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Abstract

The socio-economic and political crisis in Zimbabwe is breeding poverty which forces
children to drop out of school and find a way to survive. Children in Zimbabwe no longer
work for extra income to spend with peers or to pay for school fees, but they work for
their survival. Therefore this is a study on child labour. Zimbabwe is signatory to the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child however, all these laws are not
helping to mitigate against child labour. Despite the existence of child labour in
Zimbabwe there has been little theological response. The current theological debates
have overlooked the suffering of children through child labour. This argument refers to
both academic and church theology. The basic theological argument in this study is that
in order to protect children from child labour there is need to construct a liberative
theology of children which focuses on; dignity, identity, love, justice and freedom.
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Chapter One
Introducing the Study

1.1 Background to the study

“Suffer the little children™is a phrase that is in many people’s minds when thinking about
the current socio-economic and political situation of Zimbabwe. Zimbabwe has a
population of more than 13.3 million people with children from 0-14% years of age
forming 37.2 % of the population.® The minimum age that at which a child may seek
work is fifteen years in Zimbabwe.* Zimbabwe is currently experiencing socio-economic
and political instability. While the practice of child labour exists in the Zimbabwean
history the current situation in the country has seen a considerable increase in this

phenomenon.

Child labour has given rise to concern and controversy throughout the world.> Many
people justify employing children as a way of providing income for poor children and
their families, or as a way of providing them with a decent life and shelter.® Michael
Bourdillon says in the Zimbabwean context employing children “is sometimes a route to
providing poor children with a means of livelihood. Some children use their labour to
fund the expenses necessary to complete their schooling”.” For example, some children

are forced to seek for work so as to put food on their family tables or to pay for their

! “Suffer the little children” is a biblical phrase on the Synoptic Gospels Matthew 19:14; Mark 10:14 and
Luke 18:16.

% The Zimbabwe demography office shows 14 years as the maximum age of a child not allowed to seek for
employment.

® http://www.zimstat.co.zw/index.html accessed on 10 April 2008. See also Zimbabwe selected statistics
<www.dol.gov/ilab/reports/pdf accessed on 17 April 2008.

* U.S. Department of State, "Zimbabwe," in Country Reports on Human Rights Practices- 20086,
Washington, DC, March 6, 2007, Section 6d < http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2006/78765.htm.
accessed 18 April 2008, see also Embassy-Harare March 2007, Investigation and Prosecution of
Traffickers Paragraph C, See also ILO Committee of Experts, Direct Request, Minimum Age Convention,
1973 (N0.138) Zimbabwe (ratification:2000). <http://webfusion.ilo.org/public/db/standards/normes/appl/
accessed 18 April 2008.

> http://webfusion.ilo.org/public/db/standards/normes/appl/ accessed 18 April 2008.

¢ Bourdillon, M. Child Domestic Workers in Zimbabwe. (Harare: Weaver Press, 2006), p xi.

" Bourdillon, M. Child Domestic Workers in Zimbabwe. (Harare: Weaver Press, 2006), p xi.

1
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siblings’ school fees. However, the conditions under which children work in some areas
of their employment or at home do not conform to the rights of children as outlined in the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).® In addition, children
in Zimbabwe are oppressed by what Joyce Mercer terms the “violence of poverty” and
they are caught in the interlocking oppressions of gender and class exploitation.” Many
employers prefer to employ a child rather than an adult because they are less likely to
complain about working conditions or wages. Children in Zimbabwe are employed in
both formal and informal sectors such as agriculture, domestic work, vending, mining
and quarrying, manufacturing, construction and other types of work such as guarding cars

and prostitution.® This study focused on child labour in agriculture and domestic work.

Children are vulnerable to exploitation because in most cases they do not have a voice in
their families, communities and society. As a result, Loewenson* observes that “while
the victim is always the child, the oppressor is not only the employer.” Douglas Sturm®*
observes that “in part children are victimized by their own immediate caretakers” such as
parents and communities that oppress children through different forms of work. Family
work is not always exploitative but it becomes exploitative when it interferes with the
child’s physical and psychological development.™® As a result, Mercer says children are
exploited as forms of cheap labour and treated as objects for all kinds of gratification of
adult desires.** At home and at work children are sometimes expected to do work which

is beyond their capabilities.

& Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by
General Assembly resolution 44/25 of 20, November 1989.
<http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/k2crc.htm accessed 19 April 2008.

® Mercer, Joyce. Ann. Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood. (Missouri: Chalice Press,
2005), p ix.

10 Zimbabwe Central Statistics Office, Child Labour Report, 2006, Harare, ( March 2007)

1 oewenson, Rene “ Child Labour in Zimbabwe and the Rights of the Child” in Journal of Social
Development in Africa 6,1 (1991) pp, 19-31. p 25.

12 Sturm, Douglas. “On the Suffering and Rights of Children: Toward a Theology of Childhood Liberation”
in Cross Currents,. 42 (2) (1992), p 150.

3 Fyfe, Alec. Child Labour. (USA: Polity Press, 1989), p 14.

1 Mercer, Welcoming Children . p ix.
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Vending is one kind of work and a survival strategy for Zimbabweans; this is due to the
unemployment rate which is above 95%.%° Street vending is one of the few readily
accessible avenues of employment open to children and women who need to earn a
living. Some families use children as young as five years in their businesses, such as
selling vegetables, cooked foods, sweets, fruits and handcraft.’® Some of these children
begin working as early as 6 am when markets open to 7 pm when markets close. Along
main roads mainly linking cities children can be seen selling fruits, cooked food and
vegetables sometimes until midnight. This is mainly visible on the Bulawayo-Beit-
Bridge-Johannesburg road where many children can be seen waiting for cars, buses and
trucks in order to sell their commodities during the day and at night. These children are

exposed to possibilities of sexual abuse, drugs, robbery and murder.

Also, girls in Zimbabwe are increasingly being exploited through sex work and drug
trafficking in order to pay for school fees.!” Within Zimbabwe, “girls are trafficked from
rural to urban areas for commercial sexual exploitation in brothels under false pretences
of marriage or employment.”*® Due to economic hardships in Zimbabwe young girls are
also trafficked to neighboring countries such as South Africa and Botswana for
commercial sexual exploitation under false pretences of employment.*® This is exposing
young children to the risk of HIV infection. The oppression of children has always been
linked to that of women. Thus, for instance Beverly Carolilease Grier?® argues that child
labour and women labour were closely linked in the pre-colonial and colonial African

economy. This is because domestic work and farm work is gendered.

15 Zimbabwe, <http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/inter-natlinks/refs3.htm, see also Reserve Bank of
Zimbabwe, Monthly Bulletin accessed 14 February 2009; see also Zimbabwe News Online, Zimbabwe
News 14 February 2009 < http://www.greatindaba.com/default.asp accessed 14 February 2009.

18| oewenson, R, “Child labour in Zimbabwe and the Rights of the Child,” p 24.

7U.S. Department of State, "Country Reports- 2006: Zimbabwe," Section 6d.

18 Zimbabwe Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor.
<http://www.dol.gov/ilab/media/reports/tda/tda2006/Zimbabwe.pdf accessed 17 April 2008

19 Zimbabwe Selected Statistics and Indicators on Child Labor
<http://www.dol.gov/ilab/media/reports/tda/tda2006/Zimbabwe.pdf accessed 17 April 2008

% Grier, Beverly Carolease. Invisible Hands: Child Labour and the State in Colonial Zimbabwe.
(Portsmouth: Heinemann., 2006), p 12.
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Children employed in agriculture can sometimes be employed in large scale farm
sectors, for the reason that “farms employ seasonal and casual workers.”?! Rene
Loewenson?® explains that children on these farms range from 5-15 years of age, and at
some point these children work for long hours under very dangerous conditions despite
their age. There is also job insecurity with little effective protection from pesticides and
risk of child molestation. Children also help on family farms. Bourdillon® says that on
family farms, agricultural work can be heavy for children, especially during peak
seasons, and can interfere with school attendance and school work. He goes on to argue
that agricultural work, even within families, can involve contact with pesticides and other
chemicals particularly dangerous to children, as well as work with dangerous implements

or insufficient protective clothing. Also farm work interferes with children’s play time.

Domestic work for children starts as a form of socialization in Zimbabwe. Bourdillon*
describes domestic work as a form of playful imitation for children; the author however,
explains that such work facilitates children to grow in competence and confidence.
Domestic work is gendered. Household work such as caring for younger children,
cleaning, cooking and fetching water is mainly done by girls. In some instances where
there is an absence of girls, boys will also take part in household work. Paid domestic
work is also gendered. Girls are mainly employed in household work “to relieve wealthy
children of household chores freeing them for leisure and school.?®> Boys in domestic

work are involved in farming and cattle herding, particularly in rural areas.

The term “child labour” is widely challenged by scholars, and it has acquired many
different meanings. While there is no universal definition of child labour, the

International Labour Organisation (ILO)*® defines child labour as “work done by

2! McCartney, Irene. Children in Our Midst: Voices of farm workers’ Children. (Harare: Weaver Press,
2000), p 75.

22 Loewenson, R “Child Labour in Zimbabwe”, p 21.

2Bourdillon Michael.F.C “Child Labor” in Hugh Hindmand (ed.) World Atlas: A Reference Encyclopedia
(New York: ME Sharpe "forthcoming"), p 5.

# Bourdillon, M “Child Labor” p 3.

2 Bourdillon, M “Child Labor” p 4.

% |LO uses the term child labour in different ways, sometimes the organisation uses the term to mean any
economic activity under the age for light work. Sometime it uses “harmful work” and “child labour” at the
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children under fifteen. Exception is made for work done by children with their parents at
home in so far as aid in the latter's work is concerned and the child is not deprived of the
possibility of going to school.”®’ Most definitions by international organizations, non-
governmental organizations, trade unions and other interested groups such as sociologists
and psychologists suggests that child labour consists of hazardous work that is injurious

to the child’s physical, mental, social or moral well-being.?®

Child labour has brought up a heated debate about its existence in Africa. Some scholars,
such as Michael Bourdillon, suggest that black people in Southern Africa argue that “the
concern about child labour is an imposition by people who do not understand the cultures
and economic situations of families in Africa.”?® Instead of the term “child labour” black
Africans prefer the term “child work.”*® This has raised concerns of whether to use the
term ‘“child harmful work” when referring to child labour in Africa or simply “child

work.”

Child work on the other hand, as defined by sociologists, international organisations such
as International Labour Organisation and United Nations Children’s Education Fund, is
work that is not exploitative and can accommodate education.®* Irene Byrne explains that
child work “plays a positive role in a child’s development if consistent with the child’s

evolving mental and physical capabilities”.** For this reason child work can be part of a

same time. Child labour’s discussion is found in Convention 138, Convention 182 and the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

%" International Labour Organisation/ United Nations Children’s Fund. Strategies for Eliminating Child
labour: Prevention, removal and rehabilitation-synthesis document Geneva. 1997. See also The
International Labour Organisation’s definition of child labour <http://nird.ap.nic.in/clic/rrdl110.html
accessed 17 April 2008.

2 Fyfe, A. Child Labour, p, 15, see also International Labour Organization, “Convention 182: Worst Forms
of Child Labour, 1999.” Article 4;

Available from: http://ilolex.ilo.ch:1567/english/convdisp2.htm accessed 17 April 2008.

29 Bourdillon, M. “Child Labour” in Southern Africa, (Unpublished paper).

% Trade Unions and Child Labour
<http://www.ilo.org/public/english/dialogue/actrav/genact/child/part2_a/tour 2.htm accessed 17 April
2008.

¥ Trade Unions and Child Labour, see also Fyfe A, Child Labour, see also Muzvidziwa, V. N, Child
Labour OR Child Work? Whither Policy Research Review NS 22.1 2006.
<http://search.sabinet.co.za/images/ejour/inafstud/inafstud_v22 nl a5.pdf accessed 18 April 2008.

%2 Byrne, I. The Human Rights of Street And Working Children: A Practical Manual for Advocates.
(London: Intermediate Technology Publications . 1998), p 15.
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child’s socialisation.*® In addition Alec Fyfe states that child work does not directly
respond to economic forces but it reveals social and cultural patterns, including power
relationships between adults and children.** Child work in Africa is understood from
within a cultural setting where children work to grow in competence and confidence.®
The difficulty is working out what is acceptable and what is harmful to children.
Culturally accepted work may turn out to be harmful for children and illegal employment
may turnout to be beneficial for children’s wellbeing and wholeness. The debate on child
labour and child work in Africa is discussed in detail in the study. The term “child
labour’ is used in this study to refer to any kind of work that is harmful and interferes
with a child’s physical, mental, social or moral well-being by overlooking the child’s

right to rest, play and education.

A further concern of this study is the fact that child labour is overlooked by theologians
as well as the church throughout the world. The silence by Christian ethicists and
scholars on child labour perpetuates this status quo. The study argues that there is a need
to embrace children holistically within the Christian faith. The silence by Christian

scholars on issues that force children to seek employment is tantamount to sinfulness.

Thus, this study examined the following key research question: What are the theological
implications of child labour in Zimbabwe? In order to answer this question the following
sub questions were addressed:
1. What is the church’s understanding on children?
2. What are the implications of child labour in Zimbabwe for the Church?
3. What reflection is necessary in order to make a theological response to the
situation?
The three key objectives of the study were:

1. To analyze the social teaching of the church on child labour.

¥ Muzvidziwa, V. N, Child Labour OR Child Work?, see also Cullen, H. “The right of Child workers to
protection from Environmental Hazards™ in Fijalkwski, A and Fitzmaurice, M (eds) The Right of the Child
to a Clean Environment. (USA: Ashgate. 2000), p 37.

¥ Fyfe A, Child Labour, p 5.

% Bourdilon “Child Labor,” p3.



2. To contribute towards a contextual liberative theology on children for the
church and academy.
3. To understand theological aspects important to children and their wellbeing
In order to achieve the set of goals | adopted a non-empirical approach to the study which

I now go on to explain fully in the next sub-section.

1.2 Research Design

| adopted a non-empirical approach to the study using existing data. A non-empirical
study involves philosophical analysis, conceptual analysis, theory building and literature
review. The study used written material that is significant and relevant to the research
question. Accordingly, data collection for this study focused on a literature review to
address child labour from a sociological and theological perspective. The focus of the
study was on children between five and fifteen years in domestic work and large scale

farming.

The hypothesis of the study was that there is child labour in Zimbabwe, even though it
has not been explicitly recognized, which has increased in recent years due to the socio-
economic and political instability. Furthermore, there has been an inadequate theological
response to this issue resulting in a lack of action within the faith community, thus

perpetuating children’s suffering.

1.3 Outline of Study

Chapter two examines how childhood is understood by different cultures. The chapter
also engages in a debate of the terms ‘child labour’ and ‘child work’ in Africa. It also
suggests when children’s work becomes harmful and becomes child labour. The chapter
provides a general overview of child labour in Zimbabwe by analysing the underlying
causes and forms of child labour. In order to understand the significance of children in
Zimbabwe chapter three analyses the legislation on children in Zimbabwe. The chapter

does this by examining laws according to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of



the Child, and the legislation of children in Zimbabwe. With regard to the Zimbabwean
legislation on children the chapter analyses the Labour Act [Chapter 28: 01] as amended
on the 30" of December, 2005 and the Statutory Instrument 72 of 1997 (Employment of
Children and Young Persons) Regulations, 1997. To answer the key research question of
the study and to analyze the social teaching of the church on child labour, chapter four
analyses children in the history of the church. The chapter does this by analysing the
Patristic period and the Reformation period. In the Reformation period Martin Luther and
John Calvin’s theologies on children are examined. Also the current state of theological
reflection on children is analysed. In this analysis focus is on theologians and the
church’s reflections. To contribute towards a liberative theology of children for the
church and academy chapter five constructs a liberative theology of children. In order to
do this the chapter analyses the concepts of identity, dignity, love, justice, and freedom as
key themes in the framework of a liberative theology of children and as crucial when
dealing with children’s liberation. Chapter six are the key findings of the study, summary

of the study and the challenges to the church.



Chapter Two

Child labour in the Zimbabwean context
2.1 Introduction

Chapter one discussed the background, research question and objectives of the study. The
key research question of the studies: What are the theological implications of child labour
in Zimbabwe? In order to address this question of child labour, there is a need to discuss
different views of childhood. This chapter will discuss different views of childhood from
a western and African perspective, particularly the Zimbabwean context. The use of the
terms ‘child labour’ and ‘child work’ will also be critically analysed. Furthermore, the
chapter will provide a general overview of children’s current situation in Zimbabwe by

analysing the underlying causes and forms of child labour in Zimbabwe.
2.2 Different views of childhood

Understandings of childhood vary between different countries and cultures. Loretta
Bass™® says that it also differs between rural and urban areas, between social classes and
sometimes in ethnicity. The western view also varies from country to country and culture
to culture. However, some of the understandings of childhood are in line with Article 1 of
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) which identifies a
child as a person younger than 18 years of age.*” Bass argues that historical research has
established a link in western European societies between the emergence of childhood and

child development as a distinct protected stage of life reserved for learning and play.*®

% Bass, Loretta Elizabeth, Child labor in Sub-Saharan Africa. (New York: Lynne Reinner Publishers.
2004), p 73.

37 http://www.childrensrights.ie/convention.php#05 accessed 17 April 2008. Article 1 of the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child defines the holder of rights under the CRC as ‘every human
being below the age of 18 years unless under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier.’
The Convention clearly specifies the upper age limit for childhood as 18 years, but recognises that majority
may be obtained at an earlier age under laws applicable to the child. The article, thus, accommodates the
concept of an advancement of majority at an earlier age, either according to the federal or State laws of a
country, or personal laws within that country. However, the upper limit on childhood is specified as an age
of ‘childhood’ rather than ‘majority’, recognising that in most legal systems, a child can acquire full legal
capacity with regard to various matters at different ages. http://wcd.nic.in/crcpdf/CRC-2.PDF accessed 21
of June 2008.

% Bass , Child labor in Sub-Saharan Africa, p 73.
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This notion, which is in line with the UNCRC, is imposed in other societies, especially

African societies, as ‘normal’. Afua Twum-Danso® argues that it is the western notions

of childhood and child development underlying the Convention that led to proposals for
an African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, which was to address the
socio-cultural circumstances specific to the region, such as the importance of children
having duties. As a result Jane Cowan et al says that the use of the western notion to
describe children misinterprets other cultural depictions of children thereby demonizing
them.”” This is because there is a lack of a deeper analysis as to why different societies

characterize children the way they do.

Childhood varies from culture to culture and context to context. Chris Jenks says that
childhood should be understood as a social construction, because it always relates to a
particular cultural setting and its status is constituted in particular socially located forms
of discourse.** In agreement Michael Bourdillon argues that “unless we look at children
within their context, we are liable to make mistakes.”** The UNCRC definition of
childhood seems to define children from a certain cultural context ignoring the fact that
the concept of childhood differs from one cultural context to the next. By defining
childhood from only one context we leave little room for reality. This is because in some
African countries particularly Zimbabwe, some children get married at sixteen, and by
that they are recognised as adults because they have become parents.

In Ndebele culture in Zimbabwe when someone has a child that person becomes an adult;
hence they say usemdala in other words ubudala means one has created life taken from
God the creator known as umdali. On the other hand, in traditional Ndebele culture a
person remains a child for as long as he or she remains in his or her parents’ house

without a child or not married. Thus Afua Twum-Danso*® says marriage and the

establishment of a new residence are traditionally two prime indications of adulthood.

% Twum-Danso Afua “A Cultural Bridge, Not an Imposition: Legitimizing Children’s Rights in the Eyes of
Local Communities” Journal of the History of Childhood and Youth 1 (3) (2008), p 399.

%0 Cowan, Jane K, Dembour, Marie-Benedict and Wilson, Richard, Culture and Rights: Anthropological
Perspectiv, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001), p 84.

#! Jenks, Chris. Childhood. (New York: Routledge, 1996), p 29.

“2 Bourdillon, Michael. “Introduction” in Bourdillon Michael (ed) Earning a Life: Working Children in
Zimbabwe. (Harare: Weaver Press, 2000), p 9.

43 Twum-Danso “A Cultural Bridge, p 401.
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Also a person remains a child for as long as his or her parents or older relatives are alive.
Thus, Patrick Kudakwashe, a 13 year old quoted in McCartney, says “a child is someone
who has been born. It does not matter whether that person is older or younger...even
someone who walks with a stick has a father, so he or she will be a child.”** Also,
Bourdillon says “even adults who are parents may be treated by elders as too young to
take part in serious decisions affecting the extended family or community.”* In addition,
Bourdillon argues that in many African societies a girl becomes a woman when she
reaches puberty and a boy becomes a man when he goes through an initiation rite.“® It is a
dilemma to describe the concept of childhood in a contemporary African world,
particularly Zimbabwe, since some girls now reach their puberty as early as ten years of
age. Consequently, it is difficult or impossible to describe a child without making

reference to the cultural value systems.

Culturally, in Zimbabwe childhood often ends well before the age of eighteen, no matter
what the laws say. Also the Statutory Instrument (S.I) 72 of 1997 has put children into
two categories; these are the child defined as any person under the age of sixteen years
and a young person defined as any person who has attained the age of sixteen but has not
attained the age of eighteen.*’ It is important to categorize children according to age
since younger children are more vulnerable to child labour than older children. Older
children may be capable of absconding from child abuse through child labour than

younger children.

However, using age to describe children may be problematic, because some children
mature faster than normal for their age. The UNCRC definition to which most countries,
including Zimbabwe, are signatory has some limitations because it puts all children in
one group ignoring the reality that a sixteen-year-old has different capabilities from that
of a six-year-old. Thus, Rachel Nizan, quoted in Christien van den Anker argues that
putting together different age groups is a problem because a five-year-old is different

* McCartney, Irene. Children in our Midst: Voices of Farm Workers’ Children. (Harare: Weaver Press.
2000), p 3.

* Bourdillon, M. “Introduction,” p 19.

6 Bourdillon, M. “Introduction,” p 19.

*" Statutory Instrument 72 of 1997, Labour Relations (Employment of Children and Young Persons)
Regulations, (Zimbabwe, 1997) , p 279.
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from a fifteen-year-old.”® Putting children in one group is also a problem because some
young children may be more competent in their decisions than other older children.*
Additionally, Nizan says “chronological age alone is not sufficient to define the concept
of childhood”.®® As a result of Nizan’s argument other factors in a child, such as

competence, rationality and maturity, should be considered in the definition of a child.

Children develop from one stage to another and developmental stages also vary from one
context to another. Developmental stages of children from a Zimbabwean rural
community may be different from developmental stages of children from a Zimbabwean
urban community. Issues of class, ethnicity, race and social location play significant roles
on the development of children. Thus Jo Boyden, Birgitta Ling and William Myers

explain that;

There are many different kinds of childhood in the world today;

children in different places face very different challenges, and are

raised in very different ways and with very different expectations

and outcomes. Different societies have their own ideas about

children’s capacities and vulnerabilities, the ways in which they

learn and develop and what is good for them and what is bad.™
Children from urban areas sometimes find it hard to cope with the work and children’s
life in a rural area; this is because there are fewer house chores in an urban area than a
rural area in Zimbabwe. Likewise a child from a rich family’s household may find it hard
to cope in a poor family’s household. Thus childhood perceptions differ between the rich

and the poor, the urban and rural families.

Given the discussion above about childhood, there is still a debate about whether work
that is done by children is child labour or child work. The following section engages with
the debate by defining child labour and child work.

2.3 Defining the Concepts: Child Labour and Child Work

*8 Nizan, R. “Child labour in Latin America: Issues and Policies in Hondurus” in Christien van den Anker
(ed) The Political Economy of New Slavery. (Palgrave: Macmillan, 2004), p 139.

49 Nizan, R. “Child labour in Latin America: Issues and Policies in Hondurus,” p 139.

% Nizan, R. “Child labour in Latin America: Issues and Policies in Hondurus,” p 139.

%! Boyden, Jo, Ling, Birgitta and Myers, Williams. What Works for Working Children (UNICEF: Radda
Barnen, 2000), p 18.
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Historically, children have been helping in subsistence economies and domestic work and
this was not referred to as child labour but was a form of socialisation. Child labour was
explicitly recognised in Europe during the industrial revolution in the late 1700s and
1800s when power-driven machines replaced hand labour for making most manufactured
items.>? The owners of factories found a new source of labour to run their machines and
this source was children because these machines did not require adult strength so children
could be hired more cheaply than adults.>® In 1788 more than 60% of workers in textile
mills of England and Scotland were children.®* Many children who worked in these
factories began working before the age of seven.>® Therefore Britain was the first to pass
laws regulating child labour from 1802, followed by United States, and by 1899 a total of

28 states had passed laws regulating child labour.*

While there is no universal definition of child labour, the International Labour
Organisation (ILO)*" defines child labour as “work done by children under fifteen.
Exception is made for work done by children with their parents at home in so far as aid in
the latter’s work is concerned and the child is not deprived of the possibility of going to
school.”® Most definitions by international organizations, non-governmental
organizations, trade unions and other interested groups on child labour consist of
hazardous work that is injurious to the child’s physical, mental, social or moral well-
being.”® The draft “Child Labour Programme of Action (CLPA) for 2008-2012" defines

child labour as “work that is exploitative, hazardous or inappropriate to the age of the

%2 Bourdillon, M. “Introduction,” p 5. see also, Defining Child labour and Child work
<http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=5428 accessed 18 April 2008.

53 <http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=5428 Defining Child labour and Child work.

> History of Child Labour <http://www.buzzle.com/articles/history-of-child-labor.html accessed 18 April
2008.

% <http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=5428 Defining Child labour and Child work.

% <http://content.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=5428 Defining Child labour and Child work.

> 1LO uses the term “child labour” in different ways, sometimes the organisation uses the term to mean any
economic activity under the age for light work. Sometime it uses “harmful work” and “child labour” at the
same time. Child labour’s discussion is found in Convention 138, Convention 182 and the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

% International Labour Organisation/ United Nations Children’s Fund. Strategies for Eliminating Child
labour: Prevention, removal and rehabilitation-synthesis document Geneva. 1997. See alsoThe
International Labour Organisation’s definition of child labour accessed on 17 April 2008.

% Fyfe, A. Child Labour, pp, 5, see also International Labor Organization, “Convention 182: Worst Forms
of Child Labor, 1999,” Article 4,

<http://ilolex.ilo.ch:1567/english/convdisp2.htm17, accessed 18 April 2008.
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child and which is detrimental to their safety, poses a risk to their health, social, physical,
spiritual or mental development and affects their schooling”® Child labour is identified

as bad and advocates of children are campaigning that it must be abolished.®

Ivy George defines child labour as “employment of children and the extraction of their
productivity for the economic gain of another, with debilitating ramifications on the
psychological and physical development of the child.”® This definition explicitly
explains that in child labour children are used as a means for someone else’s ends. This
differs with work they do in the family because in that kind of work children are ends in
themselves. As a result in parts of Africa child labour is seen to be a foreign
phenomenon. Bourdillon says that black people in Southern Africa resist the idea that
there is child labour in Africa, because for them “the concern about child labour is an
imposition by people who do not understand the cultures and economic situations of
families in Africa. These people consider work essential to bringing up children with a
sense of responsibility.”®® So the existence of child labour is still debated in Africa. This
is because children are prepared to face the future at young ages.

In Zimbabwe as children grow up they engage in light gendered household work. Girls
engage in cooking, fetching fire wood and water and helping their mothers in the field to
weed or sow; boys on the other hand take up the role of looking after domestic animals
like cattle, goats, donkeys and sheep. Boys also take the role of farming, such as using
cows or donkeys to pull the plough. Farm work is seasonal for both boys and girls. This
kind of work cannot be classified under child labour because it is an initiation for the
child for the future. It can be argued that if one classifies family domestic work as child
labour that person does not understand the context of the Zimbabwean children and their

socialisation.

% The Draft “Child Labour Programme of Action (CLPA) for 2008-2012” producede by Department of
Labour. (South Africa, June 2008).

® Bourdillon, “Introduction,” p 9.

62 George, Ivy. Child Labour and Child Work. (New Delhi: Ashish Publishing House, 1990), p 22.

% Bourdillon, Michael. “Child Labour” in Southern Africa. (Publication Pending ).
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Some argue that the reason developed countries accuse the developing countries of child
labour is because they want to boycott African products in the world market.®* Thus the
Minister of Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare, Florence Chitauro, quoted in
Bourdillon, argued that “the international campaign against goods produced by children
in developing countries is a ploy by developed countries to protect international markets

which are essentially regulated and controlled by the latter.”®®

However, there is accepted work for children and there is unacceptable work for children
within families and industries. Unacceptable work for children is work which is
exploitative and hazardous to children’s health and wellbeing hence the term ‘child
labour’. The problem here is not work but the conditions of work. Children need to work
to survive but they must not be exploited because they are forced by a social problem to
seek for that work. Thus, Myers explain that defining child labour is essentially political
since it creates an emotionally charged choice of social values and objectives as well as
choosing the social problem that should be eradicated.®® It is wise to start solving the
cause of the problem than solving the problem itself lest that problem emerges again and
makes a more serious impact than before. Child labour in Zimbabwe is caused by poor
governance which leads to many social and economic challenges. Bad governance is a
problem in itself that needs to be criticised so as to eradicate social and economic
challenges that drive children to exploitative labour.

On the other hand, child work is work that is not exploitative and can accommodate
education. Irene Byrne explains that child work “plays a positive role in a child’s
development if consistent with the child’s evolving mental and physical capabilities.”67
For this reason child work can be part of a child’s socialisation.®® Socialisation plays a
vital role in shaping the child’s mind; it has a bearing on the development of the child’s

self-concept. In other words socialisation transmits the culture of a society from the adult

% Bourdillon, M “Introduction,” p 3.

% Bourdillon, M. “Introduction” p 3.

% Myers, W. E. “Considering Child Labour: Changing Terms, Issues and Actors at International Level” in
Childhood , Vol. 6 (1), p 22.

% Byrne, 1. The Human Rights of Street And Working Children: A Practical Manual for Advocates.
(London: Intermediate Technology Publications . 1998), pp 15.

% Muzvidziwa, V. N. Child Labour OR Child Work? see also Cullen, H. “The right of Child workers to
protection from Environmental Hazards,” p 5.
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to the child. Thus Alec Fyfe states that child work does not directly respond to economic
forces but it reveals social and cultural patterns, including power relationships between
adults and children.®® Thus culturally, children are the ones who relieve their parents of
domestic work. In Zimbabwe, particularly amongst the Ndebele, there is a saying that
bearing of children is a blessing and an increase in human power to assist in domestic
duties, for example when a boy is born, people will say sibusiswe ngobaba wokudinga
inkomo meaning we are blessed by a man to look after our cattle or when a girl is born
they will say sibusiswe ngomama wokusiphekela, lokusikhela amanzi meaning we are
blessed by a woman to cook and fetch water for us. Most forms of child labour are linked
to a social construction. Children work in different sectors for socialization and for cash

or kind.

The International Labour Organisation, quoted in Boyden et al defines work as an
economic activity, meaning that work is any activity that contributes to the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of a country according to criteria established under the
International System of National Accounts (SNA).”® However, child work from
traditional Africa is not understood from an economic perspective but within a cultural
setting where children work to grow in competence and confidence.” The difficulty is
working out what is acceptable and what is harmful to children. George clarifies that
work becomes harmful or labour when the individual’s capacity to produce surplus is
beyond the value of his or her means and is capitalised upon by the employer.”® Harmful
work or labour denies workers opportunities for self direction and control. On the other
hand, culturally accepted work such as fetching water and collecting firewood may turn
out to be harmful to children if they carry heavy tins of water and big loads of firewood
on their heads, while illegal employment may turn out to be beneficial for children’s

wellbeing and wholeness. Bourdillon explains that “in most societies, the most common

" Boyden et al What Works for Working Children, p 20.
™ Bourdillon, M. “Child Labor,” p 3.
"2 George, 1. Child Labour and Child work, p 18.
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and earliest form of work for children is helping with household chores, which starts as a
5973

playful imitation.
Work that is considered as “playful imitation” or considered as part of the child’s
socialisation may be exploitative to a child. Thus, Bourdillon observes that “even work in
the home can involve long hours and can deprive children of education, and particularly

in agriculture, family work can expose children to chemicals and other hazards.”™

13

Children are not only expected to work at home but Bourdillon says “...at school,
children are expected to work at their lessons”.”> During school lessons, children may
have practical lessons such as sewing or cookery for girls, wood work or metal work for
boys. Gardening is mainstreamed in Zimbabwean schools, this practical lesson is for both
girls and boys and a lot of energy is used in this lesson. School lessons socialise children
in their gendered roles and these are useful to train children to engage in domestic work
in their homes. Some practical lessons they do in school, such as sewing, cooking, metal
and wood work, benefits the parents because it saves them time to teach children these
duties. On the other hand, teachers exploit children by asking them to fetch water for

them, clean and cook for them. This is known as a “hidden curriculum” because some

children fail to attend classes, but instead play the teacher’s maid.

As a result, “children’s work becomes [harmful] and unacceptable when it precludes
children from going to school and when it is detrimental to the child’s physical, mental
and moral development™’® Additionally the CLPA explains that children’s work
becomes harmful “when household chores take so long that children regularly miss
school or do not have time for homework™.”” There are some children who do not have
the privilege of attending school due to economic constraints; these children are the ones

who face high risks of child labour.

® Bourdillon, M. “Working Children in Zimbabwe,” p 3.

™ Bourdillon, M. “Introduction,” pp 8 -9.

® Bourdillon, M “Introduction,” p 8.

"® Nizan, R. “Child labour in Latin America: Issues and Policies in Hondurus,” p 143.

" «The National Child Labour Programme of Action for South Africa” Phase 2:2008 to 2012. Draft 4.1.
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The CLPA document and other documents, such as the ILO document measures child
harmful work by school or limited time for homework. It does not consider all children
because it is not all children who are involved in child labour who attend school. Though
these documents also define child harmful work by physical, mental and moral
development, education is the key to their definition. If we define child labour with
reference to education we are likely to overlook other children who do not have a chance
to go to school due to financial constraints. In addition, some children do not attend
school because of religious and cultural beliefs, for example the Johane Masowe sect in
Zimbabwe. Children from this religious sect attend school up to grade three and this
means that according to the Zimbabwean primary school age these children drop out of
school at the age of nine to start business or wait for marriage. Though religion explicitly
contributes to the exploitation of children by denying them access to education, religious
ethicists remain quiet in condemning this practise. Measuring harmful work for such

children is difficult because their society may consider them adults.
Work in itself is beneficial to the child, and for this reason the CLPA draft explains that,

Work in and of itself is not necessarily harmful to children. It could, in

fact, often be beneficial to children in many ways. In addition, when

identifying kinds of work that may be considered beneficial or harmful

for the child’s development it is important to consider the role of

cultural views, which differ from community to community.”®
In some communities work has benefited many children to complete their schooling and
has also benefited working children to help their siblings in completing their schooling.
George explains that work ensures survival and to cease to work is to cease to live” in

this global village, where one’s survival is measured in monetary terms.

Nizan observes that, “...children have a right to work, while work is understood as
valued and a meaningful activity which gives children a status within society’*.%° The
right to work does not justify that they be exploited or that they work under hazardous

conditions which might interfere with their development and health. The social economic

"8 “The National Child Labour Programme of Action for South Africa” Phase 2:2008 t0 2012. Draft 4.1.
" George, 1. Child Labour and Child work, p 16.
8 Nizan, R. “Child labour in Latin America: Issues and Policies in Hondurus” p 142.
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situation in Zimbabwe allows children to work and this has generally shifted child work
from being understood as a socialization and educative function to an economic function.
Nizan argues that the introduction of the need to work for a wage by children was
introduced by globalization in the trade and labour environment where emphasis is on the
need to earn a wage and profit™® The surfacing of the need for a wage in children’s work
in Zimbabwe has introduced harmful work in children’s working environments which is

child labour.
2.4 Child labour in Zimbabwe

The current socio-economic and political situation in Zimbabwe is forcing children to
drop out of school and work for their survival. Working children are better off than those
who are not working and orphaned in Zimbabwe. However, the work they do is
jeopardizing their education and health. Child labour in Zimbabwe takes various forms
and is caused by different circumstances. Some forms of child labour are not easily
visible in Zimbabwe.®? Some children are abused in the name of child socialization by
their relatives. This study uses Anthony Giddens definition of socialization, quoted in
Paul Stephens et al, as he explains that “socialization is whereby the helpless infant
gradually becomes a self- aware, knowledgeable person, skilled in the ways of the culture
into which she or he is born.”® Socialization is an important part in a child’s

development. It builds or lays the foundation of a child’s personality.

However, sometimes the socialization process of children is taken for granted; especially
children who have lost one parent or both parents due to AIDS or any other cause. These
children may be cared for by an extended family who may force them to seek survival
strategies. Thus, Bourdillon says these children can easily be “exploited in situations of

fostering, even when kinship ties are real but not close.”®

In the current socio-economic and political situation of Zimbabwe a child is much better

with a closer relative, such as a grandmother from the mother’s side, than distant aunts

® Nizan, R. “Child labour in Latin America: Issues and Policies in Hondurus,” p 142.
8 Bourdillon, M. “Introduction” p 9.

& Stephens Paul et al Think Sociology. (New York: Nelson Thorns, 1998), p 176.

% Bourdillon, M. “Introduction,” p 9.
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and uncles.®*® Also children are safe with a paternal grandmother though in some
Zimbabwean societies a paternal grandmother is known to favour a daughter’s child
rather than a son’s child. For this reason some children choose to stay on the streets or to
work under very dangerous circumstances because they avoid the abuse that they may
face at home. When children suffer at home, some of these children’s option may be to
seek for work or marriage. Thus Innocent Chingwara, a leader of the Faith Based Council
of Zimbabwe, in the interview with newzimbabwe.com, explains that “deepening poverty
[has] collapsed traditional family “safety nets” and eroded old-aged (sic) African support
mechanisms™®® With the current socio-economic and political situation in Zimbabwe to

find work is the only way for children to survive and support their siblings.

Children who seek for work™ do not mind what kind of work they get as long as their
siblings are surviving. For this reason Bourdillon et al says “many children in Zimbabwe
help to support themselves and their families by working for income.”® In Zimbabwe
children are mainly employed in agriculture, domestic work, vending, mining and
quarrying, manufacturing, construction and other types of work such as guarding cars and
prostitution.®® Children are forced by different factors to end up in the working industry

instead of school.

Poverty is the key factor that forces children to drop out of schools and seek employment.
Poverty is a complex issue to define, partly because it has many dimensions. Therefore it
has to be looked at through a variety of indicators. Some of the indicators are: levels of
income and consumption; social indicators, and indicators of vulnerability to risks; and
the socio-political access.®® Poverty is deprivation from resources, and necessities of life.

It is powerlessness and lack of representation and freedom in society.

8 Africa’s Orphaned and Vulnerable Generations: Children affected by AIDS
www.unicef.org/uniteforchildren accessed 31 August 2008.

8 Child Rape up 42 percent in Zimbabwe-UN www.newzimbabwe.com accessed 5 May 2008

8 Bourdillon, Michael et al. Child Domestic Workers in Zimbabwe. (Harare: Weaver Press, 2006),

p 1.
8 Zimbabwe Central Statistics Office, Child Labour Report, 2006, (Harare, March 2007).
8 http://web.worldbank.org accessed 6 June 2008.
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Hornby, quoted by Mubangizi and Mubangizi defines poverty as “...not being able to get
the necessities of life...”* Mubangizi and Mubangizi state that this is a simplistic
definition of poverty in Africa. Such a definition is too narrow to articulate poverty faced
by families, especially children in Zimbabwe. Poverty in Zimbabwe includes the
deprivation of socio-political, economic and cultural dimensions. According to UNDP as
quoted by Oladipo poverty is defined as “...a lack of productive resources; income and
capacities that contribute to individuals and a group isolation, vulnerability, and
powerlessness to economic, political, and social discrimination, and to participation in
unsustainable livelihoods.”®* This definition brings in the complex dimensions of poverty
in Zimbabwe, where it is likely for a child to be born in poverty, grow up in poverty and

die in poverty.

Children in Zimbabwe are oppressed by what Joyce Mercer terms the “violence of

» 92 and they are clinched in the interlocked oppressions of gender and class

poverty
exploitation.*® Purdy says “...some parents, either because they are poor [poverty], do
not value education, or do not care about their children’s futu