tIle Gospel: "At "t he start the
missi-onary was the sole and absolute' autho r i t y ; he alone

had access to the sources and his word was accepted as
infallible.,,40 In the last quarter of the nineteenth century- - -- .- .. ... ~ . .. .. ..
the Bible was made a~ailable in many dif~erent Afri~an lan-
guages, and a large proportion of African Christians were
literate: "The moment the African Christian could read the

Bible for himsel f,especially the OJd Testament, he found
himself introduced to a world much more closely resembling

-.. - ... .. - .: ..
his own than the world of the European. Inevitably he
b;gan to ask questions." 41 Converts found, for instance,

that polygamy was no~ forbidden in the Bible; that, indeed,
the forefathers had practised it. Independent churches in

" .
South Africa place great stress on the teachings of the Bible;

and customs and laws of individual churches are supported by
reference to the scriptures. 42

Apart from reasserting African customs and traditions,
the independent churcnes have p'rov~ded opportunities for
leadership and for self-gpver ~nt in church matters which

the mission/ .•.•

38. Barrett, Schism and Renewal, p 161.

39. ' Ibid; see also Budaz a , G.S., "The Native Separatist
CKUrch Movement", (unpublished M.A. Thesis University
of South Africa, 1948), p 19. '

40. Bishop S.C. Neill in the introduction to Barrett, Schism
and Renewal, p XV.

41. Ibid.

42. See Sundkler, Bantu Prophets, Ch VII.
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the missions churc hes , pa r t icul ar l y Protestant Mi s s i on s , have ofte

withheld. Theor e t i c a l l y , most Protestant missionary
societies which sent missionaries to Africa in the nine-
te enth centu;y subscribed to Henry Venn's 43 formula of

a "se lf-supporting, self-governing and self- ropagating"

h ° f 1 ° d ° 0 ° 45 Af °t e relns 0 contro to an ln 1genpus_mlnlstry. rlcan
men W0 nad been educated at mission schools were employed
as preachers and a few were ordained. In Nigeria, Venn
himself appointed ex-slave Samuel A. Crowther Bishop of
the Ni ge r Mission. 46 But ordinations were the exception
rather than the rule; and in almost all instances the

missionaries retained control over finance and the formu

lation of policy.

African c e role of the missionaries was to

establish churches and to train an African astorate.
Once congregations had reached the stage of being able to
support their own clergy the missionaries would move on
to f r e s h , unevangelized fields. In this way, the conversion

of the entire continent would b.e-·Sf~~~~~~Wij~~~~==~~~_

practice, missionaries roved ver uc t an

It has been frequently noted that many of the leaders
of independent churches have been men who have either

quarrelled with missionary superintendents or have entered
° d i ° h h f i 47lnto lsputes concernlng c urc lnances. Mangena Mokone
broke awa t e an church in Johannesburg in 1892

and formed the Ethiop~an Church after a disagreement with

43. Church Missionary Society CMS Secretary, 1842-1872.

44. Ayandele, The Mi s s i onar y Impact, pp 180-181; Sundkler,
Bantu Prophets, p 29.

45 ~ Beidelman, "Social Theory and the Study of Chri'stian
Mi s s i ons " , p 248; Shepherd, R.H.W., "The Separatist
Churches of South Africa", The International Review of
Missions, Vol. XXVI, 193 7, pp 458-459.

46 . Aya nde l e , The Miss ionary Impact, p 182.
47. See, for example, Lea, The NativeSepar·at·i's·t Church

Movement , p 30; Report of the Native Chur'che's Commission
p 26. '
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Episco a l Church ..

1 2 •

Barotseland. "the_AfI:ican t1e.thod i s t
other thin s a means of

prot est ... against
the mission churches
who se r ve d f or ea r s a s
powe r s and privile ge s of

have of f ered opportunijt~i~e~~~~~~a&~~.~~~~~~~~;;~~_

Church members who contributed

Independent chur ches develop in a Protestant rather
than a Catholic miss ionary environment. SI Only a handful

o h k f C 1 0

° 0 52of seceSSlons ave ta en place rom t c mlSS10ns.--The Catholic Church is r ega r ded by its adherents as indivisible
and to challenge this oneness is a serious transgression.
Catholic missionary bodies have incor orated traditional

practices i t e °t the church and have made con
scious e f forts to ins tall an indigenous ministry. Protes
tantism, on the other hand, entered Africa severely divided.

Many/ •..•

48. Lea, The Na t i ve Separatist Church Movement, p 30.

49. Henderson, I., "The Origins of Nationalism in East
and Central Af r i ca : The Zambian Case", Journal of
African History, Vol . XI, No. 4, 19 70, p 593.

50. This is not, of course, to suggest that no exploitation
of f ol l ower s by independent church leaders occurs.
Indeed , these leaders are frequently as (or more)
autocratic as missionaries,and financial exploitation
is a r el atively common occurrence.

51. Vilakazi, A., Zulti Transformations: A Study of the
Dynami c s of Social Change, (pietermaritzburg, 1965) pp 95-9

52. Mbiti, J.S., Afr ic·an· Rel igions and Philosophy, (London,
1974), p 233.

53 .

54 .
Ku per, "The Swazi Reaction to

Vidl e r , A. R. , The Church in an
Pelican Hi s t ory of the Church,

Missions", p 182.

A!e· of Revo l ut i.on . (The
1 68), vol. 5, p 253.
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Many writers have observed that, in establishing independent
chur che s , Africans have merel y': been following tile exampI
of denominationalism set for them by the mission churches:

"The logic, from the African point of view, is that since
missionaries belong to so many denominations, why should
Af ricans not have their own churches, founded and led by
fe l l ow African Christians ?" 55 Furthermore, it has been
tIle Protestant missions which have been most vociferous
i n their denunciation of the traditional way of life and
which have been most reluctant to entrust Africans with5n... ~ _

self-government.

Independent churches appear to have arisen as a

"reaction to mission", but this is not the only reason
for their existence. The missionaries did not work in
isolation and their achievements and shortcomings must be-viewed against the back round of the colonial milieu in ~

which they ope ra t ed , I ,

The debate over the nature and extent of the alliance.....

between missionaries and imperial authorities is still very
much alive. In the post-colonial phase of African stu 1es,
1t as been common to view missiO'l1aries as "agents
imperialism". An example of this kind of analysis
dele's statement that "In Yorubaland and the Niger
~

there was a necessary connection between missionary enter-
prise and British im erialism; the m1ss ipnaries p,re ared
the way for the . trader and, !idministrator. If Etherington
maintains that missionary s oc iet i.es in Natal and Zululand
attem . itiall to work within the confines of the
"tribal" structure, but welcomed British intervention
and the destruction of the Zulu power once they realised

, .t he extent/, •.•

55.

56.

57.

Mbiti, African Rel'igions, p 233. This point is particu
larly relevant for South Africa, where practically every
Western denomination has at some time undertaken mission
work.

See above, pp 6- 12 .
Ayandel.e, The Missionary Imp~~~, p 42. For a radical
analys1s of th1S k1nd see MaJeke, N. The Role of the
Missionaries in Conquest, (Johannesburg, 1952)
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. k 58elr wor .

with scant financial
ith the colonial
established, mission-

aut hor i t ies . Mi s s ion a ry so cieties,

r es 0ur ce s , we r ed~,~) e~'I!.:l~d.:e!!n~t~02Jna-.ttDse~J~c.a.JolU.wl-J.-s;...,.j;.QJw.I"iIrJ.=oc:=o=

go v e rnmen~ f or g ran ~s of land and for other forms of aid.
For the ir part, co l on i a l admin"stvators viewed missionary
work a s a "valuab l e instrulllent for the pacifying of the

59conque re d . "

Onc e t he im eria l
a r i es work ed in c l ose co- o

t he exte nt of chi ef !

It was hardly surprising that the missionaries, sharing

a s they did the sqcial and cultural values of the white
co l on i s t s , should i dentify more closely with this group than

wi t n their Afri c an conve r t s : "given the European source of
i mpe r l a l i sm, how f a r coul d an n (or, for tnat matter,
any white) missionary hold himself aloo f from the European (whit
col oni a l overnment of the t "erritor in whi ch lie worked ?"
While a great dea l of work still remains to be done on this
subj ect, how~ver, a c l os e r examination of the relationship
between missionaries and colonial authorities reveals that

the st.raight col l abor at i on thesis is a sim listic one. While
miss ionary societies accepted gratefully the protection and
practical benefits affor ded by imperial rule in Africa, many
became outspoken critics of the colonial regimes. Between
the colonial authorities and the missionaries there existed
sharp distinctions in aim and method : 61 ' M i s s i on~r i e s found-ver dubious value in many of the "benefits" which the
introduct ion of Eur opean rule brought to Africa. Particularly
i n the towns, Afri cans were e to a wide variety of
secular i nf luence s whi ch often ran contrary to missionary
t eachings. At the s ame time, "Europeans (in the colonies)
fre quent l y compl ained that the influence of the missionary

was less than had been hoped for", and some aspects of

. missionary/ .•.•

58.

59 .
60 .
6 l.
6 2 .

Et he r i ngt on , N. , "Social Theory and the Study of Christian
Miss i ons in Af r i ca : A South African Case Study," Africa,
vol . 47 , No . 1, 1 9 77, pp 36-37.

Barre t t . Schism and Renewal, p 87.
Baet a (~ j . ) Chrl~tlan1t~ 1n Tro~ical Africa, p 11.
Kuper , The Swaz 1 React10n to M1ssions" p 177
Hut chl ns on , "Some Social Consequences", 'p 169.
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missionary policy were strongly disapproved Of./ One of
reas ons why missionaries found it so difficult to invest

Afr ican congre ga t i ons in Nata1l~w~i~tlh~s~e~~,~~~uw~t-~~--

tha t the col on i a l overnment viewed with sus icion an
f his , own

If
It has long be en recognised that independent churches

emer . n to mission, but also as art

of the wider African the colonial resence in

Afr i c a . I ndeed , i t has been argued that anti-mission and

ant i - col oni a l protest are closely related since the
m1 s S10nary i s seen b A s a "colonial type".
In attempting to pinpoint specific aspects of colonial policy
wh i ch may have contributed towards the growth of the indepen
dent church movement, it is difficult to provide an explana

tion which embr ac es all those areas in which the phenomenon
appea r ed . Barr t r emarks that "it is always possible .•.
to s ugges t factors wh i ch offer satisfactory explanations
f or speci fic movements in spec i fic areas. Unfortunately
the s e explanations are seldom if ever valid for the entire
movement on a continental scale". 65 In South Africa, for
exampl e , it has been argued that independent churches were

primar1ly a response to the presence of a large white
se t t l e r 0 ulation an racial se 10n
whi ch permeated church and state. In other parts of the
continent , notabl y Wes t Africa, these factors have not been

present, yet there are numerous independent churches in
these regions/ .•.•

6 3 .

64 .

65.

In 1 902 The Na t a l Native Trust, to whom had been entrusted
the management of the mission reserves laid down a rule
that every mission station must be und~r the direct ' control
of a white missionary supervisor. See Welsh D. The
Root s of se~regation: Native POlic't 'i n' Colonial NaW
184 5-1 910 , Cape Town, 1973), p 25 . '
Oosthu i zen, Post-Christianity, p 6.
Ba r r ett, Schism and Renewal, p 96.
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these regions . 66 It is for these reasons that some writers

have maintained t ha t the po licies of missionaries are of

more impor tanc e in ex pla i ni ng the origins of independent
churc hes ; mis s i onaries were a f ac t or common to almost the
whol e of ~frica ~nd t hey ad opted very similar attitudes

towards tradit ional beliefs and practices.
S1

The r e i s one ex planat i on for the in~ependen~ church
movement wh ich has been applied n a continental scale.

Th[ s exp lanation i s based on an attempt to establish a
c onne c t i on oe twe en i nde end~nt hur.ches and African nation-
alism. c ntl the word "Ethio ianism"

to

was used as a "sf-non m for African nationalism"; and the
term still carries ra c ial, nationalistic connotations. 69

For some writers the s e churches represent the religious
or ideological st r and of African nationalism, and they have
been des cribed as t he " forerunners of later political mo~ements.1

Oosthuizen/ •.••

66 . Dougall, J. W. C., "African Separatist Churches", The
International Review of Missions, Vol. LXIV, No.-ri9,
1956, pp 257-258 .

67. A problem here lies in defining the precise meaning
of the term "nationalism". Several authors have sugg
ested that early resistance movements in Africa (inclu
ding the independent church movement) differed from later
nationalist movements in that they were essentially
backward-look ing and embraced tribal loyalties. Modern
Afr ican nationalism is 'modernistic in outlook and directed
towards the concept of territorial loyalty." For a dis
cus sion of th is issue see Ranger, T. O. "Connexions
between 'Primary Resistance' Movements and Modern Mass
Na t i onali sm i n Eas t and Central Africa", Part I, Journal
of African His t ory , XI, 3, 1968.

68 . Shepperson, G.,"Eth iopianism and African Nationalism",
Phy1on , Vol. XI V, 1953, plO.

69~ The modern de f inition of "Ethiopianisrn" includes these
characteri stics; see above p 3.

70 . Ba r re t t , Sch ism and Renewal, p 93; Rich, P., "Black
Pea sant s and Etfiiopianism in South Africa, 1896-1915",
(pa pe: ~res7nted to the Co~ference on the "History of
Oppos ltl0n l n Sout he r n Afrlca", University of the
Witwatersrand, J anua r y , 1978), P 1.
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and others maintain that these churches provided
~a~n~o:Su~tal~e=t:'~fo r "frustrated nationalism" at a time when all

avenue s of political activity were closed to the African
population. 71 Independent churches have sometimes embraced
distinct ethnic groups and have been set up as "national"

c urches, owing ultimate loyalty to their chiefs. The best~

known example of this kind of church is Tiles Thembu Church
(1884), which was the first independent church to be estab-
lished in South Africa. Tile formed close links with the

Thembu paramount, Ngangeliswe, and the church was used as
a platform for the artic . ~ances a ainst- .
tne Ca e Goyernment. A more modern example is the African
Congregational Church (ACe) which enjoys a large following

in Natal and Zululand. The ACe has set itself up as the
"national church of Zululand" and has attempted to gain the

patronage of the Zulu Royal Family. '

Despite these connections, independent churches have '
tended to remain outside the mainstream of African nationalism.
With the ormal African olitical organisat10ns
in South Africa, particularly the African National Congress

CANC) , independent church leaders ceased to play an active
role in politics. 73 Saunders observes that "those ministers
most active in politics remained in the orthodox churches,,?4

In Nigeria/ .•.• I

71. Oosthuizen, Post-Christianity, p 31; Mokitimi, S.M.,
"African Religion" in Hellmam, E., (ed.) Handbook on
Race Relations in South Africa, (Cape Town, 1949), p 570.

72. For Tile, see Saunders, "Tile and the Thembu Church",
pp 557-558; for the ACC see Sundkler, Bantu Prophets,
p 94.

73. Rich, "Black Peasants", plO; Welsh, P., The Rise of
African Nationalism in South Africa, (London, 1970), ~ 9.

74. Saunders, C.C. "The New African Elite in the Eastern
Cape and some Late Nineteenth Century Origins of African
Nationalism", in Collect'e'd Semina'r Pa'p'e'r's 'on' the Societies
of Southern Africa in the' Nineteenth 'and Twentieth Centurie~

vol. I, No. 10, London, 1969-1970, p ss.
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In Nig eria, Et hi op i ani sm had become a "spent force" by

1909, and educated Africans were looking to political
organisations which "had nothing whatsoever to do with

1 . . " 75r e Iglon .

~l t hough

the independent

somewhat te

the links between African nationalism and

church movement may be seen to have been
where

alwaxs been to out of
. ced that i dent church leaders

the American Methodist isco al Church (AME) .76 The
AME was a Negro independent church, founded by Richard

AlIen in Philadelphia in 1816 in response to the colour

bar practised by the white American Methodist Church. 77

In 1896 the South African Ethio ian Church under the

were involved in politics. These fears were reinforced
by the connection between these churches and Negro American

ideas and or&.anisati , .p'articularly. by' the alliance
was set up between South African indep'endent churche

newspaper,
Voice/ •.••

lea ership of James M. affiliated with the AME.

Sundkler suggests t at
had learnt of the AME

75.
76.

77.

78.

Ayandele, The Missionary Impact, pp 237-238.
At times these fears reached hysterical proportions.
See G.H. Nicholl's novel, Bayete !, (London, 1923)
for an example of the fears with which white South
Africans contemplated the "American Connection".
For details, see Sundkler, Bantu Proph~ts, p 40;
Hughes , H., "A Warning to White SoutJi Africa ;
G.H. Nicholl's and his novel, Bayete!" (unpublished
paper presented to the African Studies Literary
Seminar, University of the Witwatersrand 13 June 1978)

4 ' ,
P •

D~an: was a Wes~eyan minister who broke away from the
mISSIon church In 1896 after a dispute over finances.
He subsequently joined Mokone's Ethiopian Church.
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., . S h Af r i 79Voice of Missions, which was dlstrlbuted ln out rlca.

In 1898 Bishop ll. ~ : .Tur ne r of the AME paid a visit to
South Africa and proceded to ordain sixty-five African
ministers and to consecrate Dwane as an assistant bisliop.----_.- - .. - .
Al though Dwane' s connect ion with the AME was to be

. 80 h h . d . t a 1shortllved, the c urc contlnue to maln aln a arge

following in South Africa.

Negro American connections with South African independent
churches 'were no t restricted to tne activit1es ~f the AME
The slogan "Af~ica f or the African", which was to become ' t he

watchword of these churches, had its origins in Negro American
thought as far back as the 1860's. 81 Nor did the "American_. . ..
Connection" operate onl y. in South Africa. Negro Americans
influenced the growth of independent churches .i n S'i e r r a Leone. 82

John Chilembwe, founder of an independent church and the
leader of the 1915 uprising in Nyasaland, was closely allied
with the "Africa for the African" movement while studying
. A . 83ln merlca.

Recent writers, while acknowledging that Negro American
I

ideas contributed towards the emergence of African independent
churches, have suggested that the American input was not crucial

t~ the/ ... ..

79. Sundkler, Bantu Prophet s , p 40.
80. Dwane became disench~nted with the AME; particularly

with what he regarded as his inferior status vis a vis
the Negro bishops. In 1900 he and a portion of the
Ethiopian church left the AME and affiliated with
the (Anglican) Church of the Province of South Africa.

81. Shepperson, G., "Notes on Negro American influences on
the Emergence of African Nationalism" . Journal of African
History, 01. I, No. 2, 1960, P 301. '

82. Shepperson,"Notes on Negro American", p 302.
83. Shepperson, "Ethiopianism", p 16.
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---to the growth of the movement. Shepperson eculates

that " i f no Amer i c an Negro had even set oot in Africa, it

is more than likely t~~t Et hi o ianism would have taken the

same c our se" ; gests that the "independent

determinants" behind Ethiop ianism were far more important

than Negro Amer i can ide as. 85

determinant

of Africa is the
an bl ck: "It is

impos sible to c ondemn the African for being se aratist whe

he is tr: Qn i ul.arl when he is

subord"nated as weil as. se a r at ed , ,,86 Independent churches

a re also seen a s a response to the conomic de~rivation

experienced b the Afr ican 0 ulation in South Africa. Some

years ago Dr. D. T. J ab avu stated that the independent cpurch

movement symboli zed " a gen e ral ambition for liberation f.rom

economi c necessity". 87 Mor e specifi~allY-, South African

independent churches must be viewed against the ~ound

o f the growing landlessness of the African population. 88

Suna er notes thci·t · "the increase in the number of ••• inde

pendent churches could be shown on a diagram as a parallel

to the t ightening squeeze of the natives through land legis

lation." 89 Until 191 3 , African independent Church leaders

could purchase hnd f r e e l y . Member s of these churches who

had contr ibuted money towards the purchase of a farm were

allowed to settle on the land. The churches thus provided

economic secur ity at a time when all sectors of the African

population/ .. ~.

84. Sheppe r s on , " Ethiopianism", p 16.

85 . Ri ch, "Black Pea s ant s " , p 2.

86 . Douga ll , "African Separatist", p 258; Sundkler, Bantu
Prophets, pp 32-33.

87. BUda za, ""The Native Separatist", p 38; see also D.D.T.
Jabavu In the f or ewor d to Lea, · The NatiVe Separatist, pp 10

88 . Ri ch, " Bl ack Peasants", p 3.

89 . Sundkl er, Bantu Prophets, p 33.
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population were suff ering great uncertainty. The Land
Ac t of 191 3 severely curtailed the amount of land available

f or Afri can settl ement and prohibited Africans from buying
l and except in certain scheduled areas. It is significant

that in the five ears after the &i.sl.-ation
th e number of inde endent churches more than doubled. 90

Although independent church leaders are now restricted in
the matter of buying land, they have continued to offer a

me asure of economic security to their followers. Most
churches have an aid scheme whereby members who are unemployed

. h d . he i . f d 91or 111 are elpe out 1n t e1r t1me 0 nee .

Independent church leaders normally wield a certain
amount of authority over their followers. This stems from

their access to economic security and as in the case of the

Z10n1st prophets, from the hea1in and other owers which
t ey claim to possess. More important, their authority is

derived from the status they achieve as founders of an
independent church. The settin u of an independent church
is usually the result of individual initiative; very few
churches have grown out of the collective action of congre

gat ions. Noting this situation, a school of thought has
em~rged which explains the African independent church move-

r r

ment in terms of the ambitions and frustrations of church
leaders. Earlier analyses of this kind tended to be simplistic
ana failed to examine _the background situation against which
independent church leaders operated. Thus Budaza observes
that "many a native teacher or priest, either because of
pride or some other selfish motive, has thought it wiser
to secede from his church rather than undergo disciplinary

t o " 92. R . hac 10n . ecent wr1ters ave attempted to be more specific
about/ ••..

90 . Fr om 30 i n 1913 to 76 in 1918. See Oosthuizen, "The
'separat ist' churches", p 4.

9 1~ An outstanding example is Bishop Limba's "Church of Christ'
i~ Port El i zabet h . This church not only helps -embers in
t 1mes of need, but leases and cultivates farms and owns
s hops and butcher ies. Members are employed in these con
ce r ns . Se e Mqots i and Mkele,"A Separatist Church",pp119-11

92 . Budaza, "The Nat ive Separatist", p 47 (emphasis added).



22 .

about the charac.ter.istics leader?! who have been
identi fied as be.Lon, . the "educated elite", the "evolue"

or "pet it bourgeoise" class of Africans. 93 Independent

chu rc h l eaders we r e relatively well-educated men, most of-whom r ec eived their education in mission schools and institu-
wer e e reachers or teachers. They

occupi ed an " anomalous" position in the colonies. By virtue

of their education and their Christian beliefs they were
separated f r om the general African population. They were,

. d · he vo r i . 1 f E . t 94however, den1e access to t e pr1v1 eges 0 uropean SOC1e y.

Moreover, it was they who felt most keenly the ceiling on
achievement i mposed on Africans by the missionaries and the

c()l on i a l authorities. Rich adds the im ortant rider that
this group of Africans was anxious to accumulate capita . 9S

Independent churches provided the opportunity for the ful-
of some of these desires. Independent enurc eaders

status through the control the exercised over

their fo l l owe r s ~ and sometimes even recognition from the
colonial g over nment ? 6 With the aid of contributions from
c~urch members, they could buy land and engage in commercial

.. 97ac t 1v1 t y .

Thi s particul a r line of inquiry has opened up new
dimensions in the study of African independent churches,
although more case-studies of individual leaders need to

be undertaken/ •.•.

93.

94 .
95.
96 .

97 .

See Welsh, The Roots of se§regation, pp 238-247; Rich,
"Black Peasants", pp 4-S;aunders, "The New African Elite '
Et her ington, "Miss ion-Station Me 1. t i.ng- Pots I' , P 603.
Rich, "Black Peasants", p 4.

The Sout h African Government, acting on the recommendation!
of t he Na t i ve Churches Commission, set up machinery for th~

of fi cial recognition of independent churches in 1925. Very
few ~hu rch es have managed to comply with the stringent
r equ1 rements for recognition. Recognition is much coveted
not only for i t s status, but for the material benefits it '
confers on a church; and those churches which are recognise
a r e ass ure d of a large following.

See above p 20 .
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be und ertaken in order to test its viability. One question

wlli ch still r emains open is the wa in which inde endent

chU rc l ea ers olffered from African Nationalist leaders,

who c ame from similar backg und o stood aloof
f r om the inde endent chur ch movement. 98 Another question

to wh i ch at t ent i on must still be directed is the reasons
why Africans joined indep'endent churches. In his study of

Shona independent churches, Daneel emphasizes that "in the

e f f or t to provide a penetrating analysis of the causative-,--
f ac t or s involved in independent church formation ... we must

concern ourselves with the life histories, not only of the
principle leaders, but also of th~ir followers." 99 He

himself attempted to do this through the use of questionnaires.

There are problems involved in the collection of this kind
of in formation, especially with churches that are more than

f ift y years old, but it is essential that attempts be made

in order to gain a more complete picture of the movement.

Interdis ciplinary co-operation would seem to be invaluable

in th is regard.

In its attempt to explain the orIgIns of the Zulu Con

gregational Church (ZCC) , this study poses two major

questions. First, why did Usimungu Shibe sever a long

connection with the American Zulu M~ssion CAZM) ana launch
a project which would bring him into disrepute not only with

the mission 'and the Natal gov.e.rnment, .but .a l s o .wi t h the African

p astor~ and converts of the .mi s s i on ? Second, why did t e
p eopl e at tea le Mountain Mission Station follow Shibe

when the/ ....

98 . A possible solution to this problem may lie in the
r ecent re-emphasis on the religious aspect of the inde
pendent church movement. Independent church leaders
se~m to h~ve o~t ed for religion as a vehicle for change,
~hlle Na t I onalIs t leaders have directed their energies
I n t o more se cul a r channels.

99 . Danee l , Old and New, vol. 2, p 2.
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when the lar e AZM converts remained loyal

to the Mission? merely out of loyalty to their

preacler, or were conditions at Table MOll erent

from those at other stations ?

It will be argued that the policies of the AZM

especially concerning traditional beliefs and practices and

the granting of self-government to its African congregations,

_~~---cau s ea African converts to become . d with the Mission.

discre
self-government and the Home Board's stated 'policy of granting

this privilege as soon as ossible was a crucial factor in

creating a conflict s' uation. At most AZM stations tliis

dissatisfaction, although at times openly expressed, did not

reach the stage of rebellion against the Mission. The major

reason for this is to be found in the situation of Africans

in Natal in the last decade of the nineteenth century. With

the advent of responsible government in Natal, Africans could

no longer look to the imperial authorities for the protection

f h · · 1 () (I.h . Id' . h" .o t elr lnterests. W 1 e con ltlons on t e mlsslon statlons

were not ideal, they at least offered security of tenure

at a time of great economic uncertainty. Rebellion against

the Mission would jeoRardize this security.

The case of the Table Mountain Mission Station 2rovided
~ .

the testing-ground for the self-government issue. This station

d i f f e r e d from other AZM stations in a number of ways. While

other stations enjoyed the almost constant ministrations of a

permanent/ ..•.

100. It may be argued that imperial protection was an illusion
rather than a reality for Africans in Natal. Before
responsible government, however, they did receive a
measure of protection. The case of the Table Mountain
Mission Station is illustrative of this. In 1887 the
Imperial Government intervened to prevent the annexation
of the station. No aid was forthcoming when in 1895
(two years after responsible government), th~ Natal g~vern
ment took over all the mission stations.



perman ent r esiden t Eur ope an missionary, Table Mountain
had only one missionary, for a period of ten years through
ou le nIneteentl cent ur y ; and he was not a fully accredited

mem e r 0 t ne mISSIon. In t e 1880's, the congregation at
Table Mount ain, on its own initiative and with the full
a ppr ova l of the Mission, secured the services of a full-time
Af r ican preacher in the person of Us imun~~~~b~~~~~~ __

ye ar s l ater, in what seemed to Shibe and his people an
a r bi t ra r y action, the AZM transferred the oversignt of

!fie s-t a'::;"~~~~~~~!!~!?'!!~~ll~~~~~
w i ch dispatched Reverend Pugh as missionary. Trouble
e r upt ed when Pu h de~ "he he removed from Table

Mount a i n .

In the subsequent dispute between Shibe and the Mission,

r esulting ultimatel in the formation of the zee, it will

be argu ed that Shi be had c l ear - cu t reasons for being dissatis
WIt his treatment at the hands of the mission and the

provl e not only had the full backing
of most of the people at Table Mountain, but also that the
course of action he pursued was taken with the wishes of his
congregation in mind.

Ne . The founding of the zee · must not, however be seen
one malcontent. Evidence will be

Fur t her mor e , the formation of the zee must not be
portraye y as a response to t e s ortcomlngs 0 e ~Z~

The unique situation of the Table Mountain Mission Station .
al s o arose out of the actions of the Natal overnme t. While

the majority of the AZM 's converts remained within the

~!~s i on in order to retain economic security, at Table Mountain
the converts' hol d on land rights was far more tenuous. In

IS stat ion became the focus of an attempt y t e
Na a gov ernment to re c l a i m mission lands, with the ultImate

ob "ect em u tLlement. Even before
this, th e people a t Tabl e Mountain had been subject to constant
enc r oac hmeM by whit e farmers. In breaking away from the Mission,

the/ .•..
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the Table Mountain converts had far less to lose than

conve r t s at other stations. There is evidente to suggest,

moreover, that in f ound i n urch the

Ta bl e Mountain peo l e w consciousl motivated by the
hop e of gaining a s ecure right to land. In another respect,
the f ormati on of the zee was tied in with the policies

of the Natal government. The send i of Pugh to Table Mountain

was connected with the government's insistence on the presence

of a resident white missionary at all mission stations.
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POLICIES AND PROBLEMS,

The Ame ric an Boa r d of Commi ssi one r s for Foreign Missions

(ABCFM) grew out of the evange lica l revival which swept North

Ame rica i n the sec ond ha lf of the e ighteenth century. Up

unt il th i s period, the Protestant churches in America, in

common wi t h their ~ oun terp ar t s i n Western Europe, did not re

gard missionary work as an important aspect of the Christian

endeavour . A major r eason for this lay in the nature of the

Calv inist theology which they embraced; Calvin's doctrine of

predest ination and the f undament a l depravity of man offered
l ittle hope f or s a l vation through good works. 1 The emergence

of the Protestant missionary movement had to await the modi

fica tion of the se beli e fs.

Thr oug hout the e ighteenth century , Protestant scholars in

Ge r many , Br itain and America were engaged in a reinterpreta 

t ion of Calvin ist doctrine . In America, a breakthrough oc 
cur r ed with the publication, in 1754 , of Jonathan Edwards'

"On the Freedom of the Will". Edwards ·argued that "man had

the lat itude of escaping damnat ion by repentance and the de
t erminat ion to serve God" . 2 His preaching gave rise to a

s erie s of r ev ivals, the most famous of which, the Great

Awakening i n Ma s s achus e t t s , inspired the first missionary
impuls e i n Amer ic a . Edwards himself pioneered missionary
work among t he Negroe s and the American Indians. His work

wa s conti nued by his friend and disciple, Samuel Hopkins who

has been I ....

1.

2 .

Hogg, W. R. , "The Rise of the Protestant Missionary Con
cern, 1517- 1914 , " i n Anderson, G.H. (ed), The Theology
of t he Chri s ti an Mission, (London , 1961) p 98.
Booth, A. R. , The United States Ex~e r i en c e in South
Africa , 1784-1870, (Cape Town, 19 6) p 44 .
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has bee n called the " Father of American Missions". 3 Hopkins

propounde d th e theory that man hims el f, and not God, is the
key t o salva tion . 'fhe way to salvation lies in pure altruism,

or , as he t e rmed i t , "d i s interest ed benevolence"; and "the
si nce res t fo rm of that was mission i z ing". 4 As a result of
Hopkins' t each ings, the f i r s t American Missions overseas were

l aunch ed.

At the same t ime as these developments were taking place, a

co nt r ove r sy was raging with in the Congregational Churches of
New Engl and , be t ween the Utinitarians and the Orthodox Chris
t i aITs . 5 In an a t tempt to protect their position and to pro

duce minister s sympa t he ti c to their standpoint, the orthodox

sec t or , und er the le ade r s hi p of Reverend Jedediah Morse,

f ounde d their own t he ol ogi ca l college at Andover, Massachu

setts, in 1807. ~rs e was an ardent supporter of the mission-
-......::...-

ary movement and the students at Andover were well-versed in

the t heory of mi s sions . A group of these students formed
themselves i nt o a prayer-group, known as "the brethren", whose
purpose was "to effect in the persons of its members a mission

6or miss ions to the heathen" . In 1810 they appealed to the

Assoc iation of the Congregational Ministers of Massachusetts

to set up the machinery fOT the launching of missionary work .

After much deliberation 7 the association accepted the pro
posal and began to collec t funds and to explore possible fields

for mission/ . ..•

3.

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .

Sweet, W. W., Reli~ion in the Developmerit of Ame'rican Cul
ture, 1765-1840 , New York, 1952), p 235.
Booth, The Un ited ,St a t es Exp~r i enc e , p 44 .

The Ut in itarians, who were members of the new merchant
class in the United States, rebelled against the strict
d?ctrines of Calvin . This brought them into conflict
WI t h th e Orthodox Congregationalists who adhered to
these be lie fs . For details, see Swe~t, Re'ligion in the
Deve l opme nt of Amer ican Culture, Chapter VII.
St rong, W. E. , The Story of the American Board (B oston
191 0), p 7 . ' ,

For de t a i ls , s ee Goods el l, F.F . , You shall be my Witness
an inte r r etat ion of the histor of the American Board ,

Bost on, 1 5 ,C ap t e r I'L.
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for mission work. The ABCFM was formally constituted in June,

181 2. Although it was theoretically an interdenominational

body, most of its support came from the Congregational Churches.

'rhe Board's first foreign mission work was undertaken in In

dia, to which five missionary couples were despatched in 1812.

Work was also begun among the Indians in the American South and

in Latin America. In 1833 a mission station was established at

Cape Palmas, on the .West Coast of Africa. This station was

envisaged as the first step towards the conversion of the en

tire continent:

(the) purpose was not to develop one large station at
Cape Palmas; rather to make it a base from which to
extend a line of stations inland ... the vision before
the founders was ... a chain of missions, planted by
both American and European societies, with such wise
co-operation that at length from the east and the west,
from the north and the south, their representatives
should meet upon some central mountain to celebrate in
lofty praise Africa's redemption! 9

Malaria and a shortage of funds were responsible for the a

bandonment of the Cape Palmas station. The Board then em

barked on a search for an alternative base from which to con

duct its plans for the salvation of Africa. In 1832 a repre

sentative of the ABCFM had written to Dr. John Philip, super
intendent of the London Missionary Society( LMS ) in South

Africa, inquiring about the possibility of the Board undertak-

ing work in that countr Philip responded very favourably,
an suggested that the Americans conside e

ZUlus/ ....

8. Switzer, L.E., "The Problems of an African Mission in a White
Dominated, Multi-Racial Society" (unpublished PhD thesis Uni-
versity of Natal, 1971), P 1. '

9. Strong, The Story of the American Board, pp 126-127.
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. d M . I . k . lOA It f t h i sZu l us , un de r Dlnga ne an Zl I aZI . s a resu 0 I
cor responde nce , s i x Amer i can missionaries and their wives

were se n t t o Sou t h Africa i n De cember 1834 .

On t he advice of Dr . Phi lip i t had been decided to split

th e g roup af te r thei r a rri va l into two parties . Three

couples we re to fo rm th e " Interior Mission" , to minister to

Mzi lika z i ' s peopl e a t Mos e ~ a , while the r emaining three, or

ga nized as the "Mar i t i me Mission", were to work in Zululand

under Dingane . 11 By t he beg inning of 1836 both parties were

a t wor k i n the ir r espective territories.

The tr ia ls and tr ibul ations suffered by these pioneer mis

s ionar i es ha ve be en well-documented ana requIre onry a

s umma r y . At osega, the missionary party was struc own

f irst with fe ve r , and was then forced to abandon their star

t ion when the Voor tre kke r s attacked Mzilikazi . The survi 

v ing members of th is group then joined their colleagues in

Na t a l . The Marit ime Mission was, however , also doomed to

fa ilure. Dingane in it ially welcomed the Americans and grant

ed th em land on whi ch to establish stations . As time pro

gressed, his att itude changed and he refused to allow his
peop le to attend church services. 13 When Retief and his

f ol l owe r s were murd ered in February 1838, the missionaries ,
f e a ri ng f or th e ir safety, left Zululand and returned to Natal .

Two/ ....

10 .

11 •

12.

13 .

A copy of the original letter to Philip is in Kotze, D.J.
(ed) , Letter s of the American Missionaries, (Cape Town,
1"9"5"0), pp 21- 27 . See also Booth , The United States
Experi ence , p 48 .

The mi s s ionari es were split on sectional lines. Thus
the thre e southerners (Lindley, Wilson and Venable)
went to Moseg a , while the Northerners (Adams Grout and
Champi on) wor ked in Zu l u l and . '

See Swi t ze r, ~ The Problems of an Afr ican Mission" , pp 2~4;

Booth , The UnIt ed States Expe r i ence , pp 50-75; Booth, A.R.,
(e d.) , J our nal of the Rev. George Cha"mpion (Cape Town
1967) . - - ' ,

See Booth (edJ , J our na l of the Rev . George Champion,
pp 73 - 124 .
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Two week s later th e entire party, with the exception of Adams

J d . d fA· 14an Li n ley, salle or merlca.

The American Board was beset by grave financial difficulties

Juring this period and the prospects for missionary work in

South Africa appeared to be extremely bleak. In 1843 it is

sued instructions to the remaining members of the Mission to

abandon the field. It was under these circumstances that the

American missionaries first came into contact with the im

perial authorities in South Africa. In the same year as the

Board decided to withdraw from South Africa, Natal became a

British colony. This was to have far-reaching consequences

for the future of the ABCFM in that territory. In the first

place, the Cape authorities, to whom had fallen the task of

administering Natal, had learnt from their experiences on

the Eastern Frontier that missionaries could perform a useful

f unc t i on in pacifying the people of conquered territories. 15

Although tfie Americans had thus far been unsuccessful, th~y had

gained some knowledge about the Zulus and might aid the im

perial government in ruling these people. Since the Board was

no longer prepared to support them, the Governor of the Cape,

Peregrine. Maitland, offered Grout and Adams a ointments as

"government missionarie " t ·on the

Board/ ....

14. Lindley gave up attempts to work among the Zulus ~~d for
seven years acted as predikant to the Voortrekkers in
Pietermaritzburg. He later rejoined the mission. In
1839 Grout returned to South Africa and made a final
attempt to establish a mission station in Zululand.

15. Hutchinson, "Some Social Consequences", pp 160-161.

16. Grout accepted this offer and for a while worked as a
government missionary at a salary of £150 per annum.
Adams, who had independent means, declined.
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Bo a r d , "wi th s e doubt as to the wisdom of such alliance be -

t ween poli tica l ~nd mi s s i onar y interests" , reversed its

decision . Gr out an d Adams ~e tu~ned . to Nata
"---wer e soon j oine d by r einfor cements from America. By 1848

h .. f am i I· . h f i Id 18there were e ig t mI s s Ionary amI l es In t e le .

With the Br it ish annexation of Natal the missionaries 19

de c ided to give up the idea of working in Zululand . They now

confi ne d the ir attent ions to the Zulus in Natal. This neces 

s itated the f or mu l a ti on of a strategy very different from
tha t wh i ch th ey had previously adop t ed . l_n Zululand "they

had concen t r a ted on winn ing over the ruler of a unified king

dom whol ly i nhabi ted by Africans". 20 ng

whom the AZM worked in Na t a l consisted of small tribes or
f r agme nts of tr ib es who had returned 21 to Natal in ever-in

numbers after the British takeover. Moreover , the
----~-------was inhab ited not only by Africans, but by white

s ett l ers , om_de ie that the Af ieans had
an y r i ght

From/ . ...

17. Strong, The Sto"ry of the American Board, p 1,36 .

18. Booth, The United State~ Experience, p 101 .
19 . Once the missionaries became securely established in

Na t a l , they reconstituted themselves as the "American
Zul u Mission". (AZM) .

20 . Dinne rs tei n , "The American Board Mission ," p 34 .

21 . Dur~ ng the per iod of the Dif aqane , Natal had been almost
entI re ly depopulated. Once settled conditions had been
establ ished, many of these people returned to the terri 
tory. The s e Afri cans were joined by the many refugees
who poure d i nt o Na t a l from Zululand to escape the un 
settl ed condi ti ons during Mpande's reign.

22 . See de Ki e~ i et, C.W ., A History of South Africa , social
and econ9mIc , (London , 1972), p 74; Welsh, Roots of
Seg : egatIon, pp 2-6 ; Brookes, E. H. and Hurwitz, N., The
NatI ve Res erves of Na t a l , (Cape Town, 1957), p 2 .
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~ .om the the miss ionar i es

of the AZM became he av i l y embroi le d i n Na t a l polit ics: "It

was I nevita~le tha~ th ¥- 'Native policy' was
as paramoun t an iss ue t here as it was and remains, in all of

Sout h Africa , an d t he mis si onarie s were by definition in its
midst". 23 Throug hout the nineteenth century the missionaries'

- ... - j ' ..... . • '., •

rela ti onshi p wi t h the impe ri a l authorities and with the Natal. . .
co l onis t s was domina ted by the question of access to land.

sive use of the Ch i e fdoms whom workin ".

order to achie ve t hes e a ' So entered into

an al l iance wi t h the Na t a l gove r nment in In that year

overnor est appo inted a Location's Commission to "demarcate

Afri can Res e rves i n such a manner as to 'best prevent any col
li sion between their interests and those of the emigrant far
mers' ". 25 Adams, and later Lindley, were members of this

Commission, which recommended the setting aside of a number of

locations, to be occupied exclusively by Africans, and drew up
plans for the administration of these areas. The extent of the

Ameri cans' i nfl ue nce i n the final report is difficult to gauge.

Li ndl ey i s s aid to have been opposed to the idea of locations
in ge ne ral , al t hough he l eft on record no alternative sugges-

. 26 I ht lon. n an y eve nt , t e recommendations of the Commission

were never/ ...•

23 .

24 .
25 .

26 .

Booth, The Un ited States Exper ience, p 102.

Swit zer, "The Problems of an African Mission", pp 15-16.
Wel sh, The Roots of Segregation, p 12.

Brooke s and Hurwit z, The Native Reserves, p 3.
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were never put into effec t . In 1848, in an attempt to stem

the r i sing t ide of emi gr a t i on from Nat a l , the new Governor,
Sir Harry Sm ith, dissolved the Locations Commission and ap

poi nt ed a se t tle r - domi na ted Lands Commission, which was
wholly uns ympatheti c to the needs of missionaries and Afri
can s alike . The Commis sion attacked the size of the pro
pos ed l ocat ions and conduc ted a bitter campaign against the

Ameri can miss ionar i es.

'[he pos it ion of the AZM regarding access to land remained

i ns ecure until 185 4, when George Grey was appointed High
Commissione r at the Cape . Grey was more sympathetic towards
the mi ssionaries' v i ewpoint than his predecessors had been
and he was anxious to make provision for the African popula
t ion i n Natal. The Amer i can missionaries lost no time in
l aying the ir case be fo r e him and found, to their "delight
and di sb elief" 27 that not only was he prepared to grant

them f u l l title to the stations which they occupied, but he
envis aged the creat ion of large "reserves", which would ad
j oin each stat ion and provide the missionaries with a "fixed
populat ion" to work among. 28 By Ordinance 5 of 1856, Grey's

re commendations became law. Between 1856 and 1875 the AZM

was granted title to twelve 'mi s s i on stations and a Eoi~ted

trustees over twelve reserves. While other missionary
soc iet ies wer e benef iciar ies of this scheme, the AZM rece1ved
by ar t e ar ge s Out 0

- 1 , 1 2 ac r e s grant ed by il?-;thh:e~A7ZjjMr.:c~0~n:1t~r~0~Ii'"'i"':e~-rrt.--'r""J'~--

a

27 . Booth, The Uni te'd States Experience, p 107.

28 . Goode nough , Rev. H.D., "The American Mission Reserves"
(pape r presented to the Na t a l Missionary Conference '
J uly 1895 ), pp 1-3. (K.C. Library). '

29 . The r es e r ves were administered by a Board of Trustees
made up of the Secretary for Native Affairs and the '
Chai r man , Secretary and Treasurer of the Mi~sion.
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30ac res .

For more tha n t hi r t y years, the AZM missionaries occupied

a pos i t i on of s upreme author ity i n these areas. Civil, as
-- - -

well as r e ligious matterS came und er their jurisdiction; in-

de ed , muc }l of the t ime of ind ividual missionaries was de
vo ted t o carryi ng out r outi ne administrat ive tasks, such
as collecti ng re nts or settl ing conf li c t i ng land claims. On

the mission 5 a t ° on ,th Ta · orrstrrp be"twee mi: orrary and

co nver t was de f ined by re ference to a rigid h~erarchical

structure: " e ach stat ion became a mission estate, with the

miss ionary at the head. The geographical isolation of the

stat ions f r om one another underscored this almost feudal
s ens e of a landed e s t a te " . 31 iE~ley .d~scribed his p-osi

t ion at Inanda i n s ign i ficant terms : "it is well understood
par I es t at over tnis reg ion the Inanda missionary

is t " IrIS op.
notwithstand O II Ostensibly, the only requirement im-

po s ed on Africans who wi n the mission sta
t i ons was that they r enounce traditional reli ion and adhere
t o the t each ings of Christianity. The missionaries view of

Chri s ti ani t y , however, ent ai l ed far more than the mere ac
cept ance of a set of beliefs . Buttressed by its position of

author ity, the AZM l aunched into a campaign to eradicate all

vestiges of the "tradit ional way of life" from the mission

stat ions.

The reli i ous e - akenin which romp-ted the formation of

the ABC FM did not occur i n isolation, but was part of a wider
- phenomenon , k:-:n:-o~w~~n ""'a";~~·t~"'-e~""'II-Am·--e-r-I""-ca-n-'En l igh tenment" . One

s our ce of t his movement was what has been terme -con-

fi dent Americ ani sm" . Dinnerstein and others maintain that
Americans/ .. . .

30 . Rep ort of the Na t a l Lands Commission, Pietermaritz 
bu r g, 1902.

31 . Dinne rs tei n , "The American Board Mission", p 79.

32 . Quoted i n Swi t zer, "The Problems of an African Mis 
s ion", pp 80-81.
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and resolved to
o der which

istia-

nity. Chie f among the practices those Africans

~ 0 wI s hed to live on the mis~ion statio~s ~a s polygamy ,
whi ch Ty1er described as a ~ g i antic 0~st~c1e to the eleva
tion of the Z U 1~s " . 36 The missionaries subscribed to t~e

Amcricans in t he seco nd hal f of the ei t htee nt h ce nt ur y were con·

vi nccd th at the ir s was a superior way of li fe and that it was
their-du ty ·to ~ a r r y the be nef i t s of "American civilization" to

1e s s fo r tun a t e peop1e s oT the wor l d" . 33 "That the mis s ionary

was t o be a pr ime agent in this process was an assumption a1-
34 h . .. ' . ed1II0S t un iver s ally hel d". T e Amer i can mISSIonarIes c ar r i

wit h th em the i dea that they belonged to a superior culture,
s o th ey y negat ive attitude towar s t e ra 1

t ions of the peopl e among whom the The Zulus were

c1ass i fi ed s i mp1y as " hea t hen". -..T;t,,:h:.:.e;:;...,.....~...;.;...:a:.;.~.;;;;,;.;;;.-:.;;.;.._

to Sou t h Afr i c a we.r..~.....tlL.OJ:..Ll.1.J.eQ....b.)l~l;JJJ~~J.Q,~..lrJio.l~lGailiJ,},~.I.4l~L_

I supe r s t it i on" ~hi <;11~t_h_e...jy.~~~~c.....~,:::.- """

L
stamp out all aSRect s of

did not accord

wide1y-he1

man and all

VIew that 10bo1a involved the selling of a wo
members of the AZM churches were -expected to re

nounce th is pract i ce. Other trad-i ti ans which came under se-

vere f i r e were the 1 ev.eri~e the dIinkin tshwal~ 7
38and the smoking o ~~ jnsangu~

For the f irst two decades of the Mission's work in Natal,

these i s s ue s did not caus e an open confrontation between mis 
s ionar i es and conve rts, although there is evidence to suggest

that one explanat ion f or the low number of converts gained
•

during th is per iod i s the exacting standards which were im-
posedj ... •

33 .

34 .

35 .

36 .

37 .

38 .

Di nne rs tei n , "The American Board Mission", pp 10-11.

Booth, The Un ited States Expe r i ence , p 49 .

See Boot h (ed) , Journal of the Rev. George Champion .

Tyler , J . , For t y Years Amony the Zulus (Cape Town
19 71 ), (f i r s t published 189 ), p 117. ' ,

Bee r mad e f r om fe r me nt ed grain.
Dagga , or wi ld hemp.
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39posed on prospective chur c h membe r s . In the 1850's, a
group of Africans expres sed the f ol l owi ng sentiments to Lewis

Gro ut :----

41
re

individuals who were converted

sanctuary in missionaries' homes

therefore likel y to adapt more easily to a
Another factor whi ch expl a i ns the lack of conflict during this

period is that the pioneer missionaries, although more or

l es s unit ed i n the ir oppos ition to traditional practices

had not as yet agreed on a uni form policy to be adopted in

deal ing wi t h thes e matters . Ind ividual missionaries were al

l owed a great deal of discretion i n deciding upon the stan

dards f or admittanc e i n t o the church .

af te r rebel l in

A l arge proport i on of those

we r e Afr i c ~ns _~ho had f ound

The real rebell ion aga inst the missionaries' of

traditional practices be ain on °nner s t e O g-

gests that the revolt was stimulated b ublication , in

1865, of port ions of the sc ° tu enacular: "The

conve r t s we r e thu s able to read the Bible directly, rather
than hav ing i t i nte rp re t ed f or them by the missionaries", 42

and they f ound that many. _9 f the customs which . the missionaries
condemned/ . ... .

The Uni t ed States' Exper i ence , p l l l ,

i n Swit zer , "The Problems of an African Mission" ,
Booth,

Quoted
p 19.

41 . Dinne rs tei n , "The American Board Mission", p 40; For
example , Umbalasi, the mission's first convert was a
widow who s ought protection under Adams as she 'did 'not
wi s h t o marry her husband's brother .

42 . Dinnerstei n , "The Ameri c an Board Mission", p 167.

~9 .

40 .
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condemned received sanc ti on n the scri tures. Relatively

few conver ts , howe ve r, had r e ce ived sufficient education to
be ahle to cons ult th i s i nde pe nde nt source of reference, and

it is mo re l ikely that the r ebellion was a response to a
c1anged a t ti t ude on t he par t of the missionaries themselves.
By t he 18 6 0'~ the second generation of American miss ionarIes

1a arr i ved i n South Afric a . They r epresented a_somewnat

di f f erent s choo l of thought f r om the pioneer missionaries

and , in parti cula~, the adQ te~~~~-w~~~~o'~~~~~~~~__

on the question of tra4itional Factices. n an attempt

to clear up the confusi on resulting from the absence of any
un i fo rm pol ic ' s s i onar i e s set about drawing up a

fi xe d code of conduc t to be adhered to by all church members.

The fi r s t f r ui t s of their labour appeared in 1867, with the

pub licat i on of a " bind ing s et of regulations" on ukulobola.

Under thes e regula ti ons , a conve r t who accepted lobola for

h is daughter was s ub jec t to disciplinary action, and if he

re us ed to abst a in f r om t is pract i ce he might be expelled
f r o-m the church.

The re ulat ions st imulated an i ediate reaction from the
African converts, 43 and the pioneer missionaries joined

them in their The issue split the missIon to t e

extent that i t was f or ced to send a deputation to the Ameri
can Board, as king f or i t s judgement on t he matter. The

Board's r ep ly i ndica t e s that i n oppos ing traditional customs
to the extent that i t did, the Mission was not acting in
accordance wi t h Boa r d pol i cy. Secretary Nat hani e l Clark
wr ote to the Missi on :

The prope r work of missionaries is to introduce

the new/ ....

43 . ABM A/3 /42 , The American Zulu Mission Annual
"Hi stor i cal Sket ch of the Miss ion" 1902 p 6', , .
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til e new div ine li f e, not the f or ms it shall assu~e ...
A moral ity enf orce d upon unwill ing minds is of little
va l ue ... Your work is not to make American but Zu l u
Chris t ia ns ... The great ~hing ~s to bring me2 to
Christ , not to change th e ir social customs. 4

By the 1870' s, the pioneer missionaries had left the

fie ld and, a s may be s een in th e matter of self-support, the

miss ionar i e s were not av ers e to ignoring the directives of

th e Board. At i ts annual me eting in 1879, the Mission
45

ad op ted an " ironclad pl edge for purity from heathenism",

known as the Ums indu z i Rules. These rules forbad polygamy

outr ight:

The pr act i ce of lobola was also forbidden, as was the making

or dr inking of beer and the smoking of insangu.

With the draft ing of th is code, the missionaries set them

selves up as supreme judges of the African Christians . The

conve r t s were g iven no say in the formulation of the rules .

The y were pres ented to the churches for their approval only

after th ey had already been adopted by the Mission, and

they met with severe opposition, the Africans being parti 

cu l a r l y oppo s ed to the polygamy clauses . Finally, however,

after / . . ..

44 . Quoted in Swit zer, "The Problems of an African Mission"
p 29 . '

45 . ABM A/ 3/4 2 , "Historical Sketch of the Mission", p 6 .

46 . ABM A/ 4/ 54 , "Ums induzi Rules, adopted at a meeting of
the Mi s s i on and the churches at Umsunduzi Mission
Station , September 1 187 9", P 1.
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,.

a f t e r muc ll pe rs ua si on f r om the missionaries, the churches

acce pt ed th e Ru l es . The y have r emained the code of the
47

Mission up unt i l the pres ent day.

to r eturn .when they had mended their ways .

described f r om Mapumulo what must have been a fairly ty

pical scene in the 1880's:

There follo wed a period of what Briggs and Wing describe

. a~ "wi t chhunts" wi t hi n the churches. Those wno did not
conf or m to th e Code were rooted out and either excommuni 

ca ted or su spen e mem ers lp, only being al-

I s howe d the chur ch .. . that they must resolutely
take up the work of casting out from the church all
those who wer e ev idently fully set in the ways of
Satan and had turned their backs on Christ .

The re were 23 church members present, and the first
vote (whic h expe l l ed a man for polygamy) was 21 to 0
.. . another woman was suspended for beer-drinking,
after hav ing solemnly promised to leave it forever
... a man was suspended for selling his daughter in
marriage . As his wi fe participated in the offence ,
she a lso was suspended . Among all the above, only
one s eemed at all repentant. The last three cases
show no repentance and will probably call for expul
s ion before many months . 49

Holbrook claimed that "all the above action was
the church" i t se lf , but it is likely that without the
mlss ionary's presence, such harsh action would not have

een taken . His f i na l remarks are revealing, "in each
case, I fi rs t po inted out what treatment seemed to be

required/ ... .

47 .

48 .

4 9 .

Swit zer, " The Problems of an African Mission", p 33 .

Briggs, n. R. and Wing, J., The ~arvestand the Ho~e

the story of conrregationalism ln South Africa , ( 0
hannesburg, 1970 , p 123.
Holbrook, C. , "Letter f r om the Zulu Mission" in The
Miss ionary Herald, Vol LXXXIII, No. ix ., September-
1887, p 358 . Holbrook was the missionary in charge
of th e Mapumulo Stat ion .
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r equired " .

The missionaries ' effo r ts notwithstand ing, "backsliding"

co nt i nued in the ch urc hes throughout the last two decades
of the nine teenth cent ury , thereby demonstrating that al

t llO Ug ll th e co nve r ts Ra a le 6 the Rules, they b no
means agree d with them. Pros gect ive converts found them

selves una ble t o accep t the requ irements of the Mission,
an a mi ss ion fi gur es were very low throughout

t he 1880'5. Congregations vo iced their disapproval of the
missionaries ' standpoint by substantially reducing their

1 . bu t i 50an nua moneta ry con trl ut lons.

The debate ove r trad it ional practices was one of a num

be r of areas i n which mis s i ona r i e s and converts came into

co nflic t . Another is sue which was to have serious reper

cussions on t e work of the AZM was the question of self

suppor t . Fr om the t ime of its i ncep t i on the American
Board had pl aced r eat st r ess on the necessity of develop
i ng " sel f-support ing, s e l f-govern in and self-propagating"

churche s i n i t s f orei n mission fields. The idea of an
resent in the earl writings

Hopkins. 51 Rufus Anderson, the first foreign
-----------~~....s ec retary of the Board, was in close contact with Henry

Venn , who i s credited wi t h being the or iginator of'the for-
52mula . In the 1830 's, howe ve r , the problem was of

t heor et i ca l r a t he r t han pr ac t i ca l interest. The formula
was di scussed and accepted by the Board i n Boston, but it

had never/ ...

50 .

51.

52 .

Swit zer, " The Pr oblems of an African

Boot h , The United States Exper i ence ,

Goodsel l , You sha l l be my Witness, p

Mission" ,
P 129.

31.

p 41.
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ha d nev er been t r i ed out in the fi eld. 53 Among the in

s t r uc ti ons iss ue d to the pioneer missionaries was the com
mand to "ra i s e up' nat ive ass istants in sufficient numbers

for the Mi s s ion". 54 For more than twenty years, this

chal le nge was not taken up. During this period the mis
siona rie s we r e conce r ne d wi t h the task of establishing and

5
ma inta in ing mission work in the face of severe disabilities.

By the l at e 1850's, the position of the AZM had become

more stable. The miss ionaries had gained secure title to
land. By 1858, s ev en chur ches had been organised and church

membersh ip stood at 180. 56 With the setting up of schools

on most of the s t ati ons , and particularly with the opening

of the Aman zimtot i Seminary in 1853, 57 educated Africans

were beg inn ing to eme r ge who could be trained as pastors.

Moreov r, y 1860 the African Churches were contr1 ut1n
r egu tar l y 0 the su ort of the M' n. As early as 1849

the 43 members of the three churches then in existence a
r a ised a r ecord sum of f if t een dollars. 58 Eleven years

l ater the congregat ion at Umvoti paid the entire salary of

its preacher/ ...

53 .

54.

55 .
56 .

57 .

58 .

-
Sundkler, "Bantu Prophets", p 29.

"Instruct ion s of the Prudential Committee to the
~~v. Dani el Lindl ey etc." Boston, November 22 1832

1n Kot ze (ed) , Letters of the American Missionaries"
p 48 . '

See abo ve pp 30-35.
F~gu :e s taken fr om Hunt, B.N., "The Amanzimtoti
M ~ s s 1 0n ,. 185 0:1 900", (unpublished Honours disserta
t 10n, Un1vers 1ty of Natal, 1970), p 71.

Hunt d iscus s es the changing fortunes of the seminary
over the year s.

ABM .A/4 / 58 , "The Ameri c an Board Mission in South
Afr1ca : a Ske tch of Seventy-Five years" n n 1910
p 25. ' .. ,
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59
i ts preache r , amo u nti ng t o th irty do llars.

In r e sp on s e to thes e f avour abl e conditions, and because

of a manp ower short age, the AZM sanctioned the organization
of the " Nat ive Home and Fo eL Societ " (NH FMS)
i n 1860. Thi s s ocie ty , whi ch was controlled almost en

t ire l y by th e African conver t s , had as its major purpose
th e lice nsi ng of Afr ican preachers for work in these areas
. . h . d . . 60 FIn Wh I ch t e re was no r eSl ent mIssIonary. \ or some
time the Mis sion had empl oye d educated African converts as
preachers. The s e me n were normally placed on the outsta
t ions 61 or i n the more remote districts for which a

miss ionary coul d not be spared. The NHFMS undertook to
col lec t funds f or the su ort of the preachers. By 1869,
out of a total of 12 preachers, three received their en

,t i r e suppo rt f r om th ~s £UC~ 2

The NHFMS r ep.res ented "the earliest church res onsibility"
of the Af.1:.iJ . of the AZM. 63 Its successful work-

i ng i ndica t e s that the con re ations were willing and able
to take upon themselves the support of their own preachers.

Given the opportun ity, i t mig t ave gone on to become
v ~ w ere y an Afri can astorate could have been in
augurated. The missionar ies' attitude revented this from
t aking place; the~ r e arded the work of the NHFMS as an
end in itsel f. The empl oyment of African preachers was

thought/ ...

59 . Swi t ze r , "The Problems of an African Mission", p 26.

60 . ABM A/ 4/ 58, " The American Boar d Mission", p 25.
6 1. The "outstat ions" were preach ing places which were

es t abl i s he d i n the Reserves.

62 . Swi t zer, "The problems of an African Mission", p 24.
63 . I bid .



44.

th ough t of as a s topg ap "until more missionaries c ame from
. I' 64Amc r Ic a .

I t woul d be i naccur a t e to convey the impression that the

AZM mi s s i on ar i e s adopted a un i form standpoint on the ques

t ion of sc lf-s uppor t and the cre a t i on of an African pastor 

a te . As with the deb ate over traditional practices, strong

diffe re nces of opinion eme r ged over these issues . Pioneer

mi ssionary Ald in ·Grout was so firmly opposed to the ordi-

r ican conve r t s that he refused to allow any

membe rs of h i s congregation to study at Amanzimtoti , lest

th ey asp ire to this pos ition . At the other end of the

s cal e, W.C. Wilcox expre s s ed himself unable to continue in

t e s erv i ce of the Mission i n 188 g,ave as his main

---re a s on the f ail ure of the Mission to adopt a concrete plan

for se l f - s uppor t . He s et forth his ideas in a pamphlet

enti tled "sel f-support among the Kaffirs", in which he

seve re ly cri tic ized th e methods of the AZM . 66 In its

r epresentat ions to the Board , however, the Mission was ob

lige d to adopt a un ited f r ont , and under these circumstances

the co nse r va t i ve e leme nt won out . In reply to Anderson 's

r epeated calls f or th e creation of an African pastorate ,

th e Mi s s i on mainta ined that the Africans "were not yet
67re ady f or ord inat ion". The missionaries r>aid lip-service

to th e pr inc ipl es of s el f-support and self -government but

Uthey were t nought to apply to more advanced fields else 

where , and to Nat a l on ly some time in the distant uture . ~8

This/ .. ..

64 . Dinne rs t e i n , "l'he Ame r i c an Board Miss ion'; p 141 .

65 . Bo ot h , The Un ited States Exper ience, p 130 .

66 . A ~opy of th is i s to be f ound in ABC : 15 .4 , vol. 48 .
SWl tzer wrong ly states that this document is missing .

67 . Boot h , The Uni ted States Expe r i ence , p 131 .

68 . Dinners tein , "The Ame rican Board Mission", p 141 .
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'rhis situation changed with the appointment of Dr. Natha

niel Clark to the post of Foreign Secretary to the Board In

18 rustrated at the Mission's failure to respond to

ans for an African pastorate, Clark went above the

mISSlonarles ad sent a letter 0

the African Ch r i.s t i an s ; ur em to take up-on themse ves

the support of their own pastors and missionaries. He

then ordered the Mission to proceed at once wit
nation of pastors over the churches at seven of the sta

tions. Faced with this challenge, the Mission could do

little but back down. In May 1870 Mguzana Mngadi was or

dained over the church at Umzumbe. Within two years, five
more men had been ordained. 70

A r epresentative of the Mission later acknowledged that

"the American missionaries had delayed too long ... and that

it was owing to pressure exerted by the American Boa~d that
they had at length taken action in this matter". 71 That

the AZM was not seriously committed to the idea of an Afri

owever, clearly demonstrate

year Mngadi was dismissed from his post for alleged
adultery. Another pastor was suspended for "insubordination"

and was never reinstated. Two pastors died and were not re
placed. "By 1878 there was only one ordained African left
on the field". 72

The pastors'/ ....

69. ABM A/4/58, "The American Board Mission", p 28.
70. Swi tzer, "The Problems of an African Mission", p 23.

71. Proceedin s of the Natal Missionar Conference, 1877,
p 1 rary .

72 . Swi tzer, "The Problems of an African Mission", p 31.
,
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The pas t ors ' s ho r tcom i ngs seemed to~ndicate the mission

a ries ' conte ntio n that the ~~ was not et ri e for Afri
can s to e e nt r us ted with their own spiritual direction.

ey , i n a le t te r to Judson Smith wrote of the moral

l ap s es of the pas t or s : "You will understand why we are be

co ming more and mo re cauti ous in ordainign (sic) native
me n for the wor k of the min istry". 74 From the 1870's

through to the 1880's the Mission suffered from a severe
shortage of s t a ff as one by one the pioneer miss ionaries

e i t he r di ed or were f or ced , through ill-health, to re-

turn to Ame rica . Eve n in the f ace of this situation the

AZM steadf ast l r efus ed to orda.~·l~~~~~~~~~~~~--

i ns t ead s ent a cons t ant stream of appeals to the American
Board ask ing f or more recruits. 75 The Board, now under the

secret a rys hi p of Judson Smith, remained unyielding; indeed,

i t has been sugg ested that Smith deliberately withheld re

c ru its and fi nanci a l support in order to push the Mission
towa r ds ordain ing more pastors. 76 Tn 1888 he wrote to

Ho l brook:

I s ee no other way (than) to move toward the idea
of a s e l f-supporting and aggressive church among
the Zul u believers, and providentially a time
s eems to have come when we are almost driven to
this resol ve . 77

In th e s ame l ett er he stressed that "no missionary should
be a pasto r of a native church and no missionary should oc

cupy the place of a pastor". He suggested that the mis-

sionaries/ .•..

73 .

74 .

75 .

76 .
77 .

J uds on Smith was foreign secretary to the Board from
1884.

ABM A/3/3 9, Pi xl ey to Smith, 26 December 1887.

See, f or example, Bridgman!s appeal in Th~ Missionar~

He r a l d , Vol. LXXXI I , No. ix, September 1886, pp 331- 32.

Switzer, "The Probl ems of an African Mission", P 50.
ABM A/2 / 16 , Smith to Holbrook, 21 August 1888, P 5.
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siona ries l owc r th e i r standards for entrance to the pastorate

and that pastor s might l earn "on the job" the responsibi -
. . I .. · 1 d 7811 tlCS t le posl tlon ental e .

The -Mi s s i on ' s r es pons e to Smith's suggestions was to adopt
a policy of "pas s ive r es istance". 79 No further ordinations

took place, but the AZM did attempt to satisfy the converts'

growi ng need f or se lf - expr e s s i on and a share in the running

of church af f a i rs by c r e a t i ng various outlets and opportu

nit ies. Fr om 1869 an annual meeting with the African prea

chers was held. I n 1885 the NHFMS was placed on a more per

mane n t bas i s with the f or ma t i on of the "Abaisitup-a". This

consisted of a commi t t ee of six - four Africans and two
mis s i onar ie s - which was to function as the executive organ
of the NHFMS. 80 Al t hough the Abaisitupa was to become a

power ful f orce i n articulating the grievances of the Afri~

can Christ i ans, 81 the mi s s i onar i e ~ control of the treasury

prevented i t f r om developing into a fully independent orga

ni zation.

For the next decade the roblem of the ordination of Afri

can pastors was le ft unsolved. In 1895, the whole matter

r eceived fres h emphas i s with the Boardts announcement to
the Mission that the African churches would no Ion er receive

fi nanc i a l ass i st an ce from erica. Eor the past few years
the Board had suffe red f r om a shortage of funds. In 1890
the Miss ionary Hera ld noted a general fall~off in donations
f r om the Ame r ican Churche s and f or e cas t a difficult year

ahead/ •.•.

78 . ABM A/ 2/1 6, Smith to Kilbon, 9 January 1889, p 3.

79 . Booth , The Uni t ed States Expe'r i.ence ; ' p 130.

80 . ABM A/l/ 8, "ReI?o:t of the Committee appo inted to re ...
port on the orlgln, scope, status and authority of
t he Abaisi t upa" , June 1898.

81 . The Abaisi t upa i n i t i a l l y supported Shibe in his quar
r e l with the Mission.
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ahead . 82 The fi na nc i a l s 1895--and i t seems that the Board saw this as an 0 ortune moment

- t o once agai n br ing the qu estions of ort and self -

governme nt ou t i n t O-the open .

For thre e yea rs , r epresentatives from the foreign mis

siona ry s ocie ties of the Unit ed States and Canada had been

meet i ng in Ne w Yor k "to conf e r together about the best
methods to pursu~ i n our mission work". 83 At the 1894

meet ing , a spe c ial commi t t e e was appo inted to deal with

th e quest ion of s e lf - support . In 1895 the committee pre

s ented i t s r eport and the result was a circular letter,

to be sent to all missions connected with the conference .

Thi s l etter stated unequivocally that "It is the distinc t

aim of a ll our societies to plant a native church, drawi~g

i t s material support en t i r e l y from the native community ,

wh ich wi fl De ministered to by a nat ive pastorate an e

self - s up porting , s el f-governing and self-propogating" .

In f or wa r di ng this l etter to the AZM , Smith gave instruc

t ions that it was to be translated into Zulu and made a

vailable to as many members of the Christian community as
po ss ib l e . 85 In the meantime , the Mission appointed a com

mitt ee to consider the circular. In its report, this com
mittee " c a ll (ed ) attent ion to the fact that the Mission had

oft en given expr e s s i on to the principle of self-support , and

had, i n a var iety of ways and by repeated effort sought to

inculcate/ ....

82. The Mis si onar y Herald, Vol LXXXVI, No. viii , August
1890 , p 305.

83 . ABM A/ 4/53, "Suggestions as to Methods of Self-Sup
por t " , 1895-189 9, p 1 .

84 . ABM A/ 4/53, "Suggestions as to Methods", p 2 .

85 . ABM A/ 2/1 ?, Smith to Goodenough, 21 May ]895 , p 1.
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. Ch r i . ,,86
i nc ul ca te th i s principle among the na t i v e r i s t i an s ': .

The commi t tee who l eh eart edly adopted the principle of self

s uppo r t and r ecommended that no further f i nanc i a l aid be
give n to the Zul u c hurc he s . On the question of self-govern

me nt , howe ve r , i t was f ar more reticent: "Your committee

does not underst and by self - suppor t that every church will

call and provi de for i t s own pastor". ther words, the
Mi s s i on was s t i l l not )re ared to roceed with the ordina-

t ion of Afr i can pastors.

On th i s occas ion, Smith stood firm . He informed the

Mission that " i f thes e churches are able to provide the

suppor t of the ir own native pastors and preachers then it

i s clear that they ought to be led to do this at the earl i
e s t pract i cabl e date". 87 Smith had issued these kind of

orde r s before , and to no avail . In the end, the impetus
f or act ion on the part of the AZM came not from Boston, but

f r om the Afric an converts themselves. The circular was

translated i n t o Zul u and five hundred copies were printed

on the Mi s s i on press . These were distributed at the annual

mee ting of the converts at Mapumulo . The Africans, to whom

the i de a of s e l f - support was hardly new, adopted its re~

comme ndations ent hus i as t i ca l l y . Ransom reported that "the

i dea of sel f-support has come . .. in an electrical wave;
i t took the nat ive meeting by storm". 88 Unlike the mis

s ionar i es, however, the converts' idea of self-support was
linke d very cl ose l y to the concept of self-government:

"The Zulu/ . . ..

86 . ABM A/ l /7 , "Report of the Special Committee on Self
Support", 5 July 1895, P 11 .

87. ABM A/2 / 17 , Smith to Goodenough, 25 March 1895 , p 2.

88 . Rans om C., writ ing in The Missionary Herald , Vol. XCI,
No . 11, Novembe r 1895, p 462.
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"The Zul u Churches in terp re ted ( t he le t te r ) to mean not

on ly self -s uppo r t bu t sel f- control, with emphas i s on the

la tter . They seemed to t ak e the l etter to be official
- - ------

notifica tion f r om t he Board that the missionaries were no
89- - - - - ---- ---

l onger needed" . At the Mapumulo meeting the convert~

appoi nted t hei r own commi t t ee to de c ide on wha ac.tion
sho uld be t aken. The miss iona r- i es were not consuLted on

90
this matter, nor were they invited to sit on the committee.

The Mission ac te d swi ftl cor r e c t what it regarded as

a misappre he nsion on the part of the Africans. A spe-
c ial commi t tee was appointed "to correct the misunderstand

i ng of the se lf- s up-p. or t c ircular" and the converts were In
f ormed that the ac ti on they had taken was unconstitutional.

At the same t i me, the missionar ies attempted to appeas~

bot h t he Board a.n.d the GQU\Ler ordai in four pastors

i n 1895. I h i s ge s t ur e silenced f or a while the protests

of t e oard, but the spir tt .in which it was made ensure

that it woul d be unacce table to the churc e The mis
sionaries were prepared to ordain pastors, but refused to

allow thes e men the independence and authority which,

und er an y other circumstances, would have gone with this

po s it ion. I n the same report in which it informed the
Board of the ordinat ions, the Mission noted that: "We do

not/ ....

89. ABM A/ l /9 , Br idgman, F.B., "The Ethiopian Movement
and Oth er Independent Factions Characterized by a
Na t i ona l Spirit", 5 June 1903, p 12.

90 . ABM A/ l / 8 , "Report of the Committee Appointed to
Cor r ec t the Mi sunderstanding of the Self-Support
Ci rcu l a r " , June 1896, p 1.

91 . From a s pee ch by J uds on Smith, i t appears that while
t~ e Board did .not i n t end to dispense imrnediateiy
WI t h th e serVIces of the missionaries it did en
vis age the chur c he s enjoying a large ~easure of self
co nt r o l . It is poss ible, therefore that the con
ver ts ' i nte rpre ta ti on of the circul~r was nearer the
truth than that of the missionaries. See A/2/17
"Se l f- Support i n Miss ion Churches" January 1894'
p 23 . "
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not mean to say that there is any station which

requires supervIsIon. We have not reached that
and may be at a considerable distance from it".

no longer

goal yet
92

In answer to the Mission's s were a1

. s and that "h.e

thinks he is the king The

converts resented the Mission's control of the funds which
they had contributed and its-failure to inform th how-- 
this money was spent. Rumours began to circulate that the
missionaries were using the contributions of the churches
~or their own private needs. 97

The new pastors were not given charge of their own sta
tions but were placed under the supervision of missionar
ies. The pastors' dissatisfaction with this situation was
illustrated by a series of questions which Sunguza Nyuswa 93

put to the annual meeting of the Mission in 1897 . . Nyuswa
wished to know wh it was that he was controlled by Harris

94

when no white missionary was supervised in this way'.

.wo.rkmen of the Am decided on this

order of things, he of the Board to
legislate for the Zulu churches when it contributed nothing

towards their support. The protest against the methods
of the Mission was not confined to the pastors. n 1895

to the AZM expressing

By 1895/ ....

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

A 746, "Annual Report of the Zulu Mission, 1895-1896",
p 4.

Nyu swa was ordained over the church at UmtwaIums in
1895. He was later to become the leader of the Zulu
Congregational Church in Johannesburg.

Missionary in charge of Umtwalume.

ABM A/1/8, "Sunguza's questions: Annual Meeting,
June 1897.

ABM A/2/10, "Denomination of Umtwa1ume" to Goodenough
2S April 1895, p 2 (translated by M. Bhengu.) ,

ABM A/l/7, "Committee Report on the Native Annual
Meeting", 1895, p 2.
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By 1895, rel ation~tween the mission~r~es and the con

verts had r e a ch ed a crisis-point. Matters were made worse

by the hostility whi ch arose between the AZM and the Natal

G~ve rnme n t , and in particUTa;, by th~ ~olonists' attempts,

i n the l atter half of the nineteenth century, to remove

f r om th e Mission the control of the Mission reserve lands.

The AZM had always enjoyed a cordial relationship with

the imperi al authorities in Natal. Through its adminis

tration of the bulk of the reserves and by assuming a large

measure of re sponsibility for the education of the Afri

c ans in Natal, the Mission relieved the government of the

bu rden of providing f or a large proportion of the African

population. Speaking at the Jubilee Celebrations of the

Mission in 1885, Sir Charles Mitchell 98 conveyed to the

missionar ies "the hearty sympathy of the government of

th is colony . . . the government were conscious that in the

task of governing the natives of the colony the work of

the missionar i es was a very material assistance" . 99 The

large ma j ori t y of the Natal colonists 100, however, did not

share th is viewpoint. The col osed to mis-

sionary work i n ene al. Ta lor observed that "the new corner

(to Natal) 7.. . .

98 . Administrator of Natal .
99 . Quoted i n The Mi~sionary Her~ld, Vol. LXXXII, No . iv ,

Apr il 1886, pp 132-133 .
100. It i s a s impossible to generalize about "the colonists"

as it is to generalize about "the missionaries" or
"the Africans" . Great differences of opinion existed
between, for example , the stock farmers of the interior
a~d the inhabitant~ of Durban: B:cause of their posi
tIon a s a small whIte populatIon In the midst of a
large Afr i c an population, however, the colonists
adopt ed an almost uniformly-conservative stand on
"native policy".
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(to Na ta l) must never manifest any interest in the natives,

exce pt t o abus e them, and he wil l not need a second warning
agai ns t br i ngi ng up th e subject of missionaries. Should
he do so a t a r eput abl e town house, he will find his re

mar ks r ece ived i n a chi l l i ng silence, the host adroitly

h . " 101cha ngi ng t e convers atI on .

This Mission work was tied up with the

two paramount i ssue s of Natal politics - land and labour .
Throug out t e nIneteenth century the colonists complained /
of a s hor t age of thes e vital commodities. Recent research
has shown that i n both cases it was an artificial shortage .

Na t a l did not attract as lar e number of settlers as did
the othe South Africa and had it not been for---
the fac t that thous ands of a~res were tied u the hands

~~~~Ie _would have been sufficient land for_ ....---
aintains that had labour been utili-

ze d more efficient ly , there would have been no need to in
c re ase the number of Africans in employment . 103 The

colonists either could not, or did not desire to see things

in this li h t , In. t.he.Lr vie.w the shoz.ta of la~d and la
bour were attributable to the existence of the reserves,
which not only deprived the white settlers of large portions
of choice land, but provided a protected environment for
Afri cans who did not wish to enter the labour market. It
was c la imed that Afr icans who lived on the reserves and who

were educated/ . • . •
" ""

101. ABM A/l/9, Taylor, J.D . , "The Attitude of Government
and Col on i s t s towards Missionary Work Among the
Na tives " 17 July 1903, P 1.

102. The best treatment of land speculation in Natal is
Sl a te r , H., "Land, Labour and Capital in Natal: The
Na t a l Land and Colonization Company, 1860-1948"
Journa l of African His"t"ory , Vol XVI' , No. 11, 1975.
See a l s o Marks, S., R~luctatit R~b~llion : The 1906-8
Di s t r ubances in Natal, (Oxford , ]970), pp ]20-121.

103. De Ki ewiet, A History df South Afr ica, p 83 .
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wc r e ed ucated by the mis s i onari es were "spoilt" as la

ho u r e rs : " It was the c us t om to divide the natives into

th e kraal ka f f ir s and th e makholwa 104 kaffirs, and it was
---------sa i d t ha t th e ka f f i rs who had not been taug t anytlHng

a capi ta ~ se r van t , and that the Chr i s t i an kaffir was
105

s poi l t " .

The AZ M wa s particularly res ented by the colonists be

cause i t con t r o l led most of the Reserves . The colonists

strongly oppos ed the recommendations of the 1846 Locations

Commi s s i on and s ingl ed out the American missionaries as

th e ir pr i me t ar get f or attack . In a platform and news -

paper c ampa i gn Adams and his colleagues were accused of

plott ing to undermine the security of the colony and of

'a t t empt i ng to s et up a "native republic". 10 For tlie1r

pa r t , the miss ionari e s f ound little with which to identify'

i n t he co l on i s t s t andpo i n t . Although they formed friend -

s hips and engaged in soc ial activity in colonial society 107

the i r i n te r e s t s were too different from those of the colo

n ists f or such activities to form the basis ac

t ion. In the instances where they did share a common view

po int, they usually d id so for very different reasons . The

c on t r ove r s y over trad itional practices is a case in point .

In opposition to Shepstone's policy of retaining traditional

marr i age customs, in the hope that they would ultimately

d i e a natural death, th e colonists maintained that these

cus t oms encour aged la ziness in African males and cont ributed

tow ards the shortage of labour . The missionaries opposed these

c us t oms on th e grounds that they were contrary to Christian

t 1 · 108eac i i ngs .

All the/ .. ..

104. Li terally , "believer".

105 . Na t a l Me r cur y , 17 June 1897 , p 9 .

106 . Boot h , The Un ited States Expe r i ence , p 10 5.

107. Di nne r s t e i n , "The American Board Mission", p 195 .

108 . Wels h , The Roots of Segregation , pp 88 -91.
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Al l t he while Bri tai n re tai ne d c ont r o l over the a f fa irs

of a ta l , t he missiona rie s were as s ur ed of a sympathetic

hearing . As ear ly as 1874, however, the colonists had been

pus hi ng fo r se lf -gove r nmen t and i n the 1880's the c ampaign

mounted in intensi t y . Shu la Marks mainta ins that the

major objective i n the agTtation or responsl e
me nt wa s "to ge t contr ol of the natives into the hands of

t he col onis ts " . With the granting of responsible

governme n t to the co l ony i n 1893 this goal was achieved.

The ore tic a l l y ihe Gove r nor retained respons ib ility for the

welfare of th e African population, but, "in the event, no
110

Governo r of Natal eve r exe r c iz ed these powers". For

all prac tic a l purpo s es the colonists now became the

governmen t and t hey imme di a t e l y Into a campaign

t o tr an s f er the t ru stee ship' of t i~-

sionary societ i e s i nt o the hands of the government.

The Na t a l Government, under pressure f r om the colonists,

had ap poi nted a Commi s si on in 1886 to consider "the extent

to whic h l ands grant ed in reserve for mission purposes

have be en ut il i zed f or the objects for wh ich such grants
were originall y made". 111 The Commission had earmarked

one of the AZM r es erves as being insufficiently worked and

a bi l l had been passed to enable the Governor to resume

control of th is l and . The Mission was aware that this was

just the beg inn ing of a campaign, the ultimate aim of which

was to d ivest it of the control of all its land; conse

quent ly, i t s tre nuous l y res isted this decision . The bill

was fi nally defe a ted through the intervention of the im-

per ial/ . ...

109. Mark s , Reluctant Rebell ion, p 9.

110 . I bid .

111 . Cd . Numbe r 1307-1 00-4 Novembe r , 1886.
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pe ria l gove r nme n t . 11 2 With the advent of responsible gov

e r nme nt , t he AZM fea re d that another attempt would be made.

In i ts annual repo r t to th e Bo ard in 1895 the Mission ob
serve d , "One cloud i s the possib ility that the Mission Re

serve lands may be th rown open to white settlement ...

whi le Na tal remai ned a c r own col ony the rights of the na
ti ves were prot ect ed. Under t he present Responsible Govern-

113me nt the ir conti nua nce on these lands is not as sure".

was to replace

Aff a i r s was to cease to be a member of the

e admini s t r ati on of the reserves. T e ecre-

Native Trust
the missionar i es :a:s~T~r~u~s::t:e~e~s~.~~~~~~----~~-:~~~::::-------

The mis s iona r i es' fea r s were soon realized. That same

yea r th e gove rnment i nt r oduce <;l a bill "to regulate the use
---------'yr4-ThebiIlenvisa1fen--:rn~~~~Of-~ls s i on- Res erves". . The bill envlsaged impertant

The Mis si on ' s r e sponse to this situation was an anomalous

one. On the one hand, it welcomed the proposed government

takeover of the r es erves. Over the years the missionaries

had come to real i ze that their position as adminis~rators

of the res erves was an onerous one, especially as they were

not granted proper authority to deal with civil matters in
th e s e are as . The y ob jected strongly, however, to the pro

pos a l that the Nata l Na t i ve Trust assume the trusteeship of

the Reserves/ .....

11 2 •

1 13 .

1 14 •

11 5 .

See Swit zer, "The Probl fems 0 an African Mission"pp 103-105. ,

A 746 , Dorward to Smith, 26 June 1895.

CB No . 18, 1895. A copy of this is in A 748.

The Na t a l Na ti ve Tr us t was created in 1864 t
as ~ trust boar d f or land set aside for Af .0 act
pat lon. See Welsh, The Roots of segregati~~~a~po~~~;o.
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t he Rese rves as th ey f e l t that this unjustly excluded them
. , f the areas. 116from any say i n the runn ing 0

'fhe r epre sent at i ons of the missionaries as a society and

as pa r t of the Na ta l Missionar y Conference delegation suc

ceede d i n de l ay ing th e i mp l ement a t i on of the Mission Re 
serves Ac t unt i l 1903 . In the intervening years the AZM had

h i h " b i t d 117ma nage d to mod i f y seve ral of the clauses to w lC It 0 Jec e ,

and t he bill as f i n~l l y passed represented a balanced com
pr omise between the i nt e r e s t s of the Mission and those of the

118Na ta l governme nt .

Thr oug hout the negot iat ions the African converts , to whom
the t rust eesh ip of the r eserves was a crucial issue, had not

been cons ul ted . The conve r t s reacted adversely to the 1895

bil l and did the ir best, by means of petitions and letters,

to persuade the missionar i es to stand firm in their opposi

t ion to the gov ernment. An African writing to Goodenough in

1899 noted that should the Mission give up the reserves, it
would be l ead ing the conve r t s "into the mouth of a lion , the
gov ernment". 119 The members of the deputatio~ from the

Amer i can Board whi ch visited Natal in 1903 were inundated with
. . h . b " 120 Th f "1 " f h b "pet It Ions on t I S su J ect . e Ina passIng 0 t e 111

caused/ ....

116. See Kilbon, C.W ., "The Mission Reserves Bill", (paper
presented to the Natal Missionary Conference , 1895),
(K .C . Lib rary).

11 7. The Mi s s i on ' s major objection to the bill was that
i t would be deprived of the revenue which it received
f r om the reserves. The 1903 bill laid down that half
the revenue was to be retained by the AZM .

]] 8 . For details, see Swi t zer , "The Problems of an African
Mi s s i on" , pp 150-191.

11 9. ABM A/ 2/1 2, Langa M. Ngcobo to Goodenough, 24 January 1899
] 20. ABM A/ 4/51, "Report of the Deputation sent by the Ameri

can Board t o i ts Miss ions in South Eastern Africa in
1 9 03"~ pp 7- 14 . T~e conve r t s ' main reason for opposing
th e bIl l was t hat I t removed for good their chances of
ob taini ng f ree hol d t enure on reserve land .
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caused las ti ng damage to r elations between the Mission and its

co nverts : "The te na nts nev er f org ot what they regarded as a
breach of f a i t h on th e part of the Miss ion". 121 The AZM's

in fluen ce on t he r es erves was substantially reduced: "The
i nfl uence of the churc h began to de cline in the Mission Re-

b 1 . 1" 122 Thserves and the religi ous e lement ecame a most nI. e
affai r i s s ti l l r emembered with bitterness by present-day

membe r s of the Zulu Chur ch es.

The s ituat ion in which the African converts of the AZM
f ound themselves i n the 1890's called for some i in ion.
Thei r posit ion arose out of the actions of both the AZM and
th e Natal gov The Mission had aroused dissatisfaction
.._~~---by i t s f a i l ur e to i mpl ement the princip-le of self- overnment
an try I t s attem ts to the African converts of all

vest iges of the "tradition life". The Government's
attempts to den y the converts security of tenure on the Mis
s ion Reserve lands served only to increase this dissatisfac
t ion. At f i r s t sight, the avenues open to the converts ap
pear to hav e been c l os ed on all sides; their protests against
the Miss ion had been received in stony silence and no politi
ca l organi zations existed through which they could express

the±r grievances a a in t the ~ rnment. e ma'ority of
the converts e i t he r accep.ted their position and decided to re
ma in s ilent for fe a r of losing what little rivile e they did
pos-se-s , or r e s ol ve d , l ike .John Dube, TV to work for change

within the ex isting structures. A small group of Africans,
however/ ....

121 . Sw i t zer, "The Problems of an African Mission, p 193.

122. Inanda (uncl as s ified), "Address delivered by G.G. Nxaba
at the Mission Council Conference held at Adams Mis
s ion Stat ion, 4 July 1953", P 1.

123. Even ~ad pol it i cal protest been possible i t is likely
that I t wou l d have be en quickly put down.

124 . For Dube , see Mark s , S., "The Ambiguities of Dependence:
J ohn L. Dube of Na t a l " , J our na l of Southern African
Studies , Vol. I, No. 2, 1975.
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however , came t o the conclusion that the ir position was un-

tenable and t hat some_~ind 0 decL· ary.--Give n th e ir background , i t was natural that they should

choose t o work through t he church f or change. The peculiar

CIrc umstances pr e va il ing at the Tabl e Mountain Mission

S a I on on tat i t would be the centre of th is rotes t

movemen t .
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CIIAPTE R II.l . CONF LICT AND SEC ESSION: THE FORMATION OF THE ZCC

The Tab le Mo unta i n Mission Station, situated forty miles

north- \Vest of Durban i n Pietermar itzburg County, was founded

by Ame ri can missiona r y , Samuel D. Marsh in 1848. Shortly
t he reaf te r , .1a r s h was forced to abandon the station owing

to ill hea l th, and f r om 1850 it was administered by Reve

r end J ac ob D6hne , f ormer l y of the Berlin Missionary Society.
I n 1860 D6hne lef t the AZM to rejo in his parent society and

f rom that dat e unti l 1896 Table Mountain was without the ser

vice s of a r e s ident white missionary. The Mission, which

was ~e se t by a perenni a l shortage of staff throughout the

nineteenth ce nt ur y , f ound it impossible to spare a mission

ary f or a stat ion wh ich was not only isolated from the other
2AZ M ce nt r es , but as late as the 1880's was barely acces-

s i ble by wa gon . 3 The populat ion at Table Mountain had

proved unrecep t i ve to the message of the Gospel 4 and it
seems that th e only reason the AZM retained control over the

station/ .....

1. D6 hne was a "curious member of the Mission." He became
the on ly non-American member of the AZM after quarrell-
i ng with his own society. The AZM soon regretted its
dec is ion as D6hne ill-treated the Africans at Table
Mounta in. He i s best-known for producing the first
complet e Zul u dictionary. For more details see de Kock, W. .
D ic ti on a r~ of South African Bioiraphy, (Pretoria, 1968)
pp 24 7-24; binnerstein, "The merican Board Mission,"
p 201; f ile on Dohne i n the South African Missionary
Muse um, King Williamstown.

2. Mos t of the AZM stations were on, or near, the coast.

3 . ABM A/ 3/ 49 , Rood to H.C. Shepstone 4 January 1887 •

.4 . ABM A/ 3/ 41 , "Report f or the Table Mountain Mission Station"
(n . d . ) , but appear s to have been written in D6hne's time. I
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s ta tion was th e r e ve nue it received f r om the sale of fire
S

wood and t imber fr om the area.

In 1870 the non-o ccupancy of the Tabl e Mountain Station

came to the not i ce of the Natal Government, which sent a

l etter to th e Miss ion inquiring about its future plans for
th e station. In r eply, the AZM offered to waive all claims

to the station and to r eturn the land it occupied to the

government. 6 Thi s of f er was never taken up, however, and
in 1875 the titl e 'deed to the Table Mountain Mission Reserve,

amounting to 5,623 acres, was granted to the Mission. 7

Two years earl~~r an African preacher, Daniel Njaleki, had
be en appo inted by' the AZM to take char e of the station.

N j a l e ki began the construction of a church and by 1877 it
_. ....

had a membership of twenty-tour. A school was started
and an Afr ican school t eacher employed. Members of the Mis
s Ion made periodi c v is its to the station to conduct mission
ary work and to admit new members into the church. 9

In the early 1880's there emerged at Table Mountain what

has been descr ibed as the "first se aratlstc urc mo

ment wit e AZM," when Nja l.ek i and most of his con-
gregation left the station and estaolisnea

5.

6 .

7 .

8.

9 •

10 •

.Fi r ewood was cut from the reserve under a license of
16 sh ill ings a load and the money received was paid in
to the Board of Trustees.

ABM A/l/1, Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the AZM,
May 1870, p 73 ; S. N.A. 1/1/20 R226/1870, Rood to
S. N. A., 18 May] 870.

A copy of this i s in S.C. 1/16/38, 1898. (Pietermaritz
burg Archi ves ).

Fi gures taken from Dinnerstein "The American Board Mis
s ion", p 20 1.
ABM A/3/ 49, Rood to Shepstone, 9 January 1887.

Swit zer, "Th e Problems of an African Mission", 126 n.86.
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se t t Lcmc nt i n Zul u l and . el
by cco nom ic gri evan ces. For some time the Mission been
r e cei ving comp l a i nt s f r om the Africans at Table Mountain be
cau se wh it e fa r me rs f r om the surrounding districts were using

th e Mi s s ion Res erv e land as grazing-ground for their cattle

d~ring the wint er months. These cattle were not properly
cont r ol l ed and a number of African farmers had had their
crops destroyed. The ~f r i c an s also accused the white far-

mer s of spreading lung-sickness among their own cattle. As

t he trustees of th~ reserve, the missionaries were uty-bound

t o i nve s tiga te these complaints; but they took little or no

act ion in th is matter. From 1880 to 1882 the Africans' prob

l ems were highl ighted when the Table Mounta in area experienced

s ev ere drought. Ma ny of the converts living on the station

suf f ered cr op-fa i l ure . Since the AZM was not prepared to

offer them assist ance they decided to settle elswhere .

. Nj a le ki do es not appear to have wanted to set up an African

churc h independent of Mission control. 0 aescr~ ID -

gration which he l ed as a "sep ar a t i.s tychur ch movement" is
therefore somewhat inaccurate. 12 3 later recalled

that the pr.e.acher: ~ ' hQ (ed) that our mission might conse
still regard him as belonging to us and would aid in his sup
port." 1 I n Ing t at the AZM was not prepared to do tnls,

Nj a l eki returned to Table Maunta~n in 1887 and be an work a
f r es h . With in s i x months there were ten Christian families
l iving on the station. 15

In 1886/ •..

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.

Report of the Na tive Miss ion Reserves Commission, No. 1307,
-100 - 4, November, 1886, p 6.
~one t he l : s s , this earlier movement is important because
1 t . c?n~rlbuted towards the growth of the "independent
spIr It at Table Mountain which was to be crucial to
the eme r ge nce of the Z. C. C.
Cha i r man of the AZM, 188 7.

ABM A/3/ 49, Rood to Shepstone, 4 January 1887.

ABM A/3/ 49, Pixley to Judson Smith, 31 August 1887.
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In 188b th e Mi ss ion Res erves Commission began its task of

i nves tiga t i ng th e us e of reserve land by missionary societies

i n Na ta l . The members of thi s commission visited Table Moun
t ain wh il e Njale ki was still in Zululand, with the result

tll at th e y f ound little evidence of missionary work being con

ducted th e r e. The build ings which had been constructed on
th e s t a t i on had fal len i nt o decay and there were only nine

hous es belong ing to Chr i s t i an famil ies on this land. The

Commis si on found that £2 088 had been received by the Mission

f r om the sal e of f irewood from the reserve, which was now

a l mos t comple te ly de nuded of its natural resources, and that

only £25 of this mon ey had been spent on the station itself.

In i t s opinion, the Tabl e Mountain Reserve "was not being
uti l i zed f or the purpos es f or which it was granted" 16 and

i t r e commended that the land be reclaimed by the govern

ment. I n De cember 1886 the Secretary for Native Affairs
(SNA) Ln f ormed the AZM tha the_.go;v:ernment intended to

annex Table Mounta in. 17

In th e Mis sion's op in ion, the Commission had provided a

fals e i mpr es si on of af fairs at Table Mountain articularly
with r egard to the financial situation. The missiqnari~s

cla imed ~ h a t th~y had spent a considerable sum of money in

ma intaining missio~ work a ~ the s !ati.~ni far more, in fact,
than they had received in revenue. 18 ~one the l e s s , they

were ob liged to concede that "all that might have been ex
pected has not been done and is not being accomplished on
the ... Reserve." 19 On the advice of the Board, the AZM

proposed/ ....

· 16 . Report of the Na t i ve Mission Reserves Commission, 1886.

17. ABM A/2/22, Shepstone to Pixley, 6 December 1886.

18. A~M A/~/49, Wilder, G.A., "Reasons for not complying
wIth hIS Excellency's communication of 6 December
1886," 188 7. Nost of the money that the Mission had
spent had gone into maintaining Dohne at the station
f or t en years.

19. Ib id.
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p roposed t o th e governme nt that the station be exchanged

for an addi t iona l gran t of land at one of its other sta
tions . 20 This was never put into e f f ect because in the

ens ui ng mo nt hs the mi ss ionaries began to entertain suspi

cions-aoout fne gove r nme n t ' s real intention in reclaiming
tlr expr e s s ed it: "We fear that if

we yie l d now i n t hi s c ase and give back this reserve to

th e c r own we s hou l d ope n a door that we cannot shut and

gi ve a cha nce to land-c ove t i ng colonists who wish to push
th e na t i ve s t o the wall .-;~ 2-1 The Mis s ion now Iaunc

i nt o a determI ned campai gn t ountaIn. ans
we re hastily dr awn up f or the erection of buildings on the
s t a ti on ; the miss ionar i es themselves contributing towards
the expe nse i nv o l v~d . 2 The Board used its influence in

London to br ing the matter to the attent ion of the imperial
23

aut hor i t ies , who ult i mat ely vetoed the proposed annexation.

The co ng rega tion a t Tabl e Mountain were not unaware that

th e gove r nme nt intended to annex the Reserve, and followed
with an xious i nte res t the debate between the Mission and the

government. Wh en Pixley visited the station in 1887, he was
bes ieged by quest ions on this issue. 24 Even though they

had suffered neglect at the hands of the AZM the Africans

on the station were eager to remain under its control, and
, ,

i n ,t he late 1880's they took active steps to re-establish
missionary work i n the area. In one year the members of the
church r ai sed £10 towards the construction of a school-house
and a chapel. 25 I n 1888 Njaleki, whose health was failing,

left/ .•..

20 . ABM A/2/1 6, Smith to Pixley, 1 June 1887.

21 . ABM A/3/ 39, Pixley to Smith, 4 April 1887.

22 . ABM A/3/39 , Pixley to Smith, 31 August 1887.

23 . For deta ils, see Swi tzer, "The Problems of an African
Missio n , " pp 103-105.

24 . ABM A/3/39 , Pi xl ey to Smith, 31 August 1887. Pixley
was appoi nted missionary-supervisor over the station.

25 . This wa s a large sum of money, considering that there
we re only 10 f ami l i e s living on the station.
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left Table Mo untain and the chur ch appl ied to the Mission

f o r a re p1acemen to From mi s s ion r eports during the 1890' S

i t appea r s th at Usimun u Shibe ~ who took u the position,

was pe rsona l l y selec ted bX the con e ation a d subse uent-
Iy appr ove d by th e Miss ion. 27 The a ointment of a perma-

e nt preacfier marked a turnin - the history of the

s ta tion . Wi th in five xe ar s Shibe who b all accounts
was an ex treme ly e l oquent preacher, was attracting an aver

age congrega ti on ~f e i ght y each Sunday, 28 and was receiving

a large measure of his su ort from the peopl e themselves .
.--- - - -

I n the e ye s of the ~issionaries, the problems at Table

Mount ai n had been sat isfactori ly overcome, and they were

conte nt to l eave the station in Shibe's hands. The Natal

governme nt , however, was determined that if the AZM was to

re t ai n cont r ol ov er the station, it had to supply a resi

dent white missionary to take charge of it. 29 It was

under / .•....

26 . Usimungu Bafazi n i Shibe was born at Franklin, 100 miles
South West of Durban, in about 1826. He was convert
ed to Chri s tiani t y by being employed by AZM Missionary
Bridgman , as a bricklayer and road-maker. He moved to '
Um zumbe Mission Station, where he attended school. In
the 1870's he was selected to study at Adams College
where he r emained for seven years. He then returned'
to Um zumbe, where he soon established himself as a
le ade r i n the small Christian community. He played
a prominent role i n the temperance crusade and re
ligi ous r ev i val whi ch swept the Mission in the late
1870's. In formation from Switzer, "The Problems of an
Afri can Mi s sion" , p 384, and Interviews with Mrs. Shibe,
27 March 1978 and 15 April 1978.

27 . He was one of the preachers who was supported by the
N. H.F . M. S . See A747, "Report of the 55th Annual Meet
i ng of the AZM , " 25 June 1890.

28 . ABM A/3/ 48, Annua l Tabular Views for the Table Mountain
Mission stat ion for the years ending 1888-1895.

29 . A747, Bunker, F.R., "General Letter of the AZM" , June 1898.
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under th e s e c i rcums tances that the Mission entered into ne

go tiations with t he Na ta l Congre ga t i ona l Union NCU, a
co lonia l churc ll wi th i ts headquarters i n Pi eterma~ itzburg.

Ma ny yea rs before , t he Ame rican missionar i es had establish

ed c l os e co ntac ts wi t h t his body, whos e doctrinal beliefs

we re aki n t o th e ir own . . he AZM hoped that ultimately the

NCU mig ht be pe rs ua de d to underta~e missionary wor a-

mo ng the Afr i c an s i n Na t a l . Since the Mission could not

s ee it s way to pro vid ing a missionary for Table Mountain,

i t prop os ed that the NCU take over the station and use

it as a bas e f r om wh i ch to launch a missionary project.

Af te r ex te nde d negot iat ions, i t was agreed that the NCU

c ont r o l Table Mounta in f or a trial period of ten years,

a ft~r wnlcn t ne whol e matter would be reviewed. From the

cond i ti ons atta ch ed to the agreement it is clear that at

th is stage the AZ.M wish. d t. I.e.tai a substantial degree of ..
cont r ol over t he s t a ti on . The NCU was to "make a report

to t e i ss ion annuall an tour p an
rules f or mi s s ion work. ' 31 church at Table Mountain

was to cont inue to make an annual contribution to the Abai

si.tupa .

In 1896, G. J. Pugh, the former treasurer of the NCU,

too up I S pos It Ion as missionary-in-charge of Table Moun
ta in. Althou gh the church members had not been consulted

ab out the ta e ove r , ey accepted him an
Iai Ing y aoout building them a house. urch

and s choo l attendance continued to be good and Pugh expressed

opt imism over th e prospects of the station. 32 The concord

between/ ....

30 . A 751 , Pix ley to Smith; (no date), 1898.

31 . ABM A/ l /7 , "Report of the Semi-Annual Meeting of the
AZM," Februar y 1893.

32 . ABM A/3 /46 , " Gen eral Letter of the AZM," read at the
annu a l meeti ng June 1896.
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be twee n missiona r y and converts was shattered, however, when
Pug h put a r equ e st to the AZM asking f or Shibe's removal

from Tab le Mount a i n .

On Pugh 's arrival , Shibe , who had been su f fering from ill 

healt h , applied for f our mont hs leave of absence. On be
ing granted permi ss ion by the Abaisitupa, he went to Love-

33
da l e i ns ti t ution i n the Cape Colony to study and recuperate.

Pugh 's acquai ntance with the preacher must therefore have

been brief ; ye t i t was su f ficient for him to decide that
he Mission, w ad as-

sume stay on at Ta le Moun aln,

happy and perplexed Ey the turn which events h d r-
icularly s ince Pugh offe re d no reasons for his decision .

To t he AZ M Shi be was a trusted and able preacher, whose work

ha d been comme nde d by eve ry missionary who had visited t e
s ta ti on . 34 Kilbon ex pres sed the general opinion of the

Mi ss ion when he wrote:

We feel in s ome meas ure .. . that principles of
j us t i ce ha ve not been res cted. . e 0
need more ligfi t on the grounds of the disunion in
order to f or m and expr e s s an unequ ivocal judge-
ment ... I f Mr . Pugh were one of our own mission
ar i es we shou ld feel like having him state to us
why the concord that existed when he was station-
ed at a given place was broken. · 35

Thi nking that Pugh 's ac ti on might be bas ~~ on a misunder

standing of the pr inciples of the AZM ; the Mission appointed

a s pe ci a l commi t tee to "expl ain to the Missionary conunittee
o the Congregat iona l Uni on t ne re atlon sts e~

t ween the members of the Miss ion and the native as tors

and churches und er th~ I' !he extent of the missionaries !

support/ .•• .

33 . ABM A/ l/8 , "Report of the Native Agency Committee"
Annua l Mee ting , 1896.

34 . Swi tzer , "The Pr oblems of an African Mission", p 384.

35 . ABM A/2/2 9 , Kilbon to Fernie, 7 September 1897.
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support for Shibe may be measured by a resolution passed at

the same mee ti ng , ag reei ng that if the church at Tabl e
Mo un tai n wi shed t o hav e him ordained as their pastor, th is

36
should be done.

The Abaisi t upa r eacted i n a very similar manner to Pugh ' s

r e4uest. At i ts annua l meet ing i n 1896 it express ed sur-

pr i se t hat a pre aet H (wIt0 } tra'~ g i veIl g I' e lf
---'~--'~~-~~'h an L peop e a a le Mountain shoul e

r emoved f r om hi s post." Neither the protests of the

Aba i si t u a nor the action of the Mission were to rove

effec t i ve , however, bec ause both were rendered powerless

by the agreemen t wh ich the AZM had contracted with the

NCU: "The NCU had become the rider and the Mission
th e hors e in di rec ting Table Mountain policy." 38 Pugh

r e fu s ed to r evoke hi s dec ision and i n the end the Mission
and t he Ab a is i tupa r e luctantly agreed that Shibe should
be trans fe rred to the Noods bur g . 39

On his way back to Tabl e Mountain from Lovedale, Shibe

wa s met in Durban by a delegation consisting of Pixley and

two Afr ican pastors and told that he was not to return to

the stat ion. On inqu iring why this decision had been taken
he was me re l y i nfor med that this was what Pugh wanted. 40

Unlike the mis s ionaries, Shibe was unable to accept what to
him appe ar ed to be an un fair and arb itrary action. He

returned/ ....

36. ABM A/ l / 8 , "Report of the Committee on Table Mountain,"
1896.

37 . ABM A/ l /7 , "Report of the Native Agency Committee,"
Annua l Meet ing, 1896.

38 . Swit zer, "The Problems of an African Mission," p 388.

39 . Anot he r of the AZM stations, quite close to Table Mountai

40 . ABM A/ 2/1 0, Shibe to Pixley, 2S July 1898. (translated
by M. Bh en gu ).
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re t ur ne d to Table Mountain and began to hold church ser

vi ces at wh i ch he ope nl y c r i t i c ized Pugh. More than half
of t he co nver t s jo ined him i n his opposition to the mission-

ary . By the beg inning of 189 7 the congregation at Table

Mounta in had spl it i n t o two hostile camps.

Relat ions between the AZM and its converts were already

a t bre aking-po int over the matter of self-support; and
- t he Tabl e Mountain con t r ove r s y , which touched very closely

on th is i ssue, had r epercussions t Hrougnout e 1SS10n.
A l a TOPOltT e converts came out openly in sup-

port of Shibe, and joined the dissident party at Table

Mountain i n calling f or his ordination. From the mis-
- s ionaries' point of v iew, by far the most serious aspect

of the situat ion was the amount of ort hieh Shibe re-

cei ve d ' f r om the African At the pastors' con-
fe rence in June 1897 the pastors cited the self-support

ci rcul ar from America as justification for their demand

th at the congr ega t i on at Table Mountain be allowed to se

lec t its own min ister. The missionaries were condemned for

treat ing the pastors as subordinates and for not consulting

th em over the matter. Pugh came under a great deal of fire.

It was claimed that, "It is not the spirit of God that
s ends Usim~ngu to the Noods bur g ... it was Mr. Pugh's will." 44

In common/ .••

41. ABM A/ 2/ 29, Searle to Goodenough, 1 April 1897.

42 . ABM A/2/2 9, Kilbon to Pixley, 31 July 1897.

43 . ABM A/l/ 9, Br idgman, F.B., "The Ethiopian Movement
and other Independent Fac t i ons Characterized by a
Na t i ona l Spirit", 5 July 1903, P 12.

44 . ABM A/ 4/54, "Minutes of the Pastors' Conference"
22 J une 1897. (translated by M. Bhengu). '
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In co mmo n with Shibe himself, the pastors wished to know

t he r e a son s f or th e preacher's removal. The missionaries

co ul d not prov i de an answe r to this question because they

t he mse l ves had not yet been informed of the charges which

I'ugh was l e vell ing against Shibe. Only in September 1897,

di d pugh fi nal ly r el e as e this in formation and he did so

at a meeting wh ich Shibe, the members of the Table Mountain

Churc h and the Afr ic an pastors were excluded from attend

ing.

BX this time) the conflict between the two Rarties at

Table Mount ain had become so acute that the NCU had

wri t t en to the Boa err: en

Reserves r equest ing Sh,ibe's_r~mov:a.l f om the ,Re s e r :v,..e . 4

The Tr us tee s were reluctant to take this action without

be ing in poss ess ion of all the facts and resolved to wait

un t i I they could me e t in conference with the NCU . At

th is meet ing, Pug h put f or war d four reasons for his ini

t i al decision to dispense with Shibe's services. First,

he ma intained that Shibe had only been given permission to

go to Umzumbe for his leave, whereas he had gone to Love
dale and nad stayed away longer than the stipulated time.

Second, Shibe had unlawfull r zed cattle on the reserve,
and had been doing so for profit. Third) he had employed
school-ch ildren to make bricks for him after being given

money by the Mission to purchase them; fourth, he had em
ployed the school-children to the detriment of their

studies and had treated the teacher as his personal servant. 46

The first/ ....

45 . ABM A/ 2/ 29 ,. Searle to Goodenough, 1 April 1897.

46 . ABM A/ 2/ 29 , "Report of Table Mountain Matters deal t
wi t h i n Congr ega t i ona l Union Meeting", Durban,
15-1 6 September 1897, p 2.
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had r ai s ed no ob j ect i
wr i t te n by Shibe to PixIe
u) -car s that th e
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AZM,

and

etters
it

er

these c i rcums t ances the Mission could hardly carp at his
st aying awa y longer than had been expected. 48 The other

f our charges, however, carried grave implications, and
mISSIonarIes were astonished that Pugh could

have seen fit to· sup2ress this information for so long.

They were further d isturbed that Pugh clearly believed

Shi ne to lie
averse to I on continuing to employ fiim in tnis

c a p ac i t ~ at anot he r s t a t i on . The missionaries had ex-
pected no positive results from their meeting with the

NCU. Inde ed, th ey resented being pushed into active

partic ipation in th e dispute when at all costs they wished

to remain neutral. 50 In fact, this position was untenable

becaus e as trust ees of the Table Mountain Reserve the AZM

was the only body wh ich had the power to evict Shibe. For
thi s r eason th e NCU required that the missionaries give
the ir app roval to a series of resolutions which in effect

r ecogni zed Pugh as the sole authority at Table Mountain and

stated that unl e s s Shibe was prepared to accept the dic
tat es of the Mi ss ionary, h~ was to leave the reserve. 51

The AZM/ ....

47 . The Mi ss ion clearly knew that Shibe was at Lovedale.
See ABM A/l/8, "Report of the Committee on Table
Mount ain", 1896.

48 . ABM A/2/1 0, Shibe to Pixley, 10 June 1896 and
27 Apri l 1896. (translated by M. Bhengu).

49 . ABM A/2/ 29, Kilbon to Fernie, 27 September 1897.

50. ABM A/ 2/ 29, Kilbon to Fernie, 7 September 1897.

51. ABM A/2 /29 , "Report of Table Mountain Matters dealt
with," p 4 .
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The AZM hau hanu ed over control of Table Mountain to the

NCU and it was oblig ed to agree to the resolutions re-

a f f irmin g that c ont r o l. It f e l t cons t r a i ned to protest ,

howe ver, that "thes e di f ficulti es ought to have been ad 

j us te u in their e a r l i e r , incipient stages" and that "injus-
. " 52 'f l .' .ti ce hau bee n don e Slffiungu. le mIssIonarIes were

ac ute l y awa re that they would be accused by the converts of

condemni ng Sllibe unjustly. Consequently , they vigorously

op pos ed th e NCU' s proposal that one of t heir numb e r be

appoi nted to a commi t t ee to inform the congregati on a t

Ta ble Mounta in of the decisions taken at the meeting .

Kilbon l a te r wrot e ,

[t was most i mpor t an t that the C.U . should appear
to the Ta ble Mountain natives as a body distinct
f r om the American mission ... we want to be able
to t ell them that the C.U. controls Table Mountain
and not the American Mission , and they will natu
rally say to themselves , if not to us , - 'How can
that be when the Americans go there to lay down
the l aws?' 53

The Mission's f eelings notwithstanding , Pixley was ap 

pointed to the committee. In October , 1897 he visited

Tab l e Mounta in and delivered a "definite message " to Shibe

and his followers . He was given a very hostile reception

an in form ed that if Pugh carried out his threat of destroy

ing th e bu ilding i n which Shibe had been holding "counter"

services, "there would be bloodshed .,,54 As t he mission

aries had f oresee n , Shibe refused to submit to Pugh's

authority and , s ince the Mission appeared to support the

NCU, he now prepared to make an open break with the AZM.

Swi tzer/ .. ..

52. ABM A/2/ 29 , "Report of Table Mountain Ma t ters , " pp 4- 5 .

53 . ABM A/ 2/ 29 , Kilbon to Fernie , 27 September 1897 .

54 . ABM A/2 /29 , Rugh to Goodenough , 4 October 1897 .
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'wi tzcr suggcsts tha t Shibe's decision to set up his own

c hurc h i ndc)c nde nt of Mission control, was the f inal re-
s ponse of a her avenue clos ed to
h i m. SS 1897, two prominent members of the

'I'abl c Moun t ai n co ngrega ti on wrot e to Judson Smith on Shibe's

bc ha lf , compla i ni ng ab out the way i n which "the missionaries

of the Boa rd hav e dealt with matters at Table Mountain, and

es pecia lly with Smungu (s ic) Shibe," 56 and requested that

th e Bo ard ar bi t ra te in th is matter. It is likely that had

th e Board interven ed a t th is stage, Shibe's final separa

t ion fr om th e AZM coul d have been averted. As it was,
Smith, who knew very li t t l e about the dispute, hesitated

to inte r f ere in the i nte r na l affairs of the Mission and re
pli ed, vi a Pixl ey, that he could not pass judgement 57:

" Fo r the separat ists, th is was the final straw . If the

~~~~'a'n Board, s o res resent pre

me nt , refuse d to i n te r ve ne the saw no alternative but a

comple te withdrawa l f r om the Mission ." In February 1898 ,
Sh i be trave l l ed to J ohanne s bur g , where, in company with

Fokoti Ma kany a of th e Johannesbu~ Church he was ordained

pa stor of the Zul u Congregational Church (ZCC) .

I n the last t wo decades of the nineteenth century, thou

s ands of Na t a l Afr i cans were driven, through economic neces

S lt y~O seek employment on the newly-discovered gold-mines
--of the Witwatersrand. Among these migrants

AZM converts/ . . .

ss. Swit zer, "The Problems of an African Mission," p389.

56. A 748 , " Committee of Table Mountain" (Samuel Mzolo
and Eli jah Zondi ) to Smith, 10 November 1897.

57 . ABM A/2 / 17 , Smith to Pixley, 14 December 1897.

58. Sw i t zer, "Th e Problems of an Afr ican Mission", p 389.
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A Z~1 converts , who were fi ndi ng i t i ncreasing l y di fficult to

eke out an eXIs te nce on the overcrowded Mission Reserves.

In , ohan nesliurg , t he' conve r t s f oun
and o f te n hostile enviro nment , whe re no provision was made

fo r t hei r r el ig iou s needs. 60 In the late 1880's they

f ounde d t hei r own chu rc h and enga ed the services of a
white mI nIs ter , Ha r pe r Ril ey. 1 From the outset the church

was en t i r e l y. se.L - s.u££i.c · ent alary and all other

expe nses bei ng p ~ov i d ed f or out of monthly contributions by
churc h members. An eve ni ng- s chool was started and several

preachi ng-place s were e s t abl i s hed in the vicinity of Jo
han nesburg. By 1892 the church could boast a membership of
ove r t wo hundred . 62

The partnership/ ...

59 . Many fac tors cont ri but ed towards the upsurge i n la
bour mig ra ti on f r om Natal in the 1880's and 1890's.
Taxes an d dutie s i mpos ed by the Na t a l government
f orce d Afr i cans to work for at least part of the
year i n order to raise the money to pay these dues.
Migrancy was a l so related to the gradual disposses
sion of land wh ich Africans in Natal suffered. Lo
cus ts and f amine , culminating in the r inderpest out
breaks in 1897, also played their part. ,
Accord ing to the Annual .Letter of the Mission in 1897,
300 000 Afr i cans had by that time left Natal to work
on the mines and a large proportion of these were
AZM c onve r t s . See A 748 "General Letter of the AZM," .:
15 June 1897. For overcrowding on the mission re
s e rves see S\<Ji t zer, "The Problems of an African Mis
s i on" , p 95 .

60 . For a t i me the conve r t s worshipped at the Presbyter
i an Mission i n Johannesburg, but they became ~issatis
fie d because the services were not conducted in Zulu.

61 . Rile~ had f orme r l y served as a Congregational Minis
t er I n the Cape Colony and was at this time engaged in
bus ine s s . in Johann ~ s b,!r g . See ABM A/l/7, "Report of
the CommIt te e on MIssIon Work Among the Zulus in Jo
hannes burg , " pres ented to the Annual Meeting of the
AZM , July 1892.

62 . Ib id.
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The par t ne r 5 hip betwcen Ri 1ey and the Zu1u ch ur ch proved

to be an unhappy onc . Bare l y a ye a r after his appointment

th e minister was accuse d of m' s church f unds and i n
1892 he vacated his pos t . 63 The congr ega t i on now appealed

to tlC AZM fo r assistance i n acqu iring a s ite f or the erec

tion of a chapel and reque s ted th at the Mission appo int an

stor t o t ake charge of t e wor .

The AZM had co nside rcd wi th growing interest the possibi

li ties of unde rt ak i ng mission work in Johannesburg and i t

soon ecame co nvi nc ed t ha t i t was duty-bound to respond fa-

vourably to t hes e re uests. As Goodenough put it, "Our

missi on has a special wor k i n looking after the many natives

from our own s tations wh o go to Johannesburg and are there

exposed t o many temp ta ti ons ... Apart from this work, there

is a grand opportunity to get hold of heathen boys and make
t hem light -bea rers t o t he ir f ri ends i n darkness." 64 At its

' n~~~~e t in i n 1893 the Mi s si on decided to send Benjamin
Hawes t o J ohannesburg . 65 I n the meantime, Reverend H.D. Goode

no ugh was des a tche d to J ohanne s bur g to purchase a site and

t o a r range for th~_f0J:l s t ru c t i on of a chapel. Since there
was no prospect of the AZM rece iving an additional grant from
t he Ame rican Board, 66 it was envisaged that the project

woul d be fi nance d by the converts themse s. In June 1894,
Goodenoug h rep or ted that he had bought a site at New Doorn-

fontein/ ....

63 . For de tai ls , see ABM B/1/ 70, Goodenough to Kilbon,
25 Sep tember 1893 and 29 September 1893.

64 . ABM A/3 /4 1, Goodenough , H.D., "Report of the Johan
ne s bur g Missi on , " presented to the Annual Meeting of
the AZM , June 1894.

65 . Hawes had bee n or da ined in 1872 after Clark had or
de re d t he AZ M to proceed with the ordination of
pas t ors .

66 . The Board was a t th i s t ime experi encing severe finan
cial difficul t ies .



76.

[ onteln b7 and that a c hape l and le an-to had been e rec te d ,

at a t o t a l cos t of r300 . Ne a r l y hal f of th is amount had

(l l r e ady bee n r a i s ed by th e congregat ion and th e missionary

wa s con f i den t th a t, give n t i me, the church could become
. 68

co mp le te l y s elf-suppo r tI ng .

Duri ng h i s s tay in J ohanne s bur g , Goodenough had become

co nvi nce d o f the ne ces si t of a ointin a white miss ionary

over th e c hurc h . I n a le t t e r to Kilbon he maintained that

" (a whit e mi s s ionar y) is more needed here than at any of

the o t her s tations be c aus e of the distance from any of our

sta t ions , becaus e i n th is c oun t r y a black man has no stand

i ng and because the f ie l d is so large that a white mission

a r y i s ne eded to properly develop it." 69 Impli ~it in his

c or r e s pondence a t th is time, however, is the assumption

tha t t he Af ricans i n Johannesbur et fit to be en-

t rust ed wi t h t he running of the i church. At least one

membe r of the Mi s s ion agr e ed whol e-heartedly with Gooden

ough . Whe n asked to express his op inion on the Mission's

plans f or J ohanne s bur g , J.C. Dorward wrote, "1 don't like

the i de a of placing a Zu l u there alone - place a white man

there f r om the start and don't begin it until you can do so

... The y ( t he Africans) like to take things into their own

hands and they are not very wise yet - and too far away to

be hel ped by our advice much." 70 From statements made by

various missionaries duri ng th is period 71 it appears that

Goodenough/ ....

67 .

68 .

69 .

70 .

71.

About a mi l e f r om the centre of Johannesburg.

ABM A/3 /41 , Goode nough , "Report of the Johannesburg
Mis si on . "
ABM B/l/ 70, Goode nough to Kilbon, 17 November 1893.

ABM A/2 /2 9 , Dorwar d to Kilbon, 16 October 1893 Dor
ward was missi ona ry - i n- char ge of the Umsunduzi Mis 
si on Sta tion .

Es pec ia l l y duri ng the debate on self-support.
Se e above pp 41- 51 .
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Goodcnough and Dorward we re ex pre s s i ng widely-accepted

opi n i ons . Conseq ue nt l y , the AZ M r ais ed no objections to

. Good eJlough 's proposal that he and his wife be appointed

missionaries -i n-cha r ge of the Johannesburg church.

The Goode noughs a r rived i n J ohanne s bur g early in 1894.

Wit h the aid of an Afri can preacher, Fokot i Makanya, 72

th e es t ablis he d what was to be come one of the most suc

cessful mission s t a t i ons on the Witwatersrand. Apart from
ca teri ng to the needs of the Natal Africans, the mission

aries se t out to reach as many members of other groups as

pos sib le . Wo rk was begun among the African labourers in

t he mine- corn ounds and s ecial services were held for the

la rge numbers of Cape Coloureds who were working in Jo
hannes burg. I n co- ope r a t i on with other missionary socie
t i es, 73 mult i-rac ial open-air services were conducted at

74Marke t Square i n the c ity-centre.

As t he work of the church rew so did its financial re

quiremen t s . Although both Europeans and Africans made regu-
-- -la r and generous contr ibut ions to the church, these were

not suffic ien t to cove r its expenses, and the AZM cou

offe r no ass istance, apart from paying the salaries of
i ts mis sionar ie s . I t was under these circumstance? that
Mrs . Goode nough of f e red to lend the Johannesburg church
a s um of mone y wh i ch s he had inherited, to be used for pur
chasi ng th e s ite ad j oi ni ng the one which the church already

ow ned . A house f or t he missionaries would be built on this

l and, to ge t he r with several rooms, which would be let out

to tenants/ ....

72 . Fokoti Makany a , al s o re ferred to in mission corres
ponde nce as Nde ya Makanya, was born at Amanzimtoti
and educa ted a t Adams Theological College. Gooden
ough was re sponsi bl e for his appointment to the
Joh anne s bu r g Churc h .

73 . Par ticula rly the South African General Mission.

74 . ABM A/ l /8 , "Report of the Johannesburg Committee",
pr e s en t ed to t he Annual Meet ing of the AZM, June 1896.
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to tenants , t he procee ds to be used f or conduc ting mission 

a ry wo r k i n th e area . The loan, plus interest, was to be

re pa i d by th e J oha nnesbur g church, and when the debt had

been f ul ly paid the l and and build ing would become the pro 

pe rty of th e AZM . 7S

Al t ho ug h both th e AZM and the Johannesburg Church gave

their appr oval to th e t erms of this agreement the scheme ,

once i mpleme nted , became the subject of a bitter dispute be

twe en Goode nough and the church, resulting ultimately in the

sepa r a ti on of t he church from the Mission . In May 1896,

T.B . Cur s on 76 wr ote on behalf of the African converts to

the AZM r equest ing that Goodenough be recalled from Johan

nesburg . I n__~h ' e t t e r he claimed that the missionary

was devoting less and less time to looking after the c

be ing a lmost f ul l y preoccup'ied with the administration of

his PI op'e r t . Fur t he r mor e , Goodenou h refused to give the

conve r t s an a ccount of the way in which the money which

t hey thems elve s had cont r i buted , was being spent, and was

re taining a strangl ehold over the financial affairs of the

churc h . The mis siona r y was treatin Makanya as a subordi

nat e and had mo ved the preacher to Germiston without con-
77

s u I ti ng the c hurc h . When the converts complained to the

missiona ry , th e y we re to ld that "he who did not like what

was done/ . . ..

75 .

76 .

77 .

ABM B/ l /70 , Goode nough to Kilbon, 17 November 1893;
Mrs . C. L. Goode nough to Kilbon, 20 November 1893 .

C':lrson was " a Eur ope an (who) has identified himself
WIth th e work, exp r~ s s i ng . a ~reat liking for the
methods of the Ame rI can MIssIonaries. He has been
a.wh?le - hear ted and very generous supporter of the
Mls ~ lon ~who) makes himself perfectly one with the
na tl :res . See ABM A/ l / 8 "Report of the Johannesburg
CommIt tee , " 1896.

ABM A/2 / 10 , Curs on to "whom it may concern," 1 May
1896 .
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78
was uone might pack hi s bag s and go." Curson's l etter

conc luueu by remar king that "there is now no work f or
Gooue nough to do exce pt wha t a nat ive preacher coul d do"

79
anu ca l le u for t he ordi na ti on of Makanya over the church.

The Mission 's resp onse was to appo i nt a s peci a l committee

t o i nves tiga te the whole affair. In June 1896, two members

of th i s commi t tee visited Johannesburg to consult all par
ti es conce r ne d . Afte r conduc ting interviews with Gooden

oug h , Cur s on and memb ers of the congregation, the commit

t ee came to th e conc l us i on that the charges which had been
laid agai nst th e mi s s ionary were without foundation. The

conve r ts wer e then i nfor med that they had no right to cri 

t i ci ze Goodenoug h : "he was under the censure or approval

of the Ame rica n Bo ard, not under theirs; they had no busi

ness whateve r wi th (hi s ) private affairs. It was for the

Miss ion and the Amer ican Board to deal with that - to ap 

prove or d i s app rove ." 80

I n hi s repor t , Kilbon hinted that Goodenough's method in

dea ling with the c r i t i c i sm directed at him had been rather

high-handed and that in this way the missionary had contri

buted towards the discontent in Johannesburg . 81 The

Miss ion wa s afra id, however, that if it yielded to the de-
~and s of the J oha nne s bur g church e re-
bell ion at other stat ions! articulftrl at Table Mountain.

Consequently/ . . ..

78 . ABC 15.4 . vol. 15, Bridgman, F.B., "An effort now in
pr ogre s s to eff ect an understanding with the inde
pe nden t move ment known as the 'Zulu Congregational
Church ' '' , .monthly letter of the AZM, 15 December
18 99, p 16.

79 . ABM A/2 /10 , Cur s on to "whom it may conce rri'", I May 1896 .
80 . ABM A/ l /B , "Report of the Johannesburg Comm i t t ee , 1896 .
81. l bi d .
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GOll~.-CJ,lue n t 1y , i t appr ove d th e commi t tee's recommenda t_ion

t hat Goo Je no ugh r ema in i n Joh annesburg. The converts
init i all y accep te d th is si t ua t i on and attem ted to work

- ril ha rmon y with the mi s s i ona r y , but Goodenough's grow

i ng ind i f feren ce to their wish e s ensured that compro-

mis e was i mposs i b le . At the beg inning of 1897 Ma an -

ya withdrew f r om the church with a portion of the con

gre ga t i on and beg an holding separate services . Switzer

s ugge s t s that . in t ak ing this action the preacher was
enc ourage d by r eports of the rebellion taking place at
Tab le Mount ain. Lik e the Table Mountain congregation,

the Joh anne sburg Church did not separate finally from

the AZM without app ealing to the American Board for
arb itrat ion . In March 1897, Makanya wrote to Smith , but

r eceived a dis couraging reply. In February 1898 ,

R Makanya joined with Shibe to form tlie lCC.
---~.......:-

The AZM had heard rumours that the African pastors
a anya , and had taken

steps to prevent this from taking place. In August 1897 ,

a letter was s ent to all the pastors warning t em t

The missionaries/ . ..

82 . For deta ils, see Switzer, "The Problems of an
Afr i can Miss ion", pp 381-382 .

83 . ABM A/2 / ]7 , Makanya to Smith, 8 March 1897 ; Smith
to Goode nough , ]2 April 1897 .
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The missionari es requested ~hat the pastors defer further

action until they could meet in conference and talk these
84matt ers over.

Because he commanded a considerable amount of support,

not only from the pastors, but from converts throughout

th e Mission, the missionaries hesitated to take any ac

tion against Shibe himself. Indeed, t ey were s 1

f u l at this stag~ that the preacher might be per sua e 0

r emain in the service of the Mission. With this end in
view, W.C. Wilcox 85 was sent to Table Mountain to hold

revival meetings on the station. His efforts proved

largely unsuccess ful; a few converts were drawn back into

the fold, but "there was most powerful opposition on the

part of the disaffected party in the church. They would

neither come to meetings, nor allow those over whom they
had any influence to come. Not only that, but they got
up some opposition meetings and would lay hold of those who

had started to come to our meetings and see if they could
not turn them back to theirs." 86 In the same year, visit

ing American Evangelist,Elder Weavers, 87 spent several

ys at Ta6le Mountain conducting revival services. He was

more successful than Wilcox, but nonetheless was met witn
"violent opposition from the adversary and some of his
•• II 8mInIons.

Although/ ....

84. ABM A/4/54, Pixley to the African pastors, 14 August
1897; Ransom to Wilcox, 9 August 1897.

85. Missionary-in-charge of Umvoti.

86. ABM A/3/41, Wilcox, W.C., "Report on Table Mountain"
presented to the Annual Meeting of the AZM, June '
1897 .

87. We~vers.wa~ the head of the independent Hephziban
FaIth MIssIon of Tabor, Iowa. For more details see
Wood, A. A. , Shine Where You Are: A History of'Inanda
Sem inary, 1869-1969, (Lovedale, 1972) pp 57-58, 175.

88 . "~en~ e costal T~mes in South Africa," n.n., in "The
M I s Sl onar~ ReVIew of the World, Vol xi, No. l.,~n

uary 189, p 44. (William Cullen Library Univer-
sit y of th e Witwatersrand.) ,



82.

Al t hough th e s e a t t empts to solve the problem proved un
s ucces s f ul , th e AZM appeared content to leave matters

as t he y s tood . No f ur t he r ef f or t was made to solve the
1 'fah-le MoUntain, even t ougli Ptrg du ed

ove rwhe l ming evi .denc e to sug, es -t h : Q,.' ac.t.i:. ties

~n the Res erve wer e se r i ous l y underminin the work of the

Mission in the area . In May 1898, Pugh informed Gooden-
, 9 . 90

ough 8 that Shibe had es t abl i s hed his own "Ukandhla"

on the station and had been clearing a site for the con
s t r uc ti on of a c hurc h . 91 He also complained that Shibe

was commi t ti ng act s of aggression against those Africans

who ac cept ed the miss ionary's authority . Pugh warned the

Ame rican mis s ionari es that "the whole native community
are look ing on to dec ide whether we are weak or strong," 92

and ma i nt aI ne ~ITa t ey did not take decisive action
i n t he ma t te r " you will have f i f t y Simungu's to deal with
on the va r i ous res e rves . " 93 Pu tand 'nt in the
whole di spute di ffe red substantially from that of the AZM . 94

~r him, what was at stake was the ma intainance of IS p
s ona l authority on th e Reserve; he grew bitter and frustrat

ed a t t he Miss ion' s apparent indifference to Shibe's dis
r egard of that author ity . 95 Since the AZM was not pre

pared to remove Shibe, he now turned to a higher authority .
On 10th May/ . .. .

89 . Secretary of the AZM

90. ABM A/ 2/ 29, Pugh to Goodenough, 29 April 1898 .
Pugh al s o i nfor med Goodenough that the name of the
Ukandh la was the "Zulu Congregational Church".

91 . ABM A/ 2/ 29, Pugh to Goodenough, 4 May 1898.
92 . ABM A/2/29, Pugh to Kilbon, 5 May 1898.

93 . ABM A/ 2/29, Pugh to Goodenough , 4 May 1898 .

94 . ~o th e AZM, . wha t was involved was a challenge to
I ts very eXI s t enc e , and for this reason it was
f or ce d t o proce ed very cautiously .

95 . Pug ~ 's c o rr~ s pond en c e with Goodenough during this
perIod a t t Imes verges on hysteria . The phrase "1
mus t have con t r ol " recurs in many of the letters.
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On 10th Ma y, Pugh l a id hi s case before the Secretary for

Native Affai rs , and r equested that the Na t a l Gove r nment ·

take s teps to evic t Shibe . 96 Ironically, the very man

\"hoJII the ~li s s i on had emp l oye d to ave r t government inter
ference a t Ta ble Mountai n had deliberately reintroduced

th i s fac tor i nto the si t ua t i on .

I n Samuelson' s vi ew, the matter "resolved itself into

a poli tica l ques ti on , as Simungu was influencing the
native mind." 97· He i mmedi a t e l y sent a letter to the
Mission i nqui r i ng whether Shibe was still in its employ. - 98

The AZM was now galv an i zed i nt o action . At its annual

meeti ng i t r esolved to noti fy the overnment that Shibe's

ord inat i on had been i r r egul ar and th t e American
.. ... -- .
missiona rie s d id . ~ot r ecognize him as a pastor . It was

f ur t he r r esolv ed that Shibe be summoned to a meeting
with the Missi on , where he would be required to sign a

decl arat ion denounc ing his ordination and promising to
place hi ms el f under the jurisdiction of the AZM. 99

Shoul d he fa i l to do so, the Board of Trustees would be
asked to remove him f r om Table Mounta in . 100

I f Shibe's activities were to be effectively curtailed,

it was e s se nti al that the Mission destroy the support

whi ch he was receiv in f r om the pastors and the cliurches.

By t he beg inn ing of 1898 the preacher not only commanded
l ar ge f oll owi ngs at Tabl e Mountain and Johannesburg, but
had weaned away a port ion of the congregation in Durban

and had/ .. . .

1898.

by

96 .

97 .

98 .

99 .

100.

See ABM A/ 2/ 29, Fe r ni e to Kilbon, 16 May 1898;
Pugh to S. O. Samuelson, 18 May 1898 .

ABM A/2 /29 , Pugh to Kilbon, 16 May 1898.

ABM A/ 2/ 23, Samuelson to Goodenough, 19 May

A copy of th is is in ABM A/2/29 . ( t r ans l a t ed
M. Bhe ngu .)

ABM A/ l /2 , "Minut es of the 63rd Annual Meeting of
th e AZ M, " 27 Jun e 1898.
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101 "
and had t ak en ove r sev eral out- stations. A meetIng

of t he co nve r ts i n Feb r uar y of that year sanctioned his
remain i ng at'fa ble Mo unta i n and r ecommended that the Abai
si t upa conti nue to pay hi s ~ a l a r y . 102 By July, however,

the majo rity of th e conve r t s and practically all the pas -

t-o-rs-hra-dr-r~~~;1..th.e " SUPPO'F1:: to th Mis..siQn. Bridg.man

h h " 1 103" h i hla te r s ugges te d t at t e l r re gu ar manner In w lC
Sh i be' s or di na ti on had been conducted caused this charige

of heart: "The .Zu l u has an inborn respect, amounting

almos t to r ev eren ce, f or precedent, for law . Now the

ord inat ions in quest ion d isplayed so manifest a disre 

ga r d f or r e gular ity and ecclesiastical procedure that
our nat ive l eade r s drew ba ck ." 104 Also important was

a me s s age wh i ch the mi ss ion delivered to its churches
wll i ch ap pe a l ed direct ly to this supposed respect for law

an d orde r and stated that "this movement (the ZCC) does

not have regard to the wishes of the American churches

who forme d churc hes among you, and who have heretofore

bee n reg ar ded as you r gu ides ... You discard the fellow
s hip of the American chur che s when you reject the advice
and co- ope r a t i on of the missionaries ." 105 It is likely ,

however, that f or many of the African Christians a more

c r uci al consideration i n their decision to support the

Mission was that they occupied land on the Mission: Re

s erves at the pl easure of the AZM and that any act of
rebellion/ ... .

a Special Committee to Pre - ·
Annual Native Meeting at
the Annual Meeting of the

101.

102 .

103.

104 .

105.

ABM A/l/8, "Report of
pa r e a Mes sag e to the
Umvot i," pre sented to
AZM, Jul y 1898.

ABM A/ l /8 , "Report of the Native Annual Meeting
Commi t te e", February 1898.

Sh i be was ordained not by the pastors, but by the
members of the Johannesburg church in consulta
tio~ wi~h a Joh~n~esburg lawyer. A copy of his
ord I nat Ion certI fIcate is in S.C. 1/16/38.

ABM A/ l /9 , Br idgman , "The Et h i opi an Movement" , p

ABM A/l/ 8, "Report of a Special Committee", July
13 .

1898.
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rehe l lion co ul u jeo pa r d ize their security of tenure.

A.s co u l d have bee n expe c te d , Shibe r e fused to sign the

uecl ar at ' n 'nd s ubmi t hims el f to the authority of the

A.mer ic an Mi s si onar i es. The AZM thereu on wrote to the
Boar d of Tr us tees r equesting that he be evicted from the

R;;erve. At the ir annua l meeting i n July 1898 "t ne trus

t ee s not eu that, "S imungu Bafazini Shibe, whose only

r ight on the Table Mountain Reserve was as a reacher of
the Amer ican M i s~ ion, had ceased his connection with the

Mi ssion and had be.c.am a S0u:r-ce o· d.i to their
mission work," and resolved to instruct their solicitors
to tak e the necessary steps to secure Shibe's removal. 106

o 13th July Shibe was sent him one week

to vacate the r eserve and informin~ him that should he
fai l to do so, legal proceedings would be instituted
aga i ns t him. 107 He disregarded this letter and the AZM

I.. • -t:-

now prepared to defend its case in court. The case of

Shibe vs the AZM was scheduled for hearing in the Pieter

mar it zburg Mag istrate's Court on 15th August, but had to
be postponed until 2nd September, because Shibe contrived

to be absent f r om his home each time an attempt was made
to se r ve summons on him. 108 When the case finally came

up, judgement was given in favour of the Mission, with
cos t s . Shibe was i ns t r uc t ed to leave Table Mountain
within one month. 109

Now that/ ....

106. ABM A/ 3/34 , "Report of a Meeting of the Board of
Trustees of the AZM" , 11 July 1898.

107. ABM A/2 / 10 , Bale and Greene to Goodenough, 13 July 1898

108. ABM A/2 / 10 , Bal e and Greene to Goodenough, 9 August
1898 and 18 August 1898; ABM A/2/29, Pugh to
Goode nough , 19 August 1898.

109. Unfor t una te l y the orig inal record of this case is
mi ss ing, but a copy of part of it is to be found
i n S. C. 1/16/38.
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Now t ha t Pugh had ach i eved his purpose, he could write,

" I t is a vic to ry fo r us, but I must admit I feel much as

Da vi d mu st hav e fe l t when he heard of the death of
Sa ul . " 11 0 The vi c t or y was to be s hor t l i ved , however,

t

er

pr eached the Wor d . " Initiall
Pugh- the summons to be served on

Wh en he f ound out that the AZM

knew no bounds . He informed K"

the cour t . The pre ac he r ' s r eaction to the news

fo r Sh i be had no i n te nt I on 0 acceptIng t ever IC 0

- MI s s i on intended to take h" n one of
shock a He wrote to "I did not know

th at mini sters coul d lay charges,

that you hav e O~SME~U-_"~_~~_

... I wi ll lay cha r ges on you ." 113 He secured the ser

vices of a wh ite lawyer , whose fees were paid by the mem-
". "." '" "' '""be""r s of the ZCC at Table Mountain and 114

In September 1898, Shibe's supporters prov ided further
f unds to enabl e him to lodge an appeal in the Supreme

Cour t aga inst the magistrate's decision . 1

Shibe's appeal was based on the contention that, under

the orig Inal deed of trust, only the Governor of Natal

had the authorit y. t Lem~ e f " n from Table Mountain,
and that the magistrate had therefore had no authority to

tryl . .. .

11 0. ABM A/2 /29 , Pugh to Goodenough, 3 September 1898.

111. ABM A/2 /29 , Shibe to Pugh, 21 July 1898 . (trans
lated by M. Bhengu).

11 2 . ABM A/2/2 9, Pugh to Goodenough, 22 July 1898.

11 3. ABM A/2 / 10 , Shibe to Kilbon , 25 July 1898 (trans
la ted by M. Bhengu .)

11 4. ABM A/2/2 9, Pugh to Goodenough, 9 September 1898 .

115 . Secur ity f or the appeal was lodged by Elijah and
John Zondi , and Samuel Mzolo all of whom were
of fi ce-bearers i n the ZCC. '
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try th e case . 11 () On 30 t h September the Supreme Cour t

judges upheld th i s ap pea l : "The mer its of the cas e were

not go ne i n t o a t a ll and the judges i n giv ing judgement

sa id th at t hey had in no way decided whether Sh ibe was

lega l ly on t he Rese rve or not." 117 The court ruled

t ha t the cos t s of bo t h case s were to be borne by the
{ 18

Mi s s i on.

It wf s with a ," ve r y heavy heart" that Pugh received

t he n~w s of th i s "revers e". He reported that "since the

r etrn of Simungu ' s party the news of our defeat has gone

l ike wildf ire over th e country . They have come oa c wItH
k i d ' f ° d . t . t:' If 119all I n s 0 storI e s an are In ten upon mISCJ1Ie .

He urg ed t e l\. to ay ~ h Go nor with-

out de l ay. Onc e again, he warned the Mission that if it

did not secure the remova l of Shibe it would suffer

r ep ercus s ions on its other stat ions. This time the

Ame rican mi s si ona rie s needed no prompting from Pugh. , Once

the AZM conve r t s f ound that it was very difficult for

Miss ion to r emove an Africa be an to

J ~in t e ZCC i n increasin numbers. Th ill ies were

a iarmed by the number of converts they were losing and

they rea i zed that the onl to destro Shibe's influence
J

was to ha ve him denied access to all their stations. A

special commi t tee was appointed to draft a petition to the

Governor. To th e i r d isappointment, however, the missionaries

dis covered th at th e governor did not have the power to re
move Shi be because he was an "exempted native". 120

Now that/ ....

11 6. ABM A/ 2/10, Bal e and Greene to Goodenough, 2 Sep
t ember 1898.

] 17 . ABM A/2 / 10 , Bal e and Greene to Goodenough, 30 Sep
t em ber 1898.

11 8. The t wo cases cos t the AZM approximately £100. See
ABM A/2 /29 , Wi lc ox to Goodenough, ' 15 October 1898.

119. ABM A/2 /29 , Pug h to Goodenough, 3 October 1898.

120. For Shibe ' s exemp ti on , s ee below pp 103 ... 106.



that was the product

The ZCC also continued

AZM stations. By 1900

at Groutville, Ifafa ,

Umtwalume/ .• • .

88.

Now th at the Mi s s Lo n had tri ed a l l th e channe l s op en to

i t Shihe himse lf t ook th e i ni t i a ti ve . He offered to,
l e a ve the Re se r ve on co ndi t i on that the AZM pay him out
f or h i s prope r ty . 121 It is open to question whether he

eve r i nt ended t o l e ave Tabl e Mountain and it is likely

th at ill mak ing t his o f f er he was simply playing for time.

The Mi s s ion made him se ve r a l offers for his house, all of
122 . . thwh i ch he r e fus ed t o acce pt. From time to time e

mi s s ionar i es he a rd rumours that he intended going to Love
da l e 123 or Joh~ nnes bu r g , 124 but this never materialized .

At t he end of 1898 Shibe was still firmly ensconced at

Table Mountain and throughout the following year he con

t i nue d to d i srupt Pugh ' s attempts at conducting mission

wo r k on th e s ta ti on . Although the missionary wrote glow-
. f h i h NCU 125 .. .l ng r eports 0 IS progress to t e It IS eVI-

dent th at Shibe' s pres ence was a serious hindrance to his

wo r k . the end of 1899 he e
a stat ion of onl y' SO conve r t s ; 126

of fou r ye ar s of cons t an t labour .

to att r ac t c onve r t s f r om the other

Shibe had bu ilt up large followings

121. ABM A/ 2/10, Bale and Greene to Goodenough, 9 Novem
ber 1898 .

122. See, f or example , ABM A/2/10 , Shibe to Kilbon,
7 September 1898. (translated by M. Bhengu . )

123 . ABM A/2 / 29 , Pugh to Goodenough , 13 December 1898 .

124. ABM A/ 2/ 29 , Dorward to Goodenough, 23 September
1 8 ~ 8 .. It was rumoured that, Makanya having died,
Sh l be I nte nde d to take up the leadership of the
J oha nnes bur g Church.

125. See, f or exampl e , the report he presented to the
NCU i n Febr ua r y 1899 , as reported in the Natal

Mecury , 11 Febr ua r y 1899.

126 . A 7SS , "Report of the Miss ionary in Charge of the
Wor k a t Table Mounta in", presented to the Annual
Meet i ng of th e AZM" , 1900 .
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Um t wu l umc and Umzumbe and had ai ne d cont r o l of three of

t he out -stations .
The America n mi s s ionar i es were i nc l i ne d to agree with

f h ,,1 28 A
Pugh t hat " Si mungu has got the best 0 t e case.
number of them fel t that the Mission should not have pro

secuted the preache r without f i r s t making sure that it

woul d be s uccessfu l . Wi lcox expressed his opin ion on the
ma ang uage w l C succ inctly expresses the mission-

a ries ' perception of the ir relationship to

conve r ts :

(Al l) wou ld agree that once you had undertaken
t o co r rec t a child it would not be well to leave
i t at just that point where the child might say,
' Dad und ertook to l i ck me but he got the worst
of i t af te r all.' It would have been better ...
not to hav e undertaken it at all, or else to
have carried it far enough so as not to leave
any mis unde r s tandi ng as to who is master. 129

Having f ound that it could not remove Shibe from Table

Mount a in, t he AZM decided to "let the movement run its
own course and come to its own end." 130 The African .

pas t ors , howeve r , were this decision.

By th i s t i me cam was
as muc h a threat to their own work as it was to that of
th e Mi s s ion. Indeed, the i s ol a t ed stations wh ich they

controlled had been the fi r s t target of that movement.

At their annual meet ing with the missionaries in July
1899, t he pas t or s request ed that a final attempt be made

to achieve/ ....

127. A 754 , " Gen eral Letter of the AZM," 1899-1900, P 8.

128. ABM A/2/29 , Pugh to Goodenough, 2 Novembe r 1898.

129 . ABM A/2/29 , Wilcox to Goodenough, 17 November 1898.

130 . ABC 15. 4. Vol . 15, Bridgman, "An e f f or t now in
prog ress " , ]89 9, p 2.
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to achieve a r econc il i at ion between the AZM and the ZCC.

The mi s si onar i e s we r e of the op inion that matters had

prog resse d t oo fa r f or s uc h an attempt to be successful,

bu t " Oll t of defe re nce to the pastors", they agreed to
appoi nt t wo of the ir number to a joint committee to open

negot i at ion s wi th th e ZCC. 131 In August 1899, this

commi t tee se nt a l etter to the "scribe"of the ZCC pro

posi ng th at the churc h e l ec t dele tes to meet with the
- .. . d · . D b 132 T 1· e emISSI ona r Ie s an pastors I n ur an. wo rep l es w r

r ece ived to th i s l etter. The Johannesburg church, now
unde r the l eade rsh ip of Rev erend Nyuswa 133 replied that

they saw no point i n such a meeting, while Shibe himself

replied f r om Table Mountain that he and his party would
be happy to meet with the AZM. 134

I t app ears that at this stage the ZCC had already split Nyv5
L(.

i n t o two opposing fact ions - the Johannesburg church under~
Nyuswa and t He afaI chu che s ow· e iance to Shibe. S
The r easons f or this disunion are not immediate ly apparent,

l e expl ana t i on have been that Nyuswa did

not participate in the 0 . rom the mission

and, having jo ined the ZCC at a later stage of its develop
me nt , had a di f ferent conception of its relationship to the

AZM/ ....

131. ABC 15. 4. Vol . 15, Bridgman, "An effort now in pro
gress", 189 9, p 3; ABM A/1/2, Minutes of the 64th
Annual Meet ing of the AZM", June 1899.

132. A co py of this letter (translated by Bridgman) is
in ABC 15.4. Vol. 15.

133. Contra ry to the rumours that the missionaries had
hea rd, Shibe did not take over the leadership of the
Johannesburg church when Makanya died. Instead,
Nyuswa, who had been pastor of the Umtwalume church
took up the position. His "defection" was a great'
bl ow to th e AZM.

134. ABC 15. 4. Vol . 15. Bridgman, "An effort now in pro
gre ss", pp 6- 7.
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A Z~1 f rolll th at of Shi be . The dissension wi thin the ZCC

on y be seen as r esulting out of a................__---'

o f opin ion be t ween i ts l ead ers, however; the Johannes -

burg sec to r of t he chur.ch ~ a.p. n an
ur ban n obviously ced very different

nee ds f rom thos e ZCC me mbe r s who occupied land on the

Mis s ion Re s erves i n Na t a l .

The emer ge nce of two f ac t i ons within the ZCC was to be

c r uci a l to th e o~tcome of the reconc iliation talks . Al

th ough Nyus wa init i ally de clined to attend any meetings
wi t h the AZM, he later assumed a dominant position in the

pro ceedings and i n the end his plan for reconciliation be 

came the ba si s f or an agreement between the Mission and the

ZCC .

The fi r s t meeting between the church and the AZM was

he ld in Durban on 15 Novembe r 1899 . Very little was

ac n l evea on this occasion because the two parties could

not ag r ee on a bas is for discussion . The missionaries were
i nc line d to "let the past be past" and to concentrate on a

f ut ur e understandin~ whereas the ZCC insisted that no solu

~ i on could be r eached without the ~ee t in first discusslng
the grievances of the ~aa.~ . a~ t· and Johannes-
burg. 136 Ac cor qi ng l y a sub-committee was appointed to

draw up/ . ..

135 . A gre a t deal more research needs to be conducted
into the di fferences between rural and urban in
dep endent church movements, particularly the econo
mic d i f ferences between these two types of churches .
In th e cas e of the ZCC, a crucial difference be
t ween the Johannesburg and the Natal sectors was
th at the f or me r were operating within the confines
of a money economy , while the latter were primarily
co nce r ne d 'wi t h access to land .

136. AB C 15. 4 . Vol. 15 . , Bridgman "An effort now in pro
gres s", pp 11-1 2.
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dr aw up a li st of points that ought to be discussed at the

nex t meeti ng .

On 29 J anuary 1900 the two parties came together again

and t h i s sub-committee presented its report . The report ,
da t i ,,137 dhowe ve r , "conta ined no particular recommen atIons , an

yuswa now presented a counter scheme, which he claimed
"(represented ) the a t t i t ude and principles of the ZCC" 13S'

a nd se t out the ba s is on which they were prepared to form an

a l li ance with the AZM. His scheme was presented diagramatical

as f o llows :

fOr

begets

11 . The Zulu Congre 
gational Church

139 .

The ZCC wa s p' r e ared to reaffiliate with the Mission only

if the miss ionaries gave a guarantee that they would gran t
sel f-government to th Afr·can churches . The AfrIcan

pastors wer e to be equal to the missionaries, "each pastor

having/ ... •

137. ABM A/l/S , "Report of the Committee on Reconciliation
of the ZCC and the AZM and its churches" , 5 February
1900 .

13S. I bi d .

139. ABM A/ 4/ 53 , "Scheme presented by the Reverend S. Nyuswa
at a j oi nt meeting of the Representatives of the AZM
ZHM s oc ie t y and ZCC", 30th January 1900. (translated
by C. W. Ki Lbon , )
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ha v i ng 1)0\11 c r intha t ehur ch wh i ch ca l l s him ." The name

zce was t o be re ta i ne d and all churches wh ich had "sprung

lip by t hems elve s" we r e to be call e es.

The Mis s ionar i es were unabl e to accept Nyuswa's plan as

th e bas i s for r e con c iliation . Although they appreciated

th e s pi r i t in which it "makes no demands for the settle

ment of pa st contenti ons , but deals with the case as it

st ands today f r om their point of view" 140, they were

horri fi ed by th e claims it made for inde endence from

miss ionary cont r o l . Consequently Kilbon put forward a

counte r -sche me whic h a imed at "making self-support on lines

of Congre ga t i ona l usage prominent and (restricting) abso

lut e independen ce". 141 This scheme laid down that "a

pa stor may be called by a church and make such arrange 

ments with that church as i t and he shall agree t o, under

th e adv i ce of a properly-called council of sister churches,"

and th at the miss ionaries were to be consulted in all

act ion e i t he r the pastor or the church took. 142 Further

more, the name of the African Churches was to be chosen at

" a meeting .of del egates from the churches appoi nted for this

pur pose . "

The AZM was not very hopeful that the ZCC would agree to

th is proposal: "Knowing the temper that had been displayed

to start with and the strong independence spirit that was

fe l t it was hard l y s uppos abl e that the counter -scheme would

fi nd fa vour . " 143 To the missionaries "inexpressable joy" ,

however/ .•..

140 . ABM A/l/ B, "Report of the Committee on Reconciliation" ,
5 Febr ua r y 190 0 .

141 . ABM A/l/B, "Report of the Committee on Reconciliation
of th e Zul u Congr ega t i ona l Church" presented to t he
An nua l Meeting of the AZM, July 1~00 .

142. ABM A/ 4/ 53 , " Counter-scheme present ed by the AZM an d
FM Socie ty Commi t t ee " , 13 March 1900 .

143 . ABM A/ l /B , "Report of the Committee on Reconciliati on"
1900 . '
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howeve r , th e y fo und that the del egates from the Johannesburg

Churc h were pre pa re d to accept the plan, but asked for an

udjour nme nt of the fi na l agreement until June 1900 , so that
t hey mi ght s t udy the document careful l y and consult with
th e ir fo l lowe rs . On 14th July, the Johannesburg congrega

t i on informe d the Miss ion that they were prepared to sign
un agree me nt with the AZM. They were instructed to convene

a counci l to draw up a final plan for reconciliation . On

11 September memb ers of the Mission and delegates from the

Abai si t upa met w i~h Nyuswa and his followers to offer them
"the r ight hand of fel l ows hi p of the Natal Churches." 144

Thi s meet ing ef f ec t i ve l y ended the indepen ent eXIstence 0

the Johannesburg Church . A new name was chosen for all the
African Churches und er the control of the AZM : "The 'Afri 

can Congregational Church' was decided upon with great un

an imity, s ixteen out of nineteen voting for it .. . not one

vote was cas t for the 'Zulu Congregational Church' What

seemed to carry the vote against it was that it was too
tri bal, sect ional, limited - 'African ' having a wider mean

i ng than ' Zulu'." 145

Shibe and his f ol l owe r s had refused to accept Kilbon's

counter-scheme . The Mission invited them to call a council

similar to the one the Johannesburg Church had called but
they were "not acce s sili.e to an agreement" . 146 In January

1901, the AZM r ece il~v~.;...J.a-~~,M.J,.;-.L-I.J"jLW..~.bL.J,~=::i..L,.Q"bJ."q-r..na..l:i-
" (the church ) has decided not to re-unite with the Natal churche~

e l e ft Kilbon was still confi-

--- ent that a re conc il iation between the AZM and the Table

Mountain/ .. ..

144 . ABM A/J/B, "Report of the Native Annual Meeting Com-
mittee", 1901 .

145 . ABM A/l/B, "Report of the Native Annual Meeting Com-
mittee".

146 . ABM A/l/B, "Report of the Committee on Reconciliation",
J uly 1900.

147 . ABM A/l/B, "Report of the Committee on Reconciliation",
January 1901
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Mou nt ui n c hurc h co ul d be ac hieved particularly as Pugh had

by now r el ent ed in h is a t ti t ude tow ard s Shibe and was doing

his bes t to r e ach an agreement with the preacher . 148 As

it t urne d ou t , th i s r e con c il iation was never achieved and

th e zee co n t i nue d to operat e at Ta ble Mountain and on the

othe r AZ M s t a tions . Only in 1903 was Shibe forced to leave

Tab le Moun tai n , and th is was caused not by the action of the
AZ M, but by th e Na t a l Gove r nment . 149

148 . See l etters between Kilbon and Pugh in ABM A/2/29 .

149 . For details, s e e below Chapter V.
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CIIA PTER I • r uu OR1GIN S OF THE lee PROBL EMS OF INT ERPRETA~IOt

At no s tagc in th e ir negotiations with the zee had the

Amc r ica n mi s sionar ics made an r eal att empt the

r e as on s be hi nd t hc f ormat i on of the church.
pre s s ed g f> iewpoi 0'1:~,_/'--

1--=:.. .......
" ... th e whol e qu est i Sf was simply that .of cont r oP .
The ze' was ' se'en as a premature attempt on the part of a ew

mis gu ided i ntlI v i tHrow ofT !fie yoke of mISs ion
-~-co nt r ol . Very littl e e ff or t was to unde stand wh... .

ind i v idual s should hav e re a hed a their relation-,
ship with the AZM wh ere the were e ared to tole-

. ' to

r at e miss ionary superv is ion.

It is hardly surpr ising that the missionaries were unable

to adop t a more obj ective attitude towards the zee. The
churc h r ep,rese h existence and as

such th e ir eff or t s its in-
f l ue nce r ather than towards understanding it. The missionary

vi ewpoint has, however, been perpetuated, largely because

no f u l l - s ca l e investi~at·on has as yet been conducted into

Lne orig Ins of the lee. The church is mentioned in two re
cent histor ies of the AZM, but both are concerned primarily
with the activ ities of the Mission and consequently they tend
t o und erpl ay the i mpor t ance of the zee. Booth's study, while

prov id ing a suund account of AZM strate ies devotes very
l ittl e sp ac e to the section on the church con

2t ains a number 0 Switzer provides an able

narrative/ ....

1.

2 •

ABM A/ l /9 , Bridgman , "The Ethiopian Movement", p 12.

Booth , The Unit ed States Ex¥erience. For example Booth
~eaves Fokot i Ma~anya out 0 the picture altogeth;r, and
I nco r rec t l y ascr Ibes the founding of the zee in Johannes-
burg to Sun gu za Nyus wa . .
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narr a ti ve accou nt of th e origi ns of the c hurc h , but makes little

at te mpt to ana lyse th e r e a sons f o r it s f o r ma t i on . 3 Both stu

d ies r e fl ect a t end en cy i n the writ in of South Afri can history

t o co nce nt r a te on ti e ' d ' v iduals whu f or mul a ted pOlI Cy

t han on th os e wh o we re on th e r e ce iving- end of that policy.

'fh i s s t udy a ttempts to exami ne more c l os e l y the reasons for

th e fo rmati on o f the ZCC lace the church in a wider
s oc ound. Since very little

wo r k has hitherto been don e on the ZCC, it is useful to apply

on a corn a r a t i ve ba s is the find ' revious studies of
A major problem has been the

to be

directed toward s ex p l o ri n than the AZM records,

U~on wh i ch th i s s t udy i s lar el A further handicap

ar i ses out of the dearth of studies on South African indepen-

dent c hurc hes . I n man erience of African

Chr i s t ians in this r e ion differed s bstantially from their

co unte r pa r t s e l se whe! e i n Africa and consequently it is not

a l way s po ssible to appl y' theories formulated for churches in

other areas to tho s e in South Africa. 6

Because/ ....

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

Swit zer, "The Problems of an African Mission", pp 374-406.
In th is r espect Dinnerstein's, "The American Board Mis
s ion", i s a more satisfactory work. Dinnerstein concen
trates on the group of converts who, while expressing
d issatis faction with AZM policies, decided to work for
c ha nge within exi s t i ng structures.

A l imited amount of oral evidence has been collected;
th is has taken the f or m of interviews with present~day

l e ad ers of the churc h . I have been told that records of
ZCC mee t ing s ex i s t , but have been unable to track these
down . More work a lso needs to be done on government
r ecords, such as the S.N.A. papers and local magistrates'
r eport s. .

In ~ art ~ cul ar, the ~resence of a large white settler popu
la tIon I n Sou~h AfrIc a , and the policies it adopted to
w~ rds th e Af:Ican population, appears to have been a cru
CIa l fac t ? r In . th e eme r gence of African independent
chu rc hes I n th ~s a rea . This f ac t or was not present in
other a reas WhIC h a l s o saw the establishment of these
churc hes .
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Beca use of th e s e limit ati on s , the c onc l usi ons reached here are

ex t reme ly t ent ati ve. No ne the e s s , t he study is aD e 0 sugges

se ve r a l a r e a s i n whic h exis t i ng e xp l ana ti ons for the emergence

o f i nd e pe nde n t c hu rc hes ma re uir e modif i cation if they arc

t o be a pp li e d in th e South Afri can context .

Prev i ou en. churches have tend -

e d t o e xp la i n the movement in terms o f the ambitions and frus-

In Ividual chu is approach has

yie l de d some f r u i tful r esults , has presented a some -

wha t on c-si de d ·e t r e of the movement by its failure to ex 

why Africans joined independent churches . 7

d c lear - cu t reasons for being dissatis 1ea

with h i s pos it ion v is a vi s the AZM and the Natal Government,

a nd by e s t ab l i s h i ng an independent church he ac 1eve or

h ims el f a s ta t us whi ch both had denied him . But the church

a s the re It of the frustrations of

a s i ng l e i ndivi dua l . The decision to break away from the AZM

a ppea r s to have emana t e d f r om the T ble Mountain converts .

Moreover, i n join ing the zee these Africans hoped to achieve

fo r themselves ce r t ain hts of which the were deprived

through t.he and the Nata overn -

ment.

At fi r s t si ght Sh ibe's decision to break away from the AZM

and f or m an i nde pe nde n t chur c h appears to be the hasty action

of a man who had eve r thin to lose and little to gain by tak -

and am) · d nurtured in

hi m, but whic h in th e e nd th e y refused to fulfil.

i ng s uc h a s tep . A c l ose r examination of the preacher 's back 

gro und and of h i s re la ti on to the Mission reveals that in es-

t a b l i sh ing zee he was a t tem to realize certain aims

Shibe ' si ....
7 . See above pp 21-2 3 .
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ABM A/2 / 10 , Sh ibe to (?) Kilbon, 22 August 1898 (trans
l at ed by M. Bhengu. )

ABM A/2 / 10 , Shibe to (?) Kilbon , 2 August 1898 (trans~
l at ed by M. Bhengu .)

Sh i be attended Adams College in the days before the
mi s s i ona r ie s , under pressure from the Natal Government
began to t e ach skills other than reading writing and '
a knowle dge of the Bible . . ' ,

Et he ri ngt on , "Miss ion-Station Meltin -Pots" , p 599 .

Sh ibe ' s perception of the Tabl e Mountain controversy was

11.

8 .

9 .

10 .

pr inc lpl es . In a l etter to Kilbon in August 1- :-:----~~--th at the AZM's handling of the dispute had "extensively

qu e stioned th e Lord's rules" . TO In another letter , he in

f or mea t ne mISS Ionary t at t e Mission had no right to set

its el f up as a jud e in the matter as God could be the only

judge. Sh ibe wa s convinced that his standp-oint was in full

ac cora ance with Biblical t eaching; he also saw himself as a

Chris t - t ypef lgur e , oeing ~ersecuted for his beliefs . Snortly

af te r his fi na l separation from the Mission he compared-his

position/ ...•

co lo u re d t o a large extent b natu e of the education he

ha d re cei ved at th e hand s of missionaries. Durin his

seve n-ye a r s t a y a t Adams Co le er had devoted

11ims el f a l mos t e nt i re l y to the study of the Bible and other

rel igi ou s t exts. He eme r ged from Adams committed to e

t ea chings of Chr i s t ian i t . His participation in the reli

g IO US r evi val which swept the Mission in the late 1870's serv

ed onl y t o r e inforce thi s commitmen . Etherington notes that

"Men of s t r ong wil I", theological bent and fervent piety may

hav e br oug ht to miss ion stations the germs of later separa

t i st re ligi ous movements" , and that "men who were adven 

turou s e noug h to fors ak e old c r eeds were capable of founding

new ones " . 9 In Sh ibe's c ase , it was not so much a matter

of wanti ng to f ound a "new c r eed" ; Shibe believed that the

on~ Whl C embra ced so f u l l was bein violated b the

Ameri can missionaries . In his view , the Mission'S actions
" ,

r e gard ing Table Mountain were out of keeping with ChrIstIan
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position t o that of Chris t and noted that "one d i es in the I
chur c h like J e s us Chr is t ; he was i l l - t r e a t ed , but he di ed in
. t " 121 •

In ano t he r r e s pect, Shi be ' s educ a t i on at Adams was to play

an impor tant r ole i n his dec I sIon t o f or m an Inaependen t

recogni-

for any prea-

railways.

I t there fore be came the innacle of achie ement

c he r i n the s erv ice of the AZM.

c hur c h . The conve r ts who gained admiss ion to A ams In e

n inet een th ce nt u ry were part of a small, ~lite group, who,

hav ing pr ove d the ir accep tance of the religious tenets of the

Mission , were s el ected to be trained as aides to the mission

aries . Gradua te s f r om Adams were employed as teachers and

pre ach ers on a l mos t a ll the AZM stations. In a few cases,

Africans w 0 t e Mission for long periods of time

we re r ewa rded by being Ordination car-

- 1' i ed wi ffi i t:-n~o~t~o~n.:.:l:-..y,-~a-' "-';;;~:;":l:oQ-aa:IoW"""l:C1o~ ;.l.,!",

but ce r tai n pract ical

t ion and the right to travel concessions on

The Na tive Churc he s Commiss ion of 1925 stated in its re-

port that "many new s ects are started by natives who wish to

acquIre t e status of ministers". Shibe was clearly dis

sat is fied with h is position as an approved preacher. In an

i nt e r v iew with "Vermont" in 1897 he complained that" reachers

were just s ent about as the white men proposed to send them ...

he se ev angelists ra i ~e up congregat ions in places, p r ps

a fter a few years work, and then the white ministers come in

and t ak e over the ir wor k". 15 He stated further that he was

tiredl ....

12. ABM A/2 / 10 , Shibe to (7) Kilbon, 22 August J898 (trans~

lat ed by M. Bhengu. )

13. Sundkl e r, Ban t u Prophets, Ch. 3.

14. Repor t of the Na tive Churches Commission, p 27 !

15. ABM A/2/29 , Ver mont to Stewart, 23 August ]897. Vermont
ap pea rs to have been a member of the NCU. The situation
of t he preachers as described by Shibe is of course a, ,
very accura te descr iption of his own position.
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pay his
commit me n t to th e r e s

churc h . w~n te d him as

sala r y .

tired of be ing a preacher and that he wi shed to be co me a

bei ng se cc tcd to s t udy a t Adams , Shibe was

1ieve th at he fil l l ht on e ar e
onc of th e AZM churc hes . Thi s , after all, was the ostensible

purpos (} ·or which ·A£r. i c ans. we r e sent to the theological
scho o l . 16 A numb er of co nve r t s who had attended Adams at

t ~ e same time as Sh ibe had hee Q~dai ~ d , yet he had al~

ways be en byp as s ed. Thi s was not due to any failing on his

pa r t . Duri ng his yea rs as pr e a che r - i n - cha r ge of Table Moun

t a in Sh i be had ampl y f u lfi l l ed the trust the missionaries

had p lace d i n h im. I n l ess than ten years he had built up

a co ng rega t i on of ei gh ty members i an area which in t e

past nail proved unre ceptive to the Gos el. ~ 8 Several mis 

s i onari e s t e st i f i ed to his high moral standards and to his

" mi ni s t e r of a settled charge " . It may be argue a

Sh i be was not orda ined be cause the AZM, under pressure from

the Na t a l Gove r nme nt , had decided to re-establish white con

trol at Tab l e Mountain . With Pugh's :arrival at t Ion,
it became/ .. .

16 . Sw i t ze r , "The Problems of an African Mission" , p 23 .

·17 . For example Sungu za Nyuswa was ordained in 1895. It is
poss ibl e that Shibe's exclusion in 1895 when the AZM
or dai ne d a f re s h group of pastors serv~d to increase
h is .a~arene ~s t~at he had no hope~ of improving his
pos It Ion wh I l e I n the service of the Mission.

18. Pi xl ey r eported i n 188 7 (the year of Shibe's arrival)
th at t he re were only ten Chr istian families resident
on th e s ta ti on . This was after forty years of Mission
wor k a t Table Mountain. See ABM A/3/39 Pixley to
Smith, 31 August 188 7 . '

19. See , f or exampl e A 746, Mrs . W.C. WilcQX to Smith,
20 J une 1894.
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it bCL: a llle clear to t hc pre acher that hi s ambitions were not

goin g to be fulfill ed. Thi s was brought ome even more · 0 -

lsslona ry 's decis ion to secure Shibe's removal f r ,

Tah ounta i n . I t i s worth not ing that the occasion of

Shibe 's forma l s cpa ra tio n f r om the AZM in 1898 was his ordi

na ti on by t he Johannesbu rg Church, and that he found it im

pos s i bl e t o become re co nci l ed with th e Mission in 1900 le-
20

ca use the mis s ionar i e s r e fus ed to r e co nize this ordina Ion .

By es tabli s hi ng th e zec, Shibe gained access to the powers

and status de r i ved f r om ordination; the missionaries had

encour aged him t o aspi re to these, but had refused to grant

t hem t o him .

Tile 1925 Comm i s s ion suggested that African Christians saw

i n or di na tion a me ans of making monex and noted that the

leade rs of i ndepe nde nt churche s in South Africa were paid

hig h sa laries by thei r congregations . Z1 In a slightly wider

con tex t , Ri ch m ntains that "one c l:-ear motive ... of the

Et hi opi an c aders i n Sou was the desire to accumu-
It is possible that Shibe desired oralna

t ion f or th i s r eason. Part of his dissatisfaction with his. .
posi ti on as pre acher seems to have stemmed from the-lo~

sa lary he r e ce ived. In a letter to Inkanyiso in 1891 he com

p lained that preach ers employed by missionary societies were

paid such l ow sa la rie s that "their children will go back to

t r adit iona l wear because of need". 23 Shibe had always been

ke en to i mprove his e ~ onom i ~ position . He joined the mission
in the f i r s t place out of e conomi c mot ives . 24 If Pugh is to

be believed/ ....

20 . Swi t ze r , "The Pr oblems of an African Mission", p 398 .

21 . Repor t o f t he Na t i ve Chur ch es Commi s s i on , p 27 .

22 . Ri ch , " Bla c k Peas ants", p 4 .

23 . Inka nyiso , 16 Apr il 1891, p 5 .

24 . He was a ttrac ted to the Umzumbe Mission Station by ru
mours th at th e miss iona r i es there were offering employ
ment to Africans .
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he beli eved , Shihe used hi s posi ti on as preacher at Tab l e

Moun t a in to engage i n a numb er of money-making schemes. In
1897 Pugh c lailned th at Shibe was making a pro f it out of graz
ing cat t le on th e Re se rve. He also ma inta ined that the prea

cher had employe d school -chi l dr en to make bricks for him af-
. . 2St e r beIng gIve n money by the AZM to purchase them .

Whils t i n th e service of the Mission, the preacher's scope

f or such ac tivi ties was obv iously limited . Official AZM po
icy f r owne d on i ts mis s ionaries enga ing in economic enter 

pr i ses, 26 ana und er ~o ~ i cumst ces would an African prea

che r be all owe d to do s o . No record exists to show whether
~

Shibe r ece ived a hi oher salary f r om the ZCC than the Mission

had pa id hi m) bu t he di d improve his economic position y

f oundi ng the church . In 1903 he was able to purchase a
p i ece of cr own l and a t Um zumb e with money contributed by the

_~a r i o u s ZCC congre ga lons. y, t 1S

coll ect ive l y to those who had contributed towards its pur

cha se , but t he t itl e deed was registered in Shibe's name and

i n pract ice i t became the private property of the Shibe
famil~ . Z The farm is OCCll · ed to a ~ Sh"be's dau hter

i n- l aw.

The AZM was not the only, body i n Natal which encouraged Af

r i can eh~ istian; 'to asp ire to a higher statu~ i ; life, yet

pl aced a limi t on how far t fiey might progress. The Natal Go -
ver ment a opt e a very similar attitude es ec"a in the

ye a r s f ol l owi ng t e granting of responsible government to the

Colony7 ....

2S. ABM AI2129 , "Report of Table Mountain Matters" , p 2.

26 . Swit zer, "The Problems of an African Mission", p 92.

27. I ntc:view with Mr s . Shibe, lS April 1978 . Dissatis
f ac tl on among zee members wi th this situation was to
lead t o t he f i r s t s ecess ion from the Church in 1902.
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Co lo ny . In 18 h 4 t he Na t a l Legislative Ccunc i. L had pass ed a

bi l l prov iJ ill g f o r the exempt i on of Af r i c ans from the opera
ti on of "native" law . 28 Most of the Africans grant ed exemp

ti on were co nver ts belonging to th e various missionary so-
. 29

cie t ies a t wo r k i n Na t a l . Theoret i cally an exempted natIve

was p laced on the same f ooti ng as a white colonist; he was

s ubjec t t o th e same laws and was e l i g i b l e for the franchis e .

In pract i c e exe mpted nat ives were still subject t o various

i s c r i mi n overnmen t passe a

num6 er of r esolut ions aimed at impeding their enfranchise

ment. 31 Exe mpt ed natives therefore found tfiemse ves

pe culi ar pos ition; they had renounced the authority of

th e ir chi e fs and given up the "traditional" way of life in

t ne fi ope of being admitted to European society , yet tfiat"

not accep.t them as full members . A es eyan

mIss ionary dis cribed their situation in the f oll owing t e r ms:

" exempted Africans are expec t ed to remain , like Mahomet ' s cof

fin, b t ween' heaven and ear.tff~ na~~ .~ ~ tIes

o a Ka f fi ~ nor the rights of an Englishman" . 32

In 1888/ ....

28 . For details , see Welsh , The Root s of Segregation , pp 60 -6 1

29 . I u~e this term because t his is the way i n whi ch these
Afr Icans were referred to at that time .

30. Marks, Reluctant Rebellion J ~ 58 . For exam
s aquor ,

at l iberty from one place to ano ther .

31 . Welsh The 00 ~ S
r ece Ive t e vote, an rlcan a to
int? the Treasury , obtain a receipt f r om the resident
m~glstrate; apply in writing to the fiel d corne t to have
hIS ~ame plac~d on the voters' list , forwarding proof
o~ h IS exemptIon and a certificate of good charac t e r
sIgned by three voters , two of which were to be justices
of the peace, magistrates or field co r ne ts" . We lsh
not e s t~at th~se regula tions "aimed a t making it vir 
tually l ~p o s s l b l e. f o r an African t o become enfranchised. "
At th e tIme of UnIon , there were only six Africans on
th e voters' roll in Natal .

32 . ~id , P 238 .
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In 1888 John Kumal o , an exemp ted

cd th e " Funamalungelo" s oc ie t y , an

a t provid ing a mcet in 
co mc t ogether and d i s cu ss the ir
In 18 9 4 Funama l unJe lo en te re d into a bitter wit the

Na ta l Gove r nme nt ov er a Durban magistrate's ruling that ex

empte d nat ive s we re s ti l l subject to the curfew laws of that

t own. 34 The socie ty ca l led all its members to a mass meet

i ng , a t whi ch a pe t i tion was drawn up to be presented to the

Na tal Go ve r nme Il t . " 35 The magistrate's decision was even

tuall y r ev ersed, but th e incident had served to increase the

exempted nat ives' aware ne s s of their ambivalent position in

co lo n ia l s oc ie t y .

e growth of the indepen en
The cont r ove r s y over th e status of exempted native

otes that many of the independent

chu rc h l e ad ers in th is colony were exempted natives. 36 Find

i ng a ll other av enues of advancement closed, these Africans

opted for r eli i on as the means whereb to achieve change.

Sh ibe was one 0 the first AZ converts to receive letters of

exempti on . 37 He was a member of Funamalungelo and was pre-

sent at the meetin s held in the 1890's. He also rea
.~£:iIIIIO~'~:~-:",!~ ~~~

Inkany i so, a weekly African newspaper produced at St. Alban's

College in PIe rg, In w ich the problems of exempt-

e nat Ives an ~ e wIder African population were a major

focus .... "

P 384.

pub-

33 .

34 .

35 .

36 .

37 .
38,

Ink an yi so, 1 June ]894. "Funamalungelo" means "de
mand c i v i c r i.gh t s!",

I bi d, 29 De cembe r 1893 and 5 January 1894.

I bid, 12 January 1894.

We lsh, The Roots of Segregation, p 247.

Swit zer, "The Problems of an African Mission" ,
Shi be 's name appears on the membership roll as
li sh ed i n I nkany i s o , 26 May 1892.
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and Harr i e tt e Co le ns o .

106.

Shibe wa s therefore aware of the li-
rIcans tne Natal

Whe n Shi be bro ke away f r om the AZM, he initially enjoyed

t he s uppor t of mos t of the pastors in the service of the

Mi s s ion. One pas t or i n particula! seems to
--~~--::--~--

impor tant ro l e i n ~he fo rma t i~o~n~_o~~f~t~h~e__.Z~C~C~.__~~~~__~~;_

pastor-in-charge of the Inanda church, was to be a central

fi gure i n Afr ican p'ol i t i ca l activity. in Natal throughout
'f

th e fi r s t f our de cad es of the twentieth century. Shula
WarRs suggest s that Dube ' s education at the hands of the AZM

mI SSIon his life

and that, i n Rar ticul ar 1 the self-su which
he l earnt f rom them was to be reflected in all his subse -

quent act iv it i es. ~ The pastor was, however, extreme y

cri ti ca l of th e missionar ies' failure to implement this prin

cip le . In 188 7 , whi l e on a visit to the United States , he

assisted W.C . Wilcox in d e hlet "Self-Sup
port Among the Kaffirs", which constituted a scathing

attack/ ....

39 . That Shibe read Inkanyiso is shown by a letter he
wrote to the editor in 1891 . See Inkanyiso, 16 April
1891 .

40 . In 1901, he f ounded Ohlan~e, a Zulu Industrial School
mo de ll ed on the famous TuskageeInstitution in the
Uni ted States. In the same year he founded the Zulu
Engli s h newspaper , Ilanga Lase Natal . In 1912 Dube
bec ame th e fi r s t president of the South Africa~ Na
t ive Congre s s . He was a leading f i gur e in mobilizing
Af rican protest against the 1913 Land Act; in the
1930's he was act ive in negotiations over Hertzog's
"nat ive bills" . He represented Natal on the Native
Representat ive Council from 1936 unt il his death in
1946. For mo r e details see Marks, "The Ambiguities
of Depende nce " .

41. I b i d, P 168 .
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attack on the mcthods of the AZM.

tion as edi to r of I langa Lase Na t a l
. . . . 42

of th e Amc rIcan mISSIona r Ies .

He later used his posi-

to continue his criti cism

As Il i s l a t er ca ree r illustrates, Dube ' s vision extended be

yond t he somewha t l i mited obj ectives of the independent

Clurcl movement , but because of his views on missionary po

licies , he sympa t hize d with the movement and, indeed, played

a promine nt r o l e .i n th e formation of at least one church .

Dube was of th e same e ne r a t i on as Sh ibe and retained contact

with the pr e ach er after they had been posted to their re-

s pec tive s tations . When Shibe found himself in 1 1-

cul ties wit h t he AZM, he turned to Dube for advice and sup

port . A present-day l eader of the zee maintains that not

ut t a t he hims e l f av e the church its name . Du e

i nvi te d to l e ad the zee, but he declined havin "come to

t Ie concl usion that the best of the eo le would not follow

bim awa from the n, and that he saw that his greatest

in f luence l ay i n wor ki ng i n un ison with (the AZM) ." 45 None

t heles s , he cont inued to take an active "nterest in the church .
The minutes of th e meetings of the zee were published in

Ilanga Las e Natal 46 and the paper carried an article on the

founder when he di ed. 47 On Shibe's death in 1924

br ot he r , Bashi e s e

~nly d Id Dube advise Sh ibe to establish an independent church,

42 .

43 .

44 .

45 .

Ibi d , pp 172-1 73.

I bid, P 171.

I nte rview wi th Mr s . Shibe , 27 March

Quot ed i n Sw i t zer , "The Problems of
p 398 .

J978.

an African Mission" ,

46 .

47 .

48 .

See, f or example , 11anga Lase Na t a l , 22 July 1903,
28 Augus t 1903.

I b i d, 26 Decembe r 1924 .

In te rview with Mrs. Shibe, 15 Apr il 1978 .
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The Colenso

Table

involved

ource of the

met Harriette

that Harriette knew of

ol cnso ( i s ) able to affo

Fr om th is stat ement, it

movement and was acqua i nte d with
I n 1906 th e leade r of th e ZCC Church
during "a gove r nme n t inquiry into the activities

Oube was in c l ose c ontac t with Harriette

c

of Bis hop Cole nso and an ac tive s
struggle for poli tica l r ights in Na t a l .

r i ctt e Colc ns o took a

the ZCC, and to some

Mi s s I on was s i t:~u~a!io!t.~e~~~~~;A~.l~~~.a-.~~;""':~~~~:""'::'::':~:;;"'_

} 10 un t a i I!.i and s"'-'h..;.e.;,-.;.;;.;;,s.;.;.........-..__~-........a;...--..,;__......--.__.-..;,;.;..._..:..._ _

in the ZC~C~J;.t~h~r~o~u: &o:.::..,;:o.Q.l~.u...:i.ll:f..~~.:::-~e-1;~:-.a~~~~;:;...~.::-_

movement. It is also possible

through h i s f rie nds hi p

For Shibe, Harr iette Colenso hel ed to reaffirm the vali-

ditr- of his Bishop Colenso and his daughter

had alwa ys supported the establishment of an indigenous Af-

rican Church. It is perhaps more important that Shibe's

contact with Dube and Harriette

did not view the ZCC as . e prob-

ably saw the church as a ~:..:..~__-.s :.r::.a.... rom which to

art iculate the ol itical Africans.

The extent/ ....

49 . For Harr i ett e Colenso, see Marks, S., "Harriette
Col en so and the Zulus, 1874-1913, "Journal of Afri
can History, iv, 3, 1964.

50 . She cor re s ponded with P.J. Mzimba founder of the
"Presbyter ian Church of Africa", ~ breakaway from the
Chur ch of Scotland at Lovedale. See Ibid, p 409.

51. S .N .A . 1/1/ 333 63/ 1906, Umgeni Division: Magistrate's
Report, 7 Feb r ua r y , 1906.

52 . Ma rks , "Ha rr i ette Colenso", p 409.
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The exte nt to wh i ch a rs in South

Africa at the tu rn of a ed i n ~ol itical

activi ty and purs ui ng ol itical still ver much a
matter for de ba t e. 5"3 One probl em has been the di f f iculty

54
i n obta i ni n in 0 mat ·o . thes e matters. A document

ha s bee n preserved , howev er, which provides direct ev i dence

t o s ugges t that not only was Shibe dissatisfi ed with the

olicie s of the N also that he ogenl y'

p r eache d his antagonism to the government at ZCC services.

In Nove mbe r 1901, after Shibe had appl ied for a government

grant- in-aid f or a ZCC school at Umtwalume an inspector of

educ ation was charged with the task of i nve s t i ga t i ng the
· cfi ur cn . 5 His r eport contalne serlOUS a

about Shibe's activities that the Ma istrate at Port Shep

s t one opened a fi l e on the reacher, with a view to bring-

± a cas e aga inst hi Africans who had had

co ntac t wi t h Shibe, or who had attended ZCC services, were

brou ht be Q e the Ma i s t r a t e and questioned about the
church ' s le ade r . The evi dence wh ich they provided suggests

that the ZCC was not a purely religious body, and that Shibe

was us in church a m from which to preach anti-

gov ernment se Ch ief Jemusi of the Qwabe Chiefdom

stated that the preacher had vis ited him several times and
that "his object s were to ra ise the nat ives above the white

peo p l e and put t hem in a pos it ion to rule themselves, as the
whi te/ ....

53 . See above pp J3-1 5.

54 . Informan ts who are l ikely to be in a position to
pr ovide th i s kind of information are often reluc
tant to do so, because of the repercussions this
might have . Mr s . Shibe, for example, exclaimed
" No, no, no ... !" when asked i f Shibe was in
vo l ved i n po litics.

55 . S. N.A. 1/1/ 294 277 2/ 01 , " Alleged disloyal talk of
Si mungu Shibe", R. Plant's r eport, 26 November 1901.
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" " So A t h
Ivhit c III a n I s governIIIe ntoppr e s sed th e na t 1vc s :: . " 11 0 C r

I"~ i t ne s s c 1a i med t hat. :

58
I t is diff icu l t to ga uge the accuracy of these statements.

The magis t ra te h i ms e l f ult imately came to the conclusion

t ha t Shibe 's oal was r eli i ous and not political indepen

dence, and no cha r ge s were laid against him. But gIven

hi s expe rience as an exem ted n t" e a d a a frIen 0

Dube and Harr i ette Colenso, Shibe may well have subscribed

t o s uch poli tical s entiments. As an exempted native he

was awa re that th e Nata l government pa id little heed to

pe ti tions and r equ est s f r om Afr icans. More overt political

ac tion was impossib le i n the circumstances of the time. 60

~ t i s possible that Sh ibe saw in reli ious independence the

f i r s t s t e towar.ds t ns.

Th i s would account f or h is using the ZCC to foster anti

gove r nment feeling . In this way the church represented not

on l y a r e be ll ion aga inst the AZ"M, but a means of political

pr otes t aga inst th e Nat al government.

By virtue of h i s posit ion as preacher-in-charge of the

Tab le Mountain chur ch , Shibe c ommande d a great deal of

r espect/ . .. .

56 . S. N.A: 1/1 / ? 94 277 2/0 1 , "Alleged Disloyal Talk", Chief
Jemus l 's eVIdence , 3 February 1902.

57 . S .N .A . 1/1/ 294 2772 /0 1 , "Alleged Disloyal Talk", Alfred
Fynn 's evidence , 26 Novembe r 1901.

58 . It is pos s ible that the witnesses were merely providing
what th ey thought was required of them by the European
ma gis tr a te .

59 . S .N .A . 1/1/ 294 2 7 72/ 01, "Alleged Disloyal Talk", Magi
s trate 's repo r t.

00 . Sec above p 58 .
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r e spect f rom t he Af r ic an converts on the tation. He was

OIlC 0 t th e fc \v 1i t cra t e members of the communi ty and un-

dc r t he s e Cl rcu mst an ces the de en-
dcnt on him to act as a o-betwee m and the Mis-

sion . It i s pos s ibl e that Shibe used his authority to per

s ua dc hi s congrega ti on to join him in his rebellion against

t hc AZM . It was i n his personal interests to establish the

zee and the more Afr i cans he could persuade to join the
ances 0 success.etter were

"f } . ,. to, 62 tha tsome 0 tle mISSIonarIes were won

Sh ibe was the so l e c aus e of the "trouble" at Table Mountain

i s to prov ide t e whole affair. In-

deed, there is evidence to suggest that the dispute originated

with th e congre ation and was only later taken up by Shibe.

In 1898 F. R. unker r sented the American Boar

port on the ZCC, i n which he stated that while S

sti ll at Lovedal e, a section of the Table Mountain

hac ecome ai s s ati~~ d.~r~~~_~~~~~~~~ __
s ta t i on to the NCU "on his return Simungu con-

s ented to l ead that In its letter to Smith in

1897 the "Committee of Table Mountain" wrote that Shibe

"would have gone away before now only that we can't

afford to part with him", 6 implying that the preacher

was prepared to accept his removal to the Noodsbur
but' thOa"t fii s congregation would not release him. Shibe him-

self descr ibed the situation in the following terms: "I was

separated/ •..

61. ABM A/ 2/ 29, Pugh to Goodenough, 8 August 1898. It is
possible that Pugh, who throughout this period was do
i ng his best to slander the ZCC, was wrong here. How
ever, s ince the station-school had been inactive for a
long per iod, he may have been correct.

62 . See, fu r e xampl e , ABM A/2/29, Vermont to Stewart, 23
August 1897.

63 . A 747 , Bunker, F.R., "General Letter of the AZM" June
1898, p 12. '

b4 . A 748 , "Committee of Table Mountain" to Smith, 10 No
vemb er 1897.
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scparateJ by the cong rega ti on and I have accepted this s epa-
. " b5ratIon .

The form of protest which Shibe and his congr e ga t i on adopted

was the l ogi ca l ou t come of their ex erience as AZM conve r t s

on the part of the conve r t s for greater freedom from mis
s ionary control and f or a larger say in the running of church

a al rs . The need f or independence was e ~
,

s t a tions , but nowhere d id i t fi nd more f r u i t f u l ground than

at Table Mountai . Unl ike other stat ions, the church at

Tab le Mount a in had not enjoyed the constant services of a

wh ite mi s s ionary and wha t miss' n wa i n
~~l S area was ach ieved lar el a result of the efforts of

church members themselves. In these terms, Table Moun-
ta in was vir t ua l l y i ndependent long before any of the other

egan to f ee l the need for freedom from missionary

With the arr ival of Pugh in 1896, this indepen ence
was threaten ed, especi a l l y since Pugh proposed to remove the

man who was r e spons ibl e f or es t abl i s h i ng successful mission

work at the s ta ti on . Since the Miss ion was not prepared to
l isten to t he ir pr ote s t s , Shibe and his f ol l owe r s decided to

form/ ....

an "r l c an Chris tians r esident i n Na t a l . In particular,

~hei r being membe rs of the Tabl e Mounta in Church r endered

th i s group of Africans e s peci a l l y r e ceptive to the idea of
es tablis hi ng an i ndepe nde nt church. In their reports to the

Board i n the 1890' s, th e AZM missionaries made much of the

"sp i r it of i ndepe nde nce " which had begun to manifest itself
f rican Ch This const1tute a eS1re

65 . S.C. 1/1 6/ 38, S. Shibe's evidence.

60 . See , for example , Bunker, "General Le t t e r " , p 9.
67 . See ab ove pp 64 - 65 .
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fo rm a n indep cndent churc h .

By 1898 thc idc a and work ing of an inde endent church was

mo st Afr i can Ch istians in atal . Several major

watcr s ra nd , and score s of small churches were srringing up

outh Africa. The i deas contained in this move-

rought c l os e r to home by the visit to Natal i n

o · th e Eng lis h mi s siona r y , Jose h Booth . Bootti, who

was a proponent of the slogan "Africa for the Africans " ,

held m~ et ings with Af ri c ans in Durban to discuss the setting

-up of an "Afri can Chr i s t i an Union" . Among other things ,

he propos ed that al l mission-stations , schools and industries

S 10U e controll ed e n t i r e ly b Africans . Although his

scheme was to be shortlived ,7 it " ac t ed as a powerful sti

mulu s t o th e schismati c spirit so prevalent at just that

time". 72 Be for e Boot h ' s arrival in Na t a l , there had been

no major seces sions f r om mission y. t

Se ven ye a rs l ater, n ine inde endent chur che s had come into
exis ten ce . 73

Booth' s mee t i ng s were attended by educated JiA~.!J~5&Q,..~..J::.:r.c~m..

aI parts 0 a al and it is possible that Shi be was

a t the gathe r ing in Durban and that he transmitted the ideas

d~scussed/ ...

68 .

69 .

70 .

71.

72 .

73 .

For detail s , see Sundkler Bantu Prophets , pp 38-43 .

The best t reatment of Booth is to be found in Shep
person, G. and Price, T. , Independent African (Edin-
burg h , 1958 ). '

A ~opr. ? f ~he mani festo of the "African Christian
U~ lon I S In. A 748 .. See also Shepperson , "Ethiopia
nl s m and Af r I c an Na tI on a l i sm" , pp 12-13.

The pl~n fell.thro~gh w~en the Natal Africans demanded
that, In keepIng wI t h hIS princ ipl es Booth should be
e xc l uded from th e Union. Booth re fused to do so .

ABM A/ 1/9 , Br idgman, " The Ethiopian Movement" , p11 .
I b id.
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Ji scus s eJ the ' tion
74 The

establishedto
e Uhlan a (National Switzer uggests

that this secession was "an important prelude" to the for
mation of the zce. 76 The migration which Njaleki led from

the station in th~ early 1880's, while not constituting a
full-scale independent church, also contributed towards the

grow h of an "inaependent spirit" at Table MountaIn. aceo

witn the Mission's intransigence in 1898, the converts

could recall this earlier occasion on which members of their

church had expressed their dissatisfaction with AZM poli

cies by removing themselves from its jurisdiction.

prea ch er wa s, however, not the church's only contact with
s uc h iJeas. Table Mountain was very close to the AZM church

a t th e NooJs bur whe fi r s t Afr ican

The rise of the African Independent Church Movement has

been attrfbuted b a number of authors to the shortcomings

of European missionary olicies. In one respect at

least, the policies of the AZ'M contributed directly to the

formation of the ZCC. Contrary to Rich's assertion that the

Mission adopted a "deliberate policy of avoiding religious
separatism" 78 by embracing the concepts of self-support and

self-government, it may be argued that the missionaries'
reluctance/ ....

74. Shibe was in Durban when the meetings were held. He was
on his way back to Table Mountain from Lovedale.

75. For details, see Switzer, "The Problems of an African
Mission", pp 374-376.

76. Ibid.

77. For example Barrett, Schism and Renewal; Oosthuizen
Pos~-Christiani~y; Ayandele, The Missionar~ Impact; ,
varIOUS papers In Hayward (ed), African In ependent Church
Movements.

78. Rich "Black Peasants", p 5. Rich stated in private con ...
versation that in making this statement he had suc
cumbed to AZM propaganda.
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r c Lu c t nnc c t o impl ement the se
r u le i.n the ui sput es a t Ta ble Mount ain and Johannesburg. At

_ brrr centres s uc ce s s f u l mi s s ionary work had be en established

an d ma i nta i ne u l ar gely as th e r esult of African initiative .

Bot h c hu.cche.s ed Af .r i car pasto e . tl em and

wer e p r eparc u to r a is e the means to xoy ide their salaries .

'r ile AZM howeve r, wis he d to r e- establish white control in
t he s e areas 79 and i t d id so without consult ing the converts,

ba rely a year a f ter they had received a letter from America
' h 1 h ' ' i s t 80ur gIng t em to e ec t t el l' own mInIS el's .

The conve r t s at Table Mountain used the self-support cir 

cula r as just i f icat i on f or their refusal to accept Shibe 's

r emoval f r om the stat ion. In their letter to Smith , Mzolo

a i r eminded the "the aper . ..

se nt out to us, speak ing of the members of our church , that

they ought to mai nt ai n themselves ... as well as to maintain

the ir own miss ionari es" . 81 When Pixley visited the station

i n Oct obe r 1897 and informed the church that they had no

author ity to select their own minister, the converts replied

wit l1 t' a r gumen t that "we obtained · this} aulliQ t Y. rom
l etters wr i t ted at Mapumu~o .. . These letters were given to

us by the Ame r ic an missionaries . These letters gave us auth

or ity to be a chur ch and to appoint (our) own minister" . 82

The Miss ion's a t temp t s to remove Shibe f un.tain

and l t s ' r efus al to ordain him were seen as a violation of

t ne o l re c tives of the circular. The preacher and his follow

e r s Dl t te rl y r e s ented bein ut

____~~--s~u~t.e.d~- To them this was further proof of the mis

s ionar ies' tot a l d i sregard for the ' in

decisions/ .. . .

79 . Al t ho ug h gove r nme nt pressure played a part in the de-
cision t o hand Ta bl e Mountain over to the NCU the
AZ M ap~e ar s to ha ve decided on this course bef~re 1887 .
See SWlt zer, "The Problems of an African Mission", p 402 .

80 . See a bove p 48 .

81. A 748 , " Commit t ee of Table Mountain" to Smith, 10 Novem
ber 1897 .

82 . S .C . 1/1 6/ 38, Mz ol o ' s ev i de nce .
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decisions uffectin t heir we l f are. 83

The ordi nation of Shibe became a cen t r a l issue i n the dis-
t.l A-bM an h :P b: e eh and ~ as

-.1!.~~~\",J~~..u--

not ed above , i t was to prov ide the means whereby the preacher

fi nally se pura ted f r om the Miss ion. Shibe was, however, not

the only preacher who was dis s at is f i ed with his position.
In the i nte r v iew with Ve r mont he stated the "no less than

seven were s eek ing ord ination among the natives". 84 The

zec counted amon r ecruits man who had given up hope

.o f bei n 0 da.i.ne who thought they might a-

chieve th is i n the new chur ch . A feature of the ZCC in the

early years of i ts exis te nce was the number of pastors it
employe d . By Afr icans had been or aine

an d a f he.en

in th e se rvice of the miss ion. 85

The AZM ' s fai lure t o ac knowl edge the converts' right to

self-gove r nme nt appears to have been the major reason for
co nflic t between th e Mi ss ion and the Table Mountain church.

Other aspec t s of Mis si on po l icy, wh ile contributing towards

th e growth of dis sati s faction on the part of the African
Chr l S lans, wer e not i m ortant cons iderat"ons in the setting

up of the ZCC. Shi be and his followers did not separate

f r om the AZM on grounds of doctrinal differences. T is is
evident/ • . ..

83 . The ph r ase " sold out" is used i n a number of Shibe' s
le tters . Tha t th is was deeply resented is i l l us -
t r at ed by a le t te r Shibe wrot e to Kilbon in 1898 in
whic h he s t a ted , "A f a t he r a lwa ys informs a child of
an y deali ngs , so as not to arouse any misunderstand ing".

84 . ABM A/2 /29 , Ve r mont to Stewart, 23 August 1897.

85 . Robert s, A. W. , "Nat ive Churches Commiss ion: Ts , notes
on vari ous chur che s , their orig ins, founders and lea
de rs , wi t h some comment from 'parent churches '" (Cory
Lib ra ry , Rhodes Unive r s i t y ) . '
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have joined ot he r denomin ations " . 8 A.W. Robert s, who in

t erv i ewed ZCC l e ad er s i n his capaci ty as ch airman of the

1925 Na t i ve Churches Commis si on , f ound that the church ad
he r ed s tric tly t o t he doc t ri ne s of the AZM. 87 The ZCC has

conti nued t o use th e Ame rican Board hymn book and the order
o serVIce I n its churches closely resembles that

of th e Mi s s ion. The committee establishe 0

to adminis te r the affai r s of the churches is

of the AZM executi ve .

evident from Shibe's s ta temen t th at " It d id not make me

spiritually richer t o remove my s e l f f r om the church;
would have th ought I woul d have r eal i zed more ri ch es

While

MissIon
{"fi a t It

t: at i t was encour agi ng a reversion to "traditional"

prac tices . In i ts annual letter to the Board in 1900 t e
Mission hat the ZCC "has s eemed to lower the standard

of Chris t i an livi ng , admitt ing to its church and communion

thos e gen erally known to be living lives 'ut t e r l y at variance

with church r u le s and Christ ian principles", and offered as
proof of th is the f ac t that Shibe, "once an abstainer, now
ca rr I e s a ridgman ter explalne e

in willingness to ac-
who, for reason of their low moral

standards/ ....

86 . ABM A/2 / 10 , Shi be to ( ? ) Kilbon, 22 August 1898
(trans l a ted by M. Bhengu).

87 . Robe r t s , "Nat i ve Churches Commission: Ts notes. "In
t he se t e r ms, the ZCC may be class ified as an "Ethiopian"
c hurc h .

88 .

89 .
In te rview wi t h Mrs . Shibe, 15 April 1978.

Informati on t aken f r om minutes of ZCC meetings
li s he d i n Ilanga Lase Nat a l , August 1903. See
Swi tze r , "The Problems of an African Mission"
n 95 . '

as pub
also
p 421,

90 . A 754 , " Gen era l Let te r of the AZM", 1899-1900, P 9.
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standards , wou ld not have gained admit tance to the AZM churche s .

The mi s si onari es ' fea r s notw ithstanding,

"tradit io nal " practi ces doe s not ap pear to
--'l---OO:--''''-''~~r"~~.~''.7'':!~~

a c ruc i a l Iss ue i n Sh l e s aeci s i on to esta

churc h . The conver ts a t Tabl e Mount ain had
to ad he r e t o the moral s t andar ds impos ed on them by the Mis
sion and cas es of ·" bac ks l i di ng" oc curred there as much as at

h . 92 b h' . d t tany ot e r s ta tIon , ut t e r e IS no eV l ence 0 sugges

t hat thos e who jo ined the ZCC did so because it practised

"h e athen" cus t oms . I ndee d , Shibe, who played such a prom i-
nent ro l e i n the t emper ance crusades and moral revivals which

swept t he Mission in the 187 0's, was unlikely to sanction

such act i vit i es. Robe r t s stated that "to Simungu's credit,

it may be said that f or the e u ed to have

s t ood firm f or th e s t andar ds of morality in which he was

tr a ined under the Ame ric an Miss ion". Pugh, who was no

f r i end of Shi be' s and who was responsible for many of the

rumour s ci rcul ati ng about the ZCC, was obliged to admit in

evi de nce before the Supreme Court that the preacher "has not
don e anyth ing in the conduct of his services that I have seen and

whi ch I can say was i mpr ope r " .

Very few studies of African independent churches have attempt

ed 0 prov l e an overall explanation for the emergence 0

t nes e cnur c es . Instead there has been a tendency to postu
late a hi erarchy of causes. Barrett's study is typical of

tnls approach/ .. .

91. ABM A/l/9 , Br i dgman , "The Et h i op i an Movement", p 18 .

92 . Whe n Pixl ey vis ited the stat ion in 1887, he reported
that t he chur ch wa s in a "bad spiritual state" and
t ha t very few members were willing to give up beer.
See ABM A/3 /39 , Pix l ey to Smith, 31 August, 1887.

93 . Roberts , " Nat i ve Churches Commiss ion : Ts notes".
94 . S . C. 1/1 6/ 38, Pugh ' s evidence.
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t h i s ap proac h . lie ma int ains that " causation depends on the

accum ul a t Io n of a number of di fferent factors" and that "in

J ep cn den c y i s the product of multiple causes" . His "tri
ese causes

i n to a co he re nt explanati on f or the eme r gence of indepen 

dent churc hes in Africa . Wh ile Barrett's study has the
me . em has i z ing the complexi t y of the issues involved,

i t perpetuate s the major drawback of this kind of s tudy in

that it fails to a ke e t

the various causes put forward . This is true of

the oft-util i zed d i stinction between the "po-

litical" dimens ions of independency .

these two

continued

lS surprlsing

between mission

1 authorltles in

uent references

to accept the thesis

between the "religious" and

some

" olit ical" dimensions of inde endency . ThlS

been e spe c i a l l y prevalent among writers in South Africa,
where offic ial pol icy has alwa s been to "kee olitics out

of relig ion". Thus Oosthuizen maintains that "it is a mis-
take to s ee the i ndependent movements . 10-

pian movements as nationalistic enter rises with political

I ost- indep'endence era

have been made to the connection

ary activity and the act i °tie

Af ri ca . Wh il e fe w s cholars are

that missionaries we ne, "agents,lCiooU=
would agree that a relationship

ag enc i es an :t.h.a,L-.,.u.j~j]~~.....~~~!I'::s.L~r!Il:::;~QI~~d~9~.s~~~~&'s~J;.,..l..
96.. ac.hie :v.in ob oe. t i ve s . In view of the debate

as p i r a ti ons The church cannot associate itself uncondi--
tionally/ . ...

95 . Barrett, Sch ism and Renewal , p 98 .
96 . See ab ove pp 13-15.
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tiO llUlly \"i th t he f reedom movements and ... thes e mov ements

iu vc re ul i zc lIS ve ry we ll " . In a more recen
he sug est.s t hat "the "t i cal f ac t or s have been overrated"

and t · w ' e.n.den. t, _elm a "reaction to
" " I' 98

JII1SS1 011 •

The for ma ti on of the ZC C was closel the

of th e AZ M, particularl y on the issue elf-suppor
t he se t erm s the c hu rc h ma y be viewed as r epresentlng a "re-

ac t ion to mis s i on" . The . naries're fusal to rant the

Afr i can conve r t s sel f- government ran contrar to official
A e . poli cy . In other parts of the world American

Board missi ona rie s had i mplement ed this principle success
f ul ly , 99 but the AZM missionaries refused to do so . The

mis s ionar ies who were sent out to Natal were not different in

any way f r om others i n the employ of the ABCFM and their

den i a l of the converts' r ight to a larger sax in the running

of c hurc h af fairs was not due to any personality quirks .
....Rather all "e s of the Natal

colonis t s , with whom the missionaries were in close contact .

Fr om the time of Shepstone, Natal "native policy" was

based on the assumption that fricans cauL D. t e entrusted

with the running of their own affairs, but had t uided
an d "protected" b the nment . 100 This policy was ,

of course, the result of on the part of the white

col oni s t s that should Africans rece ive full political rights
t hey would pro ve a serious obstacle to the maintainance of

white/ . .. .

p 11

See

Oos thuizen , Post-Christianity, p 7 .

Oosthuize n , "The ' s epar a t i s t ' churches",

For exa mple , i n India, Turkey and China .
Strong, The Story of the American Board.

l OO. For "nat i ye policy" under Shepstone, see Welsh, The
Root s of Segregation Chs . 2 and 3 .

97 .

98 .

99 .
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. Natal. 101 Alwhite po litica l and cconomi c supremacy In
th ou gh t he y f ound mu ch to cr i t i c ize i n col on i a l pol icy the

Amc r ican miss i ona ries were far closer to the white colonists
102

i n a t ti t ude and l i f e style than to the Afri can converts .

Th i r tilei "n.ati:' llus-

trat ed by the pr omi ne nt role the l a ed in sett in u the

Mi s s ion Re s erves S t ern. The disputes whi ch the mission-

e s e nte re d i n t o the colonial government were osten-

sib l y bas ed on a des ire to achieve certain r igfits for the

Afri c an c ~ i n Fe
their o~n intere s ~s . } 03 In denying its converts the right

to s el f- government AZM policy mirrored very accurately the

prejud i ces of Na t al colon ial society .

The Miss ionar i es were inclined to deny the AZM churches

th e ri ght to s e l f -government partly because they acquired

the pr e jud i ces of col oni a l society; at the same time that

soc i ety act ive l y d iscouraged the policy of self-support.

I n order to prev ent more of its converts joining the ZCC the

Miss i on had be en obl iged in 1901 to grant its churches a

Inod icum of self- overnment in the form of the African Congre -

ga ti ona l Church. The colonists disapproved of this move

and advocated a r eturn to the old system of missionary con

trol . The sett l er-dominated Na t a l Lands Commission stated in

its rep or t i n 1902 that:

Those/ . ...

101 . I bid , p241 .

102. Di nne r s tei n , "The American board Mission", p 195.

103 . For examp l e , the controversy over the Mission Re
serves ~c t of 189~. The missionaries finally agreed
to th e Implemen t a t I on of the bill on condition that
th ey r e ce ive hal f the reserve rents. The African
c onve r ts , who bitterly opposed the bill were sold
out i n a compromise agreement between the AZM and the
Na ta l gove r nmen t .

104 . For det a i l s, s ee Switzer, "The Problems of an Afri
can Missi on" , pp 400-401.
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Those con t rol li ng the American Mis s ions bel i ev e the.
time ha s come when und er nat ive ministers, the natIves, . .
s houl d be l e ft to con t r o l themselves. CommIsS Ioners
have co me to the conc l us i on that this is an entire
lnista kc and be lieve that the true interests of mis
sionary 'wo rk can only be properly served by a quali
fie d white missiona r y be ing r es ident at and controll
ing each s ta tion. 1 05

This r ecommendati on was made law in 1902. 106 The mission-
,

a ri es were t he r e f ore aware that if they actively pursued a
policy of self - gove r nme nt they ran the risk of incurring the

wrath of the Nat a l overnment, upon whose goo

cess of the i r wor k was ult imately dependent.

In the light of the above analysis, it is impossible to

dis t i ngu i s h be tween t he, l!re:lig iou "an.: "p

f or the f or mati on of the ZCC. The church

sponse to the po r ic i es of the AZM and the

not i n i s at ion but as a e.
t erms that the ZC
colonia l pres ence i n Na t a l .

. tical." reasons

rep'r~sente~ a re
Natal government,

It is in t he s'e

Nowhe r e is th is point better illustrated than in the ques

t ion of the economic insecurity of the Table Mountain con

ver ts . Whe n Shibe broke away from the AZM to form the ZCC
~e carr i ed witH nln only a ortion o~tfie Ta ounta in
church . A numb e r of conve r t s decided to accept the autnority
of Pugh and remai n wi t h i n the Mission. Obviously, different

i ndi vi dual s had di f f erent r easons for joining the ZCC or not .

The re is evi de nce to suggest, however, that those who fol

lowe d Shibe did s o because the ZCC offered them a secure

rig ht to l and a t a t ime when, as a result of the combined

efforts/ ....

JOS. Repor t of t he Na t al Lands Commission, Published under
Gove r nme nt Noti ce No . 136 of 1902, p 29 .

JOb. See be low p 136.
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efforts of t he Missi on and the Na ta l government, the ir sc

curity of t c nu r e a t Tab le Mounta in was being threatened.

Whcn t Ile sys tem of miss ion r eserves was inaugurated in

Na ta l , th e col oni s t s ex pre s se d oppos ition to the idea, and
th r oughou t the second hal f of the nineteenth century settl 

er po l it i cs were d irected towards reclaiming these areas

f or wh ite settl ement. The Table Mount . eserve
was parti cularl y . cove t ed by the colonists because it was

c ose t o Pi eterma r it zburg and possessed good grazIng or
c a t t le . 1 The Afr i can population was made aware of the

col onis t s ' designs on their land by the annual exodus of
wh ite-owned ca t t le t o the res erve, 108 and by the Natal
gove r nme nt ' s attempt to annex the area in 1887 . 109 With

th e i nt r oduc t i on of the Mission Reserve Bill i n 1895, their

pos it ion became eve n more tenuous. All the while the mis

s ionar ie s r eta ined con t r ol a.:~L...x:..c.e-J.li~a..};.:~.,..ptJ:I~~;;Q1UJ..Q,....

expected to protect the Afr i can s ' interest to some extent .

Once the administrat ion of the area was taken over by the

government, there could be no guarantee that they would
not be pushed of f the land. 110

All the Table Mountain converts suffered insecurity result

i ng from this s ituation, yet only a portion of them joined
t he ZCC. A clue to an understanding of why certain converts

followed Shibe wh~ e ~ h is to be found in
Pugh's i nt e r fe r ence in lan ~~~~S~CUb.~~B~.es~l~~~b~_the

1890 ' s . The demarcat ion of the Natal Mission Reserves in the

mio - nlne teent h century was carried out "without regard to
th e r es ident Afr i can population". 111 Chiefdoms were split,

so that/ . . .

107 . Swit zer, "The Prob lems of an African Mission" p 100.,
108 . See above p 62 .

109. See above pp 63-64 .

110 . See ahove pp 55-57 .

111. Swi tze r , "Th e Problems of an African Mission", p82 .
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so t hat some fo l lowe r s of a chief found themselves living
\" i t h i n a Re s e rve, wh i l e others r emained outs ide its bound
a r i es ; a nd a num ber of Chiefdoms might be included within

a si ng l e r e s erve. The boundaries between Chiefdoms were

not c le a r l y defined and as a r esult the missionaries who

adminis te re d the ar eas s pe nt much time sorting out land

4uarrel s. Thes e probl ems grew worse as the reserves be

came mo r e and more overcrowded .

The Tabl e Mountain Mission Reserve was more heavily popu

lated than most of the other AZM stations , 11 and the com-

etit ion for land was conse uentl y' reater . These problems

were exace r ba t ed by the presence of four independent chiefs
on the Reserve . l T3 From the time that it assumed trustee 

s h i p of Table Mountain the AZM received constant comp'laints

that one or the other of these chiefs was encroaching on
anot lier's territory. 11~ By 1896 , when Pugh took up ' his

position as miss ionary-in-charge of the station , the situa

tion had escalated into a bitter conflict between the two

pri nc i pa l contenders for land, Chiefs Mgangezwe and Mde pa .

Fr om the start , Pugh appears to have favoured the f ormer ,

and he used his influence to persuade the Mission to do
l ikewise . 115 In 1899, the Board of Trustee s of the AZM

r e cognized Mgangezwe as the sole authority on the Reserve . 116

Pugh / .. ..

1] 2 •

11 3.

J J 4 .

J 15 •

J 16.

In 1895 the Table Mountain Reserve, ampunting t o
5,6 23 acres , supported a population of 1 ,100 . Cf
the Aman zimtoti Reserve (8 ,077 acres; population
1,1 ~0) or the Map~mulo Reserve (8,196 acres; popu
latIon 1,000) . FIgures taken from Switzer , "The
Prob lems of an African 'Mission" , Appendix I,
pp 566-56 7 , and Appendix 11 , pp 572-573 .

Rep ort oT the Native Mission Reserve Commission , p 6.

See, f or example , SNA 1/1/102, 986/87, Pixley to
SNA, 31 October 1887 .

Pugh provided no reasons for his decision to suppor t
Mgangezwe, but it is possible that he did so because
the chie f enjoyed by far the largest following in
th e r~se:ve and could use his influence to support
th e mIss Ionary.
A 755 , Pugh , G.J . "Report of the Missionary in Charge
of th e wor k at TaDle Mountain", 1900 , p 5 .
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of

in-th e AZM.

f or me

di spute and tha hi £Qll~

order t o us e i t .as a and

Pugh later acknO\-.'ledge d t ha t t hi s de c i sion " cri ppl ed our

in flue nc e among the members of the one t r ibe, ow ing to the
11 7

b Lame having be en lai d a t the doo r of t he missionary".

It was to be Mde pa ' s pe ople who be came members of the ZCC. Lv c i

hefore t he Mission ha d de c ided to r e co gn i ze an ezwe as

t he sol c aut ho ri ty on th e Res erve, Mdepa had begun to

voice hi s oppo si tio n to the missionary. Fr om letters

wr i t ten by Pug h du r ing this pe r iod it appears that the

chief deepl y r es ented the missi

a solicitor to fig ht his case i n c our t and that "Simungu's
i d i h i ° h i " 118 I h 1part y are al l ng l m l n t lS matter . n anot er et-

t er he not ed th at thi s a id cons i s ted of monetary contribu

t ions. In Pugh' s v i ew, th is was al l "part of a plan which

Simungu' s peopl e ar e l ay i ng" , namely, an attempt to estab

li sh the r ight of Afr icans to residence on the Mission Re

serve Lands i rre spe c tive of any rul ings by the AZM or the
Na t a l government. 1]9

Shibe and his f o l l ower s demonstrated their loyalty to

Mdepa by committing acts 0 agg members of

Mgange zwe's chi e f dom. I n October 1897, Pugh reported that

Sh i be ha d delibera te l y ploughed a furrow through a piece

of land which had been allocated to one of the "loyal"
chief 's f oll owers . 120 This prompted Pugh to intensify his

efforts/ ...

117 . I bi d , pp 5-6 .

118. ABM A/2 /29 , Pugh to Goodenough, 6 April 1898.

119. ABM A/2 /29 , Pugh to Goodenough, 27 April 1898.

120 . ABM A/2 /29 , Pugh to Goodenough, 18 October 1898 and
25 Oc tober 1898.
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c tfo r t s to secure the r emoval f r om the Re s erve of not only

Sit i be , but a 11 membe rs of the ZCC . In J u l y 1898 Pu g h wrot e

t o t;oode nough r eque s t i ng the r emoval of one Samue I Si ru tu,

a BaSot ho l i v ing on th e s ta ti on who "s ince his residence

Il~ re ... has per si st ent ly s uppor t ed Simungu in all his re-
o " 121

CL'Il t ac t I on s •

PUgll 'S ef for ts notwithstanding, Sh ibe and his followers

remai ne d a t Tab le Mountain until 1903. It is interesting

t o note that the negotiations betwe en the preacher and the

AZM ov er h is l eaving the reserve once again broke down over

the i ssue of p r ope~t y . Shibe maintained that the reason why

he would not l e av e Table Mountain was because the Mission

woul d not r e i mburs e him sufficientlx for his house and gar

dens. With th e passage of the Mission Reserve Act into law---i n 1903, the pr eacher was obliged to vacate the Reserve .

Although his effor t s to guarantee a right to residence on

th e Miss ion Reserves f or his followers were therefore ulti

mate l y unsuc ce s s fu l, he did offer them a measure of economic

secur i t y by pu r chas ing a piece of crown land, amounting to

s ome three hundred acres, at Umzumbe. 122 It is not clear how

ma ny of th e ZCC members from Table Mountain joined him at

Um zumb e, but in th is way the zce provided the opportunity for

securi t y of t enure to i t s members at a time when Africans

livi ng on the Miss ion Reserves were facing an uncertain fu
ture.

Swi t.z . e s ,7 "One I s :im ressed w" th th essential. con-

se r va ti sm of th e separatist movement ... the separatists

we re not poss e s sed with a vision of society. radicall . di f 

fe rent f r om the one the y. had learnt so well from the mission-
. " 12"3 I·f h h .a r le s . , owe.ve r ., t l ee IS re&,2.

to col oni a li sm in Na t a l it is imp-~ss~~l t t

judgement . Sh ibe and his followers envisaged a society

121 . ABM A/ 2/ 29, Pugh to Goodenough , 8 July 1898 .
122 . See ah ove p ]03 .

123. Swi t zer , "The Prob lems of an Afri c an Mis s i.onv , p 403 .
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that was ver the one in wh ich they f ound

th emselves . The y aspired to a situation in which Africans

i t was to be be lead.~~,~l~

be fore th is i t was rent bX further secessions,

ill t 1e ec i s i on- maki ng process of the co ony,

where they would av:e £Le: UTI 1::,_ 0....__
re where the s e t t led . In nineteenth century Na t a l

th es e we re r evolutionary concepts. The church lacked the
. cohes i on and organiza . olitical or-

gani zations i n South Africa; afte~

o Je ctive s were basicall y. th,~..~~ In Lnis sense i t may'

be regarded as a forerunner of these later movements.

124. See be l ow pp 132-133.

. ..
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UtAPTE R V. r ui; zee 1900-1 908 EARLY GROWTH AND COLONIAL REACTION

Apar t f rom a fe w sca t te red refer en ces in missionary and govern

men t r ec o r d s , very 1 i t t Le in forma t ion.. e.x i s ts concerning the ac

t i vit i es of th e ZCC a ft er its f or ma t i on . The picture presented

here is i nc omple te , but it provides some iaea of t e aeve opment

of the c hurc h be for e 1910.

veSwi tze r
~ ~.~,!__ he attributes to the hostility

AZ M and the Na ta l and to "the strength and prestige
of th Against tnis, nowever, it should

be noted that the missionaries'hostility stemmed at least in

part from the success with which the ZCC weaned AZM converts from

the mission churc 1910 the ZCC was active

on nearly all the AZM

Mi s sio ' wo~~ .in the~~~

e nc r oac hment by the ZCC:

~"L~~e serious inroads into thes...._-
was critical of this

A consp icuous lack in the whole (Ethiopian) movement is the
absence of a genuine missionary purpose. Primarily the idea
seems to be not to take the Gospel to the unevangelized,
but to f or m new churches in the very fields long occupied
by Mission Societies, the idea being that the new organi
zations should if possible displace the old. Paul's am
bition 'not to build upon another man's foundatio~ is just
r evers ed by all Ethiopian bodies. Their very hope of exis
tence is baZed on the expectation of reaping where others
have sown.

_U I.e...,t;.lIOl!b...W~_IJ~~ioL....succes.s.Eu.l on the Table Mountain Reserve.

Aft er Sh i be's r emoval from the area in 1903, the church was con-

tro ll ed by Samue founder-member and the first treasurer
_=.-.-=..::.-""';""-

of the ZCC. Weekly s ervi ces were held in a hut specially con
structed/ •..

1. Swi tze r , "The Pr oblems of an African Mission", p 400.

2 . ABM Al l 19, Br idgman, "The Ethiop i an Movement", p 17.
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structed for wors hip . A sc hool was started and a teacher em-

ployed . Shibe VI SI e Mounta In perIo lca

mar riage services and to baQtize new church members.

The AZM made s e e..r:a l _ a t t .elJlp.t..s_ t o re ove. Mzo~o and others

f rom the r e s erv e. In 190 2 the Mission held a special meeting to

consider this ma t ter and resolved to "advise the Trustees to se 

cure the r emo val of Samue l Mz ol o , Elijah Zondi, John Zondi and

Cha r le s Zu l u " . 5 In. 1906 Taylor 6 wrote to the Secretary for

Na t i ve Aff ai rs once ag a in requesting that these men be removed .

The Gove r nme nt made investigations and warned Mzolo that, should

he conti nue to conduct ZCC services at Table Mountain , he would

be mov ed "to anot he r part of the colony" . 7 The Mission also

r eceived the f ul l backing Chief an ezwe, who had remained

l oya l to the AZM. He was 0 activities on the re-
8

serve and made s ev eral attemp.~t~s~~~~~~~~(~~-----

All thes efforts f a i l ed and i n 1910 the ZCC was still firmly

establ ished at Tab le Mountain. This was partly due to the Mis

s ion' s f a ilure to conduct 'mi s s i ona r y work in the area. In 904

the NCU un ited wi th the Con t · cnai, Chur.".c-:;.~h~e::;;;:s~a0::iof:,;.=t~rl!-~'~""_ _
Co l ony to f or m the Congr e ga t i ona l Union of South Africa . Under

t e t erms 0 e contract the AZM had signed WIt in
1894, the l a t t er ' s control over Table Mountain was terminated by

such/ ••. .

3 .

4 .

5 •

6 .

7 .

8 .

SNA 1/1/333, 63/ 1906, Magistrate, Umgeni Division to USNA ,
24 Oc tober 1906; "Supervisor", Estcourt, to USNA , 7 Sep 
tember 1906.

SNA 1/1/ 291, 698/ 1901, Pugh to SNA, 11 April 1901 .

A754 , "Minutes of a Special Meeting of the AZM", 19 and
20 Aug u s t 1902.

Sec re t ary , AZM .

SNA 1/1 /3 33 63/ 1906 , Minister of Native Affairs to His
Exce l l ency the Gover nor , 6 November 1906.

See , f or example , I bid , "Supervisor" , Estcourt to USNA,
7 September 1906.
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such a un i on. 9 I n Sep tembe r 190 4 the NCU ask ed the Mission to

resume co nt rol ove r the s t a t i on . 10 The AZM agreed and the trans

fer was comple ted by the beginning of 1905 . 11

Swi tze r not es that "when the NCU . . . abandoned Table Mountain

... tI le Chris tian c ommuni t y was in a far worse con 1 1
i t had bee n t en yea r s earl i e r " . 12 The empt

t o remedy th i s si t ua tion . There was no mi ssionary r esident on

the stat ion and once· agai n the church bui ldings wer~ allowed to
13fal l into d i sr ep a ir . It was for these reasons that the

Na ta l gove r nme n t was r eluctant to put an end to the activities

of the ZCC in this area . S.O. Samuelson suggested that the

zec 's succ e s s at Tabl e Mount a i n was the Mission's own fault .

In a letter to the Na t a l Na t i ve Trust he remarked that "if (the

Ame r i ca n missionar i es ) do not attend to their work they need not

be surpris ed i f weeds spring up" . 14 The ZCC was able to re 

c r ui t Af r i c an Christ ians resident at Table Mountain because

the r e was no other body to cater for their religious needs .

The church was also active on a number of reserves where the

AZM had e s t a bl i shed.csucce.asfiu.l ID; s·s.i wo. t Umzumbe the

wo rk of the ZCC caus ed a "serious division" among the members of

th e ~ 10e had lived at Umzumbe for a number of

years and had ma ny f r i ends and relations there , and many joined

the church/ . . .

9 . ABM A/ 1/2 , "M i nu t e s of the Semi-Annual Meeting of the AZM",
23 January 1899 .

10. ABM A/ 2/2 9, Cliffe to Bridgman , 20 September 1904 .

11. ABM A/3/37, Secretary , AZM to Cliffe , 15 December 1904 .

12. Swi tze r , "The Probl ems of an African Mission" , p 402 .

13. SNA 1/1 / 333, 63/ 1906 , S .O . Samuelson , (USNA) to Clerk
Na ta l Na ti ve Tr us t , 29 October 1906 . '

14 . I bid.

15 . A7 54 , "General Let t er of the AZM", June 1902, P 3 .
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the churc h out of perso na l l oya l t y to i t s l ead er . 16 Regular

services were he l d on the land whi ch the c hurc h had pu r cha s ed

and a school was sta r ted . At Es i dumb i ni an Africa n named

Nahlagamipana he ld services und er the aus p ices o f the ZCC.

Several AZN co nve r ts liv ing on th is r e s erve switched their

allegiance to the r i val c hurc h . 17 The work of Elia s Ti za on

th e Amanzimto ti Reserve prove d a ser iou s hindrance to the efforts

of the AZM in t hat a rea . 18

The ZCC d i d not just confine its activities to the Mission

Res e r ve s. Swi tze r notes that Shibe established "a f ew" con

gre ga t i ons i n Zu l ul a nd , where the AZM had been unable to carry

on mi ss i onary work . The church also set up congregations in

Mo zambi que and Ts ongaland . 19 El i a s Tiza preached periodically

at Ri chmond , Msi nga and Helpmekaar, none of which were AZM

c ~n tTe s . 20 By 1925 the ZCC had established a chain of churches

i n the Tr ansvaa l , i nc l ud i ng such Blaces as Benoni , Sprl

Nige l , Er me l o and Standerton . In several of these areas church

buil d i ng s ha d bee n constructed, and schoo ls had been started at

t hr e e cen t re s . l~ Nor t he r n Na t a l chu ches were built at Est
21

Shi be/ . .. .

16 •

17 .

18.

19 .

20 .

2 1 •

A746, "Report of the District under the Charge of C. N. Ran 
som , 189 7-1898.

SNA 1/1/ 333, 71/ 1906, Magistrat e , Umgeni Division to USNA ,
22 March 190 6 .

SNA 1/1/333, 63/ 1906 , J. Scott to Inspector , Natal Police,
16 Janua r y 1906.

Swit zer, "The Pr obl ems of an African Mi s s i on" p 399
420 n 86 . ' ,

SNA 1/1 / 333, 63/ 1906 , Local magistrate's report on Tiza,
7 Febr uar y 1906.

Rober ts , "Native Churches Commission , Ts notes ."
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Shibe \'Jas cons c ious o f the need t o provide for the education

o f t hc c h i l d r e n of ZCC members . So schools were s et up at

s cve ral ZCC c e nt r e s . At Bangibizo , inland from Umtwalume , a
- --- --school wa s st'ar t ed , and by 1907 i . fteen pupils .
~--~-I f r ican woman, said to have been persona lly

by Shibc , r eceived a salary of ten shillings a month ,

paid by th e par ents of her pupils . 22 The school at Estcourt

had fo r t y~five pup il s in 1925 . 23 No information exists con

cer nl n the t e o f e duca t i on offered at these schools , but it

i s l i ke l y that on the AZM station-schools,

wher e an eleme nta r y educat i on in read ing , writing and general

knowl edge wa s provided . Separate school buildings were rarely

e rec ted , l essons be ing held in the home of the local minister

or i n a church memb er's hous e . 24

The ZCC c l a imed to have 6000 members in 1925 . Roberts was

o t e opinion that this was a " ross exa
~_::-_.o.=.:::.:::.:::......;;.:;~~~~-...:::.:_

mated membersh ip at "one-s i xth th t It y

a t tIe c hurc h was so large, as b this time it had suffere

f r om a number of secessions . Several authors have noted that

a major characteristic of African inde endent churches is their

t endency to "s l it al1d kee 26 This is particu

la r l y true of th e Z,..~~~

Ve r y littl e ev i de nc e exists about the reasons for these se

c es sions . The fir st, in 1902 , ap~ears to have been t He resu

of d issatis faction with Shibe's exclusive control of the lan at

Umzumbe ,/ ...

22 . SNA 1/1/387,3745/ 1907 , District Officer, Natal Police ,
to SNA , 12 Dec ember 1907 .

23 . Roberts, " Native Churches Commission, Ts notes".
24 . Ibid; SNA 1/1/387 , 3745/ 1907 .

25 . Ro he r t s , " Native Churches Commission , Ts notes" .

26 . See , f or examp le , Mzimba, "The African Church" , p 93 ;
Bar re t t , Schism and Renewal, p 16 .
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Um zumbe , to the purchase of which a l l ZCC members had contributed.

The ~Iission not cd in i ts annua l l etter t o the Boa rd i n that year

tha t many of Shibc 's fo l lo wer s had "turned bitter towards hi m,

t hinking that he has c he a ted them out of money to buy land i n

hi s o wn namc". 27 Acco r di ng to a pr e s ent-day l eader o f the

churc h , thc s cc e s s i on s of 1907 a nd 191 6 wer e caused by leader

s hip quar rels . 28 I n 1918 a group of ZCC members broke away to

form the " Zulu of Afr i can Et hi op i a n Church". Suna er notes

is chu rc h adopted a number of "Z ionist" practices; doc-

t r inal d i f f er ences may there fore have constitute t e reason

fo r th i s s ep arat ion. The Z seems a

lead er sh I p c r i s i s , common to manx independent churc t Ee

f ou nde r 's de ath . 3 When Shibe died in 1924 the church sp I

into thr ee oppos ing fa c ti on s .

b

Throug hou t the period under review the ZCC was administered

--.!~.!.!!~W~..u~~~~~;=t=:eft~~~~~~~iJIlQll~~.t..,..~~]5·~tary

a nd tr ea su r er . Thi s c ommi t t e e over the annual

e egates

the "ecc e

siastical/ • ..

27 . A754, "General Let ter o f the AZM", June 1902, p 3 .

28. I n t e r vie w with Mrs Shibe, 15 April 1978.

29 . Sundk le r , Bantu Prophets, p 45.

30 . Ibid, Ch . 5 . The recent court case in Pietermaritzburg
ov er ~he leadersh ip of the Shembe Church is a good example
of th IS. When the prophet Shembe died, a struggle for
l eade rs hip of the church ensued between his brother and
hi s son.

31 . I c an f i nd no f ur t he r details on this split .

32 . See ab ove p 117 .

33 . "Minut es of a mee t i ng of the l CC" as reported in Ilanga
Lase Na ta l , 21 August 1903.
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Slus tical struc t ure " of the c hurc h was "central i zed and or iented
- 3-4. ~;-;:-1="h~-rl"""'lfIII¥-t o\lI u r J s a n e l ' t e l ' arc h " and r t would appear

ccutive muin tu i ne J t i ght c ont r o l over the running of church

affuirs . zce member s appear to hav e contributed regularly and

ge nerously t o th e c hurc h . At the annua l meet ing in 1903, for

examp le , a s um of ov er e ighty pounds was handed in to the

tr e a surer, mo re than mee t i ng the committee's expenses for the
3 5year .

Very li t t le in fo rmation is available regarding other ZCC

act iv ities, particularl y. its ,involvement in p'olitical protest

a gai ns t the p ~ l ic i es of the Natal government. Shibe a ears to

hav e us ed the church as a latform f ~ ate the
gr ievance s 0 ~N&t-a 36 He was careful, however, to

av oid an open ·con front a~io ~ with -nm r

succeeded in cc.LLecta.n g enoughssevzi denee ~~s e

h i 37lm .

In this context, it i s necessary to examine the extent of

ZCC involvement in the 1906-1908 disturbances in Natal . Official

observers at the time of the "rebellion" were convinced tRat tIle

rol e of African Chr istians was and that. "
mem5ers of African_Indegende~t d been
act ively e nga ge d in combat with government forces . 38 Shula

Marks sugges s~ trfra 1<:110 articipation in--fJ1e aI ces was

" far mor e compl ex" than government reports made out. e pOInts

out that as many African ..Christians fought on the government's

side a s took up arms aga~ns~ i . M&Eks maintains, however, that

of t hos e kho l wa who did oppose the government , the lar ge maj ori ty wei

members/ . ..

34 .

35 .

36 .

37 .

38 .

Swi tze r , "The Problems of an African Mission", n 95 , p 421.

"Minut es o f a Meeting", Ilanga Lase Na t a l , 21 August 1903 .
See above pp 109 - 110 .

Sw i t ze r , "Th e Problems o f an African Mission" , p 450 .

Marks , Rel uc tan t Rebe l l i on , p xvii.
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members of i nde pe nde nt c hurc he s . 39 The ZCC enjoyed a subs tantia l

i nc rease i n membe rs hi p during this pe r iod , but this appears to

have bee n th e re s u l t o f the general unr est r ather than any Ire

invo lvemen t i n the, " r. ebe ll.ion". 40 Ma r.ks -could ind " no refe-
4 1

r e nc e s to the. " . . ZCe.. asac..ti.v.ely. taking, pa £i hting" .--The Ame r i c a n j mi s si.ona.r.i.e.s., who w.ere inclined t.o. the worst

of Sh i be., d.i smi.s.s.ed "" e.dible " the had
42jo ined the "rebels" .

The f erm ent in Na t a l over the

to the disturbances reflected 'sts'

i nde.: d.-en.:::.t;...;£.!WJ.~~IDQ,~.m.iiw.l g..,IS"'"By 1900 "Ethiop iani srn"

had become a widespread ~henomenOD~~.~,~~a~A~~~~~.a~~~~---
could no~ esca the. a ~e~ ments and colonists. I n

.t he pre-Union era, the South African colonies adopted widely

d ivergent attitudes on matte r..s c..anc..e.r..n.in these

di ffer enc es were to emer ge ~ reactions to

--t he independent church movement . The Cape Governmen t , which had

- gener a l l y inclined to a more "liberal" treatment of Africans ,

ad opted a pol icy of "wait and see" and set up machinery for the

recognit ion of those churches whose leaders could comply with

c ertain educational requirements . 43 In the Transvaal , "the

white response to the emergence of Ethiopianism had taken a
much more overtly eX~itable f or m than it had in the Cape". 44

Independent church leaders, especially those affiliated to the

AME , were re fused en t r y to the colony. By 1907, however, the

Tr ansvaa l government had adopt ed a more moderate attitude towards
the movement and these restrictions were lifted. 45

Natal/ . • •

39. Ib id , P 328 .

40 . Swit zer, "The Problems of an African Mission", pp 399-400.
41 . Ma r ks , Reluctant Rebellion, p 334 .

42 . Switzer, "The Problems of an African Mission" , p 450 .
43 . Sund kl er, Bantu Prophets, pp 65- 67 .
44 . Rich, "Black Pea s an t s " , p 7.

45 . For deta i ls, Ibid , pp 7- 8 .
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Na tal adop ted by fa r the most r epres siv e attitude towards

t he i nde pe nde nt c hu rc hes . Sundkler mai nt a i ns that "all acti

vi tie s amo ng "na tives i n Na t a l and Zu l u la nd were viewed by the
" ( " h ) . " . " 46Eu ro peans of that co l ony WIt ... Int ense SUspIcIon.

Tllis a t ti t ude s temmed f r om the colonists' position as a small

whi te popul at i on liv i ng in the midst of a much larger African

popul at i on. The Na ta l colonists wer e i n constant fear of a

"nati ve upri s inc". Br ooke s and Webb describe this fear as

" strong, enduri ng , and at times pathological". 47 The colo

ni a l r espons e to i ndepende nt churches repr esented the culmi

nat ion o f these fe ars . "Ethiopianism" was viewed as an attempt

on the part of Afri c ans to achieve not only religious, but po

l it i cal f re ed om. As such, it was "an unmitigated evil, to be

exti rpa ted a t a l l costs". 48

The Na t a l gov ernment proceeded to introduce a number of

r egulat ions aimed at restricting the movement. In 1902 the

Na t al Na t i ve Tr us t laid down that "no new churches were to be

bu ilt and no evange l i s t s allowed to reside on a reserve unless

the station wer e placed under the personal charge of a resident

white male missionary". 49 The following year the government

approved a "marriage law", which stated that

No minister shall solemnize any marriage between natives
according to Christian rites unless he shall have been
l icens ed f or that purpose by the Governor ... The granting
or re fusal of a license and the period during which it
shall rema in i n force shall be in the sole and absolute
d iscr etion of the Governor ... Any person, not being a
Minister l icensed under this Act, who shall solemnize any
marriage of natives by Chrigtian rites ... shall be liable
to a fi ne or i mpr i sonment . 0

Gubbens,/ ...

46 .

47 .

48 .

49 .
50 .

Sundkler, Bantu Prophets,p 68.

Br ookes and Webb, A History of Natal, p 114.

Wel sh, The Roots of Segregation, p 254.
I bi d, P 25 5 .

Quoted i n Swit zer, "The Problems of an Af r i M" ·P 436 . r i c an as s ronv ,
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Gubhens , the ac ti ng Pr ime Mi n is te r of Na ta l , st at ed i n 1907

t hat the object of th e s e meas ure s was to
st re ng t he n th e hand s o f th e Euro pea n miss ionary in his

e ndeavo u rs to gu id e, d irect and co n t r ol th e religious, edu 
ca tio na l a m) moral l i fe o f the native; to c he c k the deve
lopme n t a nd s pre ad o f separatist tendenc ies, and to maintain
the asce nda ncy a nd supremacy ov er th e native which it is
the hounden du ty of the gov ernment to carry out in the in
te rests of the Eur ope an ~,ce and the ultimate wel fare of
t he nati ve s th ems elves.

The r e gul at i on s d id succeed in und erm ining the influence of

the i nde pe nde nt c hurc he s to a certain extent. None of their

l eader s we re gran ted ma r r i a ge licenses and members were obliged

t o bear the co s ts of c i v i l c e r emoni e s . 52 The 1902 Act was

str i ctly e nfo rced : by 1906 six churches had been closed down

by the gove r nment because they were not under the control of a

} . . , 53wll te mIs s Ionary.

Apa r t f r om Shi be a nd other zee ministers being refused marriage

l icense s , no evide nce exists to show the extent to which these

mea sures a f f ected the church. At the behest of the AZM, which

a t th is time was striv ing to undermine the influence of the zee

on its r es erves, government officials conducted a number of in

vestigations i nt o the activities of the church. 54 "The govern

ment was, however, unable to prove anything against Shibe or any

other African connec t ed with the church. 55

The Natal/ .•.

51. I na nda (unc l a s s i f i ed AZM collection), e.O'Grady Gubbens to
his exce ll e nc y the Governor, 3 May 1907.

52. I n 1904 Shi be and another zee minister applied for licenses
and were r e fused. See Inanda (unclassified AZM collection),
Report o f S.O. Samuelson, 21 March 1907.

53 . Ma r ks , Re luctant Rebellion, p 78.

54 . See , f o r examp l e , SNA 1/1/333, 63/ 1906; SNA 1/1/387,
374 5/1 907.

S5 . Ibid .
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'[ he Natal governmen t did demons t ra te i t s disapproval of the

zce by launchi ng a n at tac k , in the period 1902 to 1907, on its

pa re n t body , the AZM . To some exte nt missionary soci eties in
Na ta l we re a lso ob jec ts of that susp i c ion with which colonists

r egarded t he i nde pe nde nt c hurc h move me nt . Most colonists had

d i st ru st ed the mi s s i onar ie s a nd vi ewed educa ted Africans with
fear a nd contempt. 56 "Ethiopianism" wa s seen as the logi cal

out co me of the mi ssiona rie s ' attempts to ra ise "the native"

a bove his stat i on in l i fe. 57 As the " father" of two inde-
58 .

pendent c hurc he s the AZM came under a great deal of suspi-
cion and the regulat ions of 1902 and 1903 were to be applied

to i t s wor k a s muc h as to any independent church. Of the six

churche s destroyed by 1906, two belonged to the Mission. Inde

pendent church l eaders were not the only Africans to be refused
marriage license s: all the ordained pastors in the service of

t he AZM were denied this privilege. 59

The subs equent controversy between the AZM and the government

and the government's attempts to implicate the Mission in the

1906-1 908 d isturbances have been well-documented, 60 and require

only a summary. The colonists' attack centred around the AZM's
poli cy of granting sel f-government to its African churches.

Nume r ous a t t emp t s were made to prove that the African Congrega
t ional Chur c h (ACC) 61 was an "Ethiopian" body and was beyond
the cont r ol of the missionaries. 62 During the disturbances the

government/ .•.

56. See above pp 52-54 .
57 . ABM A/ 1/9 , Tayl or , "The Attitude of Government and Colonists

1903.

58 . The ZCC and the Uhlanga Church. The phrase is Samuelson's.

59 . Ma rks , Reluctant Rebellion, p 78; ABM A/5/65 Secretary,
AZM to Sir Henry McCallum, 16 July 1906. '

60. See Swi t zer, "The Problems of an African Mission"· Marks
Re l uctant Reb ellion; Welsh, The Roots of Segregation. '

61. T h~ AC C wa s ·t he name adopted by the churches in 1901. In
thls yea:, the c hur ches were granted a much larger say in
the runn Ing of chur c h affairs.

62 . A7 56 , Bri dgman to Drs E. E. and Sydney Strong, 6 May 1904.



governmcnt alleged t hat the African
63t he " r ebe l l i on" a lmos t t o a man ,

its contention t hat th e miss i on had

139.

members of the ACC had joined

and us ed this as proo f of

lost control over its c hurc he s

As had bcc n the case i n previou s disput es between the AZM

and t he gove r nment thes e d i f fi cult i es wer e ultimately sorted out,

a t the ex pe nse o f the AZM c onver t s . In 1907 the Mission, under

i ns truc ti ons f rom the pr ime minister of Na ta l , drew up a new

c ons ti t uti on fo r it ~ churches. This do cument abrogated every

privi l ege whic h the c onve r t s had gained during the reconciliation

t a lks of 1901. Once aga in, the converts were denied a right to

a voice i n the running of church affairs. All the bodies on which

they s at wer e to hav e purely advisory functions; the missionaries

r eta ined the power of veto over all declsions taken; and any

conve r t who r e fused to ac knowl ed ge missionary authority could be

excommunica ted . 64 The na me "African Congregational Church" was

dropp ed; f rom henc e forth the churches would be known as the

"Congr eg ational Churches of the American Board". 65

The f or ma t i on of the ZCC in 1898 had had practical benefits

not only f or those converts who joined its ranks, but also for

those who had remained within the Mission. The support which

Shibe and his followers had elicited f r om the pastors and the

churches had forced the missionaries to make certain concessions.
At the reconcil iation talks the churches had been granted a

l a rge measur e of sel f-government. Six years later, as a result

of the ag itation in Na t a l over the activities of the zce and

ot he r independ ent c hurc he s , the missionaries withdrew this right.

I t may be argu ed that the f or ma t i on of the zee therefore had a
r etrogressive e f fect on the development of the AZM churches. On

the other/ ...

63 .

64 .

65 .

For de tai ls , s ee Switzer, "The Problems of an African
Mi ssion " , pp 443 - 454 .

S~e ABM A/4/54 , "Principles and Usages Guiding the Opera
t Io ns of t he AZM " , 1907; Switzer "The Problems of an
African Mis sio n" , pp 454-457. '

The new name s i gnif i e s a return to a paternal relationship
be twee n missionar ie s and converts.
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t he o t he r hanJ , Sh i bc had demonstrat ed to these churches a way

of pr ot est in g aga in st th e Mission and the government. I n 1917

a number o f co nve r t s were to f ollow this example and break away

( ro m tIl e AZM t o f or m the independent African Congregational
Church. 66

66 . For details , see Sundkler , Bantu Prophets , pp 45 -46 .
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CONCLUSION

The zee emer ge d i n r e spons e to the pol i ci es adopted by the AZ M
. - - - -----a nJ t he Nata l gove r nme nt t owards African Christians living in

-Nat a 1- 1n- t he-s'='e-c-o-n~d:--':h-a-l-=-f-o-:f-t-=-h-e- -n-i n-e teenth centu r y-~- ----:B-y- t"""":h-e- -:-' -=-S90 ' s

r e l ';t-ions be t ween the Amer i can missionaries and the A f r i can con

ver ts o f the AZM had r eached breaking point over the issues of
t r ad it i onal pra c t ices and the granting of self-govern-

ment t o the African c hurche s . The Mission's refusal to
--:-----.

or da i n an Afr ican pastorate,_eve~ though the creation of an in-
- -

-J i genous mi ni s t r y was official American Board policy, was a

cr ucIal fac t or i n the formation of the ZCC. The church emerged- _.
a t Ta ble Mount a i n because it was at this station that the mis-

s io na rie s ' d i s r e gard f or the converts' right to a say in the

runn ing of c hurc h affai r s became most apparent. Throughout the

n inete enth century the Table Mountain church had experienced

neglect at the hands of the AZM and what missionary work was con

ducted in this area was achieved largely as a result of the

e f f or t s of 't he Afr ican convert s themselves. In the 1880' s the

work was placed on a more secure footing with the appointment of

Simungu Shibe as preacher-in-charge of Table Mountain. Shibe
•

proved an able preacher and the converts were keen to have him

ordained ov er the church. The Mission, however, wanted to main

ta in white control in t he area and decided, without consulting

Shi be or his congr egation, to hand the station over to the NCU.

The ZCC did not eme r ge only in "reaction to mission", however.

It a l s o se rved as a platform from which African Christians could

ex press their grievances against the Natal government. In par

t i cul ar, the church represented a protest against the govern

me n t 's l and policies and its attempts, in the second half of the

ninet eenth ce nt ur y , to open the mission reserve lands to white

s e ttleme nt . Since political protest was impossible, the converts

op ted f or r e l i gion a s a means of expressing their dissatisfaction
wi th gove r nme nt pol ic i es.



14 2.

'[ he zee may thus be de scribed as r epresenting a reaction to

t he pol i ci e s of bot h th e AZ M and the Na t a l government. It is

imposs ib le , however, to maintain a rigid distinction between

t he se t"WO age nc ie~ .ATth~h they disagreed with the Natal

co lo ni s ts on ma ny i ssue s the American mIssionaries were--very

muc h a part of co l oni a l so ciet y~n~ _ ~he attitude s they adop ted

t oward s th e Af r ic a n c onve r t s reflected the prejudices of that

soci ety . The AZM and th e Natal government were not separate

entities, but f acet~ of a single phenomenon: that of colonia 

lism in Natal. In this sense , the zee may be described as

r epresent ing a r eaction to colonialism .

The r e has been a t endency to regard the African independent

c hur c h mov ement as inherently conservative and as subscribing

to ve ry d if f erent goals f r om those of later African political

organizations. Thi s is possibly the result of an overemphasis

on the r eligious dimensions of independency and a failure to ex

plore more fully the extent to which religious separatism re 

f l e c te d the po litical aspirations of Africans living under colo

ni al rule . While the objectives of the zee may have been some 

what limited , they were basically the sa~e as those adopted by

subsequent African political organizations in South Africa . Shibe

and his followers looked forward to the day when Africans woul~

' par t i c i pa te ,- on an equal - f oot i ngwr t n wfii tes-, -i~decisions

-a f f ect i ng their welfare . In these terms, the church may be re 
i~fr-d e-d- -a s" fo rJl!in-g_p-a~t- o f --the continuum of African protest

against polit ical inequality in South Africa.--- - ---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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